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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,

 This Newsletter will find us hurtling into the holi-
day season, just passing Thanksgiving and heading 
toward winter. I believe Thanksgiving is any dog’s 
favorite holiday and they are ready to celebrate 
and enjoy any leftovers you wish to send their way! 

Let’s hope this upcoming winter is less freaky and/or harsh and we 
can concentrate on enjoying our favorite Aussies and getting safely to 
shows, obedience, and performance events. We who are involved in 
the Aussie world are so lucky and have so much to be grateful for in 
this holiday season: Our dogs love us no matter what, they give us so 
much. As a breed, they are so pretty and distinctive, so graceful and 
athletic, their personalities are so interesting, confident and intelligent, 
we have so much we can give thanks; that in addition to the personal 
reasons we all have to give thanks. 

This past year we have seen the loss of two great Aussie fanciers: with 
the far too premature loss of a good friend to so many: Esther Krom 
and the most recent loss of one great lady of Australian Terriers for so 
many years: Jennie Worthing who was blessed with 99 years on this 
Earth. I feel blessed and grateful to have known both of them and will 
miss them greatly. Please read the wonderful article on Jennie Worth-
ing in this edition.

We have just been informed that the new edition of the Official AKC 
Dog Book is available in print. With the input of several ATCA mem-
bers,  it has been refreshed in the write-up and the photos. We had 
been informed that the AKC was going to inform us of what photos 
had been chosen from what we submitted but apparently with some 
publishing issues afoot, I understand, they did not do so. So the final 
presentation of the breed will be a wonderful surprise for all of us. I 
am sure they have done well for our breed as they were supplied with 
excellent materials.

I want to remind everyone that we are fast approaching, once again, 
to look forward to and plan for our next National Specialty; September 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. September 11th 2015 is our Independent 
Specialty, Sept 12 & 13 are supported entries with  
Chattanooga Kennel Club. The schedule is on our website. 

The Committee has been working hard to make this as fun and edu-
cational as the last. (The winning is up to you and your dogs.) Chair 
Marilyn Harban and Co-Chair Sandra Weigle have reported on some 
plans shaping up and more to follow in later editions. Welcome night 
is Wednesday at the hotel headquarters which is the historic Chat-
tanooga Choo-Choo. The Sweepstakes and Futurity will be held in the 
ballroom there, making participation so convenient. 

The second ATCA Futurity will be held in Chattanooga. If you have 
previously nominated a litter for the first event and now have a second 
or third littermate to show, you can do so. Remember, every individual 
dog can only go in one Futurity, but as long they are under two years 
of age at the time of the next event, they are eligible to compete, 
Champions, too. Let’s not forget that the late fees have been waived 
for this event and now is the time to take full advantage of this op-
portunity. I am informed that the judge for this upcoming Futurity is 
Marilyn Harban. 

The Education Day Chair, Rita Farmer, reported on our exciting 
speaker, renowned judge, lecturer and all-around dog man, Car-
men Battaglia will be speaking to us on two topics, Structure and 
Movement and Pedigree Analysis. In addition, as promised, as a re-
sult of the tremendous interest in learning about our breed and the 
standard, we will be offering more in terms of standard education, 
and the Mentor’s Corner will be offered to keep everyone of our 
new and previous Mentors and Presenters up and sharp in the fine 
points of our breed. We are all very encouraged by the positive re-
action to the offering of breed education at our Colorado Specialty; 
there are so many newcomers who can benefit from this and us 
old-timers so want to participate. It is really amazing to me, as long 
as I have had Aussies, I still have so much more to see and learn.
 
I am informed that there is still money available for the first 100 
CHIC enrollees; please feel free to partake and take advantage of 
this offer from this Club. There will be free eye testing available, so 
plan accordingly A little advance information on performance, the 
Committee reported that there will be three days of Obedience 
and Rally available for competitors. There is a Coursing Ability Test 
planned for two days, with two trials on each day, for a total of four 
opportunities to qualify there.

I was given a little advance information on Trophies: hand-thrown 
breed-decorated pottery! With little ribbons! Sounds fascinating 
and fun! Enough to really want to win or at least hope to be able to 
buy leftovers! To make this all happen, remember to start budget-
ing and saving now. This report from the Committee is provided as 
a quick look behind the curtain. All will be revealed by the Commit-
tee as plans are shaped up and finalized.

I want to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and happy dog 
days in 2015.

                                                                                                                                        5

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
us

an
 S

au
lv

es
te

r©



Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban 
Fourth Quarter 2014

Received request from AKC for all ATCA to help in furnishing his-
tory and photos for their new enhanced AKC.org website which will 
include information on each breed.

Referred request for breed information from an individual to Public 
Education Chair.

Received request for breed image for use in the Ohio’s 4-H Youth 
Development Program for Dog Learning Lab Kit.  Sent several photos 
that have been approved for use by ATCA.  Received thank you.  

Received confirmation on the artwork of our ATCA logo to be used 
on a AKC Reunite Trailer.  A donation of $1000.00 was approved at the 
Annual Board meeting.  

Received informational letter regarding the AKC Meet the Breed to 
be Held at Pier 92, 711 12 Ave NY in conjunction with Westminster 
KC’s Master Agility Trial.  Forwarded to Public Education Coordinator, 
Sandra Weigle.

Responded to request for breed photos from Ross D. Clark, DVM 
and Linda Clark, RVT who have completed the 3rd edition of “Medi-
cal, Genetic and Behavioral Risk Factors in Purebred Dogs”.  They are 
also publishing booklets on each AKC recognized breed. The breed 
chapter in the big book (1500 pages) and, in each booklet, titled “All 
About Australian Terriers”, will cover origin and history, description, 
show requirements, breeding and whelping as well as a list of medical 
and genetic problems that have been reported in the breed. There 
will also be a list of genetic tests available for that breed as well as the 
Canine Health Information Center requirements for that breed.  I have 
requested a copy of the book and booklet for our Archives when they 
are published.  Received thank you for the photos.  

Membership Applications Received:

•	 Membership Application received from Eileen Wittfelt.   
Sponsors are Carol Sazama and Kerrie Bryan.

•	 Membership Application received from Cindy Burgess.   
Sponsors are Julie Seaton and Barb Curtis.

•	 Membership Application received from Anne Patrick McGroarty.  
Sponsors are Grace Cartwright and Lori Gutzwiller.

•	 Membership Application received from Fiona Clare McGroarty.  
Sponsors are Grace Cartwright and Lori Gutzwiller.

•	 Membership Application received from Susan S Mason.   
Sponsors are Ann Mitchell and Marilyn Harban.

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  

to the Recording Secretary.  
After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Darlene Evans

Fourth Quarter 2014

General Activities
The following Officers and Board Members have been approved:

President – 2015-2016   Alexa Samaroto (NY)
Recording Secretary – 2015-2016   Sherrill Yates (OK)
Treasurer – 2015-2016   Eileen Cummings (ME)
Board Director – 2015-2016   Kerrie Bryan (CO)
Board Director – 2015-2016   Tamara Gaudet (NM)
Board Director – 2015-2016   Lisa Violette (MA)
Board Director – 2015-2016   Celeste Platte (FL)
Trust – Member at Large – 2015-2016   Jeanne Popovits (AZ)
Trust – Member at Large – 2015-2016   Caren Holtby (BC, CAN)
Trust Treasurer – 2015-2016   Kreg Hill (CA)

There was a nomination from the floor per the ATCA By-laws for the 
position of Vice President. A ballot has been sent to all members and 
that ballot closes December 15, 2014.

The following are new members to ATCA:

Mary Ellis
411 13th Ave
Racine, WI 53403-9667
262-883-4253
luciandhenrysmom@gmail.com

Luci Ellis – Jr membership
411 13th Ave
Racine, WI 53403-9667
262-883-4253
lellis22@prairieschool.com

Sue Gersin
9 Waterview Drive
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-8791
818-598-9595
sgersin@nycap.rr.com

Shahntae Martinez – Jr membership
2317 123rd St SE
Everett, WA 98208-6290
425-422-7340
Suemrtnz@comcast.net

Felicity Snook
Moorledge Farm
Chew Magna
Bristol, BS408TL, England
email: james_glyn@btconnect.com
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Corrections to the Membership Directory:

Bamford Hollace – correct zip 28739-8727
Brown, Brenda – correct address
237 Biggar Rd
Motherwell, ML15LX, UK

Cahill, Diane – correct zip 63304-4502
Kennel Banjopats

Cahill, Devin – kennel Banjopats

Earl, Claudette – correct zip 64555-2758

Holtby, Caren – correct phone 250-655-8868

Popovits, Jeanne – correct email –
blumoonausi@aol.com

Weaver, Lisa
800 Elmore St
Camden, SC 29020-1824
803-549-3061

Zupan, Patricia – phone 732-534-7833
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Lament Of A Lady Who’s Gone  
To The Dogs.......

There was a time, there really was, when I was young and 
tender
When show dog meant a Disney Star, and “bitch” was not a 
gender

I went to bed at half past ten, I went to church on Sunday,
On Saturday I baked the beans, and did the wash on Monday

But then I got a certain pup, and an erstwhile friend said 
“show”
And so I did, and so I do, Oh what I didn’t know.

Once I dressed with flair and style, that was the life, don’t 
knock it
Now every dress from best to ball must have a good bait 
pocket

I used to lave a certain air, I wallowed in perfume
I was to smell like Nuit d’Amour, now I smell like Mr. Groom

My furniture was haute décor, my pets, a tank of guppies
Now I’ve furniture that is unstuffed, and well -adjusted 
puppies.

I used to long for furs and jewels and a figure classed as super
But now the thing I yearn for most is a nice new pooper 
scooper

I was taught to be well groomed, no matter where I went—
Now all the grooming that I do is in the handler’s tent.

While once I spoke in pristine phrase, in dulcet tones and frail
I now am using language that would turn a sailor pale.

I adored a man who murmured verse, through intimate little 
dinners
But now the words I thrill to hear are just three—“Best of 
Winners”

I rise at dawn and pack the car—the road ahead’s a long one
The one I’ve routed on the map’s invariably the wrong one

I really love my doggy life; I wouldn’t care to change it

And when my days on earth are done, I’ll go without much 
nudging
Just give me three weeks closing date and let me know who’s 
judging.

Author Unknown



C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q3 2014    
     

Animal                                                                               Date            New / Update    CHIC #               Reg #                          Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
CA- Melanoma right shoulder returned 11yo

LONGEVITY REPORT

Aristas Rocky Mountain High
Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
Pineterri Forever Trevor
Dirigo’s Amazing Gracie
Temora American Maid
Ryba’s Up The Anti
Ryba’s Queen Of Hearts
Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party
Nellyson’s Yippy-Yippy-Yay

08/01/2014
08/01/2014
07/10/2014
07/10/2014
08/22/2014
08/27/2014
08/27/2014
09/05/2014
09/18/2014

UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

88304
89054
98510
98511
99303
99734
99735
99824
100144

RN17767701
RN23300601
RN12507904
RN20177705
RN24339702
RN25300102
RN25300101
RN24910703
RN24655001

Pamela C. Levy
Pamela Levy
Dr. David P. Violette
Eileen Cummings
Julie Seaton & Zane Smith
Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Nancy & Doug Tibbett
T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee
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Keep a look out for the New Health Survey coming out
 January 2015 online only thru OFA.org

The link will be sent to members once the survey is ready 

mailto:Pete128%40earthlink.net?subject=Pete128%40earthlink.net


I have organized this report by subject with the meeting or commit-
tee where the item was discussed given in parentheses.  I hope that 
this makes it easier for the reader to identify topics of interest and 
stimulate discussion by the board and membership.  I have listed the 
subjects in their order of importance to the ATCA membership, as I per-
ceived it.  Since delegate committee meetings are held simultaneously, 
the committee meeting which I always try to attend are the Canine 
Health Committee and the Parent Club Committee.   (By “parent clubs” 
the AKC means breed clubs, such as the ATCA.)  I was fortunate enough 
at this meeting to have been elected as a member of the Canine Health 
Committee.

My report is not intended to be an official report of the business con-
ducted by the various delegate committees or by the official Delegate 
Meeting.  Summaries of the minutes for all meetings are posted on 
the AKC website.  If you need the full official minutes for a particular 
delegate committee meeting or a transcript of the actual Delegate 
Meeting, I can access these and forward them to you.

1.   Peter Piusz of the American Rottweiler Club stated that his parent 
club might incorporate in another state as the information which 
they had obtained in regard to electronic balloting for N.J. not-for-
profit corporations was too restrictive.    [The Australian Terrier Club 
of America is a New Jersey corporation.]  He stated that he had been 
directed for more information by the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Jersey to a N.J.  association of not-for-profit corporations.  It seems 
clear that electronic balloting is not permitted under New Jersey 
law.   Board conference call votes seem to be OK, but ballots cannot 
be sent out by e-mail in order to resolve an issue, but must be written 
and mailed instead.  The penalties for non-compliance may be as 
severe as being banned as a corporation in New Jersey and/or losing 
tax-exempt status.  It was suggested that parent clubs with questions 
contact an attorney specializing in not-for-profit law in the states of 
their incorporation.   [Parent Club Committee]

2.  Apparently in response to some concerns expressed by the Dock 
and Crop Committee, it was re-emphasized that parent clubs have 
complete control over their own standards.    [Parent Club Committee]

3.  A committee is being formed in order to form a “Parent Club Rescue 
Alliance.”  The goal will be to include all parent-club-sanctioned rescue 
groups who perform rescues of purebred dogs.  Some parent clubs 
do not perform rescue directly but, instead, refer to rescue organiza-
tions not affiliated with them but whom they endorse.  Others, such 
as ATCA, have rescue activities in a separate corporation.  Each parent 
club is being asked to check its rescue listing on the AKC web-site in 
order to make sure that it is correct.  Members of the committee are: 
William Blair, Connie Butherus, Anne Bowes, and Karen Spey.   [Parent 
Club Committee]

4.  Parent Clubs are again being asked to periodically screen the AKC 
Breeder Classifieds and immediately report any incorrect information 
to Mari-Beth O’Neill, who will take immediate appropriate action.   A 
new, improved Breeder Classified section is to appear on the up-dated 
AKC website next spring.  Only 17% of breeders who advertise pure-
bred dogs in the Breeder Classified ads are members of AKC parent 
clubs.   85% of parent clubs have identified specific components of 
health testing for their breeds.  An attempt will be made to encourage 
breeders who do not belong to parent clubs to undertake these

breed-specific health tests.  It was suggested that parent clubs would 
benefit from offering membership to reputable breeders who are not 
currently members.   Bill Feeney, AKC Board Liaison outlined the many 
benefits which accrue to a parent club which “opens up” its member-
ship, not the least of which is financial.  For example, the Leonberger 
Club of America has over 1100 members, which has reduced the cost 
of each of their quarterly printed newsletters to $3.26, exclusive of 
advertising revenue.   [Parent Club Committee, Canine Health Com-
mittee]

5.   Letters have gone out to club presidents encouraging them to ap-
ply for a Parent Club of Excellence Award.   Thus far only 5 applications 
have been received, with an average score of 91.  A perfect score is 
130.  The purpose is to provide a self-assessment instrument for clubs 
directing them to focus on those factors which have been identified 
as important in creating “successful” parent clubs.   [Parent Club Com-
mittee]

6.   Parent Clubs and regional specialty clubs are exempt from the 
requirement that the Owner-handled Series be offered at their shows.   
[Parent Clubs]

7.   Meet the Breeds at the Javits Center in NYC was so successful that, 
in consideration of the size of the “gate,” the Center raised the rent to 
a level which the AKC could not afford.   Accordingly, Meet the Breeds 
will be held this year at The Piers, in association with the Westminster 
Kennel Club show.   [Parent Clubs, Delegate Meeting]

8.  The unfortunate experience of a delegate who had taken the breed 
at the World Dog Show in Finland was reported in some detail.   Due 
to the judges’ being asked to review 3 single-spaced pages of “health 
issues” on each dog examined, the judging of 40 dogs in one breed 
took 4 hours.  The delegate with the winning dog, who happened to 
be a veterinarian, stated that most of the “health issues” seemed to 
have been identified by animal rights groups and had little to do with 
canine health.  These included such categories as “excessive skin folds,” 
and “appropriate size of the ear canals.”  At the conclusion of judging, 
her dog, together with the handler, was whisked away by uniformed 
security officers for drug testing.  Since the dog and the handler had 
to be confined until the dog could “pee in a cup,” this required an ad-
ditional several hours, during which time the owner did not know the 
whereabouts of her dog.   Antibiotics, sedatives and anti-inflammatory 
agents were being screened for.   (The handler did not have to submit 
a specimen of his own urine for testing.)   [Canine Health Committee]

9.   Alan Kalter, AKC Board Chairman, reported that 4 new dock-diving 
titles will be available after 07/01/2015.  50 “legislator of the year” 
awards are to be given, and a law school outreach program has been 
initiated to counteract the current emphasis of “animal rights” within 
the subject of animal law.  There are 2.1 million AKC fans on Face book 
and, during 2013, there were 20 million individual visits to the AKC 
website and 3.2 million to the Breeder Classifieds.   Members of parent 
clubs who breed are being asked to advertise in the AKC Breeder Clas-
sifieds as well as on their club breeder referral list.  [Delegate Meeting]

10.  Samantha Wright is now to be the primary liaison to parent clubs 
from the Canine Health Foundation.  Conditional approval has been 
obtained for a hypothyroidism grant, but full sponsorship has not yet 
been obtained.  Donations of clubs or individuals to the Canine Health

REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
Delegate’s Report for Meeting of 7-8 September  2014

Newark, New Jersey
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate
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Foundation from those who have not donated since 12/31/2011 will 
be matched dollar-for-dollar by the AKC.  The next Canine Health 
Conference, sponsored by Purina, will be held 07-09 August 2015 in 
St. Louis, MO.  Dr. Joseph Kinnarneh, DVM, a dog breeder and exhibi-
tor and American Veterinary Medical Association liaison to the AKC, is 
President-Elect of the American Veterinary Medical Association.  The 
search continues for an AKC Chief Medical (Veterinary) Officer.  A new 
veterinary school has been established at Lincoln Memorial University, 
Harrogate, TN.  [Canine Health Committee]

11.  A presentation on the AKC Pet Disaster Relief trailers was the 
subject of the Forum. FEMA has emphasized the “Whole Community 
Approach,” which means that animals and their owners can be “co-
located”, meaning housed together, at shelter locations.  Presentations 
were made by Sharron Stewart,  Emergency Programs Director for the 
NC Dept. of Agriculture, and by Richard K. Brooks, III, Director of Emer-
gency Services for Cecil County, MD.  54 trailers have been placed in 
NC, the majority purchased with Homeland Security funds.  There is 
FEMA emergency management training available on-line which will 
enable interested kennel club members to assist at shelter locations.  
Without this training, they will not be able to help in shelter areas.  
Disaster drills in Cecil Country, MD, are being held in conjunction 
with local kennel club members who have completed this training.  
With regard to the AKC project, 10 trailers have been delivered, 10 are 
being outfitted for delivery, and 12 are being built.  In California, one 
trailer has been located in the SF Bay area and 3 are being built for 
San Diego County.  A club interested in sponsoring a trailer needs to 
donate 12,000 dollars, which will be matched by the Canine Health 
Foundation.  $19,500 is needed if a club is to be sole sponsor.  Each 
trailer is fully stocked with non-perishable items.   Local emergency 
management is responsible for insurance, re-stocking, deployment, 
proper storage and maintenance.  The initial barrier in locating a 
trailer appears to be the identification of the appropriate emergency 
management official who will agree to the conditions attached.  Usu-
ally, this will be at the county level as most state emergency manage-
ment officials act as coordinators only.  [Delegate Forum]

12.   Dennis Sprung, AKC President, reported that this is the 25th 
anniversary of the Canine Good Citizen program.  22,667 CGC titles 
had been awarded through 08/01/2014.  “Woofipedia,” a new AKC-
sponsored source of practical dog information for owners, had 1.1 
million users during August.  270 Owner-handled Series events will 
be held before the end of this year, making a total of 600 for the year.  
[Delegate Meeting]

13.   For those concerned about the effect of the new USDA APHIS 
regulations on hobby breeders, the USDA has appointed Julian Prager, 
Delegate for the Central Florida Kennel Club, as their consultant in 
the definition of de minimis rules, as mandated by the last Farm Bill.  
Mr. Prager is an attorney with a background in lobbying and animal 
regulation and welfare issues.  Anyone with recommendations as to 
what numbers (dogs sold on the internet and shipped rather than 
being delivered or picked-up, number of “breed able bitches,” etc.) 
should be used to exempt hobby breeders from “pet store” regulations 
should contact him at julian.j.prager@aphis.usda.gov.   Actually, Mr. 
Prager requested that recommendations actually be delegates so that 
they could be coordinated before being forwarded, avoiding his being 
deluged with an enormous number of e-mails.  [Delegate Meeting]

14.   A rule change was read which would allow a club to offer ama-
teur retriever stakes without offering an open stake every other year 
subject to some other conditions.   This does not seem applicable to 
our breed.  Anyone using an Australian Terrier as a retriever should 
probably submit an article to the Talkabout.  [Delegate Meeting]

If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at: 
wchrist367@aol.com

Australian Terrier
 Property Laws

1.   If I like it, it’s mine. 

2.   If I saw it first, it’s mine. 

3.   If it’s in my mouth, it’s mine. 

4.   If I can take it from you, it’s mine. 

5.   If it looks like mine, it’s mine. 

6.   If I had it a little while ago, it’s mine. 

7.   If you had something and put it down, it’s  
  mine. 

8.   If I chew something up, all the pieces are  
  mine. 

9.   If it used to be yours, get over it. 

10.   If it’s broken, it’s yours.
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Oftentimes, dogs are a woman’s best friend, too. Sometimes their only 
friend.

In that spirit, The Shelter for Abused Women & Children in Naples al-
lows victims of domestic violence to bring their pets along to provide 
emotional support and ensure the safety of the animals themselves, 
said residential supervisor Carol Drouin, who’s worked at the shelter 
for the past 18 years.

In fact, Drouin said, the shelter encourages it.

“Accepting pets is important because all members of the family unit 
deserve respect and a lot of pets are also subjected to cruelty and 
abuse,” she said. “A lot of times, abusing an animal is just another form 
of control for the abuser.”

And such a sad fact of life could wind up putting a domestic violence 
victim between a rock and a hard place, Drouin said.

“When I started working at the shelter in 1996, women would call 
for shelter for themselves, their children and their pets,” she said. “We 
were unable to accept pets at the time (so) survivors would not come 
to the shelter and would either opt to stay in their home to protect 
their animals or live in their cars — if they had one. Either way, this 
was dangerous (and) this is what led us to opening a kennel in our 
new facility. This gives survivors the opportunity to come and not 
have to leave their beloved pet behind.”

Since the kennel’s opening, Drouin said the shelter has hosted dogs, 
cats, chinchillas, rabbits, lizards, bearded dragons, fish, birds, guinea 
pigs and snakes.

At the moment, it’s providing safe haven for 21 adults, 24 children and 
five dogs, including “Angel,” a 4-month-old boxer-terrier mix who’s 
quick to make friends with humans (especially children) and even 
quicker with unlimited pink-tongued kisses.

“She’s just an absolutely beautiful baby girl,” Drouin said while cradling 
Angel in her arms and receiving a face full of doggie smooches in 
return.

Drouin said “Angel” came to the shelter with her owner due to the fact 
that her home’s abuser targeted the puppy as a way to control Angel’s 
owner and get the woman to “obey.”

“Our survivor told us in our initial assessment that the puppy had 
been left outside overnight tied on a short rope to a tree,” Drouin said. 
“The abuser had kicked the little pup and would withhold food as a 
means of punishment.”

After Angel and her owner had been admitted to the shelter, Drouin 
said, “our new puppy appeared lethargic and had cuts on her legs. The 
next day, our veterinarian came in to check on her. Luckily, she did 
not have anything life-threatening and was treated for her existing 
problems.”

AKC News  
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Protecting the whole family: Shelter provides a safe haven for pets as well as victims

While Angel’s wounds were being attended to, Drouin said the dog’s 
owner was able to move into an apartment at the shelter.

“Keeping pets and their owners together brings normalcy to families, 
and what we also see is that animals are therapeutic to their owners 
and others,” Drouin said. “Pets bring joy, and it’s documented that pet-
ting an animal leads to a drop in blood pressure.”

It’s exactly those sorts of benefits that have led the New York City-
based AKC Humane Fund to fund the animal program in Naples and 
at similar shelters around the country, said AKC Humane Fund Vice 
President Gina DiNardo.

“The women’s shelter grant program is something we’re very proud 
of at AKC Humane Fund,” DiNardo said. “Dogs are our passion, and as 
any pet owner will tell you, that animal becomes part of the family. It’s 
also been documented that nearly half of abused women with pets 
delayed leaving an abusive situation because of concern for their pet’s 
life.”

So, DiNardo continued, keeping pets and their owners together 
makes perfect sense.

“We know that women entering domestic violence shelters are facing 
extremely difficult life issues, and leaving their pet behind shouldn’t 
be one of them,” she said. “That is why we feel these grants are so 
important: we’re able to help a shelter provide for these animals and 
give some peace of mind to domestic abuse victims.”

But it’s not just women being served at the shelter, Drouin said, since 
domestic violence isn’t a one-way gender street.

“We actually get quite a few men as well,” she said. “And we do have 
repeat residents, too, since it takes the average person seven times to 
leave an abuser.”

No matter how many times it takes, however, Drouin said help would 
always be available to domestic violence victims and their pets at The 
Shelter for Abused Women & Children.

“We do not limit the number of times someone can enter shelter,” she 
said. “Sometimes residents come back having the same abuser, or 
they find themselves in another abusive relationship.”

For more information, visit www.naplesshelter.org
Confidential 24-hour crisis hotline: (239) 775-1101

http://www.naplesshelter.org


 

AusTTrust - Donation Form 

Donations to the AusTTrust identifies and defines you as a con-
cerned supporter who understands that health and education are 
so very important to our breed. 
 
PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Trust will be to promote the welfare of the 
Australian Terrier breed and will be accomplished by, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 

 Support canine medical research with an emphasis on 
health issues that affect Australian Terriers. 

 

 Promote education on the proper care, treatment, breeding, 
health, development and training of Australian Terriers, 
and foster and promote the public's knowledge and appre-
ciation of dogs in general and Australian Terriers in 
particular. 

 

Every donation is tax deductible as allowed by law since the 
trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization. 
The AusTTrust is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees. 
Contact Kreg Hill, Chairman of the AusTTrust, if you have any 
questions. (505) 450-3400/kreg@kreghill.com. 
 
Name _____________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip _______________________________  
 
Phone ____________ Email ____________________  

 
 With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend 

of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 
2014 you will also receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future 
annual donation you will receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

 Donation in Honor/Memory of __________________  
 

 Planned Giving 
 
 Please mail to: ATCA for the AusTTrust 

 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
Or PayPal on the ATCA Website 

http://www.australianterrier.org/DONATE.html  
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Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust “) 

a 501 (3) (c) tax-deductible trust focused on health and educa-
tion for the benefit of Australian Terriers

What’s it all about anyway………?
When we encounter something NEW it takes time to figure out a 
whole set of questions.  

 Why do we need it? ..What will it do? ..Why should I care?
Here are a few of the questions I have been hearing reguarding the 
new Trust that is called the AusTTrust, established in 2012 to support 
the health of our Australian Terriers and to educate people about the 
breed.

In the past … 
ATCA members gave money towards health studies and programs by 
sending extra money at the time of their membership renewal. These 
monies went into the ATCA Health Fund. No one was able to deduct 
any of the donations from their taxes.   

There have been ATCA members and owners of Australian Terriers 
who wanted to support the breed, but wanted to gift the money into 
a Trust, until the AusTTrust was established these monies were kindly 
held by the estate’s trustees until these monies could be donated to a 
bonafide trust for Australian Terriers.

It’s a beginning …. 
As of today the AusTTrust has received over $20,000 bequeathed to 
the breed from members because there is a 501 (3) (c) trust in place. 
Without the AusTTrust, these monies would not have come to us. 

AusTTrust will sponsor in the future …
- CHIC program    - Health Studies
- Eye clinics     - National Specialty Speaker on Health 
- Judge Education 

The AusTTrust will sponsor additional programs & studies 
Submitt your ideas to the Chairman of the AusTTrust today!!

Of note to members, there is money in the ATCA Health Fund, which is 
being used in much the same way as the money in the AusTTrust will 
be used in the future …
- CHIC program - $80 rebate offered to 100 dogs, 50 % completed
- Eye clinics at National Specialties 
- National Specialty Speaker on Health and Education  
- ATCA Attendance at the Canine Health Conference. 
- Health Studies on cryptorichid  [testicles not dropped] no marker 
found ;  Legg calv perthies (“LCP”) [degeneration of head on the hind 
leg of femur bone.]  The LCP study came back with information regard-
ing carriers and varying degrees of LCP. Current study is Hemangiosar-
coma,  [tumors on spleen, liver, heart and skin]

The ATCA board made the decision to invest the health fund monies 
into the planned programs now and give the new AusTTrust time to 
build up its funds. Once the Health Fund is empty the AusTTrust will 
take over the Health projects and Education programs for the ATCA.

ATCA members who have in the past sent money to the Health Fund 
can still support health through the AusTTrust with benefit of a tax 
deduction.  

With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend of Aussies” 
Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 2014 you will also 
receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future annual donation you 
will receive an “Annual Shingle”.
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etter from the EditorL
Well the end of the year is almost here and it has been a wonderful 
year personally for me and I hope for everyone that reads this maga-
zine as well!

This has been a very busy year and I am excited to say that next year a 
new chapter of the magazine will be coming with the advent of adver-
tising. Remember to get your ads in if you would like to advertise your 
dogs, your kennel or your merchandise! 

Ads are open to anyone who is a member of the ATCA!

I would also like to take this time to give a very HUGE thank you to a 
dear friend  - Leslie Hoy.

Leslie has helped me shape and make this publication what it is today. 
She has proofed every issue prior to distribution and has taught me 
about layout and  how to make this the premier magazine that it is. 
This is her last issue as she is going on to other things, no doubt with 
her Australian Terrier Libby and her other dogs at her side.

Thank you Leslie for helping me and always giving me advise and 
mentoring me! 

Just a note as I like to keep track of our Juniors, we have 6 Juniors com-
peting with their Australian Terriers.

Here is the current rankings (as of 10-31-2014):

1 - Shahntae Martinez 
2 - Luci Ellis
3 - Moira McGroarty
4 - Eleanor Goiffon
5 - Samantha L Van Buren
6 - Molly I Wilson

Congrats girls on a job well done!

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday and New Year!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor

NEW TO THE TALKABOUT
STARTING WITH ISSUE 1, 2015

- ADVERTISING -  
Available to ATCA Members only

Full Page Color:  $175.00 
Full Page B/W: $100.00

Half Page Color:  $65.00
Half Page B/W: $50.00

Front Cover:  $200.00 
Back Cover:  $150.00 

 
“Commercial” Ads will be  

accepted  if they meet 
 the following criteria:

 
 - A conformation or  
performance event  

sanctioned by the AKC 

 - Litter announcements  
from members 

 - Memorial Ads from members 

 - Member Boutique items 
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Little did I know that I would have a very difficult delivery and experi-
ence a massive heart attack that would lead to open heart surgery.  
Needless to say, I am very lucky to be alive and I try to count my bless-
ings everyday.  I was definitely given a second chance and an opportu-
nity to raise my son (who will be 11 next week!).  

A heart attack has a way of helping one prioritize.  Prioritizing meant 
giving up the high stress of late nights, solos and auditions.  What bet-
ter way to slow my life than with a terrier??  (what? really??!   
A TERRIER?!!)  Yes, the little dog with the prick ears, upright tail and 
zest for life :)  I toyed with idea of owning other breeds, even enquiring 
about greyhounds, and Bichon Frises!  Something did not feel right, so 
I googled “unusual terrier breeds” - well, guess what popped up....

Julie Seaton’s Temora website of course, complete with prick ears, 
upright tail and OBVIOUSLY personality abound!  After many conversa-
tions with Julie and Sandra Weigle (who generously spent many hours 
of her time with me), I decided that, not just owning, but showing an 
Australian Terrier would be tremendously fun and an opportunity to 
meet others that were passionately (crazy?!) about terriers.  It was May 
of 2010 that my little family drove to Richmond, Va. to pick up our girl 
Cocoa.  I will never forget driving up to the hotel and hearing the ma-
niacal song of terriers coming from the opened trunks of SUVs!!  The 
little coarse coated red and blue/tan bodies dancing in the cages as 
we walked to the hotel office to check in.  Yes, terrier heaven!!!!  I was 
reveling in a sea of Aussies....  I knew that even though I had entered 
into the Aussieville, sight unseen, I knew that I had made the right 
choice.  My intuition was justified that evening as I met some of the 
warmest, helpful “human’ personalities at the reception.  The passion 
was evident.  I felt as though things had come full circle and that I was 
right at home.

Since Cocoa, we have expanded our family to include our little blue/
tan “Sunni”.  I have taken great pride in educating our community 
about Aussies and letting people know that Aussies ARE NOT shep-
herds :)   I have also taken great joy in working with my two “hams” in 
the show ring.  They are always ready to give their “all” and  seem to 
know EXACTLY what they are doing (even more-so than me at times)!  
Of course, they wouldn’t be terriers without the occasional impulsive 
“surprise” when least expected. They don’t easily, or readily give up 
being the center of attention (as Cocoa jumps in my lap and “slobbers” 
my face with kisses to go outside)... Oh, and soccer balls?? Cocoa and 
Sunni have become Aaron’’s biggest fans when attending practices 
and games.  The joy is immeasurable as they vocalize, along with the 
fans, when a goal is made - or the surprise “lunge” when a ball whizzes 
by....   If I only had a dollar for every “picked to pieces” demolished 
soccer ball.... 

There is no end to my Aussie stories nor the joy that accompanies my 
feelings towards this awesome little dog.  

I am hooked.  Ears, tail and attitude.      

Dogs and Children.  Two  
entities that I can honestly 
say have encompassed and 
defined most of my life.  I 
could even go one step 
further and break it down 
further into “Terriers and 
Teenagers”, but why? Dogs 
are dogs and children are 
children, right??  Well, not 
quite when it comes to MY 
life. 

An explanation may be 
warranted at this point, so I will try and explain how I ended up with, 
in my opinion (which, by the way, IS correct), the most beautiful, fun-
loving, charismatic, therapeutic and devotional family member one 
could ever hope to share their life with - the Australian Terrier.  Since 
a very young age, I have always been drawn to animals of all sorts, in 
particular dogs and horses.  I grew up in an Air Force family and spent 
a lot of time moving around the United States and Europe.  It was in 
Lakenheath, England that my love eventually led to our first family 
dog - a beautiful brindle Scottish Terrier named “Shaggy”.  As it hap-
pened, Shaggy was bred in England for the show ring but developed 
an aggressive nature which limited her show potential.  It was love at 
first sight and my family ended up rescuing Shaggy from a potentially 
abusive home.  I must say that I remember being drawn to the large 
prick ears, the adorable stick straight tail and the cutest little rear end 
I had ever seen! ( I know I can talk with you all like this without the risk 
of sounding like a pervert :)  It was not only the beauty that caught 
my eye, but also the feisty personality and keen expressiveness that 
initiated my life long love of terriers!  Shaggy was too beautiful to be 
kept from the public and it was then that my parents, along with the 
help of friends that happened to be Corgi breeders, that involved me 
in Junior Handlers.  It was amazing how our beautiful Scottish Terrier 
blossomed into one of the most loving and loyal family members one 
could want.  I quickly learned to appreciate beautiful dogs. 

Following high school, I entered college and ended up with a master’s 
degree in counseling from the University of North Carolina.  My world 
quickly became consumed with a lifelong career in elementary and 
middle school counseling (in which I am currently employed).  I spent 
much of my spare time exercising, singing with community and 
church choirs, along with musical theatre.  Don’t get me wrong, during 
this busy time, I had my share of furry animals along the way: a horse, 
another Scottie and 4 Miniature Schnauzers to be exact!  (notice the 
“terrier trend” :)  Needless to say, I became quite adept at studying and 
playing, all this while my friends were marrying and having babies!  
It was at 40 that I met my best friend, Mark Arnold and we quickly 
decided to marry.  Marry we did, and 7 months later I was pregnant 
with our first and only child, Aaron.  The both of them have been such 
blessings in my life. 

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the owner of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our cover was reserved by Carol Shorter-Arnold, a member of the ATCA since 2011. 
Thank you Carol for sharing with us!

14                                                                                                              



FUTURITY NOMINATION REQUIREMENTS & RULES

The Futurity is sponsored by the Australian Terrier Club of America and is exclusively for the competition of 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior dogs and bitches between 6 months and 24 months of age in conjunction with 
the National Specialty.  It is a showcase for breeders of Australian Terriers.

The Futurity is open to all breeders of AKC registered Australian Terriers in good standing with the American 
Kennel Club.

The breeder is responsible for nominating the bitch for the appropriate Futurity (offspring from 6 months to 
24 months old).  The breeder is also responsible for returning the nominating forms and associated fees to the 
Futurity Chairperson.  

The National Specialty dates are as follows:  9/11/2015 Tennessee, 6/2016 California

Nomination Procedure and Forms
The Official Bitch Nomination Form, along with the fee of $50 is mailed to the Futurity Chairman. The Bitch 
Nomination Form may be downloaded from our website. 

The Official Litter Nomination Form, along with the fee of $25 and a three generation pedigree is mailed to 
the Futurity  Chairman.  The litter nomination form may be downloaded from our website.

The Official Puppy Nomination Form and the fee of $10 for each puppy nominated must be returned to Futu-
rity Chairperson no later than one month prior to the date of the ATCA National Specialty. The puppy nomi-
nation form may also be downloaded from our website (remember photos of puppy, sire and dam).   
Mail or email.

Futurity Entries
To enter the Futurity, puppies must be entered in a Regular Conformation Class and the appropriate Futurity 
Class as an ‘additional’ class at the ATCA National they were nominated and are eligible for.

The Futurity Chairperson collects the nomination forms and fees.  The Show Superintendent collects entry 
fees and additional class fees.

Eligibility
Puppies are only eligible to be shown in one Futurity.  They must be at least 6 months of age and no older than 
24 month. Champions of record are eligible, breeder/owner / non- professional exhibitor must show the dog.  
If a professional handler owns the dog but is not the breeder, they are ineligible to show the dog.  If the profes-
sional handler bred the dog, of course, they are eligible to show the dog.



1. Live In The Moment
Although dogs remember things like where the treats are kept, what 
street takes them home and who they’ve met before, they only access 
that information when they need it -- in the moment. Whether they’re 
eating a bowl of kibble or chasing a ball, dogs live for the present mo-
ment. The past is gone; you can’t do anything about it. The future is 
unknown. The only thing you can really enjoy and affect is the present 
moment.

2. Overcome Fear With Love
There are plenty of stories about frightful, aggressive dogs who 
transformed into kind, gentle dogs after they were placed in a loving 
environment. Dogs can overcome their fear and insecurities through 
love, and so can humans. Love truly does conquer all, and the first step 
for us is to love ourselves. If you can replace fear and self-criticism with 
self-love, no matter what situation you’re in, life gets easier.

3. Don’t Hold Grudges
A grudge is a feeling of resentment toward someone. It originates in 
our mind. Humans are probably the only species that holds a grudge. 
A dog will never be angry with you because you didn’t give him a treat 
after dinner last night. Holding a grudge weighs you down emotionally 
and keeps you from moving forward in life. Let grudges go and you will 
create your own personal freedom.

4. Play Every Day
Dogs love to play, which usually involves lots of movement, whether 
it’s running, chasing or jumping. This is a good reminder for us to play 
and move our bodies every day as 
well. Playing opens up your mind 
and spirit to all kinds of new ideas 
and creativity. It’s a needed break 
from the constant 24/7 work envi-
ronment. And if you can exercise 
while you play, even better. Dogs 
actually give you a reason to get 
out and go walking, hiking, run-
ning, biking or even Rollerblading. 
(Although, I wouldn’t recommend 
Rollerblading if you have dogs that pull like I do. Very fun for them. 
Very scary for you!)

5. Jump For Joy When You’re Happy
Have you ever seen a dog circling around or jumping up and down at 
the thought of getting a treat or chasing a ball? Wouldn’t it be fun if we 
could all jump around when we’re excited about something? We live 
life so fast that we often forget to get excited and celebrate the good 
times because we’re already on to the next thing. We live in a miracu-
lous world where the sun comes up every day, flowers bloom and 
seasons change. There is much to jump for joy about.

6. Accept Yourself
Can you imagine a terrier wishing she were a boxer or a poodle envi-
ous of a collie’s mane or a pug wanting the nose of a greyhound? We 
humans spend a lot of time trying to make ourselves look like someone 
else’s version of perfection instead of loving our unique features, our 
unique life, and yes, our unique problems. How boring it would be if all 
dogs (or all humans) looked and behaved alike! Love everything about 
yourself -- the good, the bad and the ugly!

7. Enjoy The Journey
When dogs go for a car ride, they stick their head out the window, 
smell the air and feel the wind against their fur. They don’t care where 
they’re going. They’re just enjoying the journey. Although goals are 
great to set, we often forget that it’s the journey that matters most. 
When we get too attached to the outcome, we set ourselves up for frus-
tration, depression or even anger if our exact expectations are not met. 
Next time you set a goal, be open to other possibilities and enjoy every 
moment of excitement, creativity, fun and lessons in the journey.

8. Drink Lots Of Water
Dogs instinctively know when their bodies need water. They usually 
stop eating when they’re full, and won’t eat anything that seems poi-
sonous to them, except of course, for one of my huskies who once ate 
an entire platter of chocolate rum balls. Anyway... back to water. It’s a 
good reminder for us to stay hydrated and drink when we’re thirsty. In 
fact, drinking water when you feel hungry is good for weight manage-
ment because often you just need some water. Another good practice 
is to drink a glass of water as soon as you wake up in the morning.

9. Be Loyal And Dependable
Dogs are pack animals. They stick with their pack. They play with their 
pack. They defend their pack. This is a great reminder for all of us to be 
conscientious members of our human pack. The Golden Rule of treat-
ing others how you would like to be treated applies here. Being a loyal 
and dependable friend, lover, sibling, partner or parent will enrich your 
life in many ways.

10. Love Unconditionally
No matter what, dogs love you unconditionally. They wag their tails 
when they see you, no matter what mood you’re in. They still want to 
give you big wet kisses, even if you’ve just yelled at them. And they 
instantly forgive you no matter how you behave. Loving others uncon-
ditionally is a difficult task, but it’s the one that would surely make the 
world a better place if we all just tried.

So, we can learn a lot from our dogs. Their companionship, loyalty and 
unconditional love is unmatched by any human standards.

10 Things We Can Learn From Our Dogs
compliments of Debbie Gisonni
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WE ASKED, They Answered,
The Judges Comment....
As Breeders & Exhibitors spending precious dollars per year for that 
coveted ribbon to show that our hard work paid off, we often wonder 
what the judges think? So, we decided to ask!

Question:
When the Aussie walks into the show ring for the first time, what 
is the first thing that comes to mind when you see the dog.  
What stands out for you at first glance?  
 
What, as they say ‘Trips Your trigger’?

My thought processes are as follows:
1)      Does this entry possess breed type?
2)      Is its temperament that of a feisty terrier?
3)      First glance would be many things all together.  I definitely look  
          for an entry that is more than present; it must have presence.
4)      Finally what “Trips my Trigger” is the whole package.  My under-   
          graduate major in college was art.  I look for balance and a  
         pleasing typy picture.
- Richard V. Miller

General appearance and proportions.  Attitude when entering the 
ring should be typical terrier, and that’s what I look for in all of them. 
Bright- eyed, in your face, here I am! Aussies are softer than some of 
the terriers, but should still have presence.
- Patricia Taylor

What “trips my trigger” is the “ambition” I see in a dog. As that Aussie 
walks in, I want to see it portray to me “here I am and don’t bother 
with anything else around me.” That being said, beyond that, the 
correct outline and dimension from head to tail must be there and a 
strong, firm topline.
- Zane Smith

I first look at balance and then gait and then exam with head and front 
coming first and then topline, size of bone, coat, rear, croup and I care 
most what I find after that with the gait.  It proves what my hands have 
already told me.  But a dog, on the day, must be in excellent muscular 
condition and coat condition also.   
- Keke Kahn

Just two words:  Expression & Attitude..  
Thanks for asking me, 
- Dave Krogh

Like anyone else, the first thing I notice is size and proportion.  Many 
Aussies are too big (and often have too much bone).  Attitudes and 
color, which are also readily apparent, are generally good.
- Kathy Grosso

What catches my eye and heart instantly is the arrogance and pride 
Australian Terriers radiate as they briskly trot around the ring.  Then, 
you blink your eyes, and those same self-important acting dogs are 
suddenly being silly, joyous and funny.  Same dog – all done up in 
a weather tight jacket, with tail indicating all in their sphere should 
immediately prove his/her obeisance.   Their eyes never stop watching 
the entire area, ring and outside the ring.  Sometimes, if the judge is 
acceptable, they’ll deign to give them a friendly look, wag or lick.  By 
this time, I’m usually grinning from ear to ear and saying to myself and 
dog – ‘You’ve got the right of it, my man/girl!’ 
- Ann Hearn

The distinctive Aussie silhouette!
-Lorraine Bisso

SIZE, and is it a SHOW DOG! 
 - Al Krause

Type that is dictated by structure.
 - Fred Stephens

Balance for that particular breed and type. 
 - Marjorie Underwood

Since the first glance is usually the view of the dog from the side, my 
trigger tripper would be the distinctive Aussie outline: an upstand-
ing, alert, lively looking terrier, long enough overall but not too long, 
standing well over his (or her) front and with a firm-looking topline 
and strong-appearing rear. Following that view is the head-on look, 
with keen Aussie expression, nicely erect (and hopefully not overly 
large) ears, good length of head and strong foreface. Thirdly comes 
the view as the dog takes his first trip around the ring, at which point 
the trigger tripper would be how he keeps his shape on the move and 
how efficiently he covers ground. Well, that is more than just the first 
thing! But all are important to me. 
- Linda More

When a dog first comes into my ring I tell the exhibitor to let him stand 
on his own. I look at overall balance to see if all of the parts seem to fit 
the dog and if he fits my idea of the breed standard. Most of the time 
I find my class winners this way, of course upon closer observation 
sometimes other factors can change my choices.
 - John Boozer

I doubt that my answer will be unique because it applies to all breeds 
of dogs that I judge.  I look at the dog’s outline, balance, and side gait 
to see if it is typical for its breed.  In the case of the Aussie, I am looking 
for a rectangular dog with a level topline that moves freely with good 
reach and extension.  I prefer to take even a single entry around the 
ring before examining the dog on the table.  Not only does it allow me 
to see the points already mentioned, but it gives the dog a chance to 
settle down.
 - Lydia Coleman Hutchinson
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Your Dog’s Teeth: Toothaches and 
Other Problems

“In my experience the No. 1 sign of periodontal disease is no signs 
at all,” says Brett Beckman, DVM, FAVD, DAVDC, DAAPM, a veterinary 
dentist who practices in Florida and Georgia.

“The number of patients I see a year that come in because there is 
pain is less than 5%,” says Beckman, while more than 80% of dogs have 
periodontal disease by the time they’re 3 years old. “I really want to get 
that point across,” says Beckman, “there are almost always no signs at 
all” of dental pain.

3. Know the Signs of Advanced Dental Problems in Dogs

However, once an oral health problem is advanced, you may see cer-
tain symptoms, including:

•	     Red or bleeding gums
•	     Blood on a chew toy
•	     Vocalizing when they yawn or eat
•	     Loose teeth
•	     Bad breath
•	     Lumps or bumps in the mouth
•	     Ropey or bloody saliva
•	     Head shyness (your pet not wanting you to touch their head)
•	     Difficulty picking up food
•	     Chewing on one side of their mouth
•	     Nasal discharge and sneezing (advanced gum disease in the  

    upper canine teeth can lead to bone loss between the nasal  
    and oral cavity)

Also, keep an eye out for discolored teeth, broken teeth, loose teeth, 
or rotated teeth. All are signs of teeth gone bad. Too often, pet owners 
blame these symptoms on aging, Beckman says.

There’s a lot that can happen in your dog’s mouth -- and almost all of it 
can easily go undetected. So what can you do?

4. Take Care of Your Dog’s Oral Health

Taking care of your dog’s oral health is similar to taking care of your 
own. To maintain a healthy mouth, many vets recommend:

•	 Annual oral examinations, dental X-rays, and cleanings done 
under general anesthesia. A full oral exam and X-rays are the only 
way your vet can look below the gum line, where gum disease 
hides. General anesthesia is necessary so that your vet can check 
for pockets around your dog’s teeth, remove calculus and tartar 
above and below the gum line, and take out dead tissue. Exams 
and cleanings done without X-rays and anesthesia are of very 
little use.   

•	 Daily tooth brushing. Cleaning your dog’s teeth every day is a 
great way to prevent or slow the progression of oral diseases. All 
you need is some pet toothpaste (which comes in lots of pooch-
pleasing flavors, like seafood, vanilla-mint, malt, peanut, poultry, 
and beef ), and a pet toothbrush (brushes made for humans are 
too big for most dog’s mouths), along with a bit of patience and 
guidance, and you can go far toward keeping your pet’s mouth 
healthy and pain-free.

If your dog had a toothache, would you know? If their gums were 
receding and painful, could you tell? Probably not.

To find out why, WebMD talked with veterinary dentists. They shared 
their thoughts on recognizing the early signs of oral problems in dogs 
and offered tips on what you can do today to help keep your four-
legged friend’s teeth in great shape.

1. Understand Your Dog’s Mouth

Just like people, dogs can break or fracture their teeth. And just like us, 
they can also get gum disease. Dogs are five times more likely to get 
gum disease than humans for a couple of reasons. First, dogs have a 
more alkaline mouth, which promotes plaque formation. Second, un-
like humans, dogs usually don’t have their teeth brushed daily.

“Plaque is made up of saliva, food debris, sloughed cells from the 
lining of the mouth, oral bacteria, and their by-products,” says Colleen 
O’Morrow, DVM, a fellow of the Academy of Veterinary Dentistry and 
a veterinary dentist practicing in Manitoba, Canada. “As the plaque 
thickens from not being brushed away on a regular daily basis, the 
bacteria multiply.”

Once the bacteria multiply, the problems do, too. As the bacteria 
increase, your dog’s mouth mobilizes cells to fight the invasion. Those 
mobilized cells and the bacteria combine to cause inflammation and 
tissue destruction in your dog’s mouth. As the inflammation and tissue 
destruction progress, they destroy bone, which ultimately leads to 
tooth loss -- and a lot of pain for your pooch.

2. Be Aware: Dogs Rarely Show Signs of Dental Pain

Even with a cracked tooth or periodontal disease that damages gums 
around the teeth, your dog would probably eat normally, wiggle hap-
pily at your return home, and overall act like the same dog you know 
and love.

Your pet may be in chronic pain, but you wouldn’t know it. Why? Dogs 
have evolved to hide such chronic pain. Their animal instinct is not to 
show signs of weakness.

By Wendy C. Fries
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•	 Daily chew time. Another way to keep your dog’s mouth in top 
form is to give them safe toys to chew every day. Go for hard, rub-
bery toys, or thinner rawhide bones that easily bend. (Rawhide 
can cause gastrointestinal problems if the dog swallows a large 
piece.) Vets also recommend staying away from all hard treats 
and toys like nylon bones, rawhide that doesn’t bend, cow or pig 
hooves, and animal bones of any kind, raw or cooked. And steer 
clear of fuzzy tennis balls, whose abrasive surface can wear a 
dog’s teeth down as they chew.

•	 Good-quality dog food. You may want to talk to your vet to see 
if a “dental diet” is right for your dog’s needs. This may mean feed-
ing your pooch foods with additives that help keep plaque from 
hardening, or dried foods that help scrub your dog’s teeth as he 
chews. 

5. Regularly Examine Your Dog’s Teeth

You can’t be expected to diagnose gum disease or other serious oral 
issues in your dog’s mouth, but there are things to look for between 
annual cleanings by the vet.

•	 Look for broken or discolored teeth.
•	 Check your dog’s mouth for odor, especially odor that returns 

within one or two months after a cleaning.
•	 Look for bleeding in the water bowl, or when your dog is playing 

with a chew toy.
•	 Check for lumps or bumps in or around your dog’s mouth, espe-

cially any swelling present on one side but not the other.
•	 Be alert for increased resistance to toothbrushing.
•	 Notice if your pet is turning away from food.
•	 Listen for chattering jaws when your dog eats.

If you see any of these issues while caring for your dog’s teeth, talk 
to your veterinarian right away; your pooch may be in pain and need 
urgent oral care.

Brushing Your Dogs Teeth

Test your dog’s willingness to have you touch her mouth by rubbing your 
finger along her upper gums and teeth. This will help her get used to the 
feel of something against her teeth. Use light pressure. You may need to 

get her comfortable with this over a few sessions before moving on.

When your pup is used to you opening and touching her mouth, start 
using the toothpaste and toothbrush together. Lift her upper lip. As you 
approach her teeth with the brush, angle the bristles so they reach the 

gum line. Placing them at a 45-degree angle against her teeth will help 
the bristles massage the gum line and clear away plaque.

Brush in small circles, getting top and bottom on each side. As you move 
the bristles along the gum line, some light bleeding may occur. Slight 

bleeding every so often is OK. But ongoing or heavy bleeding may mean 
you’re brushing too aggressively or it may be a sign of gum disease. 

Speak with your vet for advice.

Brush a few teeth at a time, working up to more each day. Aim for two 
minutes total. If your dog resists at first, try starting on the outsides of the 

canine and back teeth, where plaque tends to collect. If you can get the 
insides, great. But if you can’t get to them as well, don’t stress too much. 

Her coarse tongue helps keep that area cleaner.



AKC Gazette Column 
- by Grace Cartwright
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The Australian Terrier as a Therapy Dog

Australian Terriers make terrific therapy dogs … their size, intelligence 
and good looks appeal to both seniors and children. Their ‘attitude’ 
never allows it to become boring. Your patience, flexibility and time 
commitment are key to shaping your Aussie into a therapy dog.  Your 
dog must have good manners and be stable in a variety of situations 
very different from the show ring or home.  Your time commitments, in 
addition to visits, include training, lots of grooming, and maintenance 
of volunteer memberships (ex. for hospital).  Fiona, Wismiss August 

Moon Rose, BN RA THDX 
CGC, is the first Austra-
lian Terrier to earn her 
Therapy Dog Excellent 
(THDX) title.  Fiona, born 
August 23, 2008, was 
bred by Carol Sazama, 
Kerrie Bryan, Ida Ellen 
Weinstock and Alice 
Ann Wight. She is loved, 
trained and owned by 

Eileen Wittfelt in Longmont, CO. Eileen is our guest columnist and this 
is their story… 

As soon as Fiona joined our family, at 5 months old, I knew she would 
make a great little therapy dog. She’s quiet, looks to me for guidance, 
responds well to praise and is very steady in unusual situations.  Fiona, 
however, also keeps life interesting and fun with lots of ‘terrier mo-
ments’. 

A basic obedience 
class, sponsored 
by the recreation 
department, started 
her training and we 
continued it in Rally. 
Rally has proven to 
be an excellent way 
to practice the good 
manners/obedience 
needed on a therapy 
dog visit. We both 
enjoy Rally and are 
never bored, as the 
course is different at 
each class. 

At 14 months, Fiona 
passed the tests and 
requirements to qualify 
for a national therapy 
dog organization, 
which provides insur-
ance, guidance and 
support to members.  
Her first therapy 
visits were to a senior 
residence.  At two years 
of age, she passed the 
requirements to begin 
participation in the 
therapy dog program 
of our local hospital. She also now participates in a library program. 
I consider therapy dog volunteer work my ministry so at 5 years old 
Fiona had logged enough hours to qualify for AKC’s THDX title.

In addition to continuation of the senior residence visits, where a 
therapy dog is often the only visitor a senior will have, we visit the 
hospital once a week and on holidays.  Fiona’s costumes, substituted 
for her normal hospital vest on holidays, are a big hit.  A very special 
tradition, because Christmas is an especially difficult time to be in the 
hospital, is to visit during Christmas Eve and morning.  We visit with 
nearly all the patients and most staff and still have plenty of time for 
church, family and friends. In the hospital just walking down a hallway 
brings smiles and each patient visit is a ‘positive’ experience.  We’ve 
been rewarded more than a few times by a patient’s family member, 
tears in their eyes, offering hugs and kind thanks.

The children’s library reading program is Fiona’s favorite thing to do. 
We serve as one of the therapy dog teams scheduled each month. The 
children have 15-minute “reading appointments” with Fiona as she 
lays on her quilt in a quiet room for 1.5 hrs. Having a child read to a 
therapy dog is a very positive experience; the dog listens and offers no 
criticism, just a wagging tail.

The emphasis should always be on the dog not on the human half of 
the team.  My job is as Fiona’s guardian while on visits.  Rewards … are 
those you will hold in your heart. 

Please consider submitting an idea or fully written article for a future 
Gazette Issue to Grace Cartwright firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
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Treating Brucellosis
There currently is no reliable treatment for brucellosis. In some cases 
long term antibiotic therapy has been successful in treating it but in 
other cases the disease persists regardless. The antibiotic therapy used 
consists of a combination of multiple antibiotics including doxycy-
cline, minocycline, and streptomycin. In most cases the antibiotics 
will reduce the bacteria load in the blood stream but will not fully 
destroy all the bacteria present. Having your dog spayed or neutered 
is an option to control sexual transmission of the disease but is not a 
cure and your dog can still spread the disease by other means. In most 
cases euthanasia is the only permanent way to stop the disease from 
spreading.

Care for dogs with Brucellosis
If your dog has been diagnosed with brucellosis the first thing to do is 
quarantine them. This will help stop the spread of the disease. If you 
have other dogs in your house or kennel they should also be tested 
for brucellosis. The area where the infected dog was staying should 
be thoroughly cleaned with a disinfectant. Because brucellosis can be 
transferred from dogs to humans it is important to use caution when 
handling infected animals. Face masks, latex gloves, and eye protec-
tion should be worn when dealing directly with body fluids from in-
fected dogs. If treatment is being pursued correct dosages and timing 
of antibiotics are important and your veterinarian’s instructions should 
be followed precisely.

Ongoing Research - Preventing Inaccurate Diagnosis of Brucellosis
Brucellosis testing is often made difficult due to the fact that the most 
commonly-used Brucellosis test, the Rapid Slide Agglutination Test 
(RSAT) also gives false positive results when the dog has recently expe-
rienced a bacterial infection due to Bordetella bronchiseptica, which 
is one of the common causes of kennel cough. Vaccinating the dog by 
injection of Bordetella (kennel cough) vaccine is likely to cause false 
positive results on the RSAT. This study will evaluate whether false posi-
tive RSAT results are obtained after vaccinating the dog via nasal spray 
with a commercially-available Bordetella (kennel cough) vaccine.
 - See more at: www.akcchf.org/research/funded-research/1699.html

Reprinted with Permission 2014
www.akc.org

Brucellosis: An Overview
Brucellosis is a bacterial infection which affects the reproductive 
organs of both male and female dogs. The disease is spread by body 
fluids, with the main route of transmission being by sexual means. In 
addition to sexual means the disease can be transmitted by ingest-
ing contaminated fluids such as vaginal discharge or urine. Airborne 
transmission is very rare but has been reported. The disease spreads 
quickly among dogs that are kept in closely confined areas especially 
during breeding times and when abortions occur.

Causes of Brucellosis
The causative agent for brucellosis is the bacteria Brucella canis. It is a 
gram-negative, rod shaped bacteria that resides inside the host’s cells. 
It is because of this intracellular characteristic that brucellosis is dif-
ficult to treat. Brucella canis is also a concern because it is a zoonotic 
disease, meaning it can be transmitted to humans.

Prevention of Brucellosis
There is no vaccine to prevent brucellosis, but there are steps you can 
take to help prevent your dog from contracting the disease. Always 

keep your dog away from 
known carriers of the 
disease. Before breeding 
a brucellosis test should 
be performed on both 
the dog and the bitch; by 
doing so you will know if 
your dog is infected and 
will stop them from being 
infected by others. Rou-
tine disinfecting of areas 
is also advised. 

Symptoms of Brucellosis
The classic sign of 
brucellosis is abortion 
during the third trimes-
ter of pregnancy. Other 
signs include stillbirths, 
conception failures and 
litter reabsorption. Signs 

that can be seen in the male are inflammation of the epididymis, the 
prostate gland, and of the sheath covering the testis. In both the male 
and female inflammation of the lymph nodes may be seen. Many dogs 
will not show signs of this disease at all.

Diagnosing Brucellosis
Brucellosis can be diagnosed by isolating and identifying the Brucella 
canis organism or by a blood test. The most common way of diagnos-
ing brucellosis is by the Rapid Slide Agglutination Test (RSAT). This 
test is very sensitive but is not very specific. This means that it detects 
very small amounts of bacteria but does not differentiate between 
closely related bacteria types. False positive results for brucellosis are 
frequently produced when using this test. If your dog tests negative 
for brucellosis when using the RSAT you can be confident that your 
dog does not have brucellosis. If your dog tests positive further testing 
should be done to verify that your dog does actually have brucellosis.

Vet News
You Can Use...

The rose bengal test showing negative (left) and positive (right) reactions
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Improvement also in length of back to height.  Early on some were 
too short in body giving a square appearance.  One of the beautiful 
aspects of your breed is that good proportion allowing for proper 
movement.   A continuing problem (and in most all breeds) is lack of 
shoulder layback resulting in upright shoulders and mincing move-
ment.  Good feet are essential and these have improved.    There is 
proper tail set and carriage, rarely do I see too much croup resulting in 
poor tail set.  I feel that size is under control with very few too big,

 Coats have improved with good transition from ruff to apron and I 
love to find a nice silky topknot, a Hallmark of the breed.   But watch 
the over trimming.....some tidy of the coat is good, it presents the 
proper outline but no straight underlines, there should be some natu-
ralness to the look.   To me color is immaterial, as long as they are clear 
and rich, I have no prejudice.  The coat must be harsh and straight, I 
have found some too soft and wavy.  I also check for undercoat and 
coat length on the body and ears.

I like to see the dogs stand on their own with alert and interested 
expression.  On the table, a moving, silly puppy is just fine.  These dogs 
aren’t statues, I can find what I am looking for.  Also when moving 
them, I like a looser lead.  This allows the dog to move at his natural 
gait, not all strung up.   I also find your owner-handlers to be very 
good, competing equally with the pros.

All in all, the Australian Terrier is in good shape.  Competitive in the 
Group and Best.  All of you are doing a great job...keep it up, and Love 
your dogs.  Because I do!

I hope to see you in my ring.  And remember, Smile, this is fun!

Judge Sharol Candace Way has been approved to judge our 
breed since September 2003. 

My name is Sharol Candace Way, but everyone calls me Candy.  I am a 
long time breeder of Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers.  Roger and I have 
had BIS, National Specialty and multiple Group and Specialty  winners. 

I started judging with one breed and currently do Terriers, Working, 
Hound and Sporting groups.  I just love to judge and have done so all 
around the world.  There is nothing more thrilling then looking at an 
entry of wonderful quality dogs....the tears just come to my eyes.  And 
that is especially true when I have a beautiful entry of Aussies.

Correct body/height proportion, heads up, alert expressions, tails up 
and that beautiful ruff and apron.  Moving with purpose around the 
ring and standing on their own...proud and dignified.  All across the 
U.S. The quality is consistent.  This is a tribute to all of you Breeders.  I 
have had the chance to judge some lovely Aussies and gave one a 
Best last year.

From the time I began with Aussies in 2003, I have seen great improve-
ment in type and consistency.   Good muzzle length in proportion to 
back skull and back skull width.  Early on, some muzzles were snipey 
and short with little breadth or depth.  Ears have improved with good 
set on and carriage.  Nice dark eyes and pigment.  I always check for 
the inverted “V” on the top of the muzzle, a Hallmark of the breed. 

 
The Judge’s Corner

Our guest judge this issue is Sharol Candace Way from Cochranville, PA 
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Jennie Worthing : She was my friend and mentor. 

A lot of people knew Jennie Worthing from dog shows, but I met and 
knew her in a more personal way, sort of like a mom.  By the way, 
when CB radios were popular, her handle was 
“Rent-A-Mom.” She enjoyed her children’s 
friends and would call them her “rent-a-kids.”

I met Jennie in 1997 while trying to find an 
Australian Terrier breeder, as I had lost my two 
Aussies, which were pets.  My first dogs didn’t 
come from a breeder, but from my vet (which 
is another story), so I started searching for 
Aussies. I phoned a local Cairn breeder, not 
knowing she was good friends with Jennie’s 
daughter and a rent-a-kid. She told me she 
knew a breeder and her name was Jennie 
Worthing. She had no pups when I contacted 
her, but she invited me to come to a dog 
show in our area. I went to the show and our 
friendship started.  I was in awe over what I 
learned that day at the dog show and was 
so excited to have met her and many other 
people.  She was the president and found-
ing member of the Australian Terrier Club of 
Greater Chicago Area. I hadn’t even known 
there were such clubs for the Aussie! 

After meeting Jennie and some other mem-
bers of the ATCGCA, the search was on to find 
a pup. When I did find one from someone 
who was not with the Chicago group, Jennie 
came to my home to meet my pup. She then 
encouraged me to join the ATCGCA and to 
also think about showing him. I took him to a 
puppy match sponsored by the Chicago club, 
which he won!  With that, I was hooked on 
showing him. 

My friendship with Jennie grew and together, we attended many 
shows. She mentored me on showing , grooming, and always encour-
aged me to keep showing my dog, never saying an unkind word to 
me about him.  When we got our first major, Jennie was thrilled for 

me.  She wanted to celebrate his win, so on our 
way back to our hotel, we stopped and got a 
six-pack and a bottle of bourbon and a pizza. 
We celebrated! 

I remember driving to the national in Greeley, 
CO with her and 4 dogs in 1999. We  stopped 
on the way to see a few sights, and enjoyed ice 
cream and great conversation at a Dairy Queen 
along I-80 in Nebraska. On our way home, we 
stopped at the same DQ; we laughed about 
that for many years. This year, when I drove out 
to Longmont, she told me to stop at that DQ 
and have some ice cream in remembrance of 
our time there together. I looked for it, but sadly 
had to call her and tell her it was not there any 
more. 

Jennie always looked forward to the ATCGCA 
specialty held in Grayslake, IL every year in June. 
She enjoyed seeing the people and their dogs 
come from other states. Visiting with everyone 
who attended meant the world to her.  

Jennie would do anything for an Aussie and 
was always willing to assist with rescues, driving 
to O’Hare to pick them up, helping me groom 
them and find them homes.

I enjoyed all the shows, dinners, and travels 
I had with Jennie.  There are so many good 
memories.  I love you, Jennie—thank you. 

In Memory of Jennie Worthing 
May 21, 1916—October 30, 2014

by Carole Larsen
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The American Kennel Club provides three types of events in which
owners may compete with their dogs : conformation, companion 
events, and performance events. 

Performance events are those where dogs are evaluated as to how 
well they perform the function for which they were originally devel-
oped. For example, how well does a Labrador Retriever retrieve or how 
well does a Border Collie herd. As such, performance events are often 
referred to as being “breed specific.” The AKC offers 15 different perfor-
mance events in which 125 breeds may test their functional skills.

The results of performance events provide valuable feedback to the
serious breeder. How well does a dog perform the function for which 
its breed was created-what could be more basic than that?

There are two major types of characteristics that make a breed unique
from others. These characteristics are proper conformation and breed
type, and the ability to perform its function. If a dog has lost breed 
type or lost the ability to perform its function, it is not a good candi-
date for breeding since it fails to demonstrate the characteristics that 
make the breed what it was meant to be. Maintaining and enhancing 
these characteristics is vital to preserving the essential character of the 
breed.

Form Follows Function, But ...
Many breed standards were developed to ensure the breed is built
properly to do its job. Maintaining proper conformation and health
standards are important components needed to accomplish a greater
purpose: the ability of a working breed to perform its function. We 
often hear that form follows function; how ever, the reverse is not nec-
essarily true, function does not necessarily follow form. Why? Because 
there are performance characteristics (in addition to structural charac-
teristics) that a dog must possess before it is able to properly carry out 
the function for which it was developed. 

Instincts
Working breeds must possess the basic inherent ability to perform 
their function. Pointing dogs point, herd ing dogs herd, 
scent hounds smell tracks. An owner can enhance these 
abilities through exposure to situations that let these traits 
come to life, but the dog, in the most basic sense, does 
these things instinctively.

Desire
A good working dog must also possess the desire to do 
its job. Desire is also an inherited trait. It can be fueled by 
making a dog’s training experiences enjoyable. But if a dog 
lacks the desire to do its job, it is almost impossible to in 
still it through training.

Intelligence
Intelligence makes training much easier. It is a fortunate 
owner who enjoys the rewards of training a dog “gets it.” 
Intelligence is an important characteristic for any dog that 
will be trained extensively, as is required for most perfor-
mance events.

Temperament
A dog’s temperament will influence many desirable traits. For working
dogs, one of the most critical is the delicate balancing act between 
cooperation and independence. Each type of performance event
requires its own unique blend of cooperation (dog listening to its 
handler) and independence (dog deciding how best to handle a 
situation). Training can shift this balance to a degree, but fundamen-
tally, a dog will have a difficult time performing its job proper ly if it is 
uncooperative or overly  dependent on its handler. Temperament is 
an important inherited characteristic and should be a major consider-
ation for any serious breeder.

There are other characteristics, such as the ability to handle intensive
training and the willingness to work with other dogs (particularly
significant in pack sports), which are important to the success of a
working dog. While perhaps not as obvious as some of the other
performance characteristics, the lack of these traits will diminish a 
dog’s ability to perform.

Maintenance and enhancement of these inherited traits are the
responsibility of the breeder. No small task. These characteristics 
cannot be seen in a conformation ring. They must be evaluated in the 
field.

AKC Performance Events
AKC Performance Events provide a means to evaluate a dog’s ability in 
the field. Performance events include both tests and trials. In tests, a 
dog’s performance is judged against an established standard. It is a
pass/fail event. In trials, a dog’s performance is judged against that 
of the other competitors. Dogs are placed first through fourth. Most 
people new to performance events enjoy entering a test as the first 
step. Tests are divided into skill levels in order to accommodate differ-
ent degrees of training and experience. A good way to get started is
to watch a test in order to become comfortable with the setting and
requirements.

Breed Vital Working Characteristics Into the
“Mind, Heart, and Spirit” of Your Dogs 
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Evaluating Performance Characteristics Takes Time
As one progresses through the testing program, test levels become
increasingly difficult. It takes time for a dog to gain the experience and
training necessary to pass. As the skills required become more difficult,
some dogs will reach their potential. It varies among sports, but it is 
not unusual for it to take three to five years to obtain a true picture of 
a dog’s performance characteristics. This provides important feedback 
to the serious breeder. It also does not lend itself to a fast cycle in one’s
breeding program.

Dogs and their owners who are committed to reaching the highest 
levels of accomplishment should be held in the highest regard. These 
animals can potentially play a valuable role in the enhancement of the 
breed. 

Build Upon What Others Have Done
Once a conscientious breeder decides that paying attention to perfor-
mance characteristics is important, the question becomes “How do
I start?” 

A logical first step is to test your dog. However, to build a line with 
proper conformation and performance characteristics is a long-term 
project. No matter which breed you have, there will have been others 
before you who have stressed the importance of performance charac-
teristics in their breeding program. It makes sense to jump-start your 
program by building upon the work others have already done. The 
other breeder will be flattered, and your program will be generations 
ahead.

Breed Stewardship
In addition to proper conformation a nd breed type, there are perfor-
mance characteristics a breed must possess in order for it to perform 
the function for which it was origin ally developed. Only by putting 
the dog to work can one determine the degree to which thes
e characteristics exist. Allow the dog to awaken its instincts and 
gain experience, and then make a truthful evaluation of its abilities. 
Performance characteristics reside in the most delicate of places —the 
mind, heart, and spirit of the dog. Serious breeders, those interested in 
maintaining and improving the essential character of the breed, will
give significant consideration to performance characteristics when co
ntemplating their breeding program. 

Breeders bear a significant responsibility: the stewardship of the 
breed. For working breeds, that means maintaining the breed’s ability 
to perform its function.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Original Publication date 2009 - akc.org 
www.akc.org

Dogs like to lick our faces, a behavior that is disturbing for many dog 
owners and particularly non dog owners. Yet, this behavior is a dem-
onstration of friendliness, an attempt at pacifying us and themselves, a 
hand (though not literally) reaching for peace. It’s a compliment a dog 
gives you, “I like you, you can be my friend.”

The behavior originates probably in the neonatal and juvenile periods. 
Pups lick everything as a way of gathering information about their 
world. Licking our faces may give our dogs much more information 
about who we are and how we feel than we probably can imagine.

Pups also like to lick one another, a behavior which seems to make 
both donor and recipient relax because it is a pleasant and unde-
manding activity. Grooming and self-grooming also include licking 
and are again undemanding and bonding practices.

Canine mothers lick their pups, a way not only to keep them clean, but 
also to stimulate physiological processes as urinating, defecating and 
maybe even digestion.

When the pups become a bit older and begin eating solid food, it 
is common for them to lick the lips of the adults, a behavior which 
should elicit their regurgitation of recently intaken food, a good 
source of nutrition for the youngsters. Even though not as common as 
when our dogs were closer to their wild ancestors, this regurgitation 
behavior is still widespread among our canis lupus familiaris if we give 
them the opportunity to live a relatively normal dog life.

Pacifying behavior is, in general, behavior that originally performs 
essential functions related to survival and well-being, and that in latter 
stages assumes these same functions, though in different areas and 
with different outcomes: licking produced food regurgitation, licking 
produces friendly behavior.

Next time a dog licks your face, don’t be too alarmed or disgusted. Just 
close your eyes, yawn, and turn your head away. This shows in dog 
language that you accept its offer of friendship.

By the way, don’t be too afraid either of the bacteria you may be given 
when your dog licks you—they are not much worse than those we get 
from kissing one another—and we’re not going to stop kissing, are 
we? 

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
http://ethology.eu

Why Dogs Like to Lick 
Our Faces
— by Roger Abrantes

                                                                                                                                        25

Phots by Krista D
roop &

 G
retchen Fairw

eather©

http://www.akc.org
http://ethology.eu


Have you ever noticed that sometimes the top of an Aussie’s tail 
has different-colored hair? On a red Aussie, the color on the tail may 
change to white and/or black hairs, and on the blue-tan, you will see 
mainly white. This hair may be shorter and coarser than the rest of the 

tail hair. Sometimes it’s not even 
a different color, but instead, 
the texture of the fur will be 
different.

This hair change may be the 
sign of the supracaudal gland.

Above the ninth caudal vertebra 
is a gland called the violet gland 
or the supracaudal gland; some 
call it the precaudal gland. It is 
located on the upper surface of 
the tail and consists of modified 
sweat glands and sebaceous 
glands. This gland is active in 

wolves, as well as foxes and the European badger. It is also active in 
some dogs, for example, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, and there is specula-
tion that some lines of German Shepherds have active supracaudal 
glands.  Most domestic dogs however, even 
those that carry the mark itself on the tail, 
do not have functioning/working precaudal 
glands. It is also important to note that the 
gland is NOT an indication of wolf heritage, 
as is thought by many.

So what exactly does this gland do?  In 
wolves, the gland can be used to release a 
pheromone onto another wolf, marking that 
wolf as a member of a particular pack. In 
foxes, the gland is used during mating sea-
son.  Foxes have a darker patch of hair near 
the base of the tail, over the supracaudal 
scent gland.  This area lacks underfur, having 
only guard hairs with thick white ends and 
black tips. This gland also contributes to the 
strong odor that foxes have. In wolves, it can have a bluish tinge with 
a few longer, stiffer hairs that poke out of it. The spot can be a few dif-
ferent shapes. 

Some dogs have vestigial precaudal glands; the state of development 
depends on the specific breed. Like wolves, dogs will smell other dogs 
to discern identifying scents that emanate from both the anal and 
precaudal glands. In dogs that do have an active gland, it may become 
overactive or infected. The condition is called Supracaudal Gland 
Infection or Supracaudal Gland Hyperplasia.  

Treatment consists mostly of cleaning 
with degreasing shampoos and pos-
sibly short term steroids and antibiotic 
therapy. Every once in a while, surgical 
reduction or removal of the gland is 
needed. 

The supracaudal 
gland is thought to 
be nonfunctional in 
Australian Terriers, 
but some of the 
older lines may still 
have functional 
ones.  More recent 
lines, although 
they may show the 
characteristic hair 
changes, do not 
have active glands, 
to this author’s 
knowledge

Breeders who dock tails believed that this was the “stress point” where 
the tail was docked. But history shows that the tail was docked right 
around the ninth 
vertebra where the 
gland is located, so 
on some Aussies, 
you can see the tip 
of the tail has the 
color change due to 
the gland’s pres-
ence.  Docking be-
yond the tail bump, 
where the tail nar-
rows, will leave the 
gland, whether ac-
tive or not, in place.  
Another interesting 
property is that although the supracaudal gland is also referred to by 
some as a “stud tail,” it is present in both sexes. It is not unique to just 
males and can occur in desexed dogs as well.

The change in characteristics of the hair around the gland will be 
evident on an adolescent puppy, but may be lost as the dog matures, 
especially in show prospects, due to frequent grooming of the tail.  
Many breeders, groomers, and handlers pull out the coarser hair to 

coax more natu-
ral hair to grow 
back in its place. 

Maybe now 
that we know 
that the coat 
change is the 
mark of a unique 
and interesting 
feature, we will 
work on leaving 
it in as much as 
possible.

The Supracaudal Gland

Wolf Precaudal Gland Mark

by Julie Seaton
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1. 

We decided to ask the judges if THEY had questions for the members. 
For the next couple issues, we will present a question to members 
from the judges. 

From Linda Moore:
When breeding Australian terriers, what virtues are the most 
difficult to retain in the breed, and which faults are the hardest to 
get rid of?

Difficult features to maintain in Aussies (in order of importance to me).
1. Good front assemblies - correct upper arm length and shoulder 

layback, prominent forechest, long keel length, proper spacing 
between shoulder blades.....all qualities contributing to efficient 
reach.

2. Small, correctly shaped ears.
3. Correct blue/tan color.

Faults hardest to get rid of (in order of importance to me).
1. Improper front structure
2. Large, weak ears.
3. Incorrect color on blue/tan Aussies.  Some of these coat color 

faults are enhanced by the dye bottle and chalk.   Smut - Tan hairs 
interspersed among the blue jackets.  Creep -  It results in the 
blue jacket having an unattractive saddle-like appearance.

 - Lodiah Australian Terriers 
   Steve Diuble

When I was asked 
which virtues are the 
most difficult to retain 
when breeding Austra-
lian Terriers, this made 
me stop and think very 
deeply as this is most 
definitely not a simple 
question.  After giving 
this a great deal of 
thought, I would sug-
gest the most difficult 
virtues to retain are threefold. The first is breed type – without that 
you have nothing! If you don’t have breed type, to be honest, what is 
the point? The second is the correct head as that is what immediately 
strikes you and it is what makes the dog instantly recognisable as 
an Australian Terrier. The third virtue is that an Aussie must have the 
correct expression for our breed as again that makes the dog the very 
breed it is. 

The faults that are the most difficult to get rid of, in my opinion, are 
poor fronts as they can take generations to get rid of. Likewise low 
tail-sets. 
 - Ralindi Australian Terriers 
    Brenda Brown

Difficult to retain virtues: 
1. Small eyes oval in shape with dark rims;

2. Size in conformance with the breed standard.  Judges seem to 
consistently select larger dogs, and,  as a result, the size of breed 
seems to be gradually increasing. 

3. In blue/tans, retaining the blue coat with rich dark red-tan mark-
ings.

Difficult to eliminate faults:   
Poor front assemblies and/or loaded in the shoulders.
-  Kreg Hill and Bill Christensen

While I have not bred a large number of litters, I have had to oppor-
tunity to observe the breeding programs of my mentors and other 
respected long-term breeders from around the country. I cannot say 
that we have set virtues or faults overall that we have to deal with. 
What I have noticed in the last 15+ years is that nothing is set in stone. 
At some National specialties I would see more of one fault or another 
(say for example: light or round eyes, smut in the coat, or cow-hocked 
rears), but within a few years those traits were no longer prevalent and 
others have taken their place. I believe there is a balancing system that 
goes on. As certain traits are bred away from, others arise and they, in 
turn, must be dealt with. I believe there are few Aussie breeders that 
are strictly line-breeding, as is seen in other breeds. Line-breeding 
allows faults to be “set” and therefore they become harder to get rid 
of. What Aussie breeders seem to be doing is looking for the stud that 
best complement their bitch, even if that means going across or even 
outside the country. This usually means that litters are not as consis-
tent. Some of the puppies, within each litter, will be much closer to the 
standard and others will be farther away. As long as breeders continue 
to consider and breed toward the standard and only choose their best 
to breed, the Australian Terrier will continue to come closer to our 
ideal.
 - Dr. Grace Cartwright, Ph.D.
   Firewalker Australian Terriers
 

THEY ASKED,
 We Answered,The Members Comment....
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What About Dogs? Given its history, it is odd that L-tryptophan was 
largely ignored by the dog world until a research paper published 
in 2000 suggested that feeding supplemental L-tryptophan might 
reduce dominance-related or territorial aggression in dogs (1).The re-
searchers also studied dogs with problem excitability and hyperactiv-
ity, but found no effect of L-tryptophan on either of these behaviors. 
However, the paper led to the belief that tryptophan supplementation 
was an effective calming aid in dogs (which it definitely did not show 
in the study) and as an aid in reducing problem aggression. Today, a 
range of L-tryptophan supplements are marketed for reducing anxiety 
and inducing calmness in dogs. Interestingly, none are pure L-trypto-
phan, but rather also include other agents that are purported to have 
a calming effect on dogs, such as chamomile flower, passion flower, 
valerian root, or ginger.

What Does the Science Say? Does eating turkey or taking an L-tryp-
tophan supplement reduce anxiety and induce calmness? And, can it 
be used as an effective nutrient supplement to reduce anxiety-related 
problem behaviors in dogs?

 The Turkey Myth: It is a myth that consuming turkey induces drowsi-
ness or reduces anxiety. The theory fails on several counts. First, turkey 
meat does not actually contain a uniquely high level of tryptophan. 
The amount of tryptophan it contains is similar to that found in other 
meats and is only half of the concentration found in some plant-
source proteins, such as soy. (Do you get sleepy after gorging on 
tofu?).

 
Second, researchers have shown that the 
amount of tryptophan that is consumed after 
a normal high-protein meal, even one that 
contains a lot of tryptophan, does not come 
close to being high enough to cause signifi-
cant changes in serotonin levels in the blood 
or in the synapses of neurons, where it matters 
the most. Third, to be converted into serotonin 
(and eventually into melatonin) tryptophan 
that is carried in the bloodstream following a 
meal must cross the blood-brain barrier and 
enter the brain. This barrier is quite selective 
and only accepts a certain number of amino 
acids of each type. Tryptophan is a very large 

molecule and competes with several other similar types of amino 
acids to make it across the barrier. Following a meal, especially if the 
meal is high in protein, tryptophan does increase in the blood and 
is pounding at the blood-barrier door for access. However, it is also 
competing with other amino acids that are also at high levels (turkey 
contains all of ‘em). As a result, very limited amounts of tryptophan 
make it into the brain for conversion following a meal that includes 
lots of other nutrients.

Why So Sleepy? The real explanation for the drowsiness and euphoria 
that we all feel following a great turkey dinner at Nana’s house is more 
likely to be caused by simply eating too much (which leads to reduced 
blood flow and oxygen to the brain as your body diverts resources 
to the mighty job at hand of digestion), imbibing in a bit of holiday 
(alcoholic) cheer, and possibly, eating a lot of high-carbohydrate foods 
such as potatoes, yams, and breads, which lead to a relatively wider 
fluctuation in circulating insulin levels. Whatever the cause, don’t 
blame the turkey or the tryptophan.

I grew up with a story-book grandmother. She was my mother’s mom, 
“Nana” to my sister and me. As required of all perfect grandmoth-
ers, Nana was a great cook and regularly expressed her love through 
sumptuous meals and comfort foods. Although she did not actually 
reside “over the valley and through the woods”, her home was definite-
ly the place to be on all food-oriented holidays, including birthdays 
(cake!), Christmas (cookies!), and of course, the ultimate All-American 
food holiday, Thanksgiving (turkey!). Like many Americans on this 
day, my family gorged ourselves with all that Nana placed on her 
over-loaded dining room table – mashed potatoes, stuffing, butternut 
squash, warm rolls, salads, corn casserole, and of course, the manda-
tory roasted turkey. Following this annual feast, my sister and I would 
fall into food-induced stupors, sleeping off our over-indulgence for 
several hours before rousting ourselves to eat one more piece of pie.

A number of years later I learned that my post-feast drowsiness was 
(presumed to be) caused by to a specific nutrient in turkey. This theory, 
first put forth by a nutritionist, proposed that turkey meat contains 
unusually high levels of the amino acid, tryptophan. Once absorbed, 
tryptophan is used by the body to produce serotonin (a neurotrans-
mitter) and melatonin (a hormone). The neurological pathway through 
which serotonin works has anti-anxiety and calming effects and 
melatonin helps to induce feelings of drowsiness (i.e. enhances sleep). 
Therefore, the theory goes, after consuming a high-protein meal, in 
particular one that is high in tryptophan, the body’s production of 
melatonin and serotonin increase, which in turn cause drowsiness, 
reduced anxiety and a calm state of mind. Presto – the post-turkey 
coma!

Tryptophan Takes Off: 
The tryptophan/tur-
key theory became so 
popular and widespread 
in the early 1980’s that 
nutrient supplement 
companies decided 
to by-pass the turkey 
part of the equation 
altogether and began 
producing and selling 
tryptophan supple-
ments (L-tryptophan). 
These were initially promoted as sleep aids and to reduce signs of 
anxiety. However, as is the nature of these things, the promoted 
benefits of L-tryptophan rapidly expanded to include, among other 
things, claims that it would enhance athletic performance, cure facial 
pain, prevent premenstrual syndrome, and enhance attention in 
children with attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder. (My personal fa-
vorite was the promotion of L-tryptophan as a treatment for Tourette’s 
syndrome). L-tryptophan enjoyed a robust reputation as the nutrient 
for “all that ails ye’” until 1989, when it was found to be responsible 
for causing eosinophilia-myalgia in more than 5000 people, killing at 
least 37 and permanently disabling hundreds. The US Food and Drug 
Administration quickly banned its import and sale as a supplement. 
Although the problem was eventually traced to a contaminant in a 
supplement that was imported from a Japanese supply company (and 
not the L-tryptophan itself ), the ban remained in effect until 2009. 
Today, L-tryptophan is once again available as a nutrient supplement 
but it has never regained its earlier popularity in the human supple-
ments world.

Talking Turkey
By Linda P. Case
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 The True Causes Of Turkey Coma

Tryptophan Flying Solo:  The erroneous focus upon turkey did have 
some positive consequences in that it led to a closer look at trypto-
phan’s potential impact upon mental states and behavior when pro-
vided as a supplement. As a serotonin precursor, tryptophan (and its 
metabolite 5-hydroxytryptophan or 5-HTP) has been studied as either 
a replacement or an adjunct therapy for serotonin reuptake inhibi-
tors (SRRIs), medications that are commonly used to treat depression 
in people and are sometimes prescribed as treatment for anxiety-
related behaviors in dogs. Although limited work has been conducted 
regarding the effects of tryptophan supplementation in dogs, several 
informative papers did follow the initial dog study of 2000:

Tryptophan and anxiety: Researchers at Wageningen University in 
the Netherlands studied a group of 138 privately owned dogs with 
anxiety-related behavior problems (2). Study design: Half of the dogs 
were fed a standard dog food (control) and half were fed the same 
food, formulated to contain supplemental L-tryptophan. Neither the 
owners nor the researchers were privy to dogs’ assigned groups. In 
other words, this was a “double-blind, placebo-controlled study” (see 
my book “Dog Food Logic” for more about studies), the Gold Standard 
of research designs. Dogs were fed their assigned diet for 8 weeks, 
during which time the owners recorded behavior changes. At the end 
of the study, the researchers also performed a set of behavior evalu-
ations to assess the dogs. Results: Although blood tryptophan levels 
increased significantly (by 37 %) in the dogs that were fed supple-
mental tryptophan, neither the owners nor the researchers observed 
any difference in behavior between the supplemented group of dogs 
and the control dogs. There were moderate changes in behavior over 
time in all of the dogs, but this change was attributed to a placebo 
effect. Overall, supplementation with L-tryptophan demonstrated no 
anxiety-reducing effects in the dogs enrolled in this study.

Tryptophan and abnormal-repetitive behaviors: This was another 
double-blind and placebo-controlled study (3). In addition, the 
researchers used a “cross-over” design in which half of the dogs are 
first fed the control and the other half are first fed the test diet for a 
period of time and are then all switched to the alternate diet for a 
second study period. This is a well-accepted study design that is help-
ful when a researcher has limited number of subjects and that helps to 
control for the placebo effect. A group of 29 dogs was identified, each 
presenting with a form of abnormal-repetitive behavior. These were: 
circling, anxiety-related lick granuloma, light chasing/shadow staring, 
or stool eating. (Note: One might question the inclusion of stool-
eating in this study, since many pet professionals consider eating feces 
to be a form of scavenging behavior that is normal and common in 
the domestic dog). Dogs were treated for 2-week periods and the fre-
quencies of their abnormal behaviors were recorded daily. Results: The 
researchers reported no effect of supplemental L-tryptophan on the 
frequency or intensity of abnormal-repetitive behaviors. Although the 
owners reported slight improvements over time, this occurred both 
when dogs were receiving the supplemental tryptophan and while 
they were eating the control diet (there is the insidious placebo effect 
again). Limitations of this study were that it was very short-term and it 
targeted uncommon behavior problems that are notoriously resistant 
to treatment. Still, this study did not provide any evidence to support 
a use of tryptophan supplementation for repetitive behavior problems 
in dogs. (So, to all you folks who live with poop-eaters – sorry, no easy 
answer here with L-tryptophan).

Tryptophan-enhanced diet and anxiety: Dogs with anxiety-related 
behavior problems were fed either a control food or the same food 
supplemented with L-tryptophan plus alpha-casozepine, a small pep-
tide that originates from milk protein (4). This was a single-blind, cross-
over study in which only dog owners were blinded to treatments. All

of the dogs were first fed the control diet for 8 weeks and were all 
then switched to the test diet for a second 8-week period. Because the 
treatment group always followed the control in this study design, it is 
impossible to distinguish between a placebo effect and an actual diet 
effect in this study. (Note: This is a serious research design flaw that 
the study authors mention only briefly). Results: A small reduction in 
owner-scored anxiety-related behaviors was found for four of the five 
identified anxiety problems. However, in all of the cases, initial severity 
of the problems were rated as very low (~1 to 1.5 on a five-point scale 
in which a score of 0 denoted an absence of the problem and a score 
of 5 denoted its highest severity), and the change in score was numeri-
cally very small, though statistically significant. This is not surprising 
since there is not very much wiggle room between a score of 1 and a 
score of 0. Finally, given that the food was supplemented with both 
L-tryptophan and casozepine, conclusions cannot be made specifically 
about L-tryptophan.

Take-Away for Dog Folks

First, forget the turkey. 
While it can be a high-
quality meat to feed to dogs 
(especially if you are select-
ing a food that includes 
human-grade meats or 
are cooking fresh for your 
dog), as a protein source 
turkey contains no more 
tryptophan than any other 
dietary protein. Feeding 
turkey to your dog will not 
promote calmness (unless 
of course, you allow him to 
stuff himself silly along with 
the rest of the family on 
Thanksgiving Day). Second, 
keep your skeptic cap firmly 
in place when considering 
the effectiveness of supple-
mental L-tryptophan or a 
tryptophan-enriched food as a treatment for anxiety-related prob-
lems. The early study in 2000 reported a modest effect in dogs with 
dominance-related aggression or territorial behaviors but found no 
effect in treating hyperactivity. Subsequently, two placebo-controlled 
studies reported no effect at all and the single study that reported a 
small degree of behavior change could not discount the possibility of 
a placebo effect.

Human nature encourages us to gravitate toward easy fixes for things 
that ail our dogs. Hearing about a nutrient supplement or a specially 
formulated food that proclaims to reduce anxiety and calm fearful 
dogs is powerful stuff for dog owners who are desperate to help their 
dogs. These types of claims are especially appealing because anxiety 
problems can have a terrible impact on a dog’s quality of life and are 
often challenging to treat using the standard (and proven) approach 
of behavior modification. An additional risk that must be mentioned 
regarding our inclination to gravitate toward unverified nutritional 
“cures” is that well-established approaches such as behavior modifica-
tion may be postponed or rejected by an owner who instead opts for 
the supplement, wasting precious time that could actually help a dog 
in need. Until we have stronger scientific evidence that demonstrates 
a role for L-tryptophan in changing problem behavior in our dogs, my 
recommendation is to enjoy the turkey, but train the dog.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Whole Dog Journal
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No Salivary Amylase

Herbivores and omnivores have one powerful digestive weapon carni-
vores typically lack.

Carnivores do not produce amylase in their salivary glands.3

Amylase is a specialized enzyme most herbivores and omnivores pro-
duce in their saliva. It helps begin the break down of starchy carbohy-
drates into simple sugars — before they enter the stomach.

Although dogs do produce amylase. the enzyme is added further 
down the digestive tract — in the small intestine.

So, without salivary amylase, a dog’s carbohydrate digestion can be 
decidedly more difficult.

Digestive Anatomy — Yet Another Clue
Since they consume fewer but larger meals, carnivores have bigger 
stomachs than their grazing, plant-eating counterparts.

What’s more, meat-eating animals exhibit a higher concentration of 
stomach acid. This allows faster digestion of animal protein.

And the stronger acid kills the disease-causing bacteria abundant in 
decaying meat.

What’s more, herbivores have an unusually long gastrointestinal tract 
— exceeding ten times the animal’s body length. Longer systems like 
this are needed for consuming a plant-based diet.

The Great Debate goes on.

When it comes to choosing dog food, 
it’s important to know the answer to 
that question.

So, if you’ve already been told dogs are 
indifferent omnivores with no natural 
preferences…

Or that they’re strict carnivores with 
an innate aversion to eating fruits and 
vegetables…

All scientific evidence clearly points to 
the fact that…

Dogs Have a Natural and Undeniable Carnivorous Bias

From DNA studies, we know dogs evolved directly from the timber 
wolf somewhere around 15,000 years ago.

And, of course, it should come as no surprise. Wolves are clearly carni-
vores.

So, by their very genetic pedigree, dogs also demonstrate similar and 
noticeable carnivorous traits. Their teeth, their digestive systems and 
their behavior clearly confirm this fact.

Yet dogs must also be recognized for their significant omnivorous abil-
ity. Their proven ability to digest carbohydrate-based foods has been 
known for many years.

After all, modern genetic research has proof that ten canine genes 
play key roles in starch digestion and fat metabolism.2

However, a dog still shows unmistakable evidence that its body is 
optimized for eating meat.

Dogs Don’t Grind — They Chop

For comparison, think about a typical herbivore. A dairy cow. Now, 
picture the way they “chew their cud”.

Cows chew widely from side-to-side. And they have broad, flat back 
teeth. And flat teeth are ideal for grinding grains and plant material 
into finer particles.

True omnivores (like humans) share this same combination of boxy 
back teeth and sideways grinding motion common to herbivores. 
Think of your own mouth and how you chew.

Dogs, on the other hand, don’t have flat teeth. Like all carnivores, they 
have narrow pointy back teeth.

Plus dogs can’t chew from side-to-side. Their jaws can only move in 
an up-and-down, chop-chop motion. It’s the perfect combination for 
cutting meat into smaller chunks.

Are Dogs Carnivores — or Omnivores?
Dog Food Advisor
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Today’s Confusing Dog Food Marketplace Welcome to the 
Age of Choice

Yet in spite of this natural carnivorous design, dogs have still managed 
to evolve over thousands of years — even surviving on the meat and 
non-meat scraps and leftovers of human existence.

So, over time, dogs have proven to be fully capable of thriving on a 
variety of foods.

Today, the dog food marketplace has become a living, breathing 
witness to the animal’s adaptive ability — and is abounding with an 
astonishing array of product designs.

Some favor meat. Some feature vegetables. And others are made 
almost entirely of cereal grains and beans.

So, how do you choose the right one for your pet?

The Bottom Line

Knowing that dogs are optimized for eating meat can make it easier to 
recognize better dog foods.

Even though dogs do demonstrate a notable omnivorous capacity, 
we believe it’s important to give preference to meat-based products. 
That’s because…

Whether you believe they’re carnivores or omnivores, dog’s possess 
an undeniable carnivorous bias.

Meat-based dog foods are closer to a dog’s natural ancestral diet. 
They’re more like the real thing.

Reprinted with Permission 2014
www.dogfoodadvisor.com

Footnotes
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What exactly is Natural Dogmanship?

Simply put, it is the art of learning how dogs naturally behave 
amongst one another in order to communicate with the dog in its 
own language. It takes a special person to fully understand and apply 
this concept as it requires putting aside human emotions and putting 
the needs of the animal first. Many people try to get their dogs to un-
derstand human communication so they can continue to act human 
and communicate human towards the dog. Dogs are less complicated 
than humans and while it is difficult and sometimes impossible to 
make a dog understand human, humans can learn the language of 
the dog if they open their minds to the idea. You must work with the 
natural instincts of the animal, not against them.

Horses are a good example. Some of the best horse trainers and own-
ers are those that apply natural horsemanship; they learn how horses 
communicate towards one another and use the horses’ language to 
speak to them. Each animal is unique in its own way. For example, 
horses are flight animals, meaning they have a strong instinct to run 
when they are afraid of something or their life is at stake. Dogs are 
fight animals, meaning they have an instinct to fight as their natural 
defense mechanism. Just knowing this small fact about these two 
animals should tell you that the way you handle a horse would be dif-
ferent than the way you handle a dog.

Dogs, cats, horses and pet snakes are all different. You do not treat 
a cat the same way you treat a horse, just like you do not treat a pet 
snake the same way you treat a horse. They all have their own needs 
and instincts. Almost everyone would agree that if someone dumped 
a tiger in your backyard and asked you to communicate with it, that 
the skills required to reason with the tiger would be different than 
those required for reasoning with a human. You would have to know 
how the tiger would react to your moves and how it would perceive 
your intentions. Walking up to the tiger and stating, “Look buddy, I’m 
just going to lead you to the gate so you can leave my yard. I mean 
you no harm,” the tiger would have no idea what you just said and you 
might get yourself hurt in the process. We can all accept the fact that 
in order to remove the tiger from the yard, we would need a profes-
sional who understood the animals’ behavior.

Because dogs are so closely bonded with the human species, most 
humans forget, or never even think about, their natural instincts. 
Some even take it as far as seeing those who do speak dog to the 
dog as cruel. Dogs have a natural instinct to want structure, rules 
and boundaries. They want to know where they stand among their 
pack and believe it or not, they want to know the rules and they need 
consistency with those rules. There are those who believe it is cruel 
to use natural dogmanship with a dog, but it is actually more cruel to 
assume your dog is human, overlooking its natural wants and needs. 
All dog behavior issues stem from humans who are not practicing 
natural dogmanship: not providing what the dog needs in its life, from 
exercise, both mental and physical, to the leadership it craves. What 
something means to a human may mean the total opposite to a dog. 
Dogs all around the world receive mixed signals from humans. Any 
dog that misbehaves is missing something in its life. A dog’s tempera-
ment is a direct result of the owner’s ability to understand him and 
give him what he instinctually needs as a canine animal. There are no 
bad dogs...just uneducated owners. And yes, you can teach an old dog 
new tricks. It’s NEVER too late to turn a dog’s behavior around.

Reprinted with Permission 2014
www.dogbreedinfo.comph
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Natural Dogmanship
by Sharon Maguire
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Ch Blue Moon N MyTime Poppin in Phoenix, BN RE CGC 
finished his Companion Dog (CD) title on August 2, 

2014 with three straight qualifying scores.

Owned by Celeste Platte

 CH Johmanda-Kambara’s General Pickett finished 
in Marietta, GA with back to back 5 pt. majors under 

judges Mr. Charles Olvis and Mr. Robert Hutton.

Bred & Owned by Kim Floyd

CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
Bacon wins back to back Group 1’s  

at Stone City Kennel Club 
Thank You Judge Warner Cespedes 

&  
Judge William Rodriguez 

 
Bred By: Julie  M Seaton
Owned By: Zane Smith

CH. Rock Village Forever And Always 
  McGee went BOB over specials  

for a major to get his championship  
August 23, 2014, under Judge Ken Kaufman.

Brags are open to 

ANYONE who subscribes 

to the Talkabout!

Aussie Brags
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Blue Moon Boston Pops 
Little Man was Best Bred By GR 3 in addition to going 

BOW at Rocky Mtn.  All Terrier Club in Colorado.
Bred & Owned by Jeanne Popovits

CH Blue Moon Merry Poppins 
Gayla finished her Championship  

at Evergreen Co. KC. 
Bred & Owned by Jeanne Popovits

Little Man became CH Blue Moon Boston Pops 
by going BOB over Specials to finish his 

Championship at 13 months.  
Little Man is owned by Jeanne Popovits.

Maks is now GCH Blue Moon Mr Poppins 
 owned by Jeanne Popovits.

CH Temora Keeping Stride CD GN
Walker showed for the first time 11-8-2014 

  in Open A & Graduate Open.  He got 1st place in both.  
Graduate Open score was 193.5. Open A was a 198.5  

which tied him for High In Trial with 2 Goldens which were from 
Open B & Utility B classes.  He lost the run off by 1 / 2 point.

11-9-2014 
On the second day, Walker  - Open 197.5, 1st place. Graduate 

Open 194.5, 1st place.  
It was a Great  Weekend!
Owned by Cindy Burgess
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My friend and fellow dog lover Edie, an occupational therapist in 
Massachusetts, has been looking for a mate for nearly 10 years. She 
finally thought she’d found one in Jeff, a nice guy, generous and funny, 
who teaches high school. They dated for several months, and just as 
there was talk about a future, it occurred to Edie that Jeff hadn’t really 
bonded with her yellow Lab, Sophie. In fact, as she thought more 
about it, she wasn’t sure Jeff was a dog guy at all.

She confronted him about this at dinner one night, and he confessed, 
in some anguish, that he didn’t love Sophie, didn’t love dogs in gen-
eral, never had.

They broke up the next week. More accurately, she dumped him. 
“What can I say?” Edie told me, somewhat defensively. “Sophie has 
been there for me, day in and day out, for years. I can’t say the same of 
men. She’s my girl, my baby. Sooner or later, it would have ended.”

Having just spent two months on a book tour talking to dog lovers 
across the country, I can testify that this story isn’t unusual. The lesson 
Edie gleaned, she says, was that she should have asked about Sophie 
first, not last.

In America, we love our dogs. A lot. So much that we rarely wonder 
why anymore.

This, perhaps, is why God created academics.

John Archer, a psychologist at the University of Central Lancashire, 
has been puzzling for some time over why people love their pets. In 
evolutionary terms, love for dogs and other pets “poses a problem,” he 
writes. Being attached to animals is not, strictly speaking, necessary 
for human health and welfare. True, studies show that people with 
pets live a bit longer and have better blood pressure than benighted 
nonowners, but in the literal sense, we don’t really need all those dogs 
and cats to survive.

Archer’s alternative Darwinian theory: Pets manipulate the same 
instincts and responses that have evolved to facilitate human relation-
ships, “primarily (but not exclusively) those between parent and child.”

No wonder Edie ditched Jeff. She was about to marry the evil stepfa-
ther, somebody who wasn’t crazy about her true child.

Or, to look at it from 
the opposite direc-
tion, Archer sug-
gests, “consider the 
possibility that pets 
are, in evolutionary 
terms, manipulating 
human responses, 
that they are the 
equivalent of social 
parasites.” Social 
parasites inject 
themselves into the 
social systems of 
other species and 
thrive there. Dogs 
are masters at that. 
They show a range 
of emotions—love, 
anxiety, curiosity—
and thus trick us into 
thinking they pos-
sess the full range of 
human feelings.

They dance with joy 
when we come home, put their heads on our knees and stare long-
ingly into our eyes. Ah, we think, at last, the love and loyalty we so 
richly deserve and so rarely receive. Over thousands of years of living 
with humans, dogs have become wily and transfixing sidekicks with 
the particularly appealing characteristic of being unable to speak. 
We are therefore free to fill in the blanks with what we need to hear. 
(What the dog may really be telling us, much of the time, is, “Feed 
me.”)

As Archer dryly puts it, “Continuing features of the interaction with 
the pet prove satisfying for the owner.”

It’s a good deal for the 
pets, too, since we respond 
by spending lavishly on 
organic treats and high-
quality health care.

Psychologist Brian Hare of 
Harvard has also studied 
the human-animal bond 
and reports that dogs are 
astonishingly skilled at 
reading humans’ patterns of 
social behavior, especially 
behaviors related to food 
and care. They figure out 
our moods and what makes 
us happy, what moves us. 
Then they act accordingly, 
and we tell ourselves that 
they’re crazy about us.

Why People Love Dogs
It’s more complicated than you think By Jon Katz
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“It appears that dogs have evolved specialized skills for reading hu-
man social and communicative behavior,” Hare concludes, which is 
why dogs live so much better than moles.

These are interesting theories. Raccoons and squirrels don’t show rec-
ognizable human emotions, nor do they trigger our nurturing (“She’s 
my baby”) impulses. So, they don’t (usually) move into our houses, get 
their photos taken with Santa, or even get names. Thousands of rescue 
workers aren’t standing by to move them lovingly from one home to 
another.

If the dog’s love is just an evolutionary trick, does that diminish it? I 
don’t think so. Dogs have figured out how to insinuate themselves 
into human society in ways that benefit us both. We get affection and 
attention. They get the same, plus food, shelter, and protection. To 
grasp this exchange doesn’t trivialize our love, it explains it.

I’m enveloped by dog love, myself. Izzy, a border collie who spent the 
first four years of his life running along a small square of fencing on a 
nearby farm, is lying under my desk at the moment, his head resting 
on my boot.

Rose, my working dog, is curled into a tight ball in the crate to my 
left. Emma, the newcomer who spent six years inside the same fence 
as Izzy, prefers the newly re-upholstered antique chair. Plagued with 
health problems, she likes to be near the wood stove in the winter.

When I stir to make tea, answer the door, or stretch my legs, all three 
dogs move with me. I see them peering out from behind the kitchen 
table or pantry door, awaiting instructions, as border collies do. If I 
return to the computer, they resume their previous positions, with 
stealth and agility. If I analyzed it coldly, I would admit that they’re 
probably alert to see if an outdoor romp is in the offing, or some 
sheepherding, or some beef jerky. But I’d rather think they can’t bear 
to let me out of their sight.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Jon Katz 
www.bedlamfarm.com

Must
Love Dogs...

In every issue we will present establishments across the USA 
that allow dogs. They will have something special to offer for 
those traveling,  or if you live in the area, a place you may not 
have known about......

P Terry’s Burger Stand
404 S Lamar Blvd
Austin, Texas 78704 
512-473-2217

There is outdoor seating only at this burger stand, and all well behaved 
pets are welcome to join their owners on the patio. They even have 
doggy bones for your pet. They are open from 11 am to 11 pm 7 days a 
week.

On July 6, 2005, Kathy and Patrick Terry opened the first P. Terry’s 
Burger Stand at the corner of South Lamar & Barton Springs in Austin.

As the store was being constructed, Mrs. Terry read the book Fast Food 
Nation that would change the direction of p. Terry’s from a burger 
stand selling good quality food to one that sells a quality unmatched 
by practically any drive-thru stand in the country.

P. Terry’s has the ability to evoke warm childhood memories of after-
noons at McDonald’s without shaming you for eating fast-food as an 
adult. By using real ingredients and cooking methods, they’ve created 
a more mature riff on the fast-food formula. A car full of people with 
different eating restrictions can all find something to eat here. That 
said, P. Terry’s is ultimately focused on the burger, so that remains the 
best thing on the menu. 
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

GENERAL CH SHOWS & CC ALLOCATION

A far as the Ch show scene in the UK is concerned we have an annual 
total of 26 general Ch shows plus one Group Ch show for the Ter-
rier, Toy and Utility Groups, two for the Hound, Working and Pastoral 
Groups and three for the Gundog Group. In addition there is one fur-
ther Ch show in this country which is the Scottish Breeds Ch show. By 
its very nature, it is one of our smaller Ch shows with a limited number 
of Challenge Certificates (known as CCs) on offer.

Of these 26 shows only four are deemed to be “representative” Ch 
shows. The term representative means these four are the only shows 
where CCs are on offer for every breed which has Ch status in the UK.

Those four shows are Crufts, Birmingham Dog show (the oldest dog 
show of all and referred to by everyone as “Birmingham National”), 

The Scottish Kennel Club (SKC has two Ch shows – the August one is 
the smaller of the two) and the fourth representative Ch show is The 
Welsh Kennel Club.

All 22 remaining Ch shows have a certain number of CCs allocated 
to them to a greater or lesser degree. One of the smallest general Ch 
shows is the only one to be held in Northern Ireland. Belfast is a two-
day show with a limited number of CCs on offer.

Not every breed has its own set of breed classes at every Ch show 
and, in fact, each year Aussies have breed classes scheduled at half 
a dozen of the general Ch shows where no CCs are available for our 
breed. There is another feasible option and that is where an owner can 
decide they want to show under the judge who is due to do the Any 
Variety Not Separately Classified classes. In those cases your Aussie will 
be in direct competition with dogs/bitches of a variety of breeds right 
from the get-go and of course there are no CCs in these situations.

The Kennel Club decides how many sets of CCs to allocate to each 
breed and also which general Ch shows will be awarded CCs for our 
officially recognized breeds. The reason is very simple – the CCs are 
owned by The Kennel Club.

The majority of our Ch shows are held between early May and the end 
of October which is great for us as those months are, hopefully, when 
we should have both the best weather and the best road conditions. 

Only two general Ch shows are held in January and the first of those 
is Britain’s “newest” Ch show. In fact,  it became our first new Ch show 
for 30 years! As yet, it is a smallish Ch show which is hoping to expand 
with time and good management but again, all is dependent on The 
Kennel Club and whichever societies it decides to allocate its CCs to. 

No general Ch shows are held in February; Crufts and Scottish Breeds 
are the only ones in March, three Group Ch shows take place in April 
– one of which is National Terrier – and one general Ch show takes 
place in late April. I well remember being at that particular Ch show 
many years ago. As with most UK Ch shows it is an outdoors show with 
huge marquees as alternative wet-weather accommodation for judg-
ing rings and for all the benches needed for every dog entered. Snow 
threatened us throughout the day and on the last day of the show all 
the outdoor rings were completely covered in snow! Two Group Ch 
shows are held in Scotland in November and one Group Ch show takes 
place in early December with the last general Ch show being held in 
mid December. 

As far as Australian Terriers are concerned the first Ch show where we 
currently have CCs is at Crufts where for many years dogs have had to 
pre-qualify to go to it at a Ch show held the previous year. More re-
cently The KC amended that to include winners of BOB and BPIB at Ch 
shows where no CCs were on offer for the breed and also winners of 
BIS, Reserve BIS and Best Puppy in Show at Open shows. As of this year, 
dogs can also qualify at the start of the same year because the entries 
close a little later than in previous years. In the past, Crufts entries 
closed at the very start of January and Crufts was not until March – a 
full two months later.

The next Ch show where we have CCs is National Terrier in early April, 
then Birmingham National in early May followed by The Scottish Ken-
nel Club in mid May, then Blackpool in late June, the ATCGB Ch show 
in late July followed by The Welsh Kennel Club which is usually held 
around the 20th August, then City of Birmingham in early September, 
Driffield in early October and one week later our final Ch show of the 
year held at South Wales. That means Australian Terriers have just 10 
sets of CCs each year and, if you consider Crufts is the one where dogs 
have to qualify to be shown, it really means we have nine Ch shows 
held over just six months of the year i.e. from the first Saturday in April 
– the second weekend in October to qualify our Aussies for Crufts the 
following year!  

From the above you will see that of our 26 general Ch shows only 8 
have CCs for Aussies with the remaining two sets at National Terrier 
and the ATCGB Ch show.  
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What is Suprelorin?
Suprelorin is a deslorelin implant developed by Peptech Animal 
Health, an Australian firm purchased by Virbac in 2009. The product 
is approved and available for use in male dogs in Australia since 
December 2004 and New Zealand since September 2005. The implant 
received European Union regulatory approval in March 2007 and is 
now available in several EU countries, with plans to expand to more.

What is Suprelorin used for?
Suprelorin is used for male dogs to make them temporarily infertile. It 
is used in healthy, sexually mature dogs that have not been neutered. 
The implant is inserted subcutaneously, under the loose skin on the 
back between the lower neck and the lumbar area. Suprelorin starts 
being effective after about six weeks, and the effect continues for six 
months in the case of the 4.7 mg implant and 12 months in the case of 
the 9.4 mg implant, after which the dog can be re-implanted if neces-
sary

How does Suprelorin work?
The active substance in Suprelorin, deslorelin, acts like the natural 
hormone gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH) which controls 
the secretion of other hormones involved in fertility. Suprelorin is 
given as an implant that slowly releases a continuous low dose of 
deslorelin. This suppresses (blocks) the production of follicle stimulat-
ing hormone (FSH) and luteinising hormone (LH). As a result in male 
dogs, less testosterone circulates in the blood, the dog stops produc-
ing sperm and its libido is reduced. If a dog under treatment with 
Suprelorin were to mate with a bitch on heat, the chance of the bitch 
becoming pregnant would be extremely low.

So long as deslorelin is being released, the dog remains infertile and 
behaves as if castrated. (Note, however, that the manufacturer reports 
that it will generally take 2-3 weeks after implantation for testosterone 
to be reduced, and about 6 weeks to become infertile due to sperm 
stored in the reproductive tract).

How has Suprelorin been studied?
Suprelorin has been studied under field conditions in dogs weighing 
between 10 and 25 kg which were implanted before being followed 
up for up to a year. The studies looked at the effect of Suprelorin on 
blood testosterone levels, the size of the testicles and the ability of the 
dogs to produce semen for collection. In some of these studies, the 
dogs received Suprelorin more than once and were observed for up 
to a year after receiving the final implant. The safety of Suprelorin was 
studied after giving dogs more than 10 times the recommended dose 
rate.

What benefit has Suprelorin shown during the studies?
All studies showed a reduction of testosterone levels in the blood, a 
reduction in the size of the testicles, decreased libido and decreased 
spermatogenesis (when fewer sperm are produced by the testicles). In 
more than 95% of dogs, these effects started at six weeks after implan-
tation. The majority of dogs regained normal semen characteristics 
approximately one year after the last treatment and dogs have been 
able to successfully mate with bitches, after treatment with Suprelorin 
was stopped.

What is the risk associated with Suprelorin?
Dogs can have some moderate swelling at the implant site in the two 
weeks after implantation. There can also some be some local reaction 
(e.g. inflammation, hardening) for up to three months after implanta-
tion. Any swelling or local reaction resolves naturally. The size of the 
testicles will decrease during treatment. 

What are the precautions for the person who gives the 
medicine or comes into contact with the animal?
This veterinary medicine has been developed especially for dogs and 
is not for use in humans. Although skin contact with the product is 
unlikely, if this occurs the exposed area should be washed immedi-
ately, as these types of substances may be absorbed through the skin. 
Pregnant women should not administer the product.

When administering the product, care should be taken to avoid ac-
cidental self-injection by ensuring that animals are suitably restrained 
and that the application needle is shielded until the moment of 
implantation. 

NOTE: 
SUPRELORIN is approved in Australia, New Zealand and the European 
Union for use in dogs. It is approved in the USA for treatment of  
ferrerts with ACD (Adrenocortical disease). 

SUPRELORIN should not be confused with ZEUTERIN, which is  
approved in the USA, but ZEUTERIN is injected into each testis, quickly 
and permanently neutering dogs.

SUPRELORIN FOR DOGS
World’s First Pet Contraceptive

A subcutaneous implant for the induction of temporary infertility in healthy, entire, sexually mature male dogs
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the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy

Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

He still goes up and down the stairs at home, but less often.  He’s rest-
less at night and can’t get comfortable, so the vet recently upped his 
pain meds to get him through till morning.  

Libby and Schatzi don’t know any different.  Lib still rears up and paws 
at her brother to run and chase her, and he will, until his leg hurts and 
he has to lie down.  Likewise, Schatzi bats at him to  play bitey-mouth,  
and he will, for a while.  Catching a ball is still good and he still wants 
to do rally work with me.  But it’s so hard to see him limp on the sore 
leg.  It’s like a constant reminder of what’s ahead and a very painful 
decision that I will have to make, far sooner than I ever expected.
Meanwhile Libby keeps on.  She’s now in 2 agility classes a week plus 
rally, and actually seems to be relishing her new role as the “only” 
performance dog.  She’ll be 8 in February and has a lot of frost on that 
little red face, but shows no signs of slowing down.

I’ve shared this news with my friends, so they know ahead of time and 
can say their goodbyes.  The warmth and love has been overwhelm-
ing.  People want to help, and one of my lessons is  to let them, which 
is really hard for me.  Perhaps some of our most needed lessons are 
the ones that are less obvious.

My teacher, Stephanie, ends her emails with “Hug your dogs every 
day.”  I can’t think of a better way to end my last column.  Hugs to all 
of you and your grand little dogs, and thank you for allowing me to 
spend time with you in these pages.
 

It’s time to say goodbye.

Goodbye to doing this column and all of you who have read and 
(hopefully) enjoyed anecdotes of the Red Dogs and of life in The Other 
Ring.  We plan to continue our adventures in 2015 with Barn Hunt, 
agility (CPE and TDAA), WCR rally obedience, and--new for 2015!--Trick 
Dogs!  Check out www.domorewithyourdog.com to read more about 
it.  Our training facility will host a Tricks seminar in February and I am 
already working on seeing what the gang can do with a little persua-
sion and some cookies.  

Schatzi’s kidney disease has been classified as mild, stage I to II at 
this point, and switching her to a low-phosphorus, low-protein diet 
has made a big difference in most recent blood work.  She was also 
diagnosed with a very unusual condition; an intrapelvic bladder, in the 
“wrong” place in her pelvis.  When she gets full, it presses against her 
pelvic bones and now that she’s old, she leaks, which contributes to 
the problem.   For the rest of her life, she’ll be on medication to help 
control this.  So far, so good.  There have been a lot fewer blankets 
and dog beds to wash since she started taking the Proin!  Someday, 
perhaps, kidney disease will cause us to say goodbye--but not yet.  The 
vet pronounced her overall as being “in pretty good shape for her age.”
But everyone was totally blindsided when Copper, who is only 8, was 
diagnosed with bone cancer in mid October.

He’d been limping on and off for awhile, but the vet saw nothing obvi-
ous, and Lyme testing wasn’t alarming.   She prescribed rest, some 
Deramaxx, and a muscle relaxer, and things got better for a time.   
Then he started refusing and hesitating in agility, which was so unlike 
him.  This time, X-rays were taken and to everyone’s horror, bone can-
cer was found in his right upper foreleg.   The vet says keeping his pain 
under good control and watching for signs of metastasis (probably 
to the lungs)  are about all we can do.  Yes, drastic measures such as 
amputation and chemoradiation exist.  Even palliative radiation treat-
ments are available.  But none of these will  change the outcome, even 
if money were no object.  The vet’s prediction is for anywhere from 3 
to 7 months before we must help him cross the Bridge.
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How Do I Get Started in Obedience?

The best advice is to START TRAINING EARLY! Training a puppy is easier 
than training an adult dog because a puppy is more open to new 
ideas and has not yet developed “bad habits.”

While it’s best to start young, the old saying “You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks” is only partially true. It is never too late to train your 
dog, although it may take longer to retrain it to eliminate undesirable 
habits.

Most AKC clubs conduct a variety of classes instructed by trainers who 
have won awards in obedience competition with their own dogs, and 
they make sure to stay up to date on the latest training techniques. 
They have experience training all breeds of dogs and can help solve 
behavior problems. Most clubs accept all types of dogs, mixed breeds 
and purebreds, and prospective students are usually welcome to 
observe a class before signing up for a training course.

When you attend classes with your dog, instructors will show you how 
to teach it and will expect you to practice at home. The younger the 
dog, the shorter the practice sessions should be. For the best results, 
both you and your dog should enjoy frequent short sessions, com-
bined with some play and rewards

Purpose of AKC Obedience Trials

Consider taking obedience training with your dog to a whole new 
level. Enter the world of AKC obedience and help your dog realize its 
full potential by competing in obedience trials and earning obedience 
competition titles. AKC obedience trials demonstrate the usefulness of 
the dog as a companion to humans. Obedience trials showcase dogs 
that have been trained and conditioned to behave well in the home, 
in public places, and in the presence of other dogs. AKC trials and tests 
allow exhibitors and their dogs to enjoy companionship and competi-
tion as they proudly earn AKC titles.

Levels of Competition:

There is much more you can do besides standard obedience, but this 
will get you started.

There are 3 levels of competition in standard obedience:
 
NOVICE – For the dog just getting started in obedience.  
Exercises include:
•	 Heel on Leash and Figure Eight – show whether the dog has 

learned to watch its handler and adjust its pace to stay with the 
handler.

•	 Heel Free – done off leash.
•	 Stand for Examination – is of great benefit when the dog needs 

hands-on care by a veterinarian.
•	 Recall – provides the handler with the ability to call the dog and 

get an immediate response at all times.
•	 Long Sit (1 minute) – allows the handler to have control of the 

dog when visitors come to the home.
•	 Long Down (3 minutes) – dog must remain in a down position. 

OPEN– The second level includes more complicated exercises, which 
teach the dog to do a variety of tasks and to follow commands either 
by voice or signal.  
Exercises include:
•	 Heel Free and Figure Eight – Same as Novice, but off leash.
•	 Drop on Recall – can be a lifesaving command for a dog, since it 

gives the handler control in potentially dangerous situations.
•	 Retrieve on Flat
•	 Retrieve Over High Jump
•	  Broad Jump
•	 Long Sit (3 minutes) – similar to the long sit in Novice, but the 

position must be held for a longer period of time with the han-
dler out of the dog’s sight.

•	 Long Down (5 minutes) – dog must remain in a down position.

 
UTILITY – The third and highest level of obedience competition. 
Exercises include:
•	 Signal Exercise – shows the dog’s ability to understand and  

correctly respond to the handler’s signal to stand, stay, down, sit 
and come. No voice commands are given; only hand signals are 
allowed.

•	 Scent Discrimination – shows the dog’s ability to find the han-
dler’s scent among a pile of articles.

•	 Directed Retrieve – proves the dog’s ability to follow a directional 
signal to retrieve a glove and promptly return it to the handler.

•	 Moving Stand and Examination – the dog must heel, stand and 
stay as the handler moves away. The dog must stay and accept 
an examination by the judge and return to the handler on com-
mand.

•	 Directed Jumping – the dog must go away from the handler, 
turn and sit. Then, the dog must clear whichever jump its handler 
indicates and promptly return to the handler.

To learn more about obedience, trials and how to get started, please 
visit the AKC site at: 
www.akc.org/events/obedience/getting_started

Getting Started in Obedience
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH3 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS MJC
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXB MXJ MJS
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJB OF 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX MXJ ME EE4 
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
 
 

     

GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Christhill Morongo
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
GCH CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K
GCH CH Blue Moon Mister Poppins
 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master    
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip the Zip
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington 
           CH Outbackred’s Advent Star
GCH CH Christhill Morongo 
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
                                   

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

                    Jan 1, 2014 to Oct 31, 2014
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles  from July to September 2014. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                    July 2014

CHAMPION
CH Aka Inu Pride and Prejudice
Breeder: K Occhiuti & M Gray & Shari Carusi
Owner: K Occhiuti & M Gray & Shari Carusi
CH Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CA
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Barbel Post
CH Samabel Diamonds & Rust
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudie Coleman
Owner: Alexa Samarotto & Claudie Coleman
CH The Farm’s Go Fly A Kite Franklin
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Alice Ann Wright & Sheila Dunn
CH The Farm’s Spirit Quest
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sheila Dunn
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Dirigo’s Amazing Gracie
Breeder: Eileen Cummings
Owner: Eileen Cummings
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
GCH CH Blue Moon Mytimes They R A-Changn’ CDX BN PCDX RAE
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Sherry Cooper & Celeste Platte
UTILITY DOG
Christhill Azucar UD RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christiansen
Owner: Karen Smith
RALLY EXCELLENT  
Tak-A-Chance Song Sung Bleu RE NA NAJ CGC
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Susan Saulvester
THERAPY DOG EXCELLENT 
CH Wissmiss August Moon Rose BN RA THDX CGC
Breeder: C Sazama & IE Weinstock & K Bryan & AA Wright
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt
THERAPY DOG NOVICE 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CD RE THDN CGCA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
GRADUATE NOVICE
GCH CH Blue Moon Mytimes They R A-Changn’ CDX BN GN PCDX RAE
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Sherry Cooper & Celeste Platte
                                       

   August 2014

CHAMPION
CH Rock Village Forever And Always
Breeder: Lisa Violette
Owner: Lisa Violette
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Shastakin Killara Larrikin Reduproar
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner: Anne McGroarty & Esther Krom

COMPANION DOG 
GCH CH Blue Moon N Mytime Poppin’ In Phoenix CD BN RE CGC 
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Celeste Platte
NOVICE AGILITY
Christhill Azucar UD RA
Breeder: Anne Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Andrea Reyes
RALLY NOVICE 
Wismiss Regency Bonza Boy RN
Breeder: C Sazama & IE Weinstock & K Bryan & AA Wright
Owner: Barbera Curtis & Kerrie Bryan
MASTER GOLD AGILITY 
MACH3 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXG MJC
Breeder: C Sazama & IE Weinstock & K Bryan & AA Wright
Owner: Eileen Wittfelt

 September 2014

CHAMPION
CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
CH Blue Moon Merry Poppins
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
CH Marble Arch Dancing In The Dark
Breeder: Sandra Weigle
Owner: Sandra Weigle 
CH Roachan’s Cocktail Party
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Blue Moon Mister Poppins
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits
GCH CH Christhill Coachella
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
GCH CH Dreamtime The Professor of Bluquo
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Sandra Weigle & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Rita Farmer
BEGINNER NOVICE
Ch Roachan’s Cause For Applause At Redwing 
Breeder: Anne Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Scott McSwain
NOVICE AGILITY
Christhill Azucar UD RA
Breeder: Anne Mitchell
Owner: Kim Floyd & Andrea Reyes
OPEN AGILITY PREFERRED
The Farm’s Top Flight RN NA AXJ OAP NF
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Sally Dunn & Jennifer Eichstedt
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is CGC
Breeder: Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
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Have a Wonderful Holiday!



The Australian Terrier 
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