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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

As the winter approaches, I want to wish all of our 
members and friends a happy holiday season. 
Keep safe ....enjoy the upcoming holiday’s. 

As many of you know, the work of the club is 
advanced by the organizational structure of the 

various Committees charged with specific responsibilities and tasks 
to complete their goals which assist the mission of the Club. This 
message I want to start to focus on three Committees, what they do, 
and how we can help them keep doing their job for the Club. As you 
will see I am once again asking to hear from anyone who wants to 
volunteer or learn more about volunteer opportunities for the Club in 
general. 

First, I know we all enjoy the tremendous job Julie Seaton does in cre-
ating a totally professional and outstanding Talkabout. Did you know 
she almost singlehandedly has to scour various sources for interest-
ing articles to add in besides the Club news, which I am sure you are 
all reading and the articles submitted about and by members? I have 
heard her cry for help and asked a number of folks to assist by recom-
mending articles. But so far, we haven’t had an ongoing response to 
this request for help. So now, I am asking all to assist her by doing a bit 
of research into your own sources and finding good articles which you 
think the members would enjoy and getting permission to re- print. 
Then you can forward them to Julie for her review. If you can help, 
please let her know and go out there and research away! Those who 
really want to assist can maybe be named Editorial Assistants or what-
ever strikes the Committee’s (by that I mean Julie) fancy. But seriously, 
the task of producing such a great document should be supported by 
interested members.

I have also reached out to a number of individuals and also made my 
plea in a previous President’s Message for assistance with the AKC 
Gazette Columnist position. Over the years, Grace Cartwright has done 
an outstanding job, bringing her scholarly talents and research ability 
to bear in this assignment but we need good researchers and writers 
to keep this up. The AKC Gazette is still available free online and is well 
worth reading and we as a Club should continue the high quality of 
submissions.

Another club responsibility, which falls under the capable leadership 
of Sandra Weigle as Public Education Chair, is the Meet -The-Breeds 
effort that we as a Club are asked to staff. Sandra reaches out for 
members to volunteer for the AKC show in Orlando, Florida in Decem-
ber and also the Meet -The-Breeds held now in conjunction with the 
Westminster Kennel Club in February. This task requires that you be 
available to spend time at the Booth, preferably with dogs you can 
volunteer and answer questions, sometimes over and over. Yes, it does 
require an outgoing disposition on everyone’s part. And the mem-
bers do respond but if by chance you plan on being at either of these 
events and can spare some time, please let her know in advance. Many 
staffers make the time at the booth so much easier to manage and if 
many dogs are volunteered, it gives each dog more time to rest. But it 
is a highly social and fun event, at least at the ones I have attended in 
New York; I highly recommend you try it if you can. Then there may be 
local events like those held at your all-breed club, which you may help 
with; these are all good opportunities to show off our breed and its 
many assets and advance the mission of the Club in your own way. 

I will try to continue this discussion as so many Committees would love 
to have your assistance; please let me know what you want to hear. Our 
Club needs the input and assistance of all of our members to make it 
the viable and vibrant organization that it should be and I know you, 
our dedicated and passionate fanciers of our breed, are out there ready 
to help.

Please keep in mind that our next National Specialty is coming up in 
June, 2016, at Great Western. Save the dates now and start saving for 
our next national gathering. We also would like to hear about ideas 
and locations for our future national Specialties for the years 2018 and 
beyond.  We are hoping for locations and submissions. You can contact 
Ida Ellen Weinstock, our Specialty Coordinator with your submissions.  
If you think you may want to chair a show but are not sure how to start, 
she can help and maybe if you are willing, we can assist in getting 
other members to help.

My best wishes to all and please feel free to contact me and/or com-
ment on anything and everything.

Alexa Samarotto
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban 
Fourth Quarter 2015

•	 The AKC has developed a new program. The 4 to 6 Month Begin-
ner Puppy Competition is an event that provides the structured 
dog show environment to socialize your puppy with new people, 
puppies and places. You may earn ribbons and points toward a 
Certificate of Merit. Most importantly, your puppy will receive the 
socialization that can help him lead a healthy and happy life.

•	 The AKC Board of Directors approved a change regarding the 
AKC National Owner-Handled Series at the September meeting. 
Notification of the change: Effective January 1, 2016, exhibits that 
entered as eligible for NOHS will be marked in the judges book 
with an asterisk (*). Indicating NOHS eligible dogs in the judges 
book will enable the judge to verify that only eligible dogs are 
being considered as well as ensuring that all eligible dogs are 
in the ring. It will enable the judge and ring steward to work 
collaboratively to provide a positive experience for the NOHS ex-
hibitors. Results from the most recent survey revealed that NOHS 
exhibitors are in favor of this change.

•	 Concurrent Specialty Policy - To provide clubs more options in 
their scheduling, the Board of Directors modified the policy on 
concurrent specialties. Beginning with shows held on or after 
January 1, 2016, the breed judging at either the all-breed show 
or the independent specialty may occur first, but the scheduling 
must accommodate group judging. This modification provides 
clubs flexibility in scheduling the concurrent specialty judging 
to take place at the time that works best for the club, judges, and 
exhibitors.

•	 Pee Wee Special Attraction - Clubs wanting to offer this special 
attraction geared toward children 5-9 years of age must submit a 
Special Attractions Application

•	 4-6 Month Beginner Puppy Competition Entry Deadline - Effec-
tive January 1, 2016, clubs have the option to accept entries for 
the 4-6 Month Beginner Puppy Competition up until (and includ-
ing) the day of the event. This closing date and time must be 
published in the premium list and enforced as published.

•	 Sweepstakes Application Change - Sweepstakes (including 
Futurities and Maturities) applications received on or after April 
1, 2016 will have a simplified application process. Changes will be 
made to the application form and the online systems to support 
the simplified Sweepstakes application process.

•	 Received notice from Purina stating they will donate $1 to the 
AKC Canine Health Foundation for every original post, tweet, or 
picture through November 29, 2015, up to $75,000 made on CHF 
site.   Sent to Kerrie for circulation to members.

•	 Received list of Delegates nominated as candidates for vacancies 
on the Board of Directors to be filled at next Annual Meeting of 
AKC March 8, 2016.  Gretchen Bernardi, Mississippi Valley Kennel 
Club, Linda Ayers Turner Knorr, Greenville, KC, and Thomas Pow-
ers, Kennel Club of Beverly Hills.   
 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Fourth Quarter 2015

ATCA Board of Directors’ activities since last Talkabout Report:  

Board Approved:  Carl Holder, Head Teller, Beaumont Unit, National 
Association of Parliamentarians, was approved to receive and count 
the votes on the 2016/2017 Slate Challenge.  

Currently Under Discussion:  AKC’s Parent Club Committee’s Self-
Assessment Program for Clubs.   

The Assessment includes:
•	 Club Organization and Structure
•	 Membership and Awards
•	 Education
•	 Canine Health and Welfare
•	 Breed Appropriate Events and Functions

Currently Under Discussion:  AKC’s Bylaws changes to be presented at 
the next AKC Delegate Meeting, December 11, 2015 for votes.  

2016/2017 Board as it stands to-date:  
Challenge Ballots mailed November 10th; due by December 15, 2015.  

BOARD MEMBERS RETURNING (2015-2016)
President:   Alexa Samarotto (NY)
Vice President:   Darlene Evans (CA)
Recording Secretary:  Sherrill Yates (OK)
Treasurer:   Eileen Cummings (ME)

Board Members:                      Kerrie Bryan (CO)
    Tamara Gaudet (NM)
    Celeste Platte (FL)
    Lisa Violette (MA)

SLATE STANDS ELECTED (2016-2017)
AKC Delegate:     William Christensen CA)
Corresponding Secretary:                   Julie Seaton (WI)

SLATE Challenge (2016-2017)
Board Members:                     Sue Bachman (CA)
    Hollie Bamford (NC)
    Sue Gersin (NY)
    Jeanne Popovits (AZ)
    Teresa Schreeder (CA)
    Katherine Vega (CA)
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Membership Roster Corrections:  
Phyllis Knight
10043 Idlewild Road, Apt. 109
Matthews, NC 28105
Phone:  803-786-7523
No email
Kennel: Brandywine

Debby Sharp
10804 Meriwether Lane
Knoxville, TN  37934
865-622-3346 (home)
865-765-4662 (cell)
debbysharp@tds.net
Kennel: Vaneicha

New Members:  
Vivien Gilli
306 E. Desert Hills Drive
Desert Hills, AZ  85086
Phone: 623-465-7245
vivgilli@aol.com
Kennel:  Jovi’s  

Dana Kruetzfeldt
538 North Main Street
Hightstown, New Jersey 08520
510-449-7069
dana@kruetzfeldt.net

Membership Applications:
David Burnham, Cohasset, MA
Sponsors are Eve Steele and Kathy Vega 

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 



AKC Communications   
Being A Responsible Dog Owner 

1. Recognize the Commitment
Dog ownership is not something to be entered into lightly. Owning 
a dog is a long-term emotional and financial commitment. Before 
deciding that a certain dog is right for you, you must make an honest 
assessment as to whether your home is right for any dog.

2. Evaluate Your Lifestyle
If you get a dog, he (or she) will become a part of your life. You need 
to make sure that he’s suited for your lifestyle. For example, if you are 
athletic, you will probably not be happy with a dog that has a low en-
ergy level. If you are extremely neat, you will probably want a dog that 
doesn’t shed much. All aspects of your family’s life - hobbies, activities, 
personalities, schedules - should be evaluated before you get a dog.

3. Make a List
Based on your evaluation, determine what qualities you want in a dog. 
Consider size, energy level, grooming needs, trainability and tempera-
ment. Do you want a guard dog or a lap dog? Is it important that your 
dog get along with children? If you rent your home, are there restric-
tions on height, weight or breed? Answer these questions now - once 
you bring a dog home, it can be heartbreaking to realize that you 
made the wrong choice.

4. Choose a Breed
Once you have made your list of ideal 
characteristics, do some research to find 
which breeds fit that profile. Go to your local 
library, attend a dog show, and visit the AKC 
website. Narrow your choices to the breed 
that seems right for you.

5. Get a Referral
You have a much better chance of being sat-
isfied if you get your dog from a responsible, 
ethical breeder whose primary concern is to 
produce dogs of high quality, good health 
and stable temperament. The AKC has a Breeder Referral contact for 
each recognized breed. These individuals can put you in contact with 
breeders or rescue organizations in your area.

6. Make Contact
Get in touch with the breed contacts in your area. Let them know that 

you are interested in their 
breed. Be able to demon-
strate that you have put 
thought into your choice. 
Don’t be discouraged if 
the first breeder you talk 
to does not have puppies 
available right away. That 
person may know another 
breeder in the region.

7. Ask Questions
Ask the breeder any questions you can think of about the breed. 
When you find a breeder you’re comfortable with, ask to visit the 
kennel and view 
the dogs on the 
breeder’s prem-
ises. Inquire about 
health problems 
of the breed, and 
what can be done 
to prevent or 
control them. Find 
out what kinds of 
activities, includ-
ing competition, 
the breeder’s dogs 
participate in and 
enjoy. The breeder’s dogs are a preview of what your dog will be.

8. Consider an Older Dog
Puppies aren’t for everyone. If an older dog better fits your lifestyle, 
check the AKC website for breed rescue groups. These organizations 
rescue purebred dogs that have been lost, abandoned or surrendered 
due to the death or illness of their owners. Most rescue dogs have 
been spayed or neutered and are screened for health and tempera-
ment problems. Rescue is a not only a great source for purebred dogs, 
it’s also a way to save the life of a dog in need.

9. Expect Questions
A responsible breeder or rescue contact will ask you extensive ques-
tions about the type of home you can offer a dog. These people are as 
committed as you are to making the right match between you and a 
dog. Give honest answers to their questions. Remember that, due to 
their experience in the breed, they know what issues are important in 
placing one of their dogs.

10. Prepare to Wait
Availability varies. Be aware that a puppy or dog of the breed you’ve 
decided on may not be easy to find. Responsible breeders do not 
breed often, and many times the puppies of a planned breeding are 
already spoken for. Just remember that a good dog is worth waiting 
for.

11. Skip the Holidays!
Many people try to buy puppies as Christmas gifts for children or oth-
er family members. Most breeders do not recommend this. You should 
be prepared to give a new puppy your undivided attention, and that 
is rarely possible during the busy holiday season. A better idea is to 
give dog-related gifts - toys, leashes, grooming tools - and then bring 
your puppy home when all the excitement has died down.

With the holidays coming, here are some tips to remember...
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etter from the EditorL
Another National Specialty has come and gone and I wanted to 
touch base on this again since I was side tracked by Frankenleg 
the last issue!

It was a wonderful venue and a HUGE THANK YOU to all that 
worked at putting the show on, especially the show chair, 
assistants and host club!

As a previous show chair, I can tell you, it is no small feat and I 
hope that everyone thanked the people that put the National 
weekend together. 

Putting on a Dog Show equals the following:  
 
Things fall apart 
Nightmares are real
What can happen, WILL! 
Murphy’s Law LOVES a good time! 

You however, the exhibitor, never see that part, you just see the 
good time, which is how it is supposed to be!

Specialty shows are prepared YEARS in advance (ask Bill Potter, 
I am bugging him already about 2017 as I am the National 
Show Chair that year!) and the all breed shows which are on a 
yearly basis are planned and worked on as soon as that year’s 
show is over. You literally get done with one show and start 
working on next year’s!  It takes a village to put a show together 
and sometimes that village contains a lot of people, but many 
times it is down to a handful doing all sorts of tasks to get 
everything in order.

For many exhibitors who are not involved in dog clubs, they 
have no idea that when they come to a show, it was a year plus 
in the making from hiring judges, getting the premium list 
together, trophies purchased and engraved, getting stewards, 
grounds people, laying out grooming space if warranted... the 
list goes on....

The everyday exhibitor comes to a show and shows their dog 
and win or lose, hopefully they have a nice experience. While 
they are out to dinner, the Show Chair and show committee 
staff are getting ready for the next day. When the exhibitor goes 
home from the show at the end of the weekend, the show com-
mittee staff is still there cleaning up and putting things away & 
cleaning up.

The day of the show, the Show Chair and staff are there at dawn 
and do not go home until after dark. They spend the day walk-
ing around, answering questions & helping people that need 
assistance. They are directing, organizing, listening to concerns  
exhibitors have. They take note of what worked, and what did 
not for future events.

So while you, the exhibitor may not be thinking of all that goes 
into putting a dog show on every year, regardless of how big or 
small it is, it takes work and it takes a strong leader to pull it all 
together. These leaders get little praise but they are sure to hear 
the complaints!

So the next time you are at a show, take the time to thank the 
Show Chair or Assistant Show Chair or someone from the club. 

It may not have been the best show you were at (or maybe it 
was!) but big or small, it took work to put together and we, as 
exhibitors, need to acknowledge that commitment more often. 

It will make the experience more worth while not only for you, 
but for the show club as well.

Have a wonderful Holiday!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor
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Cover Story......

AM CH CAN GCH Tidewalker’s Diamond Glory
GCH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible ROM EX 

x AM CH CAN GCH Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti CGN CA
Breeder/ Owner/ Handler:  J Caren Holtby & Alan Hannebauer

Glory, Born Jan 23 2013
A spirited Aussie with an even temperament, she loves to play, 

be cuddled and chase any wild animal that moves! 

Some of her show Highlights:
Winning AM Championship in 2015 with 3 – 5 point majors.  
Her First 5 point Major was during the ATCA National Specialty in Longmont Colorado shows in 
2014. 
Then she won back to back 5 point majors at the Northern California Terrier Show in Sacramento 
2015 with WB, BOW, BBE & BOB under Judge Jon Cole and later a Grp 3 BBE. 
Second day WB, BOW, BOH, & BOS under Judge John Bink. 

In Canada - Best in Show Owner Handled in 2015; Canadian Championship 2013; and Best in 
Show Puppy along with multiple group placements. 

Glory’s other accomplishments 
Multiple Best in Show Brace in US and Canada partnered with her mother, “Kanti” 
AM CH  CAN GCH Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti CGN CA 
Wins include;  Best in Show Brace, Palm Springs KC., 2 out of 4 days in Jan 2015. 
Best in Specialty Show Brace, National Specialty in TN 2015. 
Best in Show Brace at multiple shows in Canada in 2015

AM CH CAN GCH Tidewalker’s Diamond Glory
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In addition to our enthusiasm for Aussies, Alan and I are passionate 
about exploring the wilds of the central and north coast of British 
Columbia, truly the “Best Place on Earth”. Our Aussies love running on 
the beaches and exploring by kayak, in fact, we believe Aussies are the 
perfect “boat dog”! Looking through all our photos TIDEWALKER was a 
natural choice for our kennel name.

Breeding our first litter was such a thrill. Each morning Alan would pick 
up a puppy with his coffee and snuggle while watching the morning 
news, going back at commercials for another one, until he had the 
whole litter in his lap. We knew early on that Glory had the makings for 
conformation, both in shape and personality. 

Glory has been an intelligent, spirited, energetic, cuddly and loving 
Aussie – and a natural leader of the pack! In the show ring she had 
early success with a Best Puppy in Show and more recently multiple 
group placements in the terrier group in Canada along with a Best 
in Show Owner-Handled. Today she is ranked #1 Australian terrier in 
Canada. In the US she won her American Championship with three – 
five point majors, two at the Northern California Terrier, Sacramento 
shows under Judges Jon Cole and John Bink.

With our second litter, we (Alan especially) starting posting our experi-
ences on Facebook, a practice that has continued with their adoptive 
families allowing us the joy of watching our puppies grow up around 
the world.

As we plan for our next breeding we continue to enjoy each and 
every moment of life with our spirited Aussies. Thank you to all our 
Australian terrier friends, old and new, for your support and friend-
ship, especially Nancy, Marilyn, Sandra, Sue, Petie and Kreg Hill too 
for introducing me to Brace!  – all of you make owning an Aussie an 
added special treat.

I am sure you have heard these comments many times...”What kind of 
dog is that?” “Excuse me, is that a Yorkie?  “ or “What a CUTE dog!” 
All of the above and more were said in our household while we lived 
with our first Australian Terrier Whipton’s Autumn Rhapsody affection-
ately known as “Ratdog”. As an Aussie owner, we often think, “Everyone 
should own an Australian Terrier.” 

One day I said to my husband, Alan, [Hannebauer] “I didn’t have 
children, so perhaps we should have puppies” and our future was 
set. Nancy Dieckmann of Adnan Australian terriers, provided us with 
Rhapsody - a.k.a. Ratdog, in 1994 and later, Banker our first show dog. 
In 2007, after chatting with Nancy we found ourselves bound for our 
first U.S. National in Chattanooga TN with Banker.

As a newbie, going to a National was overwhelming! So many people, 
so many Aussies, it was hard to figure out the program let alone the 
players. One thing stood out, everyone was friendly and welcoming 
despite how busy they were grooming, showing and networking. I 
will be forever thankful to Nancy who introduced us to many breeders 
and owners and helped us see Aussies (and all show dogs) in a more 
critical light.

Alan has a keen eye and spotted a wonderful female owned by Sandra 
Weigle of Marble Arch, Isabella. We went over to talk to her and her 
friend Marilyn Harban. A friendship developed and when we were 
ready we purchased a bitch from Marilyn, our Kanti – AM CH CAN 
GCH Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti CGN CA now five years old, having 
birthed two litters to date. Marilyn and Sandra have been warm & wel-
coming, open & honest, helpful, not to mention they’re tireless in their 
support – the best Aussie mentors we could have hoped for!

Finding a mate for Kanti brought my next breed mentors into my life. 
Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible (Marty) was the dog I decided on and Sue 
Bachman, Teresa (Petie) Schreeder and Marilyn agreed to this outcross. 
We planned a one-week trip to CA,  discovering Kanti wasn’t ready till 
day 17, giving us time to build a solid foundation for a friendship and 
taught us a lot more about breeding, grooming and showing Austra-
lian terriers. 

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the owner of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  
This month, our cover was reserved by Caren Holtby , a member of the ATCA since  2010 

Thank you for sharing with us!
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For several years, breed judging has been held on Monday and 
Tuesday at Piers 92 and 94, with Groups and Best In Show returning to 
Madison Square Garden each evening. Looking for more than Breed 
judging? Along with the dog show and benching, The Westminster 
Kennel Club will proudly hold their 
inaugural Masters Obedience Champi-
onship at Pier 94 on Monday February 
15, 2016. On Saturday February 13, 
2016 at Pier 94, Westminster will hold 
their Third Annual Masters Agility 
Championship. Last, but certainly not 
least, on Saturday AKC Meet The Breeds 
will delight and educate visitors at Piers 
92 and 94. 

With three full days of agility trials, obe-
dience testing, breed judging, and the ever-popular Group and Best In 
Show live televised broadcast from Madison Square Garden evening 
judging, be sure to bring good shoes, comfy clothes, your friends and 
family, and enjoy the best in dog show activities than you could ever 
possibly imagine, and as a bonus, we’ll give you Sunday to explore all 
the riches, sightseeing, and wonderful restaurants that New York City 
has to offer

We asked Chuck Bessant, an Australian Terrier breeder/owner/
handler from Colorado Springs, CO to give us a look through his 
exhibitor eyes.

NEW YORK, NY -- Madison Square Garden. At 5:42 p.m. on the second 
Sunday in February, the Knicks have finished basketball practice. 
The hardwood court and backboards are still in place. The Garden is 
empty. You about to enter The Dog Show Zone.

On Monday at 8 p.m. Eastern Time Group judging for the annual West-
minster Kennel Club Dog Show will commence. The hardwood court 
will have been replaced by the famous green carpet. The arena will be 
arranged for Group judging for two glorious nights, along with several 
thousand other details to be completed at The Garden and The Piers 
in a changeover best described as a human ant farm. 

By 11 p.m. on Tuesday night, out of the initial 2,800 AKC Champions 
of Record and major-pointed dogs entered, one dog will stand alone 
in the center of the Garden after being selected as Best In Show at 
America’s Dog Show. 

The next morning, as hundreds of exhibitors pack suitcases and dog 
crates and take along wonderful memories, they’re already planning 
for a repeat visit to America’s premier dog show. And so it has been 
since 1877 when the “First Annual New York Bench Show of Dogs” was 
held in New York City at Gilmore’s Garden (the forerunner to Madison 
Square Garden) by a group of avid sporting dog owners. 

Westminster is a very different experience from any other dog show, 
largely because of its renowned history, tradition and, of course, New 
York City. I believe that all serious exhibitors need to enter WKC’s show 
at least once, simply for the experience, or at least attend. 

Westminster: How Did I Get Here? Now, What Do I Do? 
My first show dog was 17 months old when I exhibited Tyler at WKC 
2000. To say I was a novice owner/handler is an understatement. 
Other than finishing Tyler at a Specialty, and attending some large 
shows, I had no preparation, no mentor and no “Westminster 101.” I 
just said, “I’m entering Westminster” and, totally clueless, off I went. 
Somehow, I was able to keep it together well enough to help Tyler 
receive an Award of Merit that first year, and found myself hooked on 
this great dog show. My life had changed forever.

That said, Westminster is daunting for even the most experienced 
dog-show enthusiast, but at the same time is exceedingly fun. So that 
you’re not in the same “Clueless” category that I was in for my first 
Westminster, I’d like to offer a few tips. 

This stuff doesn’t just happen. 
But all that aside, there are 
transportation arrangements 
to be made, hotels to book and 
entries to be submitted. Plans 
need to be choreographed for 
getting to the bench areas and 
show rings. And, of course, a 
schedule needs to be set for 
the non-show events leading 
up to the show itself. 

WKC 101 - Everything You Always Wanted To Know 
About Showing At America’s Dog Show 

But Didn’t Know Whom To Ask
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Planes, Automobiles, Hotels, and Groupies 
In previous years, arriving in NYC on Saturday was best for Monday 
breed judging. Now with the Masters Agility Championship and Meet 
The Breeds on Saturday, you’ll need to arrive accordingly. If you are 
entered in the Masters Agility, I suggest arriving Thursday. This allows 
your dog time to adjust to NYC’s concrete landscape, and gives you 
the chance to attend some of the pre-show events. You’ll never be 
bored in NYC – a target rich environment for just about anything you’d 
enjoy doing. 

LaGuardia is the closest airport to Manhattan. While you may get a 
lower airfare to Kennedy or Newark, consider the time and cost to get 
to your hotel. 

At the airports, cabs are available curbside, but many will not take 
dogs. It is best to make arrangements in advance, or you might just 
find yourself standing around in the snow at the airport. Shared van 
services like Super Shuttle from LaGuardia into mid-town Manhattan 
are around $18 (plus tip - in 2007, the cost was $15; inflation has been 
kind) - get used to tipping in New York - and you share the ride with 
others. Ask around in your dog show circle, you might find people ar-
riving at the same time and looking to share a private service and the
expense into town. Other services like Carmel Limo are available at 
slightly more than curbside taxi service; when traveling with a dog, 
convenience is worth a bit extra. Calling in-advance is always a must 
to ensure good transportation. But no matter what service you book, 
inform the dispatcher when making arrangements that you have a 
dog. 

Once you find your way to the City, if you are counting on public 
transportation, be aware dogs are allowed on the subway or buses 
only in a Sherpa bag-type carrier; it will be challenging to stuff a Leon-
berger into a Sherpa carrier. As for taxis, it’s up to the individual driver 
whether he will take you and your dog. If you have a Sherpa-bag size 
dog, it shouldn’t be an issue. Just don’t stand on the curb with your 
dog in full view and expect to get a cab. A hotel doorman can help 
you with this. And remember the key New York word: tip. 

For reduced transportation costs, frustration and precious time, a ho-
tel near Madison Square Garden is preferable. Free shuttle bus service 
is offered to and from the Piers on a regular schedule from Westmin-
ster’s “Gold Star Hotels”; in 2016 these hotels include the Hotel Penn-
sylvania, Affinia and Wyndham New Yorker. Check in advance once the 
2016 bus schedule is released. 

The free shuttle is popular, and does get very crowded; think mobs 
with big dogs, especially when leaving The Piers at the bench release 
time. A long wait can be expected. My best advice: arrange for service 
at least a day in advance from Carmel Limo or other scheduled service 
to ensure efficient transportation, especially if the weather forecast 
looks dicey. In 2015, the Sunday evening temperature when I arrived 
was in the single-digits, wind-chill at -17F and snowing. More about 
weather in a bit. 

I was uber-glad I had pre-arraigned transportation. Speaking of Uber, 
I have never used this car service and I don’t know how they are with 
dogs and all your “show stuff”. Caveat emptor (let the buyer beware) 
applies. 
 

Another advantage of a Madison Square Garden located hotel: many 
pre-show activities are within walking distance of The Garden. Hotels 
near the Piers are difficult to find, and no activities are in that area. 

The Hotel Pennsylvania, situated directly across the street from the 
Garden, is a magnet for exhibitors and spectators. In a large lower-
level conference room, the indoor “bio-break” facility for dogs, created 
out of heavy-duty plastic and woodchips, is particularly popular. The 
media like it too, for a different reason of course, they are looking 
to shoot photos and videos and there’s usually a major in paparazzi 
down there. These accommodations for Westminster made the Hotel 
Pennsylvania The Travel Channel’s “#1 Bathroom for 2005.” Some years, 
there is also a dog-bathing facility that can be reserved for around $35 
an hour (check the service when you arrive for current pricing). 

The Affinia Manhattan (formerly the Southgate Hotel, two blocks 
south on 7th Avenue) is my favorite. The New Yorker and the Radisson 
Martinique (formerly the Broadway Holiday Inn) receive good reviews, 
too. There are a number of reasonably-priced hotels recommended 
by Westminster, with details on its website. However, none have the 
canine facilities offered at the Hotel Penn. But in any case, expect to 
pay $200 to $300 or more per night for a good hotel room. 

It is common for New Yorkers to watch the dogs arrive at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania for Westminster. In 2001, a mom and her 12-year-old 
daughter approached Tyler and me, and the girl announced, “That’s an 
Australian Terrier!” Her mom explained, “She loves dogs and knows all 
about the different breeds.” In 2002, I returned to the Hotel Pennsyl-
vania and while outside exercising Tyler, the same mom and daughter 
came up and the now 13-year-old said “That’s Tyler!” It was Tyler’s first 
groupie experience. 

Bench-Up, Set-Up, And This Way To The Egress 
Westminster is a lot of fun, and the crowds - “human carwash” crowds 
- are part of the experience. As Linda, my Scottish Deerhound friend, 
aptly stated, “Westminster is a show where you just need to cowboy-
up.” In other words, just enjoy and go with the flow. 

Westminster is one of a handful of benched shows left in America. This 
means your dog is either at its bench assignment, being groomed, 
taking a bio-break at one of the “luxury” cedar-chip facilities, or 
showing. The appeal to spectators is that they can see the entries up 
close and personal. In what other sport do the spectators get to come 
backstage and hang out with the competitors? Keep a brush handy 
for touch-ups for photo ops with spectators and their children, as well 
as with any media that appear. 

Exhibitors can (and should!) set up their bench position the night 
before their breed judging, if at all possible. Specific times are listed 
in the Premium List. Setting up on show day is easier if wire crates, 
bottled water and other non-valuable supplies are taken over the 
night before. Space is a luxury. 

                                                                                                                                       13



And this will be the first of several times that you will hear this 
reminder: Make sure you have your entry confirmation any time that 
you are going to The Garden. 

Dogs need to be in the building by 11:30 a.m. on show day (exhibitors 
may leave during the day, but dogs may not leave the building for any 
reason until the release time per your entry packet). Allow yourself 
plenty of time, it can take about one hour to get to your bench and 
settled in, quicker if you set your bench the night before. Make sure 
you have your entry confirmation. And, once you arrive, be sure to 
take your entry confirmation to the Superintendents area to get a 
wrist band that allows you access to your ring’s staging area reserved 
for exhibitors only. 

Fortunately, your dog can escape to its cozy crate and away from 
tightly-packed crowds, but for you, it’s different. In the benching area, 
there is no room for a chair anyway, and to make it official, chairs in 
the aisles are banned by the Fire Marshall. Maybe you can squeeze 
into the space in front of your crate, but don’t count on it. The place to 
sit is by the rings watching breed judging. I’m fortunate in my breed 
to always know someone that I trust to watch my dog if I need to walk 
around or take my own bio-break. And, I volunteer to help those who 
need a break, too. It’s about the camaraderie, after all. I was bribed 
one year with a Blarney Stone corned-beef sandwich to watch a 
friend’s dog - this terrier owner/handler will work for food. 

Your dog can’t leave until the bench release time in your entry packet, 
in 2015 it was 5 p.m.; dogs that win Best Of Breed are allowed an 
earlier release time to get to The Garden to set-up for Group. When 
you leave with your dog, you’ll need your entry confirmation card as 
your exit pass. Prepare for exiting by having your entry confirmation 
ready to hand to the guard. If you have lost your entry confirmation, 
a Release Form is available at the Superintendent’s office. The exit line 
will be extremely hectic like someone has yelled “fire” in a crowded 
movie theater. 

A Seat With A View 
Each entry includes an exhibitor’s seat to watch Groups both nights 
from seats typically in an upper section (as well as the Piers for both 
days). For The Garden, ordering box seats provides better viewing. To 
avoid ticket service charges, check the Westminster website for details 
on ordering tickets directly from the club. If you’re in a bind, you’ll find 
tickets on StubHub and eBay, but like all other premium items, you 
might have to pay a premium. If you go through Westminster for your 
ticket, you’ll be offered the opportunity to buy the same seat each 
year thereafter (but pay attention to their deadline for ticket sales). 

The assigned bench sizes given in the Premium Listing are precise, so 
don’t try to squeeze in a larger wire crate - it won’t work. On the floor, 
directly under the benching platform, you’ll have about 8” of vertical 
space the width of your bench assignment for items you don’t mind 
getting dirty. Additionally, behind the crate you’ll have about 8” for 
coats or other items you’d like to keep clean. Soft crates and ex-pens 
are not allowed. The bottom line: take only what you need - less is 
best. 

Your entry packet will include times when you can set-up the day and 
night before. Setting up the night before is also a good way to get 
the lay of the land. You’ll know the location of your bench assignment 
and a good route to your ring. For WKC veteran exhibitors, you’ll find 
benching at The Piers to be easier yet still crowded. 

Piers 92/94 are located at 711 12th Ave. (W. 55th St. & West Side Hwy) 
and can be a tad tricky. Pier 92’s entrance is located ABOVE the street 
using a ramp from Pier 94’s entrance area. 

My first trip to Pier 92 was Sunday night, 8PM, -17F wind-chill, and the 
taxi driver was clueless – he asked me for directions, not a good start. 
You know when you are watching a horror movie and you yell at the 
screen “DON’T GO IN THERE!! (and they do anyway)”, the cab driver 
was a bit lost, made a turn to on a side street to come back around 
on the West Side Highway, ran into road construction, went under a 
bridge/construction area were cars were blocked from entering, lots 
of big potholes to dodge, no lighting, dumpsters strewn about, trash 
and signs saying Do Not Enter (which he ignored) and I’m pretty sure 
Freddie Kruger was lurking somewhere; we did this a few times. He 
had no idea, nor did I, that you had to use the ramp from Pier 94 to 
reach the upper entrance to Pier 92 which is where the rings and
benches are located, you can’t use the lower level entrance to unload 
at Pier 92. Pier 94, you are blessed if you are benched there; ground 
level access to the building. Best to use Google Maps and put in the 
directions to see actual photos of where you are going before you 
arrive in NYC so you can help the cab driver if necessary. If you are 
driving, this will help too. 

When leaving Pier 92 and are calling to arrange a ride, be SURE to 
tell the dispatcher that you need to be picked up on the upper level, 
and provide your cellphone number, otherwise they’ll never find you. 
Cabs are far and few between at The Piers. Do yourself a big favor and 
pre-arrange a ride to and from for speed and comfort, and maybe 
rideshare with a fellow exhibitor to split the cost. 

All free shuttles leave from and arrive at Pier 94 only. You can walk 
over to Pier 92, which is being made easier this year with an internal 
stairway. 
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What Not To Wear
In 2006, a record snowfall of 26 inches in 12 hours started Saturday 
night before the show. Airports and highways were closed, and it was 
cold. But no matter what it’s like outside, the Piers and Garden will be 
warm and humid in the benching and ring areas. You’ll be on concrete 
for 10-plus hours. Bring both show and informal clothes, comfortable 
shoes for benching and appropriate shoes for showing. 

Outside it might be freezing, snowing, raining, or all of the above, or 
even (rarely, but sometimes) unseasonably warm. Plan for anything 
but if all else fails, in case of emergency, Macy’s is just a block from the 
Garden. 

Puttin’ On The Ritz 
Unlike legacy grooming at The Garden that veteran exhibitors have 
experienced, you’ll be able to groom at your bench! Your dog must be 
back on the bench within a half hour after judging. There is power and 
room for your table, please be considerate of your fellow exhibitors. 
Crates or unattended dogs are not allowed near the rings. 

Spectators (and media) can and do wander into the grooming 
area, too. Remember, this mixed blessing is the great thing about a 
benched show - exposure to the general public. So put on your PR 
hat and use this public contact as an opportunity to educate people 
about your breed, about the sport, and about purebred dogs. You may 
even make a contact that eventually might be a good home for one of 
your puppies. 

In 2015 I provided 2 of my box tickets to two women from Boston. 
One was taking her friend to WKC as a birthday surprise. I sent her 
the tickets and mentioned if they had time if they would stop by my 
bench to say hi. While I was walking Indy, my Australian Terrier entry, 
inside Pier 92, the two women spotted me and said hi. How on Earth 
they knew it was me is beyond comprehension. You just never know 
who you’ll meet and be an ambassador for your breed and the show. 

It’s Show Time! 
Know beforehand how to access your ring. Plan on leaving the bench-
ing area at least 15 minutes before your ring time. The crowds are hard 
to part - even Moses would have his hands full - but that’s just part of 
the Westminster drill. You can carry a small dog, but large dogs take 
some maneuvering. There is a ready ring at each ring designated for 
exhibitors. But don’t arrive too early as other breeds will be queued up 
and waiting. 

When watching breed judging, there are chairs on the floor outside 
the rings, but typically, observers are at least three deep and will be 
crowded with spectators and press. Scoring ringside chairs is truly a 
luxury. Sitting on the floor is not permitted. Be respectful and set your 
cell phone off or to vibrate ringside so as not to disturb judging. You 
could be escorted out of the ring area. 

If you want to see a specific breed, plan to get to the ring at least 15 
minutes early. As each breed finishes judging, there is shuffling of 
bodies, and with patience you can get a tad closer.

There you have it ... my tips for an efficient and fun Westminster ex-
perience. I hope these are helpful in making it fun and interesting for 
you. Attend with your eyes wide open - add in your own experiences, 
write down phone numbers addresses and information, and take lots 
of photos as you participate in the greatest dog show in the world. 

Chuck Bessant is a cloud infrastructure consultant, owner/handler and 
AKC Earthdog Judge who owns Australian Terriers, and Amanda, who 
thought she was an Aussie.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
Westminster Kennel Club

                                                                                                                                       15



Health Scoop
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU VISIT 

A VETERINARY ONCOLOGIST

CHF: Once a dog is re-
ferred to an oncologist 
and an appointment is 
scheduled is there any-
thing that an owner 
should bring with 
them to that first visit?

Reiman: Absolutely. 
What we would love 
to have is a list of the 
pet’s medications 
including the supple-
ments that a pet is tak-
ing, such as a glucose 
and chondroitin. In ad-
dition to the list , we’d 
like to see the dosage 
and frequency of giv-
ing. Pet owners should 
also provide some type 
of recent (within the 
last year or two) medical record which can either be provided by your 
family veterinarian via fax or email to us or brought with them. We’d 
also like to see any type of X-rays, CT, MRI, or ultrasounds that have 
been done. Additionally I really enjoy and find 
it helpful if owners also bring the list of questions and concerns they 
may have about treatment, quality of life,  side effects, etc.  All of those 
types of  questions are what we need to address at that first consulta-
tion. 

CHF: Do most oncologists work alone in an oncology specific practice?

Reiman: No. The vast majority of oncologists work in a multi-disci-
plinary specialty hospitals, meaning that there are usually multiple 
specialists of all different varieties within that practice. For example, 
the practice that I’m at right now has not only oncologists, but also 
surgeons, internal medicine, dermatologists, neurologists, etc. The 
benefit of having that many specialties in the same practice is that 
most of the time, most pets don’t have just one thing wrong. We as 
oncologists treat cancer but we also treat the entire pet and it’s not 
uncommon for some of our patients to have multiple issues. For 
example, we may have a dog that comes in with a low thyroid level 
and is on medication for that, but also has concurrent cancer. We can’t 
ignore the low thyroid level just to treat the dog’s cancer because if we 
can treat all of those conditions we’re going to get a better quality of 
life. So it’s very good to have other specialists close by so we can just 
trot down the hall and say “ Hey, I have this patient that has a thyroid 
condition in addition to lymphoma. Let’s talk about the best manage-
ment of these two conditions and how we’re going to provide the best 
quality of care for that dog.” 

Dr. Rachel Reiman is at veterinary oncologist at 
Lake Shore Veterinary Specialists.  She did her 
DVM at Kansas State University and oncology 
residence at Louisiana State University.  Dr. Rei-
man is a Diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine with a specialty in 
oncology. 

AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF): What does 
it take to become a board certified veterinary oncologist?

Dr. Rachel Reiman (Reiman): In addition to our four years of under-
graduate study and then four years of veterinary school, most oncolo-
gists then complete a rotating internship in which we rotate through 
all the specialties to get a good base and background. Following that 
year we generally do a three year oncology residency where we are 
just doing oncology and it’s very specific. After our residency is com-
plete, we then take a test in order to become board certified.

CHF: Are there any common symptoms in cancer in dogs?

Reiman:  The most obvious is 
any new lump or bump. When-
ever we have an owner that 
suspects that there is a new 
lump or bump on their pet’s 
body we recommend getting 
them in to have it checked out. 
Another symptom that can give 
us a clue that there may be an 
underlying cancerous process is 
unexplained weight loss. Some 
owners find sores that poten-
tially won’t heal. Also, in routine 
screening blood work we can sometimes see things such as elevations 
in calcium or liver enzymes that may signal an underlying cancerous 
process. 

CHF: If someone suspects their dog may have cancer, should the first 
step be to take their dog to see their regular veterinarian or should 
dog owners go directly to see an oncologist?

Reiman: That’s a really good question.  We really rely on our regular 
veterinarians or family veterinarians to be our first line of defense 
because they are seeing those patients on a yearly or semi-yearly 
basis. We want them to be the first to look at new lumps and bumps as 
they’re noticed since they are also keeping track of weight, body con-
dition, and all of those things. What we see as veterinary oncologists
is a snapshot in time ; this pet as it is right now versus what your
family veterinarian sees year after year or semi-yearly .  They’re 
going to be able to detect weight loss and also keep track of new 
lumps or bumps that weren’t on their previous visit records. It’s 
important to set up a relationship with that veterinarian because they 
know your pet the best.
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CHF: When a dog and their owner walk into a specialty clinic, what are 
their first steps? Do they see a doctor immediately?

Reiman: When a patient walks in to our hospital, they get registered at 
the front desk.  That includes supplying information about their dog’s 
age, breed, sex, pertinent medical history, etc. After getting registered 
the first person that the pet owner is going to see is the veterinary 
technician. Veterinary technicians are people that have advanced 
training in animal handling and also in the pathophysiology of dis-
eases in pets. They usually begin by taking a very brief history. They 
want to know how long you’ve had your dog, how old your dog is, any 
concurrent health issues, etc. They’ll also take a list of the medications 
your dog is taking. They gather that information and then present it to 
the veterinarian so the veterinarian and speak to the owner about any 
specifics as they relate to that pet’s type of cancer. The veterinarian will 
also discuss any additional diagnostics that need to be performed.

CHF: Are there special tests that are routinely used by oncologists to 
fully diagnose the nature of a dog’s problem?

Reiman: That’s a good question. A lot of the tests that we do are very 
specific depending on the type of cancer we are dealing with, but 
there are some basics tests that we use very routinely. Pre-screening 
blood work is important because we are not only looking for evi-
dence of cancer within the blood work itself, but we’re also looking 
for concurrent disease. Again because most of our pets are older, it’s 
not uncommon for them to have other problems that we need to be 
aware of. After that, we usually look at some type of an X-ray, whether 
that be of the chest or the abdomen, depending on what we’re seeing 
on the blood work, physical exam, etc. If we have a tumor that is re-
ally very small inside or is in a location where we’re concerned about 
blood supply, we may also recommend a CT scan or an MRI.

CHF:Can you tell us a little bit about how some of these tests work?

Reiman: Well, one of the, the most common tests we do, are x-rays 
basically which are very similar to the type of X-rays that you or I 
would get. It is a screening test that allows us to look at the inside of 
a pet in a non-invasive manner. The X-ray technology that we have is 
incredibly similar if not the same as those that you or I get, so it’s very 
low doses of radiation and very safe for the pet. I t’s also a very non-
invasive way to look inside of a pet and so they usually don’t need a lot 
of anesthesia. Most of them don’t even need sedation for their X-rays 
although occasionally we have a few pets that do. The other test that 
we like to run commonly is an ultrasound of the abdomen. Ultrasound 
again, it is the exact same technology that they would use if you or 
I needed an ultrasound. It is the same test that they do on pregnant 
women to look at the baby. In our case, we’re not looking for babies, 
we’re looking at organs. We’re going to look at the liver and spleen 
and kidneys and all of those things. The ultrasound is a very safe test, 
where sound waves are transmitted in to the animal and then bounce 
back. It is very non-invasive and there is no exposure to radiation. 
We get a lot of 
really good 
information 
about what’s 
going on inside 
the animal with, 
without having 
to go in and 
look.

CHF: Approximately how long does it take for a dog to complete a visit 
to the oncologist?

Reiman: Generally our first consultation takes about an hour to an 
hour and a half. During that time we’re going to talk about the type of 
cancer that the dog has, treatment options, and what further diagnos-
tics we need to take. Then we can set up a type of treatment plan or 
a plan to move forward with additional testing. Some of those tests 
can be done the same day; others have to be scheduled at a later date 
depending not only the schedule of the owner and veterinarian, etc.

CHF: Once a diagnosis of cancer has been made what are the next 
steps typically?

Reiman: Once that diagnosis has been reached, we talk to the owners 
about options. Most oncologists are very big into options; we want 
to lay out at least two to three different options or approaches to the 
treatment of that type of cancer knowing that there’s very likely no 
one right answer for every single pet and every single owner. We want 
to outline our options and then have a discussion of risk to benefit ra-
tios of each of those options. Some treatment options may be low risk 
but may have shorter remission times. Others may be slightly higher 
risk in terms of side effects or complications but may extend life . 
Which option we choose or is chosen by the owner depends on what 
risk they are willing to accept in terms of what benefit we may get. 
A lot of the discussion is about what the owner can do for their pet
which can be as simple as oral medications at home to help with any 
discomfort, nausea, etc. 

CHF: How often should an owner expect to bring their dog in for 
oncology re-checks?

Reiman: This depends on the type of cancer that we’re treating and 
also on the type of treatment chosen. For some types of cancers, 
owners actually bring their pets in weekly for therapy. For others we 
only see the pet monthly for re-checks. How frequent those re-checks 
that we perform are depends on the status of the animal. Those 
animals that are very critically ill with their cancer at the time that we 
make that diagnosis often need to come in much more often, at least 
initially. Hopefully, as we get that pet on the path to recovery they see 
us less and less. Although we miss them, we like to see them less. If the 
pet is fairly healthy and feeling good at the time of the diagnosis, we 
may not need to see them as often, depending on what treatment is 
chosen.

CHF: In your opinion what are our greatest gaps in knowledge in 
canine oncology and what sort of research should CHF be recruiting in 
the future?

Reiman: I think the biggest gap is defining the underlying cause of 
cancer and trying to develop methods and strategies for early detec-
tion of cancer. The old adage an ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure is never more apparent than when we’re talking about cancer. 
If we can do more to prevent our pets from developing cancer we’re 
going to be far more successful than actually treating that cancer.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
www.akcchf.org
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Pet Tips  

A Common Misconception
Because your dog feels most vulnerable right after being scolded and 
often after being left alone, these are the most common times for your 
dog to pee on your bed.  Because of this, many people think the dog is 

doing this out of spite.  
I’ll often hear, “I yelled 
at him for digging in 
the garbage, and he 
was so mad he went 
to my bedroom and 
peed on my bed!”  This 
is often supported by 
the fact that the dog 
often looks guilty after 
such an incident, like 
he knew he was doing 
something terrible 

and felt remorseful afterward.  The truth, however, is that your dog 
is peeing in your bed because he’s afraid.  He feels vulnerable either 
because you yelled at him or because you left him alone.  He’s trying 
to feel safe again.

What Can I Do?
The simplest, most logical treatment is to not allow your dog on  your 
bed.  If you’re not home or are unable to supervise your dog, put him 
in a crate.   You may think it sounds cruel, but I guarantee you that af-
ter a short while in the crate your young dog will start to find comfort 
by being in it.  Besides, if your dog can’t get on your bed, he can’t pee 
in your bed.

Next, you want to make sure your dog is completely housebroken.  
Your dog may be confused as to where he’s supposed to go.  Take the 
time to return to house training 101.  This will do wonders for you in 
the long run.

After that, it’s all about keeping things clean.  If your dog can still smell 
his urine from previous accidents he’ll be more likely to urinate there 
again.  When you’re cleaning up a mess, try using a special pet odor 
eliminator (I use Hartz).  Also, make sure you keep your sheets clean.  
If you’re one of those unlucky people who sweat a lot at night, wash 
your sheets (including your mattress cover) on a regular basis.

All in all, it comes down to knowing your dog.  What will set him off?  
What frightens him and what does he like?  Take the time to “read” 
your dog and work with your dog, and you’ll end up with a wonderful 
relationship. 
 
Reprinted with Permission 2015 
askadogtrainer.blogspot.com

One thing I’ve heard from quite a few clients is that their puppy will 
pee in their bed.  Honestly, a few occasions it hasn’t even been a puppy 
at all, but rather a young adult.  Of course, the owners of these dogs 
are frustrated and furious.  They love their dogs, but are at their wits 
end.  They’re tired of washing sheets and just want a dog they don’t 
have to worry about.  So, what does cause a dog to pee on a bed?

The Cause
The number one reason dogs pee on your bed is the exact same 
reason they chew your dirty underwear and socks...it smells like 
you.  In the wild dogs, and young dogs especially, encounter numer-
ous different predators.  When they encounter a predator, they have 
two choices.  They can fight or they can run, and neither of these is 
extremely beneficial for the dog.  So, to avoid running into one of their 
foes they try to cover their scent.  In the wild (and often on farms or 
in the country), dogs will roll in the nastiest things, like poop or dead 
animals.  In your house, they roll in your dirty underwear and, you 
guessed it, your bed.  Young dogs especially have to be careful, so they 
try to cover the smell of their urine as well.  What better spot to hide 
their scent than in the scent of their protector and guardian.  Your bed 
smells like you...a lot...so your dog is hiding his scent in your bed.  By 
peeing in your bed, and hiding the smell of his urine, your dog is mak-
ing himself feel less vulnerable and less exposed. 

Another Reason
Some dogs are known as “submissive eliminators.”  Many people find 
a submissive dog to be extremely desirable (easy to calm, eager to 
please, good with the family, etc.).  An overly submissive dog, how-
ever, can be a bit of a problem.  Submissive eliminators tend to pee...a 
lot.  They tend to pee when excited.  They’ll pee when they’re scared.  
Sometimes they’ll even pee just because someone entered the room.  
Their pee is actually a huge sign of respect.  If your dog tends to squat 
whenever you walk in the room, then your dog is probably a submis-
sive eliminator.  Younger dogs often grow out of this behavior, but 
if you have an older dog who is still exhibiting this behavior, refer to 
the post on submissive elimination or consult your vet or local animal 
behaviorist.

Why Does My Dog Pee on My Bed?
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What I Learned About Love, I Learned From My Dog:

•	 Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joy ride together. Allow 
the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure 
delight.

•	 When loved ones come home always run to greet them.
•	 When you want treats, put on your cutest face.
•	 Let others know when they’ve invaded your territory.
•	 Take naps together and stretch before rising.
•	 Run, romp and play daily.
•	 Be loyal.
•	 If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.
•	 When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and 

nuzzle them gently.
•	 Thrive on the attention and let people hold you.
•	 Avoid biting, when a simple growl will do.
•	 When you’re happy, dance around and wag your entire body.
•	 No matter how often you’re scolded, don’t buy into the guilt 

thing and pout...
•	 Run right back and make friends.
•	 Delight in the simple joy of a long walk together.
•	 And most importantly, love each other unconditionally. 

I recently got married at the end of Oc-
tober, and I would be remiss if I did not 
include two very important members 
of our family in the festivities: Jack and 
Lily. We were married at the Tellus Sci-
ence Museum, which was a very unique 
venue, but unfortunately did not allow 
pets so they stayed behind at a board-
ing facility in Knoxville. 

First we had them incorporated in all of our paper goods. Our save the 
dates, RSVPs and wedding programs each included an Aussie graphic 
holding a heart. We also had them wear “Thank you” signs for the front 
of our thank you cards. I even had Lily in a veil on my bridal shower 
Thank You notes. My Mom also hand made Jack and Lily figurines for 
my bridal shower sitting in “Mr. and Mrs.” chairs, which we had at our 
place settings at the wedding. I attached Jack and Lily’s dog tags to my 
bouquet handle, so they walked me down the aisle. My husband and 
I were able to sneak away during the reception to watch them on the 
live webcam at the boarding facility. They were awake but looked like 
they were sad to miss out on the fun! 

We also included a reading during our vows called, “What I Learned 
About Love, I Learned From My Dog.” Most importantly, in lieu of 
favors, we made a donation to Australian Terrier Rescue, which helped 
me get Jack. We included a picture of Jack and Lily on every table 
indicating our donation. We were so happy to use our wedding to 
help other needy Aussies. Jack, Lily and I are all excited to officially be 
Williams now!

The Adventures of Jack & Lil
Heather Williams has owned Australian Terriers for over 20 years and she currently has two Aussies named Jack and Lily. Jack and Lily, while they are 
not involved in showing, share many other adventures with Heather. Jack is a three year old rescue and competes in rally obedience. He enjoys trying new 
activities like scent discrimination and because Heather works at a pet product company, he is able to come to work with her every day. Lily is still a puppy and 
spends her days romping at day camp with her friends. She has been in numerous photo and video shoots for pet products and loves being a star.
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The Judge’s Corner

Our guest judge this issue is Connie H Clark, Judge for Montgomery County KC 2015

It was a pleasure to judge the ATCA Supported Entry this year and to 
see such quality with many lovely and outstanding exhibits.

Winner’s Dog was THE FARM’S FIRST START AT TOGA, a blue and tan 
dog from the puppy class, who at 10 months of age possesses good 
proportion, strong head and  expression with enough forechest for a 
young dog, good on the move.

Winner’s Bitch and Best of Winners was TEMORA CAUSE & EFFECT, 
coming from the Open class with beautiful type and proportion, a 
strong head, small well placed ears, dark eye and keen expression.  A 
good blend of neck into shoulders, displaying good reach and drive as 
she went around the ring.  Very sure of herself.

The Best of Breed competition brought out top winning  Specials, all 
contenders and each pushing hard for the top award.  

Best of Breed was awarded to GCH TEMORA SAY IT WITH BACON, a 
blue and tan dog possessing beautiful type, proportion and balance.  
Strong head and muzzle, good ear and dark eyes giving a keen expres-
sion.  Lovely neck into well laid back shoulders, strong level topline 
and tailset.   Standing well over his front with wonderful forechest, 
good bend of stifle and short hocks propelling him freely around the 
ring with good reach and drive.

Select Dog was awarded to GCH DUNHAM LAKE UNANIMOUS DECI-
SION, a red dog with a strong, level topline and tailset, good ear with a 
lovely dark eye and keen expression.  Good layback of shoulder, bend 
of stifle, short hock with good reach and drive. 

There were two in the Best Bred by Exhibitor in Breed Competition. 
Select Dog was Best Bred By Exhibitor over the Best of Opposite Sex 
winner.

Best of Opposite Sex was awarded to GCH DUNHAM LAKE TOUCHED 
BY AN ANGEL GABRIELA, a blue and tan, feminine with a sparkling 
dark eye and expression. 
Strong level topline and 
tailset, standing well 
over her front, good 
forechest, bend of stifle 
and short hocks moved 
her freely around the 
ring with good reach 
and drive. She gave her 
kennel mate competi-
tion for Best Bred By 
Exhibitor.

Select Bitch was award-
ed to GCH SAMABEL 
LUCY’S DARK MAGIC a 
quality bitch with lovely 
proportion and good 
reach and drive who also 
pushed hard for the top 
award.

How long have you been a judge: I started in 2008, so I’ve been 
judging for 7 years.

What do you enjoy while judging the breed? Their spunkiness 
and liveliness.

What do you like most about the breed? Their attitude, heads 
up, tails up, looking for “it” wherever it may be!

What Aussie from the past has impressed you the most?  
I have to say, CH Crestwood’s Crackerjack.

Do you see a difference in the dogs from the past to the pres-
ent? More consistency today, better structure and balance.

What do you see has improved in the breed over the years? 
Fronts and rears.  Also, the grooming and presentation is on a higher 
level, which I see all across the country.

What do you feel needs improving in the breed? Definitely, 
keels, forechest.

How do you find the consistency currently in the breed? Very 
much improved, especially the side gait.

When you are judging the breed, what are you looking for? 
Type, correct proportions, keen, alert expression, balance, structure 
and movement.

What do you see as the Hallmark of the breed? There are sev-
eral, the definite rough extending into the apron and the soft textured 
topknot.

What is your interpretation of a ‘blue’ coat on a b/t? That the 
blue should never be black. I look for texture as well.

Do you or have you 
seen a difference in 
the blue-tans over 
the reds? Yes, the 
blue-tans tend to have 
a darker eye than the 
reds. 
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Montgomery Week Results 2015
Hatboro Kennel Club 9-30-2015 
Judge R.C., Williams
BOB - GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
BOS - Temora Cause & Effect 
BW - Temora Cause & Effect 
WD - Samabel Keep On The Sunnyside   
RWD - The Farm’s First Start At Toga 
WB - Temora Cause & Effect 
RWB - Akiba’s Bellissima   
SEL Dog - Wild West’s Mac Attack 
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic 
BOBOH - Samabel Keep On The Sunnyside

Morris & Essex 10-1-2015 
Judge Seymour Weiss
BOB - GCH CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo 
BOS - GCH CH Dunham Lake Touched By An Angel Gabriela 
BW - Marble Arch Just Give Me A Reason 
WD - Marble Arch Just Give Me A Reason 
RWD - The Farm’s First Start At Toga 
WB - Temora Cause & Effect 
RWB - Akiba’s Bellissima 
SEL Dog - CH Wild West’s Mac Attack 
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic 

Hatboro Kennel Club 10-2-2015 
Judge Pamela Peat
BOB - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision 
BOS - GCH CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic 
BW - Rock Village Listen To Your Heart 
WD - The Farm’s Spirit Walker’s Grace 
RWD - Samabel Keep On The Sunnyside 
WB - Rock Village Listen To Your Heart 
RWB - Rock Village Go Your Own Way  
SEL Dog - GCH CH Aka Inu Jaskorin Circo Massimo 
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Dunham Lake Gabriella Touched By An Angel 
AOM - Marble Arch Just Give Me A Reason 
AOM - GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy EE5,MX,MJ,RN  
BOBOH - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision 

Montgomery County Kennel Club 10-4-2015 
Judge Connie H Clark
BOB - GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
BOS - GCH CH Dunham Lake Touched By An Angel Gabriela 
BW - Temora Cause & Effect 
WD - The Farm’s First Start At Toga 
RWD - Dunham Lake Scout’s Honor 
WB - Temora Cause & Effect 
RWB - Akiba’s Bellissima 
SEL Dog - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision 
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic
BBE - GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
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Pam suggests keeping 
training sessions very 
short and changing the 
exercises around. Terriers 
love not knowing what’s 
coming next! They like 
excitement and the men-
tal challenge of figuring 
out what you want. If you 
make it too easy, they’ll 
find something more 
interesting to do.

Likewise, terriers become 
bored at standard obedi-
ence classes waiting 
around while other dogs 
work. They like to be the 
center of attention and 
want to be “on” all the 
time. Being naturally 
domineering creatures, they often challenge other dogs whom they 
think are stealing their attention.

Use food treats liberally - most terriers are highly food-motivated. 
Rather than correct the dog for mistakes (which simply makes terriers 
angry and more stubborn), use positive motivation by rewarding them 
generously for what they’ve done right. For terriers, training MUST BE 
FUN or the dog will simply refuse to learn anything.

Pam reports that “clicker” training, a positive motivation method that 
inspires a dog to think, is quite successful with lively terriers. To find 
out more about clicker training, I recommend Karen Pryor’s book Don’t 
Shoot the Dog : The New Art of Teaching and Training

Both Dean and Pam remind owners that no matter how much train-
ing they do, their terriers will never be dependable off leash because 
of their deeply rooted hunting instincts and natural impulsiveness. 
Their instantaneous reaction to anything that looks like it should be 
chased or investigated causes them to completely forget their training. 
Instinct will always override their owners’ commands. Therefore, Pam 
says, a terrier owner should never depend on obedience training when 
the dog is in a potentially dangerous situation.

Dean stresses that active terriers need an exercise, play and obedi-
ence session every day to keep them manageable. He agrees with Pam 
that hitting or spanking a terrier just doesn’t work, it only makes them 
stubborn and aggressive. Instead, use psychology and remember their 
strongest motivation in life is to have fun – you must make it fun for 
them to do whatever it is you want!

Copyright 2015 by Canis Major Publications. 
All rights reserved. 
Used by permission 
www.canismajor.com

Pawsitive Tips
Terrier Terrors

Terriers just wanna have fun! by Norma Bennett Woolf
Q: Help! My Terrier is only eight months old but he’s already out of control. 
I can’t seem to teach him anything or make him do what he’s told. Heck, 
I can’t even get his attention most of the time! He won’t come when he’s 
called and I can’t trust him off leash. I took him to obedience class once but 
that didn’t make any difference. The instructor gave up on him. I’m at the 
end of my rope – is there anything I can do?

A: The qualities that make terriers so appealing – courage, boldness 
and a fun-loving spirit – can also make them difficult to live with. Un-
like most breeds, terriers were bred to work independently of people. 
Retrievers, for example, instinctively know how to retrieve but they ex-
pect their people to tell them when, how and what to retrieve. Terriers, 
on the other hand, were intended to roam their owners’ property on 
their own, seeking out and killing rats and assorted vermin. They were 
expected to work by themselves without human intervention and 
make their own decisions. Many terriers, in fact, don’t see people as 
their “masters” at all but as nuisances that are interfere with their fun!

Terrier authority Pam Bishop of the Fox Terrier Network says that  
Terriers are actually fairly easy to train but that training must be done 
differently than with other breeds. She stresses that terriers just want 
to have fun – literally! The pursuit of fun is their main goal in life. 
Anything that prevents them from having a good time becomes an 
obstacle to be overcome. Being very smart and curious, they are able 
to figure things out quickly and are easily bored by standard obedi-
ence classes.

Along with their sharp, inquisitive minds, terriers were bred to have ex-
ceptional courage and persistence. They don’t back down to anything 
and that includes their owners! Pam says that it’s next to impossible to 
make a terrier do something it doesn’t want to, another handicap to 
standard training methods. They also have a remarkable (and frus-
trating!) ability, because of their keen hunting instincts, to key in on 
something and tune out everything else around them, including their 
owners’ commands.

Terrier owner Dean Williamson shares a few tips from his experience 
living with this breed as well as other terriers: Dean says that Terriers 
are very pack-oriented and need a clear understanding of where they 
fit in their human family’s pecking order. Without firm rules to follow, 
they will put themselves in charge of your household. Crate training 
is essential to successfully living with a terrier, Dean says. Your Terrier 
should learn to sleep in his crate at night, not in your bed right away. 

If your dog begs or gets into mischief while the family eats, put him in 
his crate.

Pam recommends that, for best results, a terrier should be well-social-
ized before starting obedience class. Take your dog daily for walks on 
leash outside of his own yard and property. Let him see, hear, investi-
gate and get used to new sights and sounds. Walks make constructive 
use of your terrier’s endless supply of energy, too.

To successfully train a terrier, Pam says, training must be fast-paced, 
fun, and designed to take advantage of the dog’s natural intelligence 
and curiosity. They catch on quickly and become bored with repetition. 
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True to Form
By Pluis Davern 

To keep our dogs whole, breeders must build on the underlying sense 
of purpose in the standard - and put it to the test both in the ring and 
in the field.

No one who has seen a sighthound flowing through the field in 
pursuit of game or witnessed the rock-steady point of a bird dog 
after a long quest can fail to be awed by the skill of such dogs - or the 
foresight of the breeders who were able to develop and enhance these 
qualities in their breeding programs. The sheer diversity of form that 
enables these functions to be met is a visible tribute to dog men and 
women of yore.

Maintaining Type and Ability
Maintaining this integrity of breed type and performance ability is the 
challenge that dedicated breeders across the country have accepted 
and made their life’s work. In an effort to produce a true dual-purpose 
dog - one that can shine in both the ring and the field - they choose to 
walk a fine line between moderation and mediocrity. It is a challenge 
not only to produce such a dog - or, over time, a line of such dogs - but 
also to refute the pervasive thought among fanciers that any such 
breeding is by its very nature neither fish nor fowl and therefore, by 
definition, mediocre.

When we examine the original intent of those breeders of yesteryear, 
we realize that the criteria for breeding has changed over the years 
- and sadly, in a majority of cases, to the detriment of the breed’s 
original purpose. Admittedly, the necessity for having a dog find game, 
herd sheep or cattle, or bring in the fishing nets is limited to the very 
few whose livelihood depends on those activities - and even in those 
cases, technology now provides them with the means to do these jobs 
faster, though not always better.

However, the many different breeds that originated in small geo-
graphic areas around the world are unique in their ability to handle 
the terrain and conditions prevalent in their so-called backyard. As we 
breed and exhibit them in the show ring today, we have the tremen-
dous responsibility to nurture and preserve all the qualities that define 
each and every one of them - and that means putting them to the test 
in the field.

When asked, the majority of dual-purpose breeders feel their prime 
concern in producing true dual-potential dogs is to use those with 
the most correct structure for the job. This does not necessarily mean 
breeding to a top-winning dog in the show ring, although the major-
ity of them are likely to have their conformation championships.

Overall correct balance is the first prerequisite in breeding a multi-
functional dog. A dog with a superb shoulder layback and angulation 
and matching rear assembly is of greater value to these breeders than 
a dog carrying a profuse and glorious coat. Moderate size was stressed 
as most desirable, even though in the conformation ring, larger is 
often considered better. Second, breeders must look at attitude and 
ability.

Selecting for Structure and Balance
Melissa Newman, a breeder of dual-champion English Setters, chooses 
her puppies based on structural balance, followed by reach and drive. 
Newman breeds for side gait then picks the puppy with the most 
natural instinct and attitude. A great working dog, as well as a great 
show dog, says Newman, should have an intensity and desire that 
make it stand above the crowd.

When questioned about this, Dr. Grace Blair, a modern-day pioneer in 
the world of the dual-purpose standard Poodle, voiced her concern 
that even a highly motivated dog cannot do the job for which it was 
bred without the necessary physical attributes. A deep, slab-sided 
chest and a straight front cannot help maintain the reach and pull in 
the water that a retrieving breed must have to bring back ducks and 
geese. A “ewe neck” (a neck in which the topline is concave, rather 
than convex), which causes a high head carriage when retrieving, 
drives the rear down and makes swimming an arduous task at best. 
Such flaws, which may be artfully masked by superb grooming, can 
become the downfall of a working dog.
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Esterkin’s reason for not awarding the dog points was that as a cours-
ing breed, mass and velocity must be such as to enable the dog to 
turn and change direction after its prey without losing time or ground. 
My dog was magnificent as a show dog, but not as working hound. 
Although I finished him fairly easily, Esterkin’s comments reminded me 
how important it is to take the true purpose of a dog to heart.

A similar dilemma faces Labrador and Golden Retriever breeders 
who strive to produce a dual-purpose dog in the face of the polar-
ized events of conformation shows and field trials, such as they are. 
Retriever field trials have evolved from hunting trials to competitions 
based on the superlative training of dogs approximating that of Olym-
pic athletes. The gentleman’s 
shooting dog is not to be 
found there - and, alas, the like-
lihood of a true dual champion 
in any of the retriever breeds 
in America today is becoming 
ever more slim.

Michael Woods, a noted 
Canadian all-breed judge and 
Labrador breeder, recently 
visited Australia and New 
Zealand, where he had the 
privilege of adjudicating a few 
shows. He was delighted to 
report that there are more than 
a handful of dual champions 
in both those countries. Their 
field trials, however, are based 
on requirements for a superlative non-slip retriever, as in the original 
trials established in England.
With the dawn of the performance test program, the AKC created an 
opportunity for breeders who strive to keep their breeds whole and 
unique to showcase their stock. Since its inception, the program has 
become a forum for breeders and competitors who carry the torch of 
tradition, and the subsequent proving ground for dogs that can do it 
all - terriers, hounds, gundogs, coursers, herders and coonhounds. In 
the long run, it just may be these true dual-purpose dogs - the con-
formation champions that are also master performance titlists - that 
prove once and for all that although form follows function, function 
fails without form.

Pluis Davern is a professional handler, field trainer and breeder from 
Gilroy, Calif. Dedicated to the sport for more than 30 years, she has taken 
part in, and trained dogs for, conformation, obedience, hunting tests, field 
trials and search-and-rescue work.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
akc.org

So if it is possible to produce a dog with proper structure, a desire to 
work and a tractable nature, why are there not more dual champions 
in our performance breeds? A review of the original purpose of each 
breed - and the evolution of the measures by which we test these 
functions - should shed some light on this.

Most of the sporting dogs were designed to hunt with a handler 
on foot, thereby moving at a reasonable pace and at a reasonable 
distance from the gun. Trials were held where these parameters were 

tested. Over the years, however, the tenor of 
these competitions has changed, resulting in 
speed becoming one of the foremost criteria 
for successful trial dogs. As a consequence, 
many breeding programs followed suit, often 
compromising breed type and original intent.

Carol Chadwick, a breeder of six dual-
champion German Shorthaired Pointers, 
says all-around breeders face tremendous 
pressure. To compete successfully in field 
trials, Chadwick’s first criterion is performance 
- looking for the dogs that have soundness, 

run and style. Breeding since the early 1980s to dual lines that have 
consistently produced winning offspring, and avoiding using only 
field pedigrees, she has sacrificed playing on level turf at the perfor-
mance end. In doing so, however, she has maintained breed type and 
integrity.

Renowned multigroup and field-trial judge Dorothy Macdonald, also a 
successful breeder of Brittanys, emphasizes that in her breed, litters are 
graded first and foremost for natural ability, independence and style. 
“You are breeding,” says Macdonald emphatically, “for the field.” Of all 
the sporting dogs, the Brittany standard is most adamant and direct 
about attributes the framers felt were of paramount importance in 
sustaining the working heritage of the breed.

Taking Purpose to Heart
A number of years ago I was exhibiting a magnificent Rhodesian 
Ridgeback with great ring presence. His only problem was that he was 
huge. At a small California show he was the only male entered, but 
subsequently did not go Best of Winners. My disappointment must 
have been obvious because some time later, while walking past that 
ring, the judge, a respected breeder of Afghan Hounds named Carol 
Esterkin, beckoned me over and gave me an insight that clarified the 
philosophy of form and function once again.
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What Is Flyball?
Ask any dog and they’ll tell you!
Flyball is a high-speed relay sport dogs can play with their owners. A 
team competes against other teams to jump four hurdles, catch a ball 
and run back in succession until all four dogs have had their turn. The 
first team to run the race without making a mistake and in the fastest 
time WINS! Small, large, fast, slow, pure-breed or mixed breed, this is a 
sport for all dogs.

Who Can Play?
The best thing about flyball is that any breed can race. There are some 
advantages, and disadvantages, to certain breeds though. Of course, 
some dogs are faster while others are shorter, making them ideal 
height dogs. It all comes down to the divisions in racing.

There are 3 main divisions in flyball:

•	 Regular Division: any combination of breeds can race together.
•	 Multi-breed Division: you can have duplicate breeds listed on this 

team but, the four dogs on the racing floor “MUST” all be a differ-
ent breed.

•	 Open Division: any combination of breeds can race together. You 
don’t even have to be in the same club!

This is a non-discriminating dog sport.

Flyball Fever!
Flyball is open to all dogs whether they are pure-breeds, mixes, res-
cues, puppies or adult dogs. And handlers range from young owners 
to those that are young at heart. So, if you have a desire to spend time 
with your dog doing something the whole family can enjoy than fly-
ball might be just what you have been looking for. Come to a tourna-
ment and check out the fast paced competitive action for yourself!

Teams
Teams consist of six dogs. From the six listed to race, only four will be 
out on the floor racing at any given time. But you can switch out dogs 
each heat if you choose. Here are examples of each type of team.

Regular Team
•	 Border Collie
•	 Border Collie
•	 Mix
•	 Jack Russell Terrier
•	 Border Collie
•	 Mix

Multi-Breed Team:
•	 Border Collie
•	 Australian Shepherd
•	 Mix
•	 Jack Russell Terrier
•	 Border Collie
•	 Staffordshire Bull Terrier

Because this is a multi-breed team, the four dogs on the racing floor 
must all be a different breed. So even though there is more than one 
Border Collie listed, only one can be on the racing floor during a heat.

Who is Racing?
There are over 21,000 dogs registered in the sport of flyball, and the 
top two breeds are Border Collies (for their work ethic and speed) and 
mix breeds (because they are the most common dog owned). Jack 
Russell Terriers are up there due to their small stature making them 
a good choice for a height dog (see “jumps” for more information on 
height dogs). Australian Shepherds and Labs round out the top five 
with all these breeds having anywhere from 1,000 - 5300 competitors 
registered.

Height Dog
The “Height Dog” is the smallest dog on the team and the one to de-
termine the height of the jumps. You can have more than one height 
dog on a team but the one that is on the floor racing is the one that 
determines the jump height for that heat.

In NAFA the dog is measured at the withers and five inches are sub-
tracted to calculate the jump height. If a dog measures right on an 
inch mark the number is rounded down thus making a reading of 15” 
qualify as “not over 15” and makes the jumps 9”.

U-FLI measures a dog from their elbow to their heel and that mea-
surement is the dog’s jump height. Their jump range is 6” - 12”. This 
method of measuring results in more dogs being able to be a team’s 
“height dog.”

The Box
The “ideal” box turn is where the dog gets all four feet up high on the 
box and completes a swimmers turn while catching a tennis ball that 
is shooting out of the hole.

The front of the box is a pedal that 
triggers the release of a ball when 
hit. The dog’s turn determines 
whether the ball goes in the right or 
left hole.

Ideally, the dog does a swimmers 
turn “on” the box after catching the 
ball. Some dogs, especially large 
ones, leave one foot on the ground 
to help them pivot around.

Once the ball is caught, the 
dog springs off the box to 
help gain speed for the return 
over the jumps and back to his 
handler.
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The Start Dog
Start dogs are the only dogs racing that do not pass into another dog. 
AND, they get two tries to get their starts perfect (timer reading .000 
seconds). But, they will have a dog passing into them on their return 
and will need to know, and be comfortable with, passing in case they 
have a flag.

Passing
It’s all about the timing!
A pass can make or break a race so learning to pass is very important. 
Once your dog has learned the basics (jumping the hurdles, triggering 
the box and coming back to you with a ball in it’s mouth) it is time to 
introduce passing.

The Trust Factor
Most dogs will avoid colliding with another dog in their everyday life 
so passing close to one at high speeds is not something that most 
dogs are comfortable with.

Traffic Pattern: there is 
a natural traffic flow in 
racing that helps keep 
everyone safe and out 
of each others way. 
The handlers and dogs 
line up on the right 
and release from this 
side. Dogs coming back 
learn to move to the 
left and return into the 
run back area on that 
side.

Handlers Job: it is the 
handler’s job to deter-
mine “when” to release 
their dog to get a 
perfect pass. Practicing 
running the team helps 
dogs get used to each 
other and comfortable 
with passing.

Start/Finish Line: everyone wants the perfect pass (nose to nose at 
the start/finish line) but it does take some time to master. The pass 
evaluator (person calling the passes) helps here. They will let you 
know how late, or how early, your pass was so you can adjust and have 
a better pass for the next heat.

There are a lot of factors involved in passing that need to be 
taken into consideration. Dog’s speed, whether the dog you’re 
passing into has the ball securely in it’s mouth and their comfort level 
with close passing. Most dogs get caught up in the excitement and 
thrill of the race so that close passes doesn’t bother them.

Benefits
There are many human and canine reasons to get involved in racing 
flyball.

•	 Flyball is a great way to interact with your dog and help to keep 
them healthy and fit.

•	 It is a great way to spend time with family and friends along with 
meeting new people.

•	 A fun way to travel to new locations while competing in tourna-
ments.

•	 A great way to enjoy healthy competition in a team sport.
•	 A social event where you are surrounded by other people that 

love their pets as much as you do!

Points
During every race all the dogs running have the opportunity to earn 
points. The points accumulate over time and earn them titles. Here are 
points earned for total times:

•	 Under 24 seconds: each dog racing in that heat receives 25 points
•	 Under 28 seconds: each dog receives 5 points
•	 Under 32 seconds: each dog receives 1 point
 
Titles
Titles are given for milestones in the sport. Sometimes that is as simple 
as a NEW dog’s first clean run. As time goes by, and the dog becomes a 
seasoned competitor, it takes longer to reach the next title.

Where Do I Start?
If you have a dog and would like to give flyball a try you need to take 
a class to learn the basics or join a club where they will help train your 
dog. You can find more information on clubs looking for new mem-
bers through these organizations: NAFA or Flyball Home Page. U-Fli is 
the best place to find out about classes which usually last for 6 weeks.

Flyball Organizations
NAFA, the North American Flyball Association, has been around the 
longest and covers both North America and Canada. U-FLI is a newer 
organization that promotes family & fun which is growing in popular-
ity. More information on each organization can be found on their links.

Northamerican Flyball Association**

UFLI

**As of July 1, 2012, the AKC recognizes three titles of the North American 
Flyball Association (NAFA). Owners may apply to have the titles recorded 
on their dogs’ AKC records, and the flyball titles then will be displayed on 
pedigrees and other AKC documents.
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SUPPORT THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER TRUST
WITH YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING!

SHOP ONLINE AND GIVE!    AT NO COST TO YOU! 

                                 
•	 Amazon Smile: log on to smile.amazon.com, select  Australian Terrier Tr   Your selection will be 

remembered & Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the AusTTrust.
•	 iGive.com:  create an account, choose Australian Terrier Trust as your cause.  Download the iGive 

Button.  It automatically tells stores when you shop online that you want your shopping to support 
your cause.  The iGive button can also be downloaded to your iPhone or Android Smartphone.

•	 Goodsearch.com:  open account, select Australian Terrier Trust as your cause. When using Good-
search.com as your search engine, $0.01 will be donated for each search.  Those pennies can add 
up.

•	 Goodshop.com:  open account, select Australian Terrier Trust as your cause.  Over 2800 partici-
pating stores will donate a percentage of what you spend to the AusTTrust.

The AusTTrust is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization assisting ATCA in supporting our breed through Health & Education.



What goals to do you have for you and your dog?  Who helps you 
accomplish your goals?  I hope to win Best Junior Handler! I also want 
to be like my mom and get #1 Terrier Junior Handler one day. I have 
learned that you have to show off your dog to do this.  My mom helps 
me the most. I have a puppy Australian Terrier of my own now and 
I want to teach her agility and obedience, and show her in Breed to 
make her a Champion. 

What would you like to do in the future?  My goal for a career is to 
be a vet or a dog groomer.  I would like to go to Clemson University 
because it is close to home and it is a nice college. 

Any final thoughts or comments?  We have 7 week old Aussie babies 
and I love to play with them and watch them grow. They are the cutest 
puppies ever!!  I love Australian Terriers!!! 

This month’s column will feature Ryley Beckwith, a Junior who is new 
to Conformation.  Enjoy!

Can you tell us something about yourself?  My name is Ryley and I 
love to ride horses and show dogs. I am 9 years old, and I live in Six 
Mile, South Carolina. My neighborhood is mostly my family.  I live up 
a big driveway.  When you go up my driveway my mom’s grooming 
shop is at the top with my house behind it.   My Papa’s house is across 
the yard.  We have a HUGE yard with a cow pasture around it. Down 
the street is my Grandpa and Grandma’s house.  Next to their house 
is my aunt’s house and my Nana and Papa’s house. I am in 4th grade 
and I go to Six Mile Elementary.  I enjoy watching my baby sister and 
playing with my dogs. 

Tell us how you got starting in Junior Showmanship.  I began Juniors 
because my mom shows dogs and used to show Australian Terriers 
in Junior Showmanship.  My first dog show was on July 23rd through 
July 26th, 2015 In Greenville, SC.  I was VERY nervous!!!

What do you like about the Australian Terrier?  I like the Aussie  
because they are very playful and loveable.  I show the Australian  
Terrier because my mom has bred them since she was 13 and that’s 
the only breed we have.  I have not shown any other breed.

The Next Generation....
Juniors are important to the future of the sport of dogs and responsible dog ownership, and the more they learn, the more valuable 
they become. We felt it is important to showcase our Juniors  here and around the world. To help in that endeavor, we are starting a 
new series hosted by Mary Ellis, the mother of one of our Juniors here in the USA!
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  A Blast From
  The Past

AKC Gazette   
                        Mrs. Milton Fox              

   November, 1984

It is most appropriate that during these AKC historical months that 
there be included now a short history of the Australian Terrier Club of 
the Greater Chicago area.

The Club was first named Lacomac, formerly the Australian Terrier Club 
of Illinois.  It was founded at the International Kennel Club Show of 
April, 1962.

Mrs. Milton Fox was present and hoped to arouse interest in the parent 
club and the breed.  She suggested that the people at the show form 
the nucleus of an organization whereby people could meet in pursuit 
of their common interest in the breed.  The idea was eagerly adopted 
and the club was formed.

At first the people were just pet owners wanting to learn more about 
the breed, and planned to have social gatherings.  Pressure to have the 
club sanctioned was not planned.

Those interested in breeding and showing conducted the first fun 
match in 1963.  Mrs. Josephine Zitko was the judge.  There was an 
entry of 20 class dogs, with two specials.  In the following years the 
judges were Mrs. Eunice Clark, Mrs. Florise Hogan, and Marie Rathman.
The first match was held at the home of one of the south side 
members.  The second was held there also, in 1964.  In 1965 a match 
was held in Harvard, IL, at Thornoaks Farm.  In 1966 one was held in 
Highland Park and in 1967 we met again in the Thornoaks  home of 
the Bartholemew’s  In 1970 we drew 43 entries in the classes with 17 
champions.  This showed the interest that had built up in the area.

In 1967 the Fun Match was held under the auspices of the parent club 
and was, therefore, sanctioned as a “B” match in order to prepare for 
hosting the National Specialty the following year.  We held a match in 
1968 and also hosted the Traveling Specialty in conjunction with the 
Chain ‘O Lakes KC.  We repeated this in 1970.

Throughout this learning period the membership had shown an inter-
est in becoming a local Specialty Club.

Our application was sent to the AKC in 1974, was approved, and we, 
in the meantime, had made our plans to have our first Sanctioned 
Specialty at the Great Lakes Terrier Show in June of that year.

Our first judge was Winifred Heckman and the first BB Australian Ter-
rier was Ch. Sprite Lea Dylan, owned and bred by Gene and Katharine 
Barnes.   Of the 35 charter members there are four that still belong to 
the Club. This tenth anniversary was dedicated to the memory of Gene 
H. Barnes, a staunch Australian Terrier supported and distinguished 
breeder who held several offices and was one of the founders of the 
ATCGCA.

The tenth Specialty weekend on June 16, 1984, had arrived after an-
other year of planning and we hoped we were prepared!
Thursday night delegates for the Great Lakes Terrier Association 
helped set the scene for the specialties on Saturday.  They cleaned out 
the building, hung banners of each club and the Great Lakes Terrier 
Association logo banners.

Friday proved to be perfect for showing at Skokie Valley KC with 
Judge Robert Graham.  BW was Crestwoods Cinder, owned by Marge 
Reignier.  While BOS was Ch. Wismiss Olivia, owned by Carol Sazama, 
and BB Ch. Crestwoods Crackerjack, owned by Marge Reignier.   
Second in Group.

Saturday the ATCGCA held a brunch at the motorhome that Bridgit 
Gierhan and Jennie Worthing had for the weekend.  Many wonderful 
Australian Terrier fanciers attended.

Sweepstakes: 16 entries  
Judge: Roland Taub
Best in Sweeps Puppy Bitch, Hott to Trott on the Farm, owner Sheila 
Wolpoff.  Best of Opposite Puppy Dog, Regency Bravo, Ida Ellen Wein-
stock and Alice Ann Wight.

Regular classes:  43 entries   
Judge: Dr. M. Josephine Deubler
BW: Sprite Lea Deanna, owner Katharine Barnes. BOS Ch. Regency 
Lady Begorrah, owners Ida Ellen Weinstock and Alice Ann Wight. BB 
CH Crestwood Crackerjack, owner Margaret Reignier.  Crackerjack was 
handled by Jane Tenor and went second in group.

Sunday, at Chain ‘O Lakes, which ATCGCA supported, there were 25 en-
tries.  The judge, Mrs. Carson, chose BW Ridge Park Chadwick, owned 
by Marjorie Lehtinen. BOS Ch. WIsmiss Olivia, owned by Carol Sazama.  
BB Ch. Crestwoods Crackerjack and he went fourth in group.
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To the innocent ears of the 1950s it sounds like a “Genuine Canine 
Chorus” trained to bark in tune, as the publicity handouts suggest. 
Actually, Weismann creates the illusion by splicing together random 
dog barks. The five performers billed as The Singing Dogs—Dolly 
the Poodle, terriers Pearl and Pussy, and shepherd dogs Caesar and 
King—are in reality just stock photos slapped onto the record sleeve. 
“Jingle Bells” is released in Scandinavia and then England, where it 
does well enough to catch the attention of RCA Victor Records in 
America. Riding the wave of “novelty records” made possible by new 
recording technologies, RCA aggressively promotes “Jingle Bells” 
while slyly keeping up the pretense that it was performed by a troupe 
of trained dogs. Thanks to seasonal airplay and an all-out publicity 
blitz, “Jingle Bells” sells a half-million copies.

Usually, the shelf life of 
such novelty records is 
short. But The Singing 
Dogs gain a new leash 
on life during the holiday 
season of 1970, when 
a New York DJ dusts off 
“Jingle Bells” and starts 
the craze all over again. 
RCA digs the record 
out of mothballs and 
re-releases it. Amazingly 
to all concerned, it sells a 
million copies. It’s this re-
release that establishes 
The Singing Dogs as one 
of the evergreen sounds of the season. And now we’re stuck with it. 
Weismann and Charles’s pioneering feat of aural trickery survives as a 
love-it-or-hate-it phenomenon of pup culture.

To those who love it, God bless you, every one—you’re a hearty 
breed.

And to those for whom hearing The Singing Dogs is the equivalent of 
taking several sharp blows to the head with a croquet mallet, blame 
it on Denmark.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
akc.org

Yes, of course, we all love dogs. I wouldn’t be writing this, and you 
wouldn’t be reading this, if we didn’t all love dogs. But you’ve got to 
draw the line somewhere. And for me, the line is drawn every 
December at The Singing Dogs and their excruciating version of 
“Jingle Bells.” I’m not alone. In a listener poll conducted for the radio 
industry by Edison Media Research, it was voted the number-one 
record those surveyed would least like to hear during the holiday 
season. (The caroling canines overcame some stiff competition: 
Grandma Got Run Over By a Reindeer finished fifth, and Seymour 
Swine & the Squealers’ all-pig rendition of Blue Christmas ran 
seventh.) It surprised me to learn that Denmark is responsible for The 
Singing Dogs.

Denmark is usually such a nice, agreeable country. Many of the finer 
things in life come from Denmark. Hans Christian Andersen. Blue 
cheese. Butter cookies. Some countries export terrorism and intoler-
ance; the Danish are synonymous with breakfast pastry. But in 1955, 
without warning or provocation, Denmark sicced the dogs on us—
and Christmas has never been the same. The story begins in Copen-
hagen, in the early 1950s. Technology developed during WWII gives 
rise to portable tape recorders.

A radio engineer named Carl Weismann roams the city taping animal 
sounds—first birdsong, then the barking of dogs. Weismann experi-
ments with his tapes by cutting and pasting them into different pat-
terns, speeding them up and slowing them down, and creating sonic 
effects that are common today but were revolutionary in those early 
days of sound on tape. Weismann and record producer Don Charles 
collaborate on the unlikely notion of dogs barking familiar melo-
dies—“Jingle Bells” among them—with musical accompaniment.

Not-So-Great Danes:  
The Dogs Who Stole Christmas

By Bud Boccone
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Ovulation Timing & Preventing
Fading Puppies 
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The Takeaway:
Your goal is to get every puppy nursing on colostrum within the 
first four hours of his life.

But it’s crucial each puppy ingests colostrum in the first 12 hours of 
life.

How Crucial Is It?
A 2014 study by Royal Canin looked at the correlation between how 
many antibodies a puppy had at two days old (serum immunoglobulin 
concentration) and neonatal death rate.  The results are dramatic and 
quite clear - low antibody levels at two days old have a very strong 
correlation with neonatal death rate.

Life & Death Numbers
195 puppies from 34 litters of 12 different breeds in a French breeding 
facility were included in the study.  Blood was drawn on the puppies 
at two days old and antibodies measured. The correlation between 
neonatal survival and antibody levels at two days old is striking:

•	 95% of the puppies with antibody levels above 230 mg/dl at 
two days old survived to three weeks old.

•	 Only 56% of puppies with antibody levels below 230 mg/dl at 
two days old survived to three weeks old.

Why Should This Matter So Much? 
“Fading Puppy Syndrome” is a catch all phrase applied to any neonatal 
puppy that dies from unknown and uncontrollable causes.  There are 
lots of reasons a puppy might “fade” including congenital abnormali-
ties, constipation, chilling, hypoglycemia, inadequate maternal care 
and/or lack of competent breeder or veterinary intervention.

But the Royal Canin study seems to indicate that the lion’s share of fad-
ing puppies are fading because their low antibody levels made them 
unable to fight off routine viruses and bacteria to which all puppies 
are exposed at birth.

The causes of “Fading Puppy Syndrome,” where puppies inexplicably 
begin to fail and die within a few days of birth, is still poorly under-
stood.  Breeders valiantly try heroic measures to save the puppies - a 
few puppies might make it, but many, if not most, may still slip through 
a breeder’s fingers like so many grains of sand.

But new research about dogs, combined with established knowledge 
about farm animal breeding, has led to new ideas that could stop 
some cases of Fading Puppy Syndrome before they start.

“Passive” Is Aggressive Protection
Most mammals (animals that drink their mother’s milk as babies) 
are born with incomplete immune systems.  They are not capable of 
developing their own immunity and they would almost certainly die 
unless they got immunity from an external source.  So they rely on 
“passive immunity” to survive.  Passive immunity simply means im-
munity derived from another individual.

Human babies acquire passive immunity while still in the womb.  The 
maternal antibodies cross the placenta to the infant, and the baby is 
born with some protection from disease.

Dogs have a different method of granting passive immunity to their 
offspring.  Puppies (like calves, piglets, foals, and kittens) receive little 
or no maternal antibodies while in the womb – little or no maternal 
antibodies cross the placenta to the puppies, and the puppies are 
born with very little or no immunity to disease.  They rely on drinking 
their mother’s colostrum after they are born to gain the antibodies 
they need to survive.

Colostrum - Its A Two Part Story
Just to review, colostrum is the first milk the bitch produces in the first 
few hours after whelping. One of colostrum’s principal  functions is to 
pass on maternal antibodies to the puppies.  Whatever the bitch has 
immunity to, her puppies will also have immunity to, if they drink her 
colostrum in a timely fashion.  There’s a big catch, however, which this 
clip from our film “Puppy Culture” explains.

Race Against Time
The reality is that “gut closure” (the time when the puppies’ intestinal 
walls close and are no longer able to absorb colostrum) begins within 
just a couple of hours of birth.  In a recent study, 22 Beagle puppies 
were given colostrum at 0, 4, 8, 12, or 24 hours after birth.  The pup-
pies’ immunoglobulins were measured, and the results are startling:

•	 There was a significant fall off of absorption immunoglobulins 
after only four hours after birth.

•	 Absorption fell steadily with each hour.

•	 By the time the puppies were 12 hours old, there was very little, 
if any, absorption of immunoglobulin.

by Jane Killion
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Weighing In On the Subject of Antibody Concentration
The Royal Canin study found that simply weighing puppies in the 
first two days of life is a reliable predictor of antibody concentrations.  
Puppies who did not gain weight in the first two days of life also had 
low antibody levels. This is consistent with well-established research in 
the cattle and swine industries.  However, unlike the cattle and swine 
industries, we still don’t have data on exactly how much weight gain is 
necessary to cross the “magic” 230 mg/dl threshold.  The Royal Canin 
study did demonstrate that weight gain in the first 2 days has a direct 
correlation with a puppy’s antibody concentration, but they did not 
draw a specific conclusion about what a safe weight gain would be.

The practical takeaway for breeders is, while it’s normal for a puppy to 
lose some weight in the first day after birth, we would be well advised 
to consider that a puppy that does not gain weight by the end of 48 
hours may have dangerously low serum immunoglobulin concentra-
tion.

OK, So What Do I Do With This Information?
At the time of this writing, we are unaware of any commercially avail-
able alternative sources of antibodies for puppies.  There are, however, 
a few different protocols to boost immunity in puppies:

•	 In the first few hours of life, you can feed your puppies a few 
drops of plasma from a healthy adult dog.

•	 After gut closure has begun (approximately 4-12 hours), the 
plasma should be injected into the puppies abdominal cavity.  
YIKES! Probably not DIY so this is another reason to align with an 
experienced repro vet before having a litter.

•	 You can buy frozen plasma for this purpose or you might consider 
having blood drawn on your bitch so you can have your own 
frozen plasma.

•	 Please note this information on plasma is not meant as veterinary 
advice.  For further study, here is a link to an article by Dr. Jean 
Dodds that outlines her protocol for frozen plasma supplementa-
tion, together with references for her recommendations.

•	 If the bitch has colostrum, but for some reason the puppy is not 
nursing in the first 4 
hours, you can express 
colostrum and feed it to 
the puppy.  This method 
will quickly convince 
you of the need for 
someone to invent a 
dog-milking machine.

•	 You can give your 
puppies frozen dog 
colostrum (either by 
collecting and freezing 
it yourself or acquiring 
it elsewhere) - of course 
warmed to dog-body 
temperature.  There’s 
very little data on this 
kind of supplementa-
tion in dogs but in other 
animals it has been shown that colostrum does degrade some-
what with freezing.

The Big Four
In the Royal Canin study, 91% of neonatal deaths occurred in the first 
week of life, which is a typical pattern for “fading puppies.” The most 
common culprits in early neonatal deaths in the study were the “Big 
Four:”

•	 E Coli
•	 Streptocuccus sp
•	 Staphylococcus sp
•	 Herpesvirus

The truth is that most all puppies are exposed 
to the “Big Four,” either in the birth canal or 
shortly thereafter in the environment. Things 
like E Coli, staph and strep naturally occur in 
the birth canal of a normal and healthy bitch. 
Puppies get banged up coming down the 
birth canal and their umbilical cords are lovely 
hosts for bacteria.  There’s all kinds of expo-
sure and perfect conditions for opportunistic 
infection in the birth process.

While it’s certainly good practice to provide 
a clean whelping environment, it’s laughable 
to think that you can provide a truly sterile 
environment for your puppies.   The only 
real defense against these pathogens is the 
passive immunity the puppies derive from 
their mother. So it would appear that getting 

passive immunity into our puppies via colostrum is the single greatest 
factor within our control in reducing neonatal deaths.

Well, That’s Useful Information...Not!
OK, for the one or two of you out there who are not hip to the idea of 
taking blood from the jugular vein of a two day old puppy, this is not 
particularly helpful information.  How do you know if your puppies 
have sufficient antibody levels, and what can you do about it if they 
don’t?

Interestingly (and unfortunately for us), the Royal Canin study found 
that you can’t predict a puppy’s antibody level by testing his mother’s 
antibody level.  There was no correlation found between the 34 dams’ 
antibody concentration levels and those of their offspring.  So that 
method of “backing into” puppies’ antibody concentrations is out.

But there was another, more helpful finding for breeders trying to 
determine antibody concentrations in their puppies.
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Wait, Back Up, Where Does Ovulation timing Come In?
If there’s one thing you might have noticed, once a puppy “misses” his 
golden window to take in colostrum naturally, you’re playing catch up 
with some labor intensive, scary, and not 100% proven tools.  So your 
first concern as a breeder should be to try to get the puppies on the 
ground and nursing in a timely fashion.

As it turns out, when an animal struggles for a long time in labor, or 
never goes into real labor, her offspring may be unable to benefit from 
colostrum after birth.   It’s thought that the stress and lack of oxygen 
(hypoxia) from prolonged labor may trigger premature gut closure, 
but the mechanisms for this are still not well known. However, it is a 
very well known fact in livestock industries that dystocia (prolonged 
or difficult labor) is likely to reduce passive immunity transfer, and 
the Royal Canin study cited dystocia as one of the common causes of 
decreased passive immunity transfer in dogs.

Timely veterinary intervention and/or breeder assistance has been 
shown to improve outcomes in livestock industries, and dog breeders 
would be well advised to adopt the same “best practices.”  However, 
before you can know when to intervene, you have to know when your 
bitch is due. And that, my friends, is where ovulation timing comes in.

Still Counting From Breeding Dates? Don’t Make Me 
Come over There..
It’s vitally important for breeders to understand that breeding dates 
do not control due dates.  Bitches have a gestation of 63 days from 
ovulation (or 65 days from LH surge).  90% of bitches will whelp in this 
time frame +/- two days. Breeding dates are irrelevant. It’s very well ac-
cepted science that it is ovulation, not breeding dates, that determines 
the bitch’s due date.

If you have not done ovulation timing, you have no reliable way of 
predicting when your bitch is due.  Your breeding date might have 
been very early and you might be thinking that your bitch is not due 
yet, when she actually could be 4 or 5 days overdue.

The puppies could be suffering from hypoxia and stress without you 
realizing it.  And if they suffer from hypoxia and stress, they may not 
be able to get passive immunity.  Finally, without that passive immu-
nity, they won’t be able to fight off commonplace bacteria and viruses, 
and they can die.

A full discussion of ovulation timing and predicting whelping dates is 
beyond the scope of this article, but please see the end of this article 
for links to studies/articles which explain the science of ovulation tim-
ing and predicting due dates.

I know a lot of breeders feel that ovulation timing is a waste of time 
and money because those breeders have no problem getting their 
bitches pregnant without doing ovulation timing.  But I’d like to 
encourage you to look at ovulation timing in a new light, as a basic 
health protocol that could save the life of your dam and her puppies.

Is The Cure Worse Than The Disease?
While dystocia certainly can have a negative impact on passive im-
munity acquisition, intervening with a cesarean section presents its 
own set of problems.  Some bitches are reported to have delayed 
milk production after cesarean sections, and some cesarean section 
puppies are noticeably more listless and slow to nurse, all of which 
wreck havoc with timely colostrum absorption.  But are the C sections 
themselves always to blame?

Symptoms Or Causes?
Before you assume that the c-section is the culprit when a bitch and 
her puppies do not do well afterwards, ask yourself these questions:

When was the cesarean performed? Breeders often have an emotion-
al (or financial) aversion to c-sections and thus wait until their bitch is 
long overdue, and/or weak and exhausted before finally caving in and 
taking her to the vet.  Poor milk production can hardly be blamed on 
the c-section in that case.

How long were the puppies stuck? Were they hypoxic (deprived of 
oxygen)? Listless post-C section puppies are probably more often due 
to the stress of being stuck for too long, rather than the ill effects of 
anesthesia.

Was the veterinarian a skilled surgeon? Don’t just assume your regu-
lar vet is going to be able to do a good c-section for you - ask a lot of 
questions. You need a vet who actually regularly performs c-sections, 
who has a trained staff to assist.

What kind of anesthesia is the vet using?  Years ago, anesthesia left 
mothers and puppies groggy, but newer anesthesia drugs are very dif-
ferent, offering almost an immediate recovery for both the bitch and 
her puppies.  Don’t assume your vet is using the latest and greatest 
anesthesia drugs - ask questions.

I’m not going to “take a stand” on doing c-sections, but I will take a 
stand on being prepared to, should it be necessary with these three 
things, at minimum,

1. Form a relationship with a good repro vet/surgeon who uses the 
latest and best anesthesia.

2. Do ovulation timing so you know when your bitch is due.
3. Don’t wait too long to intervene.

A good vet who’s experienced in canine reproduction will have a lot 
more tools to pinpoint due dates and monitor the health of the litter 
while they are still in the womb – for instance, we can use x-rays and 
ultrasound to monitor fetal heart rates, position, maturity and often 
detect when a litter or puppy is stressed or needs help getting out.  
But at the very minimum, being prepared with the above three things 
forms a basic level of preparedness that every breeder should have.

The Bottom Line
I want breeders to re-evaluate ovulation timing as part of a compas-
sionate pregnancy wellness protocol for the bitches that they care 
about, and the puppies of those bitches.

Again, there are a lot of reasons for “fading puppies” and ovulation 
timing is not a cure-all preventative. But in the midst of a lot of things 
we can’t control, ovulation timing and  forming a relationship with a 
good repro vet/surgeon are things we CAN control.

We all have so much emotionally and financially invested in our litters, 
and our bitches are counting on us to look after their interests - why 
not take every measure possible to improve outcomes for our girls 
and their puppies?

Reprinted With Permission 2015 
Copyright © 2014 
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Technology has changed. Fifteen years ago, around the time when I 
first started showing Australian Terriers, my travel companions and I 
used the directions printed in the Judging Program to find the show 
sites. Or, I should say, we used the directions to find the show site 
after we had used a map to get us close. The routes from the hotel to 
the shows in New Jersey and Pennsylvania (for example) were always 

loosely interpreted. I don’t think we ever took the same route twice to 
some of these shows and got lost more than once! It probably didn’t 
help that I used an unreliable computer program to create my map, 
and it would seem to always leave out one or more important streets 
in the directions that were created. 

So you can imagine my excitement the first time I was able to use 
a new prototype Global Positioning System (GPS) to guide us to 
the show sites with step by step instructions along the way. OK, so 
it wasn’t all fun and games. The GPS wanted to take us along what 
it believed to be the most DIRECT route and refused to give up, no 
matter what. I remember 
it constantly barking “re-
calculating, take the next 
right at…” when we chose 
to take the New Jersey 
Turnpike, for example, 
after it had decided that 
I95 was the best route.

Also, sometimes the direct route meant traveling through neighbor-
hoods and on dirt roads, a real adventure. But at least all the roads 
were there (even if they were called a different name than what was 
on the street sign!). Now, with the availability of interactive maps in 
our smart phones, we are all able to choose the route BEFORE we 
leave for our destination (thus avoiding the side-street direct route), 
travel along that route with turn by turn instructions, and even change 
the route on the fly to avoid heavy traffic. 

This is a major improvement! 

What, however, still needs to 
be improved is the descrip-
tion of the final destination of 
the show sites. Most loca-
tion descriptions of the show 
site, listed on the front of the 
premium and judges schedule have not changed since I have been 
showing. You can find them listed as on “… Campus” or at “the corner 
of Rt X and Rt Y”. 

This usually necessitates trying to figure out what the “real” address 
is.  It would be nice to have a “street” and “number” address that can 
be found when it is plugged into our Smartphone Maps App. I even 
found on one premium an address that was listed in a town that was 
not recognized by the Maps App. 

Most places now have physical addresses used by emergency services. 
If the host club would use a verified physical address on the premium 
it would make 
our travels that 
much easier.

AKC Gazette Column - by Grace Cartwright

    
 

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated  breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.

Australian Terrier Column
November 2015 Issue

Show Site Physical Address Needed for GPS
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Ligament Injuries
The most common ligament injured in dogs is the cranial cruciate liga-
ment (CCL) in the knee. Similar to many career-ending sports injuries, 
injuring this ligament can mean a big change in lifestyle for many 
dogs and it often happens while running or jumping.

Dogs with a torn CCL can become acutely lame and limp on a leg right 
after the ligament tears, or they may have a chronic and subtle lame-
ness if it’s a partial tear. X-rays, an orthopedic exam under sedation, 
and sometimes a CT scan or MRI can help diagnose a torn CCL.
The CCL stabilizes the knee and when it tears, the joint becomes 
unstable and inflamed. Over time, arthritis develops as the cartilage 
of the knee breaks down, so the sooner it’s repaired the better. Repair 
methods, costs, and recovery times vary.

Some general practitioners are able to stabilize a torn CCL with certain 
surgical techniques, but for the cutting edge and minimally invasive 
stuff, you’ll likely need to visit an orthopedic specialist. Costs can run 
anywhere from about $900 to $4,500 per knee depending on the 
procedure you choose, and if one knee goes, the other one is likely to 
follow suit.

Dislocated Hip
Often the result of trauma, a dislocated or luxated hip can be a chal-
lenge to fix. About half of them can be put back in without surgery, 
but this requires several weeks in a very difficult to manage sling 
called an Ehmer sling. Rub sores, frequent visits for sling adjustment, 
and slipping or soiling of the sling are constant threats with an Ehmer 
sling.

If surgery is needed, either due to failure of the sling or complicating 
factors like shallow hip sockets, there are a few options. For cats and 
smaller dogs (up to about 20lbs), there is a procedure called femoral 
head ostectomy, or FHO, where the head of the femur is removed and 
the body forms a false joint of scar tissue over time. It sounds odd but 
works in many cases. These can run about $500 for simple ones or up 
to $2,500 for complex ones.

”Open reduction” is the term for a surgical procedure to seat the femur 
back in the hip joint, often using a toggle device similar to a molly 
bolt you might hang a picture with. These can cost somewhere in the 
range of $1,500 to $3,500.

I certainly hope the little girl in the park healed up well after her injury, 
and I hope your pet never suffers an orthopedic injury. Keep your pets 
safe and free from harm with a sturdy fence and always use a strong, 
non-retractable leash. There’s almost always something that can be 
done to help pets with orthopedic injuries, but pink casts don’t look as 
cute on dogs as they do on little kids.

Dr. Tony is a veterinary emergency medicine specialist who has been in practice for 
19 years. He lives in Indiana with his wife, also a veterinarian, their three children, 
and their pets: 4 chickens, 2 cats, and his tripawd dog, Rocco.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
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At a visit to the park with my family today, I saw a little girl with a pink 
cast on her arm, signed by all of her classmates. This made me think 
of the many orthopedic injuries we see in pets in the veterinary ER. 
Just like humans, pets can suffer from broken bones, torn ligaments, 
and dislocated joints. And just like people, many of these injuries will 
require surgery to repair them.

Emergency Steps to Take First
If you suspect your pet has a broken bone, get him to the vet so he 
can be stabilized and treated for pain. The 1st priority, however, is to 
take measures to protect yourself, as an injured pet may try to bite.

•	 Fashion a muzzle out of panty-hose or cloth and tie snugly 
around the muzzle so he can still breathe through his nose. 

•	 Use an Elizabethan collar (also called an E-collar) to keep him 
from being able to bite. 

•	 Place cats in a pillowcase for emergency transfer if a carrier or 
sturdy box is not available. 

•	 Do not try to soothe the pet by petting on the head or get your 
face too close to theirs. 

•	 Once at the veterinary hospital or ER, prepare for pain medica-
tion, sedation, and X-rays. To tell you what it takes to fix it, the vet 
has to be able to know the extent of the injuries. And if you’re 
going to the ER,  prepare to wait. A pet with more severe injuries 
may require the doctor’s attention until it’s time for your pet to be 
seen.

Most Common Injuries & Related Costs
Broken Bone
Also known as a fracture, broken bones can be either a nuisance or 
a big-ticket medical headache. The method of repair and the cost all 
depend on:

•	  Which bone is broken. A bone in your pet’s foot may only 
require a splint for a few weeks, while the only reliable way to fix a 
broken thighbone is surgery.

•	 How it happened. A bone that was injured in a high-speed car 
accident is likely to be more severely fractured than one that hap-
pened in a minor accident. Other injuries like skin wounds and 
internal injuries tend to be more serious as well, which increases 
cost and hospitalization time.

•	 If it’s open or closed. An open fracture, formerly known as a 
”compound” fracture, is one that has a break in the skin over the 
broken bone. They are more serious, more prone to infection, and 
have a higher complication rate.

Costs for broken bones can go from a few hundred dollars for a splint 
and some X-rays up to $10,000 or more if your veterinary orthopedic 
surgeon needs to get involved, though most are in the $2,500-5,000 
range.

What to Do If Your Pet Has an  
Orthopedic InjuryWritten by

Tony Johnson ER Vet
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Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX, MXJ, MXB, MJS, NAC, RATO
earned his open barn hunt title in one weekend on 9-20-15.

Owned by Janet & Ron Broida

Auseret Little Yellow Jacket UD RAE 
Sting finished his UD 

the next day of the Trial in Utility B, 
he won the class and got 6 OTCH points. 

On 11-1-15 at an All Breed Obedience Trial,  
Sting was High In Trial 
Bred by Teresa Cleland 

Owned by Jill Faulmann

Aussie Brags

GCH, Arg Ch ABQ San Isidro Christhill
Izzy is the first Australian Terrier Champion in Argentino! 

Bred by Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen 
Owned by Kreg Hill, Bill Christensen and Abigail Cruz
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GCH Merrigangs Wild n Crazy Guy, EE6,ME,MJ,MX,CD,RN,RATS earns 
an Award of Merit from the Veterans class at the Raritan Valley 

Australian Terrier Club specialty at Hatboro Kennel Club Oct 4, 2015.  
Reggie is bred and owned by Heather Rife

GCH Roachan’s  Cocktail Party  
 “Tony” winning Best Owner Handled under judge Mr. 

Frank J. Washabaugh and a group 3 under
 judge  Miss Virginia L. Lyne at the National weekend. 

Tony is number 6 owner handled for this year.   
Bred, owned and handled by Ann & Gayle Roache



Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

In 2014 one dog in particular truly dominated the UK show scene. This 
was a Wire Fox Terrier male who was bred in the far south of England 
in a kennel which has produced a very long-standing line of extremely 
successful Wires. This dog’s breeder is, in fact, a second-generation 
dog breeder. 

At the time of the vast majority of his 2014 successes – from late 
April onwards - this dog was owned by a very well-known exhibi-
tor from Brazil who owns and has owned many dogs who have won 
top awards in various parts of the world. At Crufts in March 2014 and 
at the National Terrier Ch show in early April, where he went BIS, he 
was owned by his breeder’s wife but he then went into the Brazil-
ian man’s ownership. This Wire, named Oliver, was born in May 2011 
and he was handled by one of the very few professional handlers we 
nowadays have in this country. Years ago there were several profes-
sional handlers; they were usually (but not always) men and most of 
these professionals handled breeds within the Terrier Group although 
there were a few professional handlers in GSDs and occasionally they 
handled a few other breeds too. The breeds most of the professional 
handlers were involved in usually consisted of Wires, Lakelands, Welsh, 
Airedales and similar breeds rather than breeds such as Cairns, for 
example, whilst breeds such as Scotties, Westies and Sealyhams were 
occasionally handled by pro handlers.

I know in the USA there are lots of men and women – far, far more 
than we have ever had - whom we call professional handlers but who 
are known as “agents” in the USA.

Over the 45 years I have owned and shown Australian Terriers – I was 
young when I started out in Aussies! - there have been a small number 
of Aussies who were professionally handled and at the moment there 
is one US-bred male who is being handled by a very well known 
professional handler who has handled a big number of dogs over his 
many years’ involvement in our sport. 

Perhaps Oliver’s closest rival in the show ring was, in fact, another Wire 
Fox Terrier male who was bred in the Netherlands in 2011 and who 
is co-owned by his breeders in partnership with the same Brazilian 
owner. This dog is named King and he has been extensively shown in 
various parts of the world with considerable success. Like Oliver, King 
is professionally handled. King and Oliver were both entered in Open 
Dog at Crufts Dog Show in March 2014. The breed judge that day was 
a Fox Terrier specialist who had drawn a very good entry. The ringside 
was packed with lots of people intently watching proceedings. On that 
occasion the judge awarded the class to King who went on to win the 
Challenge Certificate and later Best of Breed. Oliver was 2nd and won 
the Reserve CC. Later that day King went on to win the Terrier Group 
where the Group judge was also a well known breed specialist. 

At the World Dog Show in Helsinki in August 2014 King went on to 
win the Terrier Group under a very well known all-breeds judge from 
Sweden who specializes, in particular, in terriers.  This man has judged 
in various countries throughout the world and I’m delighted to say Bill 
and I stewarded for this lovely, gentle man at a Scottish Terrier Club 
Ch show a few years ago. This is the breed in which he has had a great 
deal of success in the show ring.

Oliver and King met again at Crufts in 2015 where the judge had 
drawn an excellent entry. On that occasion the judge awarded the 
class, the CC and BOB to King whilst Oliver was placed 3rd. Later in 
the day King went on to win G2 behind the eventual BIS winner, the 
beautiful American-bred Scottish Terrier bitch.

As far as I am aware, King will be shown in the US where I understand 
he will be handled by a very well known handler who has handled a 
few dogs at Crufts in recent years. 

To get back to Oliver’s prolific wins during the course of 2014 - he 
ended last year as the UK’s Top Dog All Breeds. His overall successes 
amounted to 21 Best in Show all-breed wins which in UK terms is huge 
– in fact, Oliver now holds the record for the biggest number of BIS all-
breeds wins for any one dog in the history of dog showing in the UK.

When his exploits in the show ring ended in the UK my understanding 
is that Oliver went off to Brazil where he now lives.

Speaking of history, the first as it were “modern” conformation dog 
show in this country was held in the Town Hall in Newcastle upon Tyne 
in the north east of England. This show took place in June 1859 and 
the only classes scheduled at that show were for Pointers and Setters. 
During the next 14 years dog showing really took off over here and, 
according to the records, these shows were well attended by both 
exhibitors and spectators.

It has been all change in 2015 as during the course of this year no one 
dog, nor indeed a specific breed, has emerged as the dominant force 
when it has come to BIS all-breeds wins.
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Why Do We Say “The Dog Ate My Homework”?

Even the president picked up on the trend: When Congress pushed 
spending approval to the last minute in 1988, Ronald Reagan com-
plained to reporters, “I had hoped that we had marked the end of 
the ‘dog-ate-my-homework’ era of Congressional budgetry … but it 
was not to be.” It was all over television, with references to the excuse 
on shows like The Simpsons and Full House. By 1989, the narrator of 
Saved by the Bell theme was singing, “And the dog ate all my home-
work last night.”

The phrase continued 
to grow more popular. 
Between 1990 and 
2000, the New York 
Times wrote articles 
with headlines such 
as “Beyond ‘Dog Ate 
My Homework’ ” and 
“Homework Help 
Sites (Or, the Dog Ate 
My U.R.L.),” while The New Yorker described one criminal’s accounts 
of his wrongdoings as having “a decided my-dog-ate-my-homework 
quality.” Children’s books tried to capitalize on the trend with titles like 
A Dinosaur Ate My Homework, Aliens Ate My Homework, Godzilla Ate 
My Homework, and My Teacher Ate My Homework, daring to use the 
term to promote reading and education. Such titles have continued 

into the 2000s, but in recent 
years the phrase seems to 
finally be losing steam.

Bonus Explainer: An 
Obama spokesperson 
also said, “It’s no surprise 
Romney decided to play 
hookey.” Why do we call 
cutting school “playing 
hookey”? 

To play hookey began as 
an Americanism in the 19th 
century. The earliest known 
citation comes from 1848, 
from John Russell Bartlett’s 
Dictionary of American-
isms, where it was said to 
mean “to play truant” and 
noted to be “a term used 
among schoolboys, chiefly 
in the State of New York.” 

Word historians usually suggest that it’s from to hook it meaning to 
run away, a term as old as the Revolutionary War. However, others have 
proposed that it might derive from the Dutch expression hoekje spelen, 
the Dutch expression for “hide and seek”—especially since playing 
hooky emerged in New York during a time when it had a larger Dutch 
population.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
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Viacom announced on Monday that Mitt Romney had declined to appear 
on Nickelodeon’s Kids Pick the President special this year, citing time con-
straints. President Obama’s camp pounced on Romney’s decision, saying, 
“Kids demand details ... ‘The dog ate my homework’ just doesn’t cut 
it when you’re running for president.” When did “my dog ate my home-
work” become known as schoolchildren’s favorite excuse?

The 1970s. Delinquent schoolchildren and adults have been blam-
ing their shortcomings on their pets for more than a century, but it 
wasn’t until the 1970s that “my dog ate my homework” came to be 
considered the No. 1 likely story. One of the first sad sacks who was 
said to blame his dog for his own ill-preparedness was a priest. In 
this anecdote, which appeared as early as 1905, a clergyman pulls 
his clerk aside after a service to ask him whether his sermon seemed 
long enough. The clerk assures him that it was very nice, “just the right 
length,” and the priest is relieved. “I am very glad to hear you say that,” 
he says, “because just before I started to come here my dog got hold 
of my sermon and ate some of the leaves.” The story was repeated 
again and again. The first citation of the excuse in the Oxford English 
Dictionary is a 1929 article from the Manchester Guardian, which 

reads, “It is a long time since I have had the excuse about the dog tear-
ing up the arithmetic homework.” In Bel Kaufman’s best-selling 1965 
novel Up the Down Staircase, a list of students’ excuses for not having 
their homework includes “My dog went on my homework” and “My 
dog chewed it up.” Even in 1965, however, it was still just another 
excuse.

“My dog ate my homework” became known as the quintessential 
far-fetched excuse in the next decade, when the phrase was used 
over and over. In a 1976 account of the Watergate tapes, E.C. Ken-
nedy describes listening to President Nixon “working on the greatest 
American excuse since the dog ate my homework.” A 1977 article 
from Alaska’s Daily News-Miner describes the difficulty students faced 
in coming up with a new excuse since “ ‘My dog ate my term paper’ is 
no longer acceptable.”

The excuse was alluded to more and more throughout the 1980s. A 
1982 Time magazine column on excuses suggested that “The dog ate 
my homework is a favorite with schoolchildren,” while a 1987 New York 
Times column about how students were starting to blame malfunc-
tioning computers and printers quoted one teacher as saying she 
recently received “a note from a student’s mother saying the dog ate 
his homework.”

The history of the delinquent schoolchild’s favorite excuse
by Forrest Wickman
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“YOUR BREEDING PROGRAM”
“If only I had known................”familiar words to folk in dogs, and they 
often tell the story that, “between failure and success the point is so 
fine, men seldom know when they touch the line.” 

There are no “secrets” in the breeding of fine dogs. Nature’s laws, basic 
truths, are like the Ten Commandments, and bear repeating --the 
oftener the better. The receipt for success in the science of reproduc-
tion is both simple and complex but it can be summed up in one little 
word: “selection.” SELECTION is the secret of breeding fine dogs--selec-
tion based on knowledge. 

A great winner is no “accident.” Back of each great dog is a planned 
breeding program and a continuity of purpose extending over many 
years, by the dog’s immediate breeder of a succession of breeders. 
Long ago people assumed that ill luck and good fortune were based 
upon chance. Science has narrowed the chasm -- if one does not 
depend entirely upon Lady Luck. Nature is all-powerful but science has 
proved that nature can be guided, controlled; that individuals traits in 
a living machine can be focused, fixed. 

Harking back, I recall a poem that my parents used to quote to us 
children. (I am not sure I have it just right.) 

If, of all sad words of tongue and pen, the saddest are, “It might have 
been,” More sad are these we daily see, “It is, but it hadn’t ought to be.” 
But of all glad words of prose and rhyme, the gladdest are, “There still 
is time.”

Nothing could be more appropriate than this when we consider the 
little dogs which “hadn’t ought to be, “but there is “still time” for breed-
ers to take an  inventory of their breeding programs, to check where 
they’ve been, how long they’ve been there, and the direction in which 
they are going.

Breeding Defined
Breeding is not only the mating of two animals, it is the fusing of 
bloodlines.  No breeder works in complete isolation.  Your foundation 
stock will be the work of others before you; your puppies are sold 
and become a force in other kennels.  You want to improve your basic 
stock, you want your stock to become “recognized” as a potent 
force in the breed.  Although a large kennel with an unlimited budget 
may have a different breeding program than that of a kennel with 
limited means, housing only a few dogs, both kennels can be 
assured of a measure of success if they determine what  they are seek-
ing in a dog.  Unfortunately, there has been very little pure research 
on the genetics of dogs.

Not all kennel aims are the same.  Some kennels breed dogs merely 
to sell puppies - purely a mercenary aim.  But we believe that these 
breeders really would prefer to sell quality dogs, and we hope to 
convince such breeders that a carefully planned breeding program is 
essential to any kennel’s survival.

Often a pet owner wishes to breed his pet once.  That the finest stud 
should be selected is important so that the pet female will produce 
the best litter she is capable of whelping.  Occasionally the owner of 
a stud will say that the stud “is not available.”  The study may be out 
of condition from too many shows, too many services, or he may be 
booked far in advance.  The wise stud owner is entirely correct in refus-
ing to permit his dog to mate with any female after examining her 
and her pedigree.  Puppies reflect the genetic make up of a sire (the 
progeny test) and determine his value.

Owner Of The Kennel
For those of you who are planning your first program, we cannot ex-
tend our best wishes without being reminded that a newcomer’s 
enthusiasm generally will carry him through success and failure for 
a year or two.  It is those who plan ahead who will pass the five-year  
milestone.  Because we want you to  say in the sport, we direct this 
digest of breeding material to you, hoping that it will help you to pass 
roadblocks and the milestones of ten and even twenty-five years. 

The owner of a kennel is very important.  Little has been written or 
said about kennel owners, but to be a success, one must have a deep 
and innate love for dogs --- and for people too.  You must have pa-
tience with determination, faith in yourself and your dogs.  You must 
be consistent in your program and your daily routine of feeding, clean-
ing, exercising and care of dogs.  Conditioning of dogs, inside and out, 
must be constant.  You need understanding not only of the weak-
nesses in our human world but also in our world of dogs.  You will be 
dealing with the public in selling dogs as well as with fellow breeders. 

Environment of domestic animals greatly influences temperament.  
Close association with your dogs to inspire their confidence in you is 
important.  Some scientists state the dogs are endowed with tempera-
mental tendencies at birth; other believe that if a dog is bad, it is only 
the result of an unfortunate experience with humans, that tempera-
ment is governed by environment.  Perhaps this is  true, but let us 
examine the old and proven laws of heredity.

Foundation Stock
Your original stock must be of quality material. Buy the very best you 
can afford for your foundation bitches since they will determine your 
success.  (Do not purchase a stud dog --the services of a stud dog are 
all you need.  Top stud dogs of proven quality are expensive to buy.)

Start with two females, either two litter sisters or two females which 
have at least once excellent 
common ancestor so that 
your stock will be somewhat 
uniform.  If your females 
have completely different 
ancestors, you will introduce 
two distinct lines (types) 
and it will be 
harder to attain uniform in 
your kennel -- the aim of a 
good breeder. 
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 By Alice Wagner, editor of  Popular Dogs

SELECTION
 is the secret of breeding fine dogs-

-selection based on knowledge. 



Heredity
When the sperm of the dog unites with the ovum of the female, the 
genes (units of heredity) combined with each other to form many 
“pairs” that produce the traits of a puppy.  One gene may completely 
“dominate” the other; another gene may merely influence its compan-
ion gene.  The amazing number of chance combinations of genes does 
betray the fact that “Lady Luck” affects reproduction to some extent.  
Often a female will produce an outstanding specimen; bred back to 
the same dog, the other litter or litters will be mediocre.  Chance 
combinations of genes are responsible and stress the fact that breed-
ers must be careful as possible in SELECTION.

Dominants And Recessives
Some traits in a dog may skip a generation, or many generations.  
These are called “recessive” traits and will not appear in puppies unless 
BOTH sire and dam carries the recessive gene for that particular trait.  
A recessive fault does not mean it is a minor fault.  Recessive are both 
major and minor traits (these determined by their relative importance 
and also by the ease of breeding in or out of a strain.  Experiments 
prove that recessive bred to recessives breed true, and produce only 
recessives, while only one third of the dominants, when bred to 
dominants, breed true. For example, red in Cockers is a recessive color; 
red bred to red will produce only red (Ed. Note: True buff bred to 
true buff gives buff.)  Black is a dominant color; but black bred to black 
often produces black, red and particolor because most blacks carry 
recessives genes -- unless they are the so-called “pure” blacks (produc-
ing only blacks).  Pure to pure dominant black breeds true. It is often 
difficult for novices to keep in mind the difference in meanings of 
recessive and dominant.  If a dominant gene is inherited only from one 
parent, this trait often will appear in a puppy.  A recessive gene.

Amazing Facts In Heredity
In the study of pedigrees, it is evident that marked ability “runs in 
families.” Pride in ancestry is more than justifiable. 

Almost 75% of American trotters are descended from the imported 
English stallion, Messenger, from whose stock England’s best racers are 
also descended.

In the famous musical 
Bach family (in which 
there were considerable 
intermarry) there were 
57 musicians of distinc-
tion recorded in six 
generations.  Although 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
was the best known, ac-
tually 29 members of the 
Bach family were famous 
musicians. 

The descendants of Jonathan Edwards (in whose family there was also 
much intermarrying of close relatives) are equally impressive -- not 

a poor one among them, the 
greatest percentage, professional 
men in field of responsibility; 125 
lawyers, over 100 ministers, 13 
college presidents, 60 physicians, 
75 army officers -- and the list 
goes on.

Through disease or accident, a fine linebred strain may be lost -- 
together with years of work and planning when a breeder starts with 
only one bitch and develops only one strain.  Start with two related 
quality females and breed two parallel lines.

If you are fortunate enough to have the owner of the bitches you buy 
give you an honest and unbiased appraisal of their lines, you will have 
a valuable guide to breeding them.  If possible, study her litter broth-
ers and sisters, as well as any of their progeny, to see if the desirable 
qualities are apparent in all.  (Do not buy in a strain if all individuals 
seem different). 

Should a female be disposed of if she produces a poor litter the first 
time?  Bred to a good sire, first litters are pretty good indications.  If she 
is of quality stock and a good specimen herself, try her with another 
stud before deciding not to breed her again. 

The Stud
Much has been said and written about the selection of the sire.  A 
dog sires many times the numbers of puppies that a female produces.  
Therefore it is important for breeders to evaluate a dog carefully, as a 
popular stud has a great opportunity to influence his breed, improving 
or impairing it.  The visible qualities of a dog are not the true gauge 
to his genetic make-up; however, it seems best for a breeder (unless 
his choice is governed by a motive of family line, etc.) to select a stud 
which has the desirable qualities of his own strain, so that uniformity 
of stock is not too disturbed. 

How often have we heard the novice say that if he bred an overlarge 
specimen to a very small bitch, he would get medium-size dogs -- or 
that extremes (long to short-backed dogs) would give the right length.  
This is WRONG!  The TRUTH is that one hereditary extreme does not 
cancel another and produce an average).

This is what happens:  Half of the puppies will be one extreme and 
the other half, the other extreme.  By breeding opposite extremes, a 
breeder only adds more major faults to stock.  Keep as closely as pos-
sible to selected type when choosing a stud. 

On the subject of production and the placing of one sire about anoth-
er because of their winning offspring, we point out that unless records 
of ALL puppies sired by the individuals are considered, it is not fair 
to estimate either sire’s value as a producer.  One dog might be used 
widely, a conservative estimate of 100 times (total, 400 puppies), with 
a result of 10 champions.  Another dog might service 50 bitches (total, 
200 puppies), and sire 10 champions. The first sire has a record of .025 
per cent, the second .05 -- the latter twice as good.  However, here 
too, one must take into consideration the bitches used.  One stud may 
have had better quality in the ancestry of the bitches bred to him.

The selection of a stud is entirely governed by the aims of your ken-
nel program, but the stud of your choice should be an outstanding 
specimen.  If he carries dominant genes of desirable qualities, fine; but 
make sure a stud is always selected for one particular bitch -- to com-
plement her traits.  The puppies should be improvements on both sire 
and dam -- the best your female is capable of producing. (We point out 
that most dominant animals are closely bred.) 

The poorest specimen from a kennel that has consistent quality win-
ners and produces is worth more than a choice dog (in himself a fine 
looking dog) from a kennel of usually low quality. A good sire is not al-
ways a top show winner.  However, if he has been shown consistently, 
he should have made a fair showing.  Unfortunately, the elements that 
enter into all things (sickness of dogs, sensitivity of owners, etc.) affect 
the records of great dogs.
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It would seem that close breeding results in good traits -- but wait! 

Psychology records the ill-famed Jukes family (also with much 
intermarrying).  From this stock there are recorded over 600 feeble-
minded, 310 paupers, 145 criminals, 7 murderers, and more than 300 
immoral women.  Several cousins married with appalling results. 

Peter the Great of Russia, although 
a brilliant type, had the weakness of 
epilepsy and feeble-mindedness in 
his family that appeared in both Pe-
ter’s children and grandchildren, as 
well as in the children of his imbecile 
half-brother, Ivan. 

Isabella and Ferdinand of Spain both 
descended from great lines, but lines 
with taint, they in fact were second 
cousins.  Their descendants were 
normal until a daughter, known as 
Joanna the Mad. Historians believe 
Joanna might have had a range of 
mental problems, including clinical 
depression and schizophrenia, partially attributed by recessive genes.

For instance, if a puppy is whelped with its eyes an unusual  color 
of “X”, it must have received a gene for this color from both parents.  
Perhaps neither parent had eyes the color of “X”, but both sire and dam 
must have carried a recessive for it.  Dogs can be tested for recessives, 
and a plan is explained later in a discussion of breeding methods. 

With careful selection, by study of ancestors, recessive can be kept hid-
den.  A hidden recessive is a gene with no mate to form a “pair.”

Prepotency
Traits that are a “mark of distinction” in a kennel or in a strain are “domi-
nant” traits.  A dog or bitch which is capable of transmitting his or her 
outstanding traits to almost every puppy is called “prepotent.” 

Just why an animal is prepotent in transmitting certain qualities is dif-
ficult to explain; it may be because the dominant gene for a particular 
trait was inherited from both parents (and received double strength) 
or from several ancestors which were related (the trait then would be 
very strongly augmented) -- as many of our prepotent dogs are closely 
bred. 

A dominant trait will not change, or become recessive and, according 
to genetics, neither will a recessive trait become dominant. 

A dog may have dominant traits for faults as well as virtues .  He or she 
may be “dominant” for one 
quality only. So if an owner 
states, “My dog is dominant,” 
one naturally asks, Dominant 
for what?”

“Just how can one assist and 
guide nature?” you ask. First, 
let us review a few “case histo-
ries.” *in the second genera-
tion, first cousins married. 

The result, Don Carlos, madly 
depraved and cruel.

Man, The Creator
These examples of close interbreeding emphasize that if good charac-
teristics are perpetuated by such breeding, it follows that bad traits are 
carried on and intensified in the same relative’s proportions.  Inheri-
tance is subject to simple but definite laws. 

When man began tampering with nature, he became a “creator.”  By 
SELECTIVE close breeding he has introduced many new varieties of 
plants and animals; the bandy-legged sheep with cannot hurdle a low 
fence, cattle without horns, seedless oranges, the beautiful palominos 
(golden colored horses); and there are “Justin Morgan, “founder of the 
famous Morgan breed of horses.  

From early experiments in reproduction came theories, the most 
widely recognized being the Mendelian law that helps to show in what 
proportions the characteristics of near and distant ancestor may be 
expected to be transmitted to descendants.

Methods Of Breeding
It’s as simple as that -- the method of breeding is determined by the 
degree of relationship of the two animals to be mated.  However, some 
dogs have no common ancestor.

Crossbreeding
When animals of two different breeds of dog mate, the puppies are 
mongrels.  Even if the dogs are purebreds, the puppies are still mon-
grels if they are of two different breeds.  Do not call them “Shepherd-
Collies;” nor half-purebred.”  Unless both dogs are or can be registered 
by the American Kennel Club, and are of the same breed, the puppies 
are not considered pure-bred by the AKC and purebred dog breeders.  
Call these dogs “crossbreeds.”

Outcrossing
Outcrossing is employed when purebred are mated within their own 
particular breed and their relationship is quite distant or even absent.  
When animals with no common ancestor with five generations are 
bred, we say that the mating is an OUTCROSS.

A strict outcross mating is a gamble -- you are fusing the bloodlines of 
two distinct strains and undesirable recessives may appear.  
Outcrossing’s only excuse is for experimentation.  Always breeding 
complete outcrossed is a costly experiment resulting in a conglomera-
tion of breed traits and confusion.  For instance, a dog has 32 ancestors 
in 5 generations (1,024 in 10 generations!). 

Pedigrees in a breeding program of outcrossing are of little value for 
study.  Nor can such a progeny test (the study of the offspring of a 
desired sire) as it is impossible to known every your own foundation 
bitch’s genetic make-up if she is the result of outcross breedings.
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Outbreeding
In outbreeding (the safest, soundest program for the novice) it is wise 
and important that there be one or two quality, dominant common 
ancestors, second or third generations, in the pedigrees of the dog and 
bitch to be mated. To have a female of a strong family line bred to
 a dog of a strong male line where there is one DOMINANT COMMON 
GRANDPARENT, is wise outbreeding.  Or, the female can be bred to a 
quality dominant dog which has been “linebred” (explained later). 

In outbreeding (common ancestor) select two animals from estab-
lished strains in which the desirable traits seem to be apparent in most 
of the ancestors so that neither strain will be disturbed too much as to 
uniformity.  (That is the importance of the common ancestor which, if 
dominant, will contribute greatly to uniform puppies.)

If a fault becomes “fixed” in a kennel, but you want to retain the strain, 
then new blood by outbreeding with the absence of that particular 
trait is imperative to eliminate the fault.  A very good reason to justify 
bringing into a kennel a complete outcross is to introduce a new and 
desirable trait.  The old theory of “any new blood to build up a strain” 
is foolish.  But often a fine outcross will bring new vigor into a kennel.  
Do not outcross time and time again, hoping for luck; select dogs 
which are of good bloodlines, of uniform stock, and with at least one 
quality common ancestor, second or third generation.

Confusion of type within a kennel shows that breeding is done with 
little thought and discrimination.  A breeder’s pride in his stock is that 
his animals are uniform in type.  I am sure that we agree that constant 
outcrossing cannot produce uniform stock.

Linebreeding
Linebreeding is a succession of matings, the long range objective be-
ing the perpetuation of the blood of ONE particular animal.  This style 
of breeding, with SELECTIVE patterns, will result in dominant stock.  
It is vital to breeders to understand it thoroughly even if they do not 
employ it themselves.  Breeders often need linebred studs for their 
bitches.   

Linebreeding spotlights major virtues and faults in your stock.  Reces-
sives cannot be kept hidden with continued close breeding as any trait 
is accentuated. 

“Give back to the sire the best blood of his dam” (mate him to a female 
carrying the best quality bloodlines of his dam) is only one of the 
many horse and cattle phrases handed down (reworded to suit dogs).  
But we know that the value of a planned breeding program begins 
to make itself evident when offspring are bred back to a common 
dominant ancestor. 

Linebreeding, done with SELECTION, is not dangerous, but a breeder 
must be familiar with the quality of the stock on both sides when 
linebreeding.  Linebreeding is not a program for the person who is 
uncertain of the type he likes or for which he is striving.  This type of 
breeding is for the seasoned breeder the man who has “an eye” 
for selection, for breeding, and an eye for culling puppies; who knows 
his stock and has patience.

Some breeders have amazing success when they linebreed distinct 
strains with their kennels and then fuse the linebred bloodlines 
through the top quality specimens.  For linebreeding, we point out 
that quality foundation stock is absolutely essential. 

Some breed cousin to cousin; half-brother to half-sister; grandson 
to granddaughter, etc.  It is the succession of breedings, keeping the 
blood of one particular animal (common ancestor) and intensifying it 
that is important.  A second generation breeding back to a sire, that 
is, daughter back to grandsire, often will produce quite satisfactory 
results. 

Linebreeding is a very loose term in our sport.  Some breeders say a 
dog is linebred when perhaps only one generation has a common 
ancestor.  The animal to which one is linebreeding (or a very close 
relative) should appear at least once in the second, and once or more 
in the third, etc. 

One will agree that the concentration of the genes of one great dog 
or bitch through selected matings (permitting no major faults seem 
sound).  We emphasize that when linebreeding, pick only an excellent 
specimen for intensifying his quality in your stock.  There is another 
old saying, “Once in, then on the line.”  (Inbreed once, then linebreed.)

Inbreeding
Although we may never visit the Taj Mahal we want to know  about it; 
so with many breeders, very few breeders may ever employ inbreed-
ing, but all breeders eventually will see inbred stock and should know 
the ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES of this method.  Inbreeding is 
the severest test of the heredity of an animal. 

Inbreeding is the mating of closely related animals, their relation-
ship determining the DEGREE of inbreeding.  Full brother to sister is 
extremely intense as all traits are augmented to a great degree.  Recall-
ing the story of the Bach family, the Jonathan Edwards family, and the 
Jukes, we know that as well as bad traits are intensified, and recessives 
brought to light and made strong. 

How, then can one safely inbreed?  Nothing but top quality stock 
should be used.  Remember:  Inbreeding will never create or erase a 
fault; it will only intensify.  Although faults may seem to be the result of 
close breeding, those weaknesses have been hidden in the strain. 
Darwin mated brother to sister for 15 successive generations and 
doubled the size of his birds.  Stamina and size are not “lost” therefore, 
because of inbreeding; the fault is in the eye of the breeder for not 
SELECTING correctly. 

It is nature’s own law that animals and birds mate close relatives of 
their own particular species.  They rarely roam far to mate; yet they 
continue to reproduce offspring identical in size, color and characteris-
tics.  However, wild  animals and birds with extreme faults have ceased 
to exist, and therefore, close breeding only continues to intensify the 
average size, the color and quality already apparent.
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Advantages To Inbreeding
Inbreeding has a definite place in reproduction and is the direct road 
to planned genetic purity. It is sometimes employed to determine if 
deformities are inherited. If a litter has a bad fault, mate daughter to 
sire, or son to dam to determine whether the fault is on the sire’s or 
dam’s side (a sure test). 

If a young stud shows great promise and much depends upon his 
ability to pass on his qualities with no major faults, he could be bred 
to a litter sister to determine his recessives. An exceptionally desir-
able quality in brother and sister (of carefully planned breeding and 
of stock with which the breeder is very familiar) could be perpetuated 
and intensified through inbreeding. 

This is the one direct method of producing prepotency (dominance in 
transmitting traits). Great sire and great bitches are not common -- in 
fact, there are so few that in most breeds they can be counted on one 
hand.

A quality bitch can be bred back to her sire.  You may not be satisfied 
with the puppies in your first generation but it is likely that you will be 
pleasantly surprised with your second or third litter -- each time breed-
ing back to the quality sire of the first mating. 

Inbreeding is a powerful tool in the hands of the student breeder.  
However, it is disastrous in the hands of the hit-or-miss breeder.  
Inbreeding should not be used by inexperienced breeders; too many 
faults may be intensified.  There is a great prejudice against inbreed-
ing, and this prejudice is justified if it is not done by a knowledgeable 
and discerning breeder.  Even for breeders of top quality stock, this 
method may be a great disappointment but remember that the faults 
were there in the beginning.

The Lines Strengthen
A good example of inbreeding is that of the cattle, inbred for hundreds 
of years on the Channel Island, Alderney, Jersey and Guernsey, famous 
for the fine dairy cattle bearing their names.  The strains improve and 
each line grows stronger, we are told, with no new imported blood.
Even today, these animals are shipped all over the world to improve 
cattle lines with their recognized dominant traits.

A Heart Breaking Test
Mohammed played a unique role in starting the Thoroughbred 
horse, an example of close breeding.  He wanted stalwart horses with 
stamina, speed and courage.  For 2 days his horses were fenced 
on the edge of the desert in sight of running water.  One the 3rd day 
the bars were lowered.  Frantically the thirsty horses dashed for the 
stream - but suddenly a trumpeter sounded a charge.   

Most of the horses swept into the stream -- all but a few -- and those 
few stout-hearted threw up their heads, leaped the stream, and then 
swept on in battle formation. 

Although the entire herd was composed of Mohammed’s prized hors-
es, he commanded all but those few which had heeded the trumpet’s 
call to be destroyed.  The valiant were saved for breeding purposes, 
and inbred to perpetuate those qualities he desired in his horses.  

Mutations-Variaions
If a surprising and new characteristic in one of your dogs become 
evident -- and you believe it to be an improvement in the breed and 
that it should be established -- it might be fixed by inbreeding.  Muta-
tions often are of great value to man.  However, it should be pointed 
out that most mutations are harmful and have never been a help in 
the wild state. 

In the wilds, the trait is lost or becomes recessive, hidden for many 
generations or until a chance mating, to an animal which also carries a 
gene for this trait, causes it to be intensified and reappear.

There are those who believe evolution proceeds by abrupt appear-
ances of unusual traits (mutations) rather than by gradual change.  If 
mutants are the material of evolution, as most geneticists are con-
vinced they are, then the survival of mutants is important.  Often the 
animal cannot transmit the trait.

A TRUE MUTANT can be established immediately by an inbreeding test 
(sister to brother) to fix the trait. 

A mutant is not a “throwback;” rather, a mutant is much like the intro-
duction of new blood.  A true mutant with a desirable trait is a valu-
able animal and experienced breeders claim that 50% of the offpsring 
inherit the gene.  The silver blue mink is a mutant, and it is regrettable 
that space does not permit the telling of many interesting stories of 
unusual animals (now valuable) which were once called freaks.

The Milestones
When the old-timers gather at the shows in years to come, will you 
be there?  We hope so.  Success will not come overnight, very rarely in 
one’s first litter.  If it does, it is usually just a whim of Lady Luck.  Either 
the dog’s quality is not dominant or -- as in the case of one great dog 
which appeared in a first litter, his owners did not know how to pre-
serve his genetic value and his great qualities were weakened almost 
so the point of non-existence. 

So if a breeder hopes to breed winning dogs, utilizing time, money 
and determination, he will not be disappointed.  However, when a 
breeder hopes to change fundamental traits with his breed, then he 
must prepare for a long period of trial and error.  Our advice is to 
leave the experiments and the uncertain methods of breeding to the 
scientists and breeders who have unlimited time and money. 

Be earnest in the breeding of good dogs.  Be consistent in your devo-
tion to your program.  Your responsibility to the breed and its future in 
infinite.

Alice Wagner 
Popular Dogs,  August 1954 
Orphan Works B5-28339
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Hot Debate: Vaccine Causing Tumors in Dogs? – 
How High’s the Risk?

There has been a lot of talk lately about over-vaccinating and the 
potential side-effects of vaccines, including cancer. But how high 
are these risks in dogs? Is it really worth risking your dog getting the 
disease by not vaccinating?

The Pro Vaccine Camp
Dr. Susy Horowitz of the Pasadena Humane Society & SPCA defends 
why vaccines are still important and something every dog owner 
should make sure their best friends are getting.

Why Are The Vaccines Important?
Vaccinations are an essential component of a wellness program for 
your dog.

For example, Distemper and Parvovirus were both prevalent diseases 
in the past making dogs very sick with an associated high risk of death.  
In addition, many dogs that survived Distemper developed health 
problems a few weeks to a few years later (some of which were severe 
enough to require euthanasia).

Rabies is an always fatal disease which can be transmitted to people 
(and is almost-always fatal in humans as well).  In some jurisdictions 
an unvaccinated dog bitten by a wild animal may be required to be 
euthanized.

What Can They Do That Natural Remedies/Natural 
“Supplements” etc Can’t?
Vaccinations consist of either de-activated viruses or bacteria or partial 
viruses (called components) that are still able to stimulate an immune 
response against the disease without causing the disease itself.  Prod-
ucts that claim to stimulate the immune system cannot confer immunity 
against a specific disease and are not considered protective for specific 
diseases.

What Are The Risks To Dog’s With Vaccines?
Vaccinations rarely cause harm to an individual although specific aller-
gic reactions may occur in a very small percentage of those receiving 
a vaccination.  Most vaccination reactions are mild (lethargy, short term 
discomfort at the vaccination site or other mild symptoms).

In the future an anti-histamine or anti-inflammatory may be given 
prior to or at the time of the vaccination to prevent or decrease a reac-
tion. There are very rare occasions where a pet’s medical condition will 
make vaccinating inadvisable. Your veterinarian will make that deter-
mination if your dog is diagnosed with one of those rare conditions.

How Likely Is That A Dog Will Get A Tumor (Or Other 
Reaction) From A Vaccine?
In a very small percentage of cats tumors have been linked to an 
injection site (any injection, not just a vaccination, although these 
tumors were first observed in parts of the body where vaccinations are 
commonly given).  There has not currently been shown to be a link in 
dogs between injection sites and vaccinations.  Veterinarians concur 
that the importance of protecting against disease in most cases out-
weighs the risk of the vaccination.

The Con Vaccine Camp
Dr. Judy Morgan, owner of Clayton Veterinary Associates and 
Churchtown Veterinary Associates in New Jersey, explains the danger 
of vaccines. She is a graduate of the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine and more recently, the Chi Institute of Veterinary 
Traditional Chinese Medicine and Acupuncture.

What Is The Worry About Pets Being Over-Vaccinated?
Every time a vaccine is given, the pet’s immune system must respond 
to that vaccine. It’s not automatic immunity. The immune system can 
be stressed and go into overdrive, attacking the body’s own cells, or it 
can stop functioning and stop protecting the animal, depending on 
which way it decides to head. Over-stimulation of the immune system 
can lead to chronic inflammatory diseases like Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease, arthritis, diabetes mellitus, chronic allergic dermatitis, autoim-
mune thyroiditis, autoimmune hemolytic anemia, and cancers.

How Likely Are Dogs To Get A Tumor (Or Other Reac-
tion) From A Vaccine?
Allergic reactions are being seen more commonly, especially since 
animals are being given so many vaccines at one time. Some animals 
come into my office with a crashed immune system after being given vac-
cines containing 12 antigens at the 
same time.

Cats are more likely to develop 
fibro sarcomas after being vac-
cinated, but they can occur in dogs 
as well. Some tumors that occur in 
common injection site areas have 
not been linked yet with vaccina-
tion, but I’m not sure how hard any 
scientists are trying to make that 
link either.

by Kristina Lotz
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It Is Said That Vaccines Can Last Longer Than Traditional 
Vets Say? Why Do They Tell Us To Re-Vaccinate?
Distemper and parvovirus vaccinations can last for 5 to 8 years, pos-
sibly lifetime. The new 3-year DAPP is actually guaranteed for 5 years, 
but labeled for 3. Rabies vaccines may last much longer, but because 
Rabies is zoonotic and not treatable, we err on the side of caution. The 
Rabies Challenge Study has been ongoing and will hopefully change 
the duration of the vaccination labelling. Adenovirus (hepatitis) also 
probably lasts for the lifetime of the pet. We were all taught in school 
to vaccinate every year. No one really knew the duration of immunity 
and no one thought there were any side effects to vaccinating every 
year. Now we know better, but old school veterinarians are hard to win 
over. Plus, for decades we have linked the annual physical examina-
tion to the vaccinations and veterinarians are afraid if they downplay 
the need for vaccinations pet owners will not bring the pets in for the 
annual exam.

The Bottom Line
You need to discuss your dog’s health with your veterinarian (or two, 
as second opinions are always good!) to make sure your decision is 
based on what’s best for your dog and not on others personal beliefs.

Reprinted with Permission 2015 
Kristina Lotz 

 
About the Author

Kristina Lotz has loved animals her entire life. Her mom used to say 
“Kristina loves all animals and they all love her.” It was this special con-
nection with pets that made her decide to become a Certified Profes-
sional Dog Trainer – Knowledge Assessed (CPDT-KA). She trains using 
only positive reinforcement methods and is an advocate for ending 

correction training and the use of harsh training tools on our best friends. When she 
is not training, she is writing. Kristina has written for the pet industry since 2009, 
writing about everything from training and behavior to DIY projects. She especially 
love to write about rescue stories. (Have one to share with me? Email me at Kris-
tina@homelifemedia.com). Kristina has owned everything from horses and goats 
to guinea pigs and birds and of course, dogs and cats. She enjoys competing with 
her animals and has shown horses, dogs and even sheep. She is a member of the 
Association for Professional Dog Trainers (APDT) and the Dog Writers Association 
of America. She smartly married a vet technician and groomer, who keeps all of her 
fur kids (even those with hooves!) happy and heathy. 

Visit her website at www.afairytailhouse.com

How Can Holistic Practices Keep Dogs Healthy Or Pro-
tect Them From Diseases?
We use titers for distemper and parvovirus to determine whether a pet 
actually needs a vaccine.

We use ultra-low dose vaccines which have less damaging preserva-
tives present in them.

We talk in-depth with every client about the exposure there dog or cat 
really has to each disease, rather than pushing owners to vaccinate for 
everything available.

We also work much harder to ensure the animals are fed a species-ap-
propriate diet and that their immune system is kept in tip-top shape, 
whether that be with added vitamins and herbals, or diet therapy.

As An Example, Do You Believe Dogs Should Get The 
Bordatella Vaccine Every Six Months? Why Or Why Not?
I do not believe they should get this vaccine ever. They can shed the 
disease after vaccination and expose other animals to the disease. The 
vaccine is short-lived and only vaccinates for a few of the upper respi-
ratory illnesses that can affect pets in high density situations. Kennel 
cough is not life-threatening. It is annoying.

There are over 60 respiratory illnesses that pets can be exposed to; vac-
cinating for 3 makes no sense.

Do You Think There Are Any Vaccines That Are Not Nec-
essary At All?
Bordetella. I use Lyme extremely sparingly. There are a dozen tick-
borne diseases, so vaccinating for one of them seems silly to me. The 
important thing is keeping the ticks off and monitoring for signs of 
Lyme disease. It is a treatable disease when caught early. Leptospirosis 
is an extremely reactive vaccine, particularly in small breeds of dogs. 
We always have a long conversation about exposure possibilities. 
Again, this is a treatable disease, if diagnosed early. I have seen 2 cases 
in 30 years, so I think it is a little over-hyped, but it is more prevalent 
in some locations. I would never use the Giardia, Porphyromonas, or 
Coronavirus vaccines.
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
GCH CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Christhill General Dwight David
GCH CH Wild West’s Happy At The Plaza
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
GCH CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
GCH CH Outbackred’s Advent Star
GCH CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party
GCH CH Melukylan Ursa Major

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

                    Jan 1, 2015 to Oct 30, 2015

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
GCH CH Christhill General Dwight David
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time 
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Outbackred’s Advent Star
GCH CH Wild West’s Mac Attack 
GCH CH Marble Arch The Corner Man 
GCH CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party

Conformation Owner/Handler (Top 10) - FINALS 
 -Starting from October 9, 2014 up to and including October 7, 2015

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Samabel Lucy s Dark Magic
GCH CH Shastakin Killara Larrikin Reduproar CA
GCH CH Ryba s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA
GCH CH Roachan s Cocktail Party
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
          CH Dreamweaver s Abeyta Abeona
          CH Johmanda-Kambara s General Pickett
          CH Tekoah & Wagddog Comin Round Again

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2
3

MACH4 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXC MJB2 
ABQ Kacy Christhill MX MXB MXJ MJS OF 
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ CA CGC

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

                                                                                                                                       47



AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

This listing is for July 2015 to September 2015 ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

July 2015

CHAMPION
CH Marble Arch This Girl Is On Fire
Breeder: Sandra M Weigle
Owner: Sandra M Weigle
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura
Breeder: Kim Floyd
Owner: Christina Worley & Kim Floyd 
GCH CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CA
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post
BEGINNER NOVICE
GCH CH Christhill Coachella BN
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
Bluquo Daydream Believer RN CGC
Breeder: Rita Farmer
Owner: Rita Farmer
CH Dreamtime Razzle Dazzle RN CGC
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban

August 2015

CHAMPION
CH Araluen’s Gamblers Delight - Lets Get Lucky
Breeder: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
Owner: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
CH Temora Viva La Vida
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Luci Ellis & M Ellis & J Seaton
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Melukylan Ursa Major
Breeder: Kirsi Ola
Owner: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke
RALLY ADVANCED
CH Dreamtime Razzle Dazzle RA CGC
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban
AGILITY EXCELLENT PREFERRED
The Farm’s Top Flight RA NA AXJ AXP MJP NF CGCA
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt 
RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CDX RAE THD CGCA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Patricia Goshorn 
COMPANION DOG 
GCH CH Merrigang Wild N Crazy Guy CD RN MX MXJ ME EE4
Breeder: Heather Rife & Susan Holsinger 
Owner: Heather Rife         

 

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Roachan’s Joyful Celebration CGC
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache 
Wismiss Rhythm N Blues Brother THD CGC
Breeder: C Sazama & I Weinstock & K Bryan & A Wright
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt & K Bryan & C Sazama 
COURSING ABILITY ADVANCED
GCH CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CAA
Breeder: S Bachman & T Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post

 
September 2015

CHAMPION
CH Aka Inu Corrado
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti & Shari Boyd & Marsha Gray
Owner: Kim Occhiuti & Shari Boyd & Marsha Gray
CH Good Day’s Danny Danono
Breeder: Carol Jablonowski
Owner: Carol Jablonowski 
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues
Breeder: Julie M Seaton
Owner: Nancy Tibbett
CH Wild West’s Mac Attack
Breeder: Eve Steele & MarjoAhola
Owner: Eve Steele & David Burnham 
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Temora American Maid
Breeder: Julie M Seaton
Owner: Julie M Seaton
RALLY NOVICE
Jack RN 
Breeder: --------
Owner: Heather Owens 
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party RN OA OAJ 
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Nancy Tibbett
COMPANION DOG 
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo CD RA NAJ
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell 
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd 
Wissmiss Regency Bonza Boy CD BN PCD RA
Breeder: C Sazma & IE Weinstock & K Bryan & AA Wright 
Owner: Barbera Curtis & Kerrie Bryan
GRADUATE NOVICE
Greyrock Mister Chief CDX BN GN PCDX RE
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis 
GRADUATE OPEN 
Greyrock Mister Chief CDX BN GN PCDX GO RE
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis 
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September 2015 continued.....

BEGINNER NOVICE 
Temora Lillian Stargazer BN
Breeder: Julie M Seaton
Owner: Heahter Owens 
COURSING ABILITY 
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ CA
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill 
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
CH Dreamtime’s Bollywood Kanti CA
Breeder: Mariyn Harban 
Owner: Caren Holtby
GCH CH Shastakin Killara Larrikin Reduproar CA
Breeder: Esther Krom 
Owner: Ann McGroarty & Esther Krom & Fiona McGroarty
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ CA CGC
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill 
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
The Farm’s Spirit Walkers Grace CGC
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Diane Wilkie & Michelle Bell 
RALLY ADVANCED 
GCH CH Kambara’s Santivo RA NAJ
Breeder: Anne Mitchell & Craig Mitchell 
Owner: Kim Floyd & Gary Floyd 

 

Dogs and Christmas
 
Because your dog is special to you, you want him to share all the 
special times in your life, including holidays. But to your dog, every 
day spent with you is a holiday, and he may not be able to appreci-
ate or understand the strange people, noises, things and goings-on 
associated with holiday celebrations. Here are some ways to keep your 
dog safe and happy.

•	 Holly, mistletoe and poinsettia plants are poisonous to dogs. 
Make sure they are kept in places your dog cannot reach.

•	 Do not put lights on the lower branches of your tree. They may 
get very hot and burn your dog.

•	 Watch out for electrical cords. Pets often try to chew them and 
get badly shocked or electrocuted. Place them out of reach.

•	 Avoid glass ornaments, which break easily and may cut a dog’s 
feet or mouth.

•	 Do not use edible ornaments, or cranberry or popcorn strings. 
Your dog may knock the tree over in an attempt to reach them.

•	 Keep other ornaments off the lower branches; if your dog chews 
or eats an ornament, he can be made sick by the materials or 
paint.

•	 Both live and artificial tree needles are sharp and indigestible. 
Keep your tree blocked off (with a playpen or other “fence”) or in 
a room that is not accessible to your dog.

•	 Tinsel can be dangerous for dogs. It may obstruct circulation and, 
if swallowed, block the intestines.

•	 Keep burning candles on high tables or mantels, out of the way 
of your dog’s wagging tail.

•	 Review canine holiday gifts for safety. Small plastic toys or bones 
may pose choking hazards.

•	 Your dog may want to investigate wrapped packages; keep them 
out of reach.
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The Australian Terrier Trust  (“AusTTrust”)                         
Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.                                                                                 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education.                                                        

 

 
Attn: ALL ATCA MEMBERS  
AUSTTRUST PRESENTATION AT NATIONAL 
SPECIALTY 2015 
 
Introduction  
The Australian Terrier Trust is a tax deductible 
Trust assisting the Australian Terrier Club of 
America Inc., in supporting our breed through 
Health and Education. 
 
What is the AustTTrust ? 
The AusTTrust’s full name is The Australian 
Terrier Trust. It is a 501c3 Trust, which allows 
all money, capital assets, shares etc. that are 
donated to the Trust to be tax deductible 
against US income.  A tax deductible receipt 
will be sent out for all donations annually.  
 
What is the Purpose of the Trust? 
To assist the ATCA in its efforts to better the 
lives of Australian terriers and to promote the 
welfare of the breed.  
 
How will the AusTTrust accomplish its 
Purpose? 
The Trust will accomplish its goals by, but not 
limited to, the following: 
- Supporting canine medical research with an 
emphasis on health issues that affect 
Australian terriers 
- Promoting the education on the care, 
treatment, breeding, health, development and 
training of our terriers 
- Fostering and increasing the public’s 
knowledge and appreciation of dogs in general 
and Australian terriers in particular 
 
What has the AusTTrust done so far? 
- Raised approx $33,000 as of August 2015.  
- Sponsored Speakers for the 2013 Palm 
Springs and Chattanooga National Specialty 
Education Day Dr. Thomas K. Graves 
and Dr. Carmen Battaglia. 

- Participated in funding the 2015 eye clinic for 
all members of the ATCA  
Hosted the Donor Appreciation Gathering at the 
2014 National Specialty in CO  
- Hosted the Donor Recognition Event at the 2015 
National Specialty in TN  

 
How can I apply for funds from the AusTTrust 
for a particular project? 
Anyone may apply for funding from the 
AusTTrust if the project meets the Purpose of the 
Trust.  
-Complete the form on the ATCA website and on 
the AusTTrust website.  Submit the completed  
form on the website.  
- All requests are reviewed by the ATCA and 
passed on to the AusTTrust. If the funding 
proposal is approved by the ATCA, the Trustees 
of the AusTTrust will work to secure funding  
 
The AusTTrust wants your help : 

- - Share your ideas for projects for the Trust  to 
support 

- - Become a member of the “Friends of the 
AusTTrust” and  

- - Donate annually, no matter the amount. 
- - GIVE $100 or more annually you become a 

FRIEND OF THE AUSSIES and receive a 
recognition pin with a shingle  
 
Who are the Trustees? 
Kreg Hill, Chairman & Treasurer 
Marilyn Harban, ATCA BOD Representative 
Kerrie Bryan, ATCA BOD Representative 
Sandra Weigle, Education Committee Chair 
Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee Chair 
Caren Holtby, Member at Large 
Jeanne Popovits, Member at Large 
 

 
If you have any questions, please email: 

AusTTrust@gmail.com 



	  2016	  Calendar	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________copies	  X	  	  $_______	  	  =	  $_______________	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TOTAL	  =	  $	  _______________	  

Send	  payment	  and	  your	  mailing	  address	  to:	  
Grace	  Cartwright,	  4343	  Mallard	  Dr,	  Gloucester,	  VA	  23061	  
Make	  checks	  out	  to	  ATCA	  with	  the	  notaEon,	  2016	  Calendar	  

	  

OR	  –	  Purchase	  through	  the	  Australian	  Terrier	  Store	  at	  	  	  www.australianterrier.org	  
OR	  –	  Use	  your	  Paypal	  account	  and	  send	  correct	  amount	  to	  atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	  

	  

★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  	  	  ★	  	  	  

ALL	  PRICES	  INCLUDE	  SHIPPING	  AND	  HANDLING	  
	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  US	  &	  Canada 	   	  All	  Other	  Countries	  

1	  Calendar 	   	  $18.00 	   	   	  $23.00	  
2	  Calendars 	   	  $35.00 	   	   	  $40.00	  
3	  Calendars 	   	  $51.75 	   	   	  $56.75	  
4	  Calendars 	   	  $68.00 	   	   	  $73.00	  Save	  $1	  each	  

NOW	  SHIPPING!!	  

2016	  CALENDAR	  

2016	  CALENDAR	  
ORDER	  YOURS	  TODAY!	  



“Once you have had a wonderful dog, a life without one, is a life diminished.”
     —Dean Koontz 



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers

www.australianterrier.org
 

Founded in 1958  
AKC Parent Club Member 1977
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