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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

Dear Members,
I hope this summer has found everyone in good 
health and having a successful and good season. 
This message finds me very saddened by the sud-
den passing of my close, long-time friend, Esther 
Krom, who we all knew and loved, and a tribute to 
her is found in this edition. I would like to share two 

anecdotes below that show her spirit and creative thinking; she was 
one of a kind. 

To proceed with some Club business, as you may or may not be aware, 
Grace Cartwright has served ably as our AKC Gazette columnist for 
many years and has lent her scientific mind and research orientation 
to this endeavor. Great columns were the result that we should read 
and treasure. At this point, she feels that she cannot continue and 
has requested replacement. While I have put out the idea to various 
members, there have not been any takers at this time. To this end, I am 
requesting volunteers to take over as soon as possible. As an interim 
alternative, Grace has agreed to receive articles written by members 
and forward them to the Gazette after her review. She will assist by 
providing the guidelines and editing if necessary. For those who 
remember the paper edition; while the print edition is gone, it is still 
available as a digital copy for free on the AKC.org website. Well worth 
doing the search to read it.

As a result of the training provided at the 2014 National by the Judges’ 
Education Committee, the following members were approved to be 
official ATCA Approved Mentors: Kerrie Bryan, Pamela Levy, Jeanne 
Popovits, Teresa Schreeder, and Eve Steele. As mentioned before, 
we have not had a re-opening of this program in far too many years 
and through this on-going program, qualified members can learn to 
become ATCA approved Mentors and Presenters for our breed. Re-
member, the Mentor’s Corner is planned to be an ongoing feature of 
our National Specialty and is open to anyone who wishes to observe 
and learn. Indeed, it was very heartening to see how many members 
attended the education offered.

Please take a moment to review the Board Minutes, General Meet-
ing Minutes and Committee Reports to learn about the work ac-
complished and steps taken by the Board and the Club. The Board 
requested that the JEC revise the 2003 Letter to Judges regarding the 
Tail in the Standard. The Board approved the revision included in the 
Board Minutes contained herein.

My funny anecdotes about Esther that I want to share are only 
a small part of our close relationship but I want to relate them 
because they really illustrate the Esther we knew. So, many, many 
years ago, Esther, Ida Ellen Weinstock and I decided to go to the 
Chicago Specialty which used to be held with the Great Lakes 
Terrier Association in June. We decided to drive out in two vehicles 
with Esther following, at her request. All went well and we had a 
great time as usual and headed back in the same fashion at the end 
of the weekend. So, herein lies the story. As we drove back through 
Ohio late that day, we approached the split where 95 continues 
downward and becomes the Pennsylvania Turnpike and we go 
ahead on Route 80 similarly through Pennsylvania. Both go east 
but we wanted to go on Route 80 as usual. Well, as we were going 
along, Esther decided to speed up and pass us. So far so good but 
now we approach the split and Esther continues on 95!!! No cell 
phones in those days. We went straight, too late to change and 
kept going. A bit later, we became tired and decided to stop in a 
rest area on Route 80. In those days, it was not unusual to stop in 
those areas and take a quick rest, or maybe we were just young and 
more flexible. So it was getting dark and we rested. Ida Ellen sat in 
the driver’s seat and I sat to her right. Time passed and I woke up in 
due course. I stretched and looked around. I looked to my right and 
almost jumped: there was a familiar minivan parked next to us and 
resting in the driver’s seat was Esther! Yes, really; I’ll never forget it! 
How she found us she never revealed but she was amazing and so 
intrepid! The rest of the trip was uneventful in comparison but this 
memory stays with me forever.

Another story I would like to share about Esther shows that she was 
really creative and ahead of her time. She would tell us, years ago, 
that she would take the dogs hunting for rats in local landfills and 
frankly, I thought that was so weird at the time. Well, recently, I read 
a story in the New York Times about a group who would take their 
group of terriers and dachshunds in the alleyways in lower Manhat-
tan to go rat hunting! The article mentioned Mr. Richard Reynolds, 
a prominent Hound, Terrier and Earthdog judge from New Jersey as 
a member of the group. Esther and he were good friends as I recall; 
I wonder if the idea was really hers. Just shows how much that 
Esther was a pioneer; rat hunting in real conditions is now the in 
thing! I will miss her so……
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Marilyn Harban 
Third Quarter 2014

•	 In an AKC directive, starting with the 2015 National Owner-Han-
dled Series qualifying period (October 9, 2014):  
All-Breed and Group Clubs that hold at least two shows per year 
and offer a special attraction with group competition must offer 
the NOHS at a minimum of 50% of their shows in the calendar 
year. The NOHS does not have to be offered at the same show as 
the special attraction with group competition. 
Any All-Breed or Group Club that holds only one show per year 
is not required to hold an NOHS competition in order to hold 
another special attraction with group competition. 

•	 Received Event Approval Notice for the Australian Terrier Club of 
America Inc. - 2015124401 for Obedience and Rally Trial being 
held in Palm Springs, CA on 01/01/2015. 

•	 AKC notice from the Event Operations department is giving clubs 
more options and flexibility with the submission of Common Site 
Applications (CSA) and Host Club Permissions. Changes from the 
former submission application include: 
 
Clubs that do not rotate days within a cluster may submit a CSA 
that is effective for one-to-many years in the future, including 
indefinite. Clubs that take advantage of this option can eliminate 
a step in their future event submission and approval processes. 
Clubs that rotate within a cluster may submit CSAs for future 
years in advance. A separate CSA is required for each set of dates 
(cluster). This will position clubs in a rotating cluster to have the 
same advantage of eliminating a step in their event submission 
and approval process in future years. 
 
When clubs hold shows in conjunction with each other, the 
club that has the rights to hold the show on the date at the site 
(the “host club”) has to grant permission for the other clubs to 
hold events with them. For specialty clubs joining all-breed and 
groups shows, this is very important because in addition to the 
permission, the host club defines what type of competition 
(designated specialty, concurrent specialty, evening specialty, 
sweepstakes, etc.) it is approving to be held in conjunction with 
its show. This is verified against the application submitted by the 
specialty club. Separate Host Club Permissions are required for 
each day of competition. We have created the Host Club Permis-
sion form to help standardize the host club permission process. 
For specialties who join host clubs year-after-year with no change 
in the day of week or type of event being held by the specialty. 
Host clubs may use the new Host Club Permission form to grant 
permissions that are effective for one-to-many years in the future, 
including indefinite. Host clubs that take advantage of this op-
tion will be able to eliminate a step in their event submission and 
approval process. 

•	 Forwarded inquiry from Singapore regarding Store Order to Store 
Chair. 

•	 Forwarded inquiry regarding free Talkabout subscription to 
Talkabout Editor

Membership Applications Received:

•	 Membership application received from Felicity Snook, UK.  
Sponsors are Brenda Brown and Marilyn Harban

•	 Junior Membership application received from Shahntae Marti-
nez, WA. Sponsors are Pamela Levy and Teresa Schreeder

•	 Membership application received from Mary Ellis, WI.  
Sponsors are Julie Seaton and Carole Larsen.

•	 Junior Membership application received from Luci Ellis, WI.  
Sponsors are Julie Seaton and Carole Larsen.

•	 Membership application received from Susan Gersin, NY.  
Sponsors are Jerry Walsh and Alexa Samarotto. 

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication  of this edition of The 
Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments regarding member-
ship applicants. Please send any related comments or inquiries to the 
Recording Secretary. After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Darlene Evans

Third Quarter 2014
ATCA Conference Call Meeting – August 18, 2014

Meeting called to order at 8:40 EDT.

Present: Alexa Samarotto, Sandra Weigle, Marilyn Harban, Darlene 
Evans, Kreg Hill, Sue Bachman, Kerrie Bryan, Teresa Schreeder, Jeanne 
Popovits, Jerry Walsh, Grace Cartwright, Thalia Rott. Tammy Gaudet 
was unable to attend but did submit her ballot on new membership 
applicants. Bill Christensen also in attendance.

1. New membership applications – published in the Talkabout 7/1/14 
– no comments received from membership as of 8/8/14. The following 
applicants have been approved for membership in ATCA.

a. Heather Owens
b. Diane Farthing
c. Judy O’Brien
d. Shira Steele

2. The following Ringside Mentors which were submitted by the 
Judges Education Committee for Board Approval, have all been so 
approved by the ATCA Board.

a. Kerrie Bryan
b. Pamela Levy
c. Jeanne Popovits
d. Teresa Schreeder
e. Eve Steele

3. A letter that was submitted by the Judges Education Committee for 
inclusion in the “judge’s packet” has been approved.

THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
The Board of Directors of the Australian Terrier Club of America (ATCA) 
voted on May 28, 2014 to expand upon the letter previously sent to 
all those judging Australian Terriers in AKC conformation. The previ-
ous letter discussed the current Standard for the Australian Terrier 
which calls for a docked tail and this new letter amplifies and clarifies 
the intent of the ATCA Board of Directors with regard to judging the 
Australian Terrier.
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Recording Secretary’s Report 
Darlene Evans

Third Quarter 2014 continued....

At the beginning of the Standard, under General Appearance, the fol-
lowing paragraph ends this section:
The following description is that of the ideal Australian Terrier. Any devia-
tion from this description must be penalized to the extent of the devia-
tion.
The following wording is the complete text from the Standard regard-
ing the Tail:

Tail set on high and carried erect at a twelve to one o’clock position, 
docked in balance with the overall dog, leaving slightly less than one-half, 
a good hand-hold when mature.

When a dog with an undocked tail is shown in conformation, the tail 
should be evaluated “…to the extent of the deviation” as would any 
other fault or deviation from the Standard. 

As with any other aspect of the Standard, in judging the Australian 
Terrier, the whole dog must be considered, weighing the positive 
aspects against the negative. In all cases, the overall best example of 
the breed should be your choice.

4. Proposal by Darlene Evans for changing requirements for Lifetime 
Membership was discussed and dismissed. No second was made. It 
was agreed though that notification of the requirements would be 
published in the Talkabout.

5. Bill Christensen submitted a letter (which was approved by the 
Board) regarding a request for a study in early detection of diabetes 
to be sent by the Corresponding Secretary. “I initiated this proposal at 
the June board meeting. At every Canine Health Committee meeting 
prior to the quarterly delegates’ meetings, the Canine Health Founda-
tion representative has stated that they need input from the parent 
clubs regarding research areas of interest to the particular clubs. They 
also say that if they issue an RFP and it is responded to with proposals 
of scientific merit, they can supplement the funding from the donor 
advised funds with funding from other sources. They also threaten to 
use the donor advised funds for general research purposes if parent 
clubs fail to let them know what their research interests are. The pur-
pose of this letter is to see if they mean what they say and stimulate 
some research of particular interest to our club but also of widespread 
interest to the fancy.”

Shila Nordone, Ph. D.
Chief Scientific Officer
Canine Health Foundation
P.O. Box 90061
Raleigh, NC 27675

Dear Dr. Nordone:
We understand that the focus of canine research is, to some extent, 
determined by the expressed needs of parent clubs. The Australian 
Terrier Club of America has identified adult-onset diabetes as a major 
medical concern of the club members. We devoted the education day 
at our 2013 National Specialty to a discussion of diabetes, conducted 
by Thomas K. Graves, Ph.D., D.V.M. At that time, given the relatively 
small size of the potential breeding population of Australian Terriers, 
Dr. Graves suggested that what would be of most value in our effort 
to reduce the prevalence of diabetes in the breed, would be the devel-
opment of an early test for the identification of a dog prone to diabe-
tes. In the past, we have funded research into the genetics of diabetes 
hoping that the identification of susceptibility marker genes might 
represent such a test. However, this approach has not been successful.

Dr. Graves suggested that since adult onset diabetes in dogs may well 
represent an auto-immune phenomenon, an immunologic test based 
on the detection of islet-cell antibodies might represent a more fruit-
ful approach.

The board of the Australian Terrier Club of America would like to re-
quest that the Canine Health Foundation issue a request for proposals 
in the area of a screening test for diabetes, most likely but not neces-
sarily immunologically based, which would be useful in identifying 
young dogs susceptible to the development of diabetes. The younger 
dogs, thus identified, might thus be excluded from breeding pro-
grams.

We would appreciate your consideration of our request and your 
recommendations for any other approach to the detection of a sus-
ceptibility to the development of diabetes at an age early enough to 
exclude these dogs from breeding programs.

To the extent possible, the Australian Terrier Club of American donor-
advised funds would be used for the support of research in this area, 
but we recognize that other funding sources may well be required 
given the scope of this research.

Miscellaneous Items

a. Sandra Weigle updated the Board on modification of the By-Laws 
regarding notification of membership applicants via e-mail to ATCA 
members. She is still communicating with AKC Club Relations on this 
subject.

b. The donation of $1,000 to support the AKC Disaster Relief Trailers. A 
check along with a form will be sent out.

c. Marilyn asked if the CHIC rebate was open to all or only for ATCA 
members. Teresa confirmed that it was open to all and not limited to 
ATCA members only. There are about 50 out of 100 rebates left. Kerrie 
and Teresa are working on putting out a notification regarding CHIC.

d. Committee heads as well as Officers are responsible for updating 
their duties, if needed. Updated duty guidelines are then sent to the 
VP for inclusion in “the Bible.” Darlene needs to update the Recording 
Secretary in regards to judge’s contract as it is the responsibility of the 
Treasurer.

e. Kerrie to distribute to the Board the National Specialty Guidelines.

f. Kreg brought up that we need to assign a new agent in New Jersey 
for ATCA. Alexa is going to contact Pat Zupan and if she agrees, then 
file the appropriate paperwork with the state of New Jersey.

g. Darlene requested a fiscal report and Kreg agreed to submit it.

Meeting adjourned at 9:34pm EDT
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q2 2014    
     

Animal                                                                               Date            New / Update    CHIC #               Reg #                          Owner

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
TN- cancer unknown type 12yo

LONGEVITY REPORT
TN-Cancer unknown type 7 yo

Black Back Firefly
Aristas Rocky Mountain High
Marble Arch The Corner Man
Aristas Million Dollar Baby
Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
Dunham Lake Gabriella Touched By An Angel
Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
Redsky Walk By Faith To Redwing
Firewalker’s Gryffindor Ginny
Marble Arch Dancing In The Moonlight
Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba
Temora Say It With Bacon
Temora Almost Famous

05/29/2014
05/29/2014
05/09/2014
05/29/2014
05/29/2014
05/29/2014
05/29/2014
05/09/2014
04/18/2014
05/01/2014
05/09/2014
05/23/2014
05/23/2014

Update
Update
Update
Update
Update
Update
Update

New
New
New
New
New
New

86978
88304
88746
89053
89054
91044
91045
96600
96691
97165
97344
97630
97631

RN13068501
RN17767701
RN22471901
RN23592601
RN23300601
RN19904105
RN22395201
RN23982004
RN23477505
RN23353105
RN25406601
RN25352101
RN25352102

Pamela C. Levy
Pamela C. Levy
Sandra M. Weigle
Pamela C. Levy
Pamela Levy
T Goiffon Ellie & Lydia Goiffon
T Goiffon Ellie & Lydia Goiffon
Susan Duncan & Elaine Strid
Grace M. Cartwright & R Hornby
Rita Farmer
S. Bachman & T. Schreeder
Julie M. Seaton & Zane Smith
Julie M. Seaton

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee
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It’s been more than six months since the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) began 
implementing new federal regulations that narrow the definition of 
“retail pet store”. Prior to this rule change, most small/hobby breeders 
were considered by the USDA to be retail pet stores and thus exempt 
from licensing and regulation under the federal Animal Welfare Act 
(AWA).

Although clarifications to some aspects of the regulation are still pending, 
breeders should be aware that the USDA is enforcing new regulations 
that require some previously exempt breeders to now become licensed by 
USDA as pet dealers.

The American Kennel Club expects responsible breeders to know, 
understand and obey the laws to which they are subject, and recom-
mends that anyone who has questions about whether they are sub-
ject to the licensing contact USDA APHIS directly at (301) 851-3751.

Background

The USDA’s purpose in creating the regulatory change was to license 
and regulate internet-based pet breeders and sellers under the federal 
AWA. The regulations also expanded USDA oversight of pet breeders 
to include people who maintain more than four “breeding females” of 
any species AND sell one pet “sight unseen.”

The American Kennel Club (AKC) shares the USDA’s concerns about 
substandard or unscrupulous pet dealers –including some that 
disguise themselves as rescue organizations—who mislead the public 
about the pets they sell. However, the AKC has also been concerned 
that the changes in the rule would unfairly subject many small-scale 
hobby breeders to the same requirements as large scale commercial 
breeding facilities. Although the rule provided exemptions for animals 
not sold as pets, it also potentially characterized and regulated many 
small breeders/hobbyists as commercial pet dealers because they 
breed an occasional litter and transfer even a single pet sight unseen 
to an approved home or participate in rescue activities.

To address these concerns, AKC worked with Congress to direct the 
USDA to clarify two key issues. The first is that a “breeding female” 
is one that is both capable of breeding and actively being used in a 
breeding program. The second is to exempt those that maintain more 
than four breeding females but do not transfer more than a “de mini-
mis” (minimal) number of pets sight unseen. USDA has been directed 
to prepare new regulatory language that further address these specif-
ics. The new language, which is expected within a year, will provide 
regulatory relief for some small hobby breeders but not change 
regulatory requirements for those who sell significant numbers of 
dogs online or sight unseen.

In the meantime, the USDA is enforcing the new regulations and 
expects breeders who are subject to licensing to contact the USDA 
and seek a licensing application packet. A general outline of whether 
you may be subject to licensing under the new rules is available from 
AKC Government Relations. For questions about your own particular 
situation, contact USDA directly.

AKC Communications   
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USDA Continues to Implement and Enforce New Pet Breeder Requirements

If you believe you may be subject to USDA licensing and regulation, here 
are a few important updates/items to consider.

•	 The USDA pre-licensing process allows for breeders to meet with 
inspectors and learn what they need to do—if anything—to 
bring their facility or those parts of their residence that house 
breeding animals into compliance. Click here to view a webinar 
on the pre-licensing process.

•	 Last week, the USDA released information regarding a new 
process for USDA inspected kennels who wish to appeal an item 
cited on their inspections report. The goal of the process is “to 
bring about quicker appeals resolutions, maintain consistency 
in the appeal process and ensure that subject matter experts are 
involved in reviewing each appeal”. For more information view a 
new USDA Fact Sheet on the appeals process or AKC’s legislative 
update.

•	 Facilities that are currently subject to licensing by the USDA must 
identify themselves and seek a pre-license inspection. Those who 
do so may continue to operate until their first pre-license inspec-
tion. However, they cannot continue to conduct a regulated 
activity if they are not in compliance after the first pre-license 
inspection.

•	 Breeders/Dealers who do not self-identify or seek a license but 
are found to be non-compliant will be subject to penalties with-
out the benefit of pre-license inspection. 

•	 USDA is continuing to identify breeders who may be subject to 
licensing through online resources, past USDA licensing records, 
the public complaint process and other venues.  The first contact 
from USDA to a breeder will be via mail, email or phone call.

•	 Breeders may use their mailing address as their official address 
on their licensing records.  The official address is the address that 
would be published. For its own records, USDA also requires an 
accurate address where the facility is located.

AKC Government Relations will continue to provide you updated in-
formation as more information becomes available. For more informa-
tion, visit AKC’s Regulatory Resource Center or contact USDA APHIS 
directly.

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/banner/help
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/banner/help


The United States 
Department of Agri-
culture’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (USDA 
APHIS) today released 
new regulations, 
effective November 
17, that will restrict 
the importation of 
puppies younger than 
6 months of age into 
the continental United 
States for the purpose 
of resale, research or 
veterinary treatment. 
The new regula-
tions do not restrict 
individuals who wish 
to import dogs they 
intend to keep for 
personal use, such as 
a pet or as part of a 

breeding program.

The AKC is pleased about the finalization of these regulations, which 
implement an amendment to the 2008 Farm Bill (Pub. L. 110-246/ 7 
U.S.C. 2148) supported and developed by the American Kennel Club 
and a number of other animal welfare groups. The rule addresses 
public health concerns about the large numbers of puppies that are 
imported with little oversight into the United States for the purpose of 
resale or adoption. The AKC supported and provided some remarks 
during the rule’s public comment in September - October 2011.

The rule is designed to assure the health and welfare of dogs that are 
imported into the US from overseas. In many cases, these animals 
come from unknown origins (strays or street dogs) or unregulated 
high volume commercial breeders and may pose health and tempera-
ment risks to both the human and canine populations they come into 
contact with. The measure is expected to curtail the ”dumping” of 
puppies from unknown origins or substandard breeding facilities on 
US markets, where in many cases they may be marketed as “rescues”.

Strong enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act is supported by the 
American Kennel Club and other animal welfare organizations who 
recognize that a large number of puppies are being bred overseas and 
imported into the United States in order to bypass the welfare regula-
tions and standards required of U.S. breeders. In many cases, irrespon-
sibly bred and undocumented foreign puppies end up at shelters, 
rescues or other informal or unregulated retail venues. Diseases borne 
by such animals can create public health risks for both animal and 
human populations.

What the Rule Does:

The new regulations allow for implementation of section 18 of the 
Animal Welfare Act (AWA), which “prohibits the importation of dogs 
into the United States for resale purposes, unless the Secretary deter-
mines that the dogs are in good health, have received all necessary 
vaccinations, and are at least 6 months of age.”

The regulations provide guidance needed by US Customs to prevent 
the continued “dumping” of unregulated foreign puppies for resale 
onto US markets. The underlying law (7 U.S.C. 2133) defines resale 
to include “any transfer of ownership or control of an imported dog 
of less than 6 months to another person, for more than de minimis 
consideration.”

The new rule further clarifies that USDA considers de minimis to have 
“the standard dictionary meaning, which, according to Merriam-
Webster is, ‘lacking significance or importance; so minor as to merit 
disregard.’” In most cases, adoption fees would not be considered de 
minimis; hence there is not a specific exemption for rescue dogs.

Similarly, the rule also clarifies that “consideration” means, “the induce-
ment to a contract or other legal transaction; specifically: An Act or 
forbearance or the promise thereof done or given by one party in 
return for the act or promise of another.’”

The rule does not consider that dogs imported for training as 
working or service dogs to be imported for the purposes of resale. 
Therefore, the rule will not apply to the importation of those types of 
dogs. APHIS recognizes that not all dogs that are imported for train-
ing purposes ultimately achieve their final training goals, and some 
may be subsequently transferred. However, APHIS also warns that if 
puppies are imported for working, personal use or other exempted 
categories, and “ it appears that a person is importing dogs for resale, 
research or veterinary treatment without meeting the requirements 
of the rule, [APHIS] may initiate an investigation and take appropriate 
action based on the results of that investigation.”

The new regulations do not restrict individuals who wish to import 
dogs they intend to keep for personal use, such as a pet or as part 
of a breeding program. The U.S. Centers for Diseases Control (CDC) 
govern importation of dog imported into the U.S. Although the 
CDC does not require general health certificates for pet dogs, many 
airlines, transporters and states do will require this information. Pets 
are also subject to inspection upon entry and dogs that do not have 
rabies certificates may be required to complete a period of confine-
ment , demonstrate proof of rabies immunization, or obtain a rabies 
vaccination prior to or upon arrival. For more information about 
importing a pet visit the US Centers for Disease Control website.

AKC Government Relations will continue to provide information and 
guidance regarding the implementation and impacts of this new rule.

AKC Communications   
New Federal Regulations Protect Canine Health and 

Restrict the Age of Puppies Imported for Resale
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WHAT IS A PERFORMANCE TITLE, REALLY?
Not just a brag, not just a stepping stone to a higher title, not just an adjunct to competitive scores: a title is 
a tribute to the dog that bears it. A way to honor the dog. An ultimate memorial. It will remain, in record and 
in memory, for about as long as anything in this world can remain. Few humans will do as well or better in 
that regard.

And though the dog itself doesn’t know or care that its achievements have been noted, a title says many 
things in the world of humans, where such things matter.

A title says that your dog was intelligent and adaptable and good natured. It says your dog loved you 
enough to do the things that please you, however crazy they may have sometime seemed.

And a title says that you loved your dog. That you loved to spend time with it because it was a good dog. 
That you believed in it enough to give it yet another chance when it failed. And that in the end, your faith 
was justified.

A title proves that your dog inspired you to that special relationship enjoyed by so few: that in a world of 
disposable creatures, this dog with a title was greatly loved and loved greatly in return.

And when that short life is over, the title remains as a memorial of the finest kind, the best you can give to a 
deserving friend, volumes of praise in one small set of letters after the name.

A title is nothing less than love and respect given and received and permanently recorded.

Sandy Mowry

WHAT IS ROM OR ROM-EX??
The initials ROM and ROM-EX stand for Register of Merit and Register of Merit-Excellent.  These are titles 
given by the Australian Terrier Club of America to dogs owned or bred by club members. The Australian Terri-
ers that have been given those initials are in an elite group of dogs that have produced enough champions 
to be awarded the title.  However, it also helps us as breeders to know that our breeding programs are mov-
ing in the right direction, breeding dogs that consistently produce quality within the breed.  The registry is 
also a history of our breed and a roadmap of quality within our pedigrees as it shows the many dogs that are 
top producers.  

In 1998 the ROM application procedures were simplified in order to encourage more club members to 
participate in the ROM program. On the following pages we have provided the ROM and ROM-EX Rules and 
Regulations with a short application form.  

Hopefully we will see an increase in club members applying for ROM and ROM-Ex in the next year!

Mike & Kendall Liga, ROM chairs
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ROM Guidelines
Effective November 20, 2012

General Requirements for ROM and ROM - Excellent
•	 ROM Awards are for ATCA members only.
•	 Applicants must be either a dog’s Breeder or Owner.
•	 ROM Certificates will be presented to both the Breeder and Owner if each is a member of ATCA
•	 ROM reports are due at the ROM Secretary’s office no later than March 31st of each year. Applications should be complete when submitted, 

that is, data for all 3 or 5 champions should accompany a single application for an ROM; all the qualifying wins, champions, etc. for an ROM-
Excellent should accompany a single application. Applications will not be accepted incomplete.

•	 Points for either ROM or ROM -Excellent are cumulative, but once the ROM-Excellent is achieved, no further points will be maintained by the 
ROM Secretary.

•	 Separate listings of Sires and Dams holding a ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be published annually, and dogs will be listed in alphabetical 
order.

•	 The ROM Secretary will mail certificates once a year.
•	 New recipient s of either the ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be recognized at the Annual Awards Banquet in conjunction with the ATCA  

National Specialty.
•	 Wins at only AKC licensed events are eligible to be counted for the ROM or ROM-Excellent titles.
•	 Offspring from frozen semen will be eligible in accumulating the necessary points for sires and dams, providing such offspring are duly 

registered with the AKC.

ROM Requirements
Dams of Merit: 3 AKC Champion Offspring
Sires of Merit: 5 AKC Champion Offspring

Verification of championships for each offspring and a 3-generation pedigree of the Sire or Dam being submitted for an ROM title must be sent 
to the ATCA ROM Secretary.

Championships are verified by one of 3 methods:
1. Providing a copy of the Championship certificate.
2. The issue (date and volume number) and page of the AKC Show results in which the championship is published.
3. An AKC printout of the show records of the offspring. 

 
ROM -Excellent Requirements
Dams of Merit :125 points and a minimum of 3 AKC Champion offspring
Sires of Merit: 250 points and a minimum of 5 AKC Champion offspring

Point System for ROM- Excellent
Group 1st  
Group 2nd 
Group 3rd 
Group 4th  
BIS 
National BISS 
National BOS 
National AOM
Regional BISS 
Regional BOS 
Regional AOM 
Champions 

ROM point additions:
National Select Dog: 15 pts
National Select Bitch: 15 pts
Regional Select Dog: 10 pts
Regional Select Bitch: 10 pts
National Specialty weekend Supported Entry BOB: 30 pts
National Specialty weekend Supported Entry BOS: 15 pts
National Specialty weekend Supported Entry Select Dog: 5 pts
National Specialty weekend Supported Entry Select Bitch: 5 pts
Grand Champion: 20 pts

Points are cumulative and can be compiled in any combination using Champion Offspring, Group Placements and BIS/BISS wins as long as 
the minimum point total is met or exceeded. As an example, if a dog won a Regional Specialty held in conjunction with an All Breed Club 
and then went on to win the group and BIS, it would earn points for its sire and dam for the Specialty win, group win, and Best in Show win. 
(40+20+20=80) Points can be accumulated and added to a Sire or Dam total after the initial award ROM. An application should not be submitted 
until it is complete.

20
15
10
5
20
50
25
10 (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
40
20
5 (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
10 each (including the 3 or 5 required for ROM)

Applications can be found on the ATCA website under the ‘Members’ section.



BOARD ACTION ON VERSATILITY AWARDS

2008 
Versatility Award will be awarded to dogs that have earned three AKC titles, and whose owner(s) are ATCA members. In the case of 
co-ownership, at least one owner must be an ATCA member. At least one AKC title must be earned after ATCA membership ap-
proval.  (Board Meeting May 2008)

2009 
Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of accomplishment in more 
than one AKC and/or Therapy Dog discipline during their lifetime. This Award is given to dogs that have earned three of the titles 
listed below. Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing of ATCA and at least one 
title must have been earned after ATCA membership approval. The Member must apply for this award through the Performance 
Awards Chairman. (Ballot 6, 3-28-09)

ATCA Versatility Award
(Rev July 2013)

Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of accomplishment in more 
than one AKC discipline during their lifetime. This Award is given to dogs that have earned AKC titles in three venues. Any Austra-
lian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing of ATCA and at least one title must have been earned 
after ATCA membership approval. ( The Member must apply for this award through the Performance Awards Chairman.) (Refer to 
Board Action 3-09) 

List of Disciplines eligible for awards:

AKC Agility AKC Earthdog
AKC Conformation 
AKC THD
AKC Obedience 
AKC Coursing Ability
AKC Rally Obedience
 AKC Canine Good Citizen
AKC Tracking

The Awards Committee will automatically award the Versatility and Versatility Excellent awards to dogs with the appropriate titles to 
qualify. The Committee may request any copies of the titles and/ or certificates if needed.

Awards will be presented at the annual banquet yearly and subsequently published in the Talkabout.

Photos and a brief biography of the dog’s accomplishments may be submitted to the Talkabout for printing, subject to the publication’s 
space availability.

The Versatile Dog Award requires a total of 3 single points earned across three areas of competition.

The Versatile Dog Excellent requires 8 additional points earned in at least two areas of competition
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ATCA Versatility Awards Table

The actual award will be a wooden plaque with the ATCA logo and the dog and member’s name, titles, and year 
presented.



Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust “) 

a 501 (3) (c) tax-deductible trust focused on health and educa-
tion for the benefit of Australian Terriers

Did you know……

Planned Giving 
Planned giving, sometimes referred to as gift planning, may be de-
fined as a method of supporting non-profits and charities that enables 
you to make a larger gift than you could make from your annual 
income. While some planned gifts currently provide a life-long income 
to the donar, others use estate and tax planning techniques to provide 
for charity and other heirs in ways that maximize the gift and/or mini-
mize its impact on the donor’s estate.
Thus, by definition, a planned gift is any major gift, made in lifetime or 
at death as part of a donor’s overall financial and/or estate planning.
By contrast, gifts to the annual fund or for membership dues are made 
from a donor’s discretionary income, and while they may be budgeted 
for, they are not planned.
Whether a donor uses cash, appreciated securities/stock, real estate, 
artwork, personal property, life insurance, a retirement plan, etc., the 
benefits of funding a planned gift can make this type of charitable giv-
ing very attractive to both donor and charity (like the AusTTrust) .
For specific, commonly asked questions on planned gifts, or gift plan-
ning in general, contact your tax specialist. 

What are the 3 types of planned gifts?
•	 First, outright gifts that use appreciated assets as a substitute for 

cash;
•	 Second, gifts that return income or other financial benefits to the 

donor in return for the contribution;
•	 Third, gifts payable upon the donor’s death.

Have you ever wished you could support your favorite cause but felt 
you couldn’t afford it?

Planned giving gifts, give all of us the opportunity to look at the vari-
ous ways one can leave money to the AusTTrust

Financial advisors call these creative techniques “planned gifts,” 
because with thoughtful planning, you can turn personal giving chal-
lenges into win-win solutions for you and for us.

So whether you want to make a gift that costs you nothing during 
your lifetime, or a gift that gives you guaranteed income for life, there 
are ways to make this happen with careful planning with your tax and 
financial advisors.

Where to Begin?
First, keep reminding yourself that you don’t have to be wealthy to 
make a significant gift to the AusTTrust 

Second, begin exploring your options and asking questions. You will 
be pleased at the opportunities that abound.

Third, popular giving Arrangements that are used are; Life Insurance; 
Retirement plan; Stock and Appreciated Assets. Take the time to 
explore these options.

Finally; Ask your Tax advisor about just how to make this work for you 
while giving a gift to the AusTTrust.  

 

AusTTrust - Donation Form 

Donations to the AusTTrust identifies and defines you as a con-
cerned supporter who understands that health and education are 
so very important to our breed. 
 
PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Trust will be to promote the welfare of the 
Australian Terrier breed and will be accomplished by, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 

 Support canine medical research with an emphasis on 
health issues that affect Australian Terriers. 

 

 Promote education on the proper care, treatment, breeding, 
health, development and training of Australian Terriers, 
and foster and promote the public's knowledge and appre-
ciation of dogs in general and Australian Terriers in 
particular. 

 

Every donation is tax deductible as allowed by law since the 
trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization. 
The AusTTrust is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees. 
Contact Kreg Hill, Chairman of the AusTTrust, if you have any 
questions. (505) 450-3400/kreg@kreghill.com. 
 
Name _____________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip _______________________________  
 
Phone ____________ Email ____________________  

 
 With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend 

of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 
2014 you will also receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future 
annual donation you will receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

 Donation in Honor/Memory of __________________  
 

 Planned Giving 
 
 Please mail to: ATCA for the AusTTrust 

 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
Or PayPal on the ATCA Website 

http://www.australianterrier.org/DONATE.html  

 

 

 

 

AusTTrust - Donation Form 

Donations to the AusTTrust identifies and defines you as a con-
cerned supporter who understands that health and education are 
so very important to our breed. 
 
PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Trust will be to promote the welfare of the 
Australian Terrier breed and will be accomplished by, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 

 Support canine medical research with an emphasis on 
health issues that affect Australian Terriers. 

 

 Promote education on the proper care, treatment, breeding, 
health, development and training of Australian Terriers, 
and foster and promote the public's knowledge and appre-
ciation of dogs in general and Australian Terriers in 
particular. 

 

Every donation is tax deductible as allowed by law since the 
trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization. 
The AusTTrust is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees. 
Contact Kreg Hill, Chairman of the AusTTrust, if you have any 
questions. (505) 450-3400/kreg@kreghill.com. 
 
Name  ____________________________________  
 
Address ___________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip ______________________________  
 
Phone ____________ Email ____________________  

 
 With a donation of $100 or more you will received a “Friend 

of Aussies” Recognition Label Pin. If the donation is received in 
2014 you will also receive a “Founder’s Shingle”. For every future 
annual donation you will receive an “Annual Shingle”. 
 

 Donation in Honor/Memory of _________________  
 

 Planned Giving 
 
 Please mail to:  ATCA for the AusTTrust 

 255 N El Cielo Rd Suite 140-274, Palm Springs CA 92262-6974 
Or PayPal on the ATCA Website 

http://www.australianterrier.org/DONATE.html 
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It is hard to believe that this year is almost over! Where does the 
time fly?!

Starting next year we will have some new and exciting additions 
to the magazine. Hopefully this will take it up another ‘notch’ or 
two or three.... 

As with most magazine formats that have hard copies, the online 
digital goes up AFTER the hard copies are mailed. Starting next 
year, we will be doing the same. Does this mean a delay in get-
ting your online copy? No, it means we will be working harder 
to get the hard copy done and printed and mailed before the 
deadline, and THEN putting up the online edition.

I have to thank the judges at this time for all their participation 
and input with each issue. Between the ‘Judge’s Corner’ and the 
“Judges Comment’, you have gone above and beyond not only 
providing your thoughts, but HELPING us to be better in the ring 
and outside the ring. So THANK YOU! 

In Issue 1, 2014 I made the comment on our Juniors  and how 
in 2013 we had 3 Juniors in the breed. Happy to say that when I 
checked the stats through July 2014 (Canine Chronicle) we have 
6!  Yes SIX Juniors who have shown Australian Terriers! 

YEAH Juniors!  

This is GREAT news for us and our breed to have doubled the 
number of Juniors showing from 2013!

Keep up the good work!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor

etter from the EditorL
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We have a few recommendations for those of you who are thinking 
about becoming breeders. These are our “rules of thumb”.

•	 Don’t plan to make a profit from breeding.
•	 Don’t work so hard to get a single breed characteristic that you 

lose other good characteristics.
•	 Don’t breed to a dog that can’t potentially help you.
•	 Don’t breed to bad temperaments.
•	 Don’t breed to known health issues.
•	 Know that genetic surprises happen even with the best planned 

breeding.
•	 Don’t think your dogs are better than another breeder’s. That is 

the kiss of death.
•	 Know our breed standard.
•	 Ask experienced breeders to “go over” your dogs and watch them 

move.
•	 Always health test all breeding stock.
•	 Donate to Rescue and the Health Fund.

We have been active in ATCA through the years taking on a variety of 
jobs. Being an active part of our Club is not only an obligation but a 
pleasure as well. We urge others who have not done that to do your 
part too. It takes all of us to build a strong and lasting Club. And the 
good news is that you will find it rewarding.

Michael Langham has joined us and is now a part of Ryba. So now 
instead of a partnership, we are a team. We welcome him because he 
is wonderful, helpful and willing to take Petie and me on for better or 
worse.

Petie and I are now considered old long time breeders. We don’t mind 
that. It has been a great experience and a long run and because we 
have more to learn, you will be seeing us around for some time to 
come.

Teresa Schreeder (Petie) and I are Ryba and have been for 25 years. I 
will only tell you that Petie was 25 years old when we started. Enough 
said on that subject. Somewhere in there I was running a commercial 
kennel following my retirement and Petie was getting her Physical 
Therapy degree so several years passed with no breeding or showing 
of dogs. In fact I had only one bitch left to breed when we started to 
think about getting back to “being in“ Aussies. The partnership has 
worked well. Petie handles the dogs beautifully and I help out when I 
can. She also does the grooming and I help out when I can. I plan the 
breedings, whelp and raise the puppies and Petie helps out when she 
can.

Eleven years ago Petie and I were living across town from each other 
in Martinez, CA when we decided to look for some property outside 
the San Francisco Bay area where we could raise Aussies. What started 
out to be a modest project of planning for 5 acres turned out to be a 
more than modest 45 acres in Vacaville, CA. With some remodeling 
and building, we created a place for our dogs. We are currently turning 
weedy, rocky terrain in to a very large dog yard. The fencing must be 
rattlesnake proof.

We haven’t bred a litter for three years. We took the easy way out and 
bought puppies. If you haven’t tried that as a breeder, think about it. It 
is a lot less work.

Meet the Members
We would like to introduce you to the owners of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  
This month, our cover was reserved by Sue Bachman, a member of the ATCA since 1988 &  

Teresa (Petie) Schreeder, a member of the ATCA since 1998. 
Thank you both for sharing with us!



Futurity FYI for 2015

STEP 1: Nominate your new moms or potential new moms and submit 
fees (Bitch Nomination form attached or on the ATCA website). $50

Once the puppies are born

STEP 2: Nominate the litter and submit fees (Litter Nomination form 
ATCA website). $25

Choose a National Specialty you want to show your new puppy at any 
time between 6 months and 24 months, Champion or not.

STEP 3: Puppy Nomination form and submit fees (Puppy Nomination 
form ATCA website). $10

STEP 4: LAST thing, enter your puppy at the National Specialty in an 
ADDITIONAL CLASS category for the futurity and submit the fee for 
the class to the superintendent.

The next generation of Australian Terriers will arrive 
in Chattanooga TN September 2015

*forms will be available on the ATCA website in the near future

18                                                                                         



The STANDARD broken down                                                           

Hindquarters-  Strong; legs well angulated at the stifles and hocks, short and perpendicular from the hocks to 
the ground. Upper and lower thighs are well muscled. Viewed from behind the rear legs are straight from the 
hip joints to the ground and in the same plane as the forelegs. 
Faults: Lack of muscular development or excessive muscularity.

Correct

This issue we will focus on: 
                                                 The Hindquarters of the Aussie

Correct Incorrect 
Too Wide

Incorrect 
Too Close
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Note how length and angles of bones give 
width and substance to hindquarters.

Incorrect
Straight stifle, hock too far 
off ground. Note resultant 

lack of width & substance of 
rear quarter.

Incorrect
Sickle hock

Incorrect 
Cow Hocked

Incorrect 
Bowed Rear
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Pets Pose Major Benefits to Humans, 
Children Included

And yet all the information the AAP gave to the author of this article 
was to scare (besides the agenda to end pet ownership that is) and to 
push VACCINES – for the children AND the pets! Oh yes, let’s not let a 
cat scratch your child but instead pump him full of drugs and vaccines 
that are causing things like autism and horrible allergic reactions and 
even death. God forbid that children should have any pet to learn re-
sponsibility, unconditional love and to build up NATURAL immunities.

And worse, do it in the illusory political fictional promise of safety so 
that parents buy it hook, line and sinker. Pun intended! The medical 
community would do well to go back and read the roots of their pro-
fession of which Nature was and still should be the major influence.

Let me just first put this all into some perspective so we can totally 
dismantle this nonsensical thinking that the technical, mechanistic 
drug machine is putting forth as truth – when in all reality it is laden 
with propaganda which is par for the course.

When I was growing up if someone had 
written something this ludicrous our parents 
would’ve laughed and ignored it. How else 
do we build our immune systems UNLESS 
they come into contact with germs?

A quote by Louis Pasteur – whom all 
allopathic medicine seems to thrust their 
ideology upon – said in his later years (the 

one quote the medical profession loves to ignore by the way) “‘The 
microbe is nothing, the terrain everything“. Which means the body 
itself is the issue, NOT the germ!

In some fairness the article said to keep proper hygiene but don’t go 
overboard with that either. Use soap, and wash your hands. You don’t 
need antibacterial soap – that is causing more problems than it helps.

That’s all my parents told us when we were kids – “go wash your hands 
before supper”. Sometimes it was “wash your face and hands” because 
my goodness children were allowed to play outside and even get dirty 
back then. And our dogs and cats were out there with us. Horrors!

And we held our gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, mice and played with 
them! Oh no! And what about those farm children who handle baby 
chickens? Salmonella??? No, no salmonella.

Did you know that ALL of us have good bacteria AND bad bacteria 
in our intestinal tracts? Did you also know that if the body is healthy 
the good bacteria is approximately 80% and the bad bacteria is 20%? 
What does the bad bacteria consist of? Salmonella, e. coli, and other 
SCARY microbes!

There is a proper balance in the body that comes through first sup-
porting the immune system with a foundation of good nutrition – and 
I’m not talking about that ridiculous food pyramid either. But REAL 
nutrition.

And yes some of those diseases are pretty serious and can infect 
humans. But we can infect animals too and you don’t see our pets 
avoiding us.

Recently a news article was brought to my attention entitled 8 Pets 
That Pose Major Health Threats to Kids – which is why I named this 
article in response to this most preposterous nonsense put forth by 
none other than the Academy of American Pediatrics.

The information wasn’t provided by someone 
in animal science or the veterinary profession 
but by pediatricians! My initial reaction to the 
information in this article was: LIVID! I know 
this country has gone stark raving mad when 
this sort of lunacy is perpetrated under the 
guise of “safety”. I am utterly disgusted with 
this political push for safety which translated 
means: FORCE. Force you to surrender all your 
personal power so we can control you.

And the push to control everything about animals has been a constant 
and consistent onslaught. And now this. Telling parents that children 
are at risk when they own and interact with the following animals – 
they may as well have included the kitchen sink:

1. Reptiles – because they might all carry salmonella and cause 
digestive problems for children.

2. Hamsters – again because they might carry salmonella and also 
a virus called lymphocytic choriomeningitis that can cause brain 
inflammation and lead to permanent brain damage.

3. Hedgehogs – you guessed it, because they might carry  
SALMONELLA!

4. Monkeys – might carry herpes, meningitis, TB
5. Baby chickens – might carry salmonella
6. Ferrets – could bite. When ferrets attack: a new TV show
7. Prairie dogs – could carry tuleremia a flulike illness
8. African Gambian rats – might carry monkeypox
9. Big cats, raccoons and other wild animals – because they’re wild 

animals they may be too dangerous
10. Fish – could carry mycobacterial infections
11. Dogs and cats and pets OH MY! – could carry or transfer parasites, 

or cat scratch fever, bites, scratches, ticks, fleas…JOY?

I guess first of all they can’t count. Second of all it sounds like someone 
from the animal rights movement pushing to FORCE people to stop 
having ALL pets, especially exotics. And of course kids MUST not have 
ANY contact of ANY kind with ANYTHING that COULD make them sick.

by Kim Bloomer C.V.N.D., N.D
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My dad’s family had every kind of farm animal – and we even touched 
the baby chickens and ducks (HORRORS) – and held them and did not 
get salmonella. Animals were raised NATURALLY then. They weren’t 
loaded with antibiotics, vaccines, and hormones which is making 
them sicker rather than safer and healthier nowadays.

We ate REAL food not all this 
processed junk loaded with MSG, 
corn syrup and genetically modi-
fied. So we were healthier children. 
And better behaved without all the 
excitotoxins that is in all processed 
foods everyone is eating these days 
muddling minds.

And we certainly didn’t hear our 
pediatrician tell us not to have pets 
or to beware of them. In fact, he 
left the job of pets and animals up 
to the experts – the owners! And 
sometimes the veterinarian. He 
didn’t presume because he was 
our doctor he knew all there was to 
know about ALL species just because he was at the perceived top of 
the food chain.

We caught lizards and held them and played with them – the little 
boys caught snakes and frogs and chased girls with them. We grew 
up healthy and far safer than the children of today who are isolated in 
their bedrooms playing video games, drinking sodas, eating micro-
wave meals, with drugs to “fix” behavior issues and vaccines to sup-
posedly thwart ALL encounters with ANY possible microbe.

We had cuts, scrapes, bumps, bee, wasp and ant stings, which we 
wore proudly – along with the band-aids we sometimes got – like the 
badges of honor of childhood. We romped and played with our dogs 
by our sides licking our faces, play biting our hands, playing ball and 
all the fun things childhood ought to be.

We played with our cats and they did scratch and sometimes bite us to 
teach us how to better respect their position as a cat.

Our guinea pigs, rabbits, rats, mice, gerbils and hamsters allowed us 
to hold them and carry them around and sometimes they bit us too! 
And we did not get sick, but we sure did learn to respect these little 
creatures!

We even ate dirt and mud pies just to see how it would taste AND to 
get dirty! We learned it didn’t taste very good and we did not get sick. 
Most importantly we had fun!

We cleaned out fish tanks and marveled at the lives we watched 
within those tanks. And we learned.

We learned about life, respect, honor, courage, integrity, caring, loy-
alty, responsibility and most of all love.

I’m glad I grew up when I did. And that animals played an integral role 
in our lives – in mine they still do. And all we did was wash our hands 
and eat REAL food! What a marvelous, healthy, MAJOR benefit these 
animals were and are to ALL of us!

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Dr Kim Bloomer
http://aspenbloompetcare.com

And yes animals can and do bite – they are animals after all. Children 
can and do bite also!

It would behoove parents to do their homework on each pet BEFORE 
bringing them home. And do that homework WITH their children so 
EVERYONE in the family will understand the nature of that animal and 
what it needs to thrive. Then the biting, health issues and a world of 
other problems will be alleviated.

Bites and zoonotic diseases (illnesses transmittable from human to an-
imal and vice versa) happen because people are so clueless nowadays 
to the needs and nature of the animals they bring home. They bring 
them home because they are “cool” or “cute” instead of understanding 
and knowing about the animals first.

We were required to learn about any pet before we brought it home. 
My colleague and very good friend, veterinary naturopath, Dr. Jeannie 
Thomason, said she had to learn all about the anatomy, physiology, 
nutrition, etc, before she was allowed to have the horse she so wanted 
to have. And all these years later we both are still learning about ani-
mals – AND from them, which to me is even more important.

We owe our pets and animals that much.

But to have pediatricians put out information such as this is just plain 
ludicrous. We are educating against these “annual” vaccines that do so 
much damage to animals only to have these pediatricians say to make 
certain pets have these annual vaccines as if that is the end-all be-all 
solution to all life’s little challenges.

And it also sounded like an animal rights solution. Make people afraid 
to own animals so they won’t own animals. It works, IF you buy into 
their propaganda machine.

I had guinea pigs, hamsters, gerbils, dogs, cats, and fish at home when 
I was growing up and my animals NEVER made me sick. We were 
responsible for the care, training and cleaning up of our pets. It taught 
us responsibility.

Our dogs and cats were loyal which taught us about love, kindness 
and not judging others.

And back then we didn’t vaccinate everything that walked and 
crawled either. We drank raw milk and ate unpasteurized foods and 
gee we not only prevailed we were healthy!

We did wash our hands, that was a given.

http://aspenbloompetcare.com


My general feeling from my judging experience is that fronts are the 
area most in need of improvement.  Overall attention needs to be paid 
to have the proper keel, straight front legs and long shoulder blades 
that are similar in length to the upper arm.

I judge throughout the country and see dogs I like in all locations but 
never in any numbers.

I look for a well-made dog with the proper movement and topline.  
Front construction is most important to me. The alert keen expression 
and ears are a breed hallmark to me.

Blue and Tan coats are difficult for a non-breeder to interpret.  In 
breeds where I have had more experience with blue color I note that 
with age the coat tends to show more of the blue.  I do look for some 
blue color as I judge.  If I had equal dogs I would always put up the 
one I felt had the most proper blue color.  Equal almost never happens 
and I find that I have opted to put up dogs with the best construction 
and movement and only minimal blue color over ideal color but lesser 
made dogs.  I have no preference of Sandy or Blue and Tan.

My advice on presentation is:  Let them be natural.  I don’t like dogs 
pushed and pulled together like robots.  Loose leads and letting the 
dog look at whatever he wants in whatever direction he wants is fine.

Judge Terry Stacy has been approved to judge our breed since  
November 2005.

Thank you for choosing me to reply to your survey.  First let me say 
I have been an admirer of your breed for many years and during my 
tenure as an officer of AKC I was pleased to have met and conversed 
with Mrs. Milton Fox and her handler Charles Deer.  They came into our 
office to discuss the standard and participate in reformatting.  What I 
recall most was their passion for the breed and desire to improve and 
protect quality.

I have been a judge since 1994 and a participant in many different 
phases of the dog sport since I started as a Jr. Handler in 1953 and 
bred my first Cocker Spaniel Champions in 1955.

I enjoy judging Australian Terriers because of their alert expressions 
and bond with their owners or handler. This is what I like most.

I am not a person to recall names of dogs but I have admired several 
in my experience. I do believe the presentation has improved over the 
years.  I credit this to dedicated breeders who pass on their knowl-
edge.

 
The Judge’s Corner

Our guest judge this issue is Terry Stacy from Chapel Hill, NC
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Halloween Safety
for Dogs                  

Halloween can be a fun time of year for the whole family - even your 
dog. However, there are also many potential dangers and sources of 
stress for your dog. Just remember to keep your dog safe from these 
Halloween hazards.

Halloween Candy and Other Treats
Remember that human treats are not usually good for dogs! Candy - 
especially chocolate - can be extremely toxic to your dog. Artificially 
sweetened candy, gum and other goodies may also contain xylitol, a 
highly toxic substance. Dogs may also ingest food wrappers, causing 
a risk of choking, upset stomach or gastrointestinal blockage. Various 
party snacks can be too salty and may contain ingredients that can 
poison your dog. Alcoholic beverages and dogs do not mix - they 
pose a significant risk of severe illness or even death! Keep all of these 
“human goodies” far out of your dog’s reach. If you are not positive 
that you can keep your dog away from these hazards, then consider 
confining your pet to another area of your home during the festivities. 
Keeping appropriate dog treats around for your dog can be a great 
idea, but remember not to overfeed. Sliced carrots or apples (hold the 
caramel) can be tasty and healthy snack alternatives for people and 
dogs alike!

Halloween Costumes for Dogs
Some dogs really enjoy getting dressed in costumes - they might 
ham it up and revel in the attention. Other dogs can become scared 
or uncomfortable in clothing of any type. If you want to dress your 
dog up, start simple and see how she handles it. If she does not like 
it, then don’t push the issue. Try a Halloween bandanna or collar 
instead. If your dog does seem to enjoy getting dressed up, be certain 
you choose a costume that fits comfortably. If it is too tight, it could 
cut off circulation or cause sores to 
develop. Loose-fitting outfits can trip 
your dog or get caught on objects 
around the house. Because of these 
potential dangers, never leave your 
dog unattended in the costume. She 
could become injured or may ingest 
parts of the costume and choke, 
become sick, or develop gastrointes-
tinal blockage. 

Trick-or-Treaters and other Guests
Though many dogs love visitors, some can 
become fearful of strangers. Many dogs will 
even be afraid of people they know if those 
people are in costumes. Plus, constant 
ringing of the doorbell might get your dog 
over-excited or very stressed out. Think 
about your dog’s typical reaction to visitors 
and take extra precautions for Halloween. 
Keep your dog at a distance when greeting 
trick-or-treaters by putting up an baby gate 

or confining her to another area of the home. When inviting guests 
into your home, introduce them to your dog in a positive manner. If 
your dog seems afraid of guests in costumes, remove her from the 
situation calmly. During parties and loud gatherings, your dog might 
do best in another area of your home unless she is used to these types 
of events and has done well in the past.

In every issue we will present establishments across the USA 
that allow dogs. They will have something special to offer for 
those traveling,  or if you live in the area, a place you may not 
have known about......

www.frontporchtallahassee.com
1215 Thomasville Road
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
(850) 521-5821

The Front Porch restaurant, located in Midtown Tallahassee, Fla., 
presents fresh, locally sourced seafood amid an upscale, casual 
atmosphere. Developed by Hunter & Harp Hospitality, The Front Porch 
brings an unexpected culinary offering to the famed location where 
Southern hospitality has abounded for years, providing an unmatched 
experience for diners and foodies alike. Neighbored by stylish shops 
and hip nightlife, The Front Porch acts as the central hub for adventur-
ous outings, delivering exceptional cuisine with gracious service and 
contemporary comfort.

The Front Porch boasts a dynamic menu of delectable seafood dishes, 
several of which are infused with Portuguese elements. In addition 
to a wide variety of high-quality fish, diners enjoy crisp salads, fresh, 
handmade pasta, premium cuts of beef and tempting desserts. The 
popular make-your-own ceviche offers a choice of fresh snapper, tuna, 
scallop, shrimp or salmon.
 
Chef specialties include Lobster Cannelloni with asparagus tips,  
shiitake mushrooms, tomato confit, lobster brood; Portuguese-style 
pork and clams with crispy potatoes, smoked paprika, garlic and cilan-
tro; fisherman’s risotto with San Marzano tomatoes, calamari, mussels, 
clams, grilled shrimp and scallops; and Seared Magret Duck Breast 
with grilled romaine hearts, polenta fries and mostarda di Cremona.

From the porch you can watch the shrimp boats roll into town. Well-
behaved, leashed dogs are welcome. The Porch is open for dinner on 
weekdays and brunch through dinner on weekends. There is a doggy 
happy hour (Yappy Hour) on Thursdays from 6 to 9 pm.

Must
Love Dogs...

www.FrontPorchTally.com
http://www.frontporchtallahassee.com
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Diagnosing Diabetes

Diabetes is relatively easy to diagnose in dogs. A test is done to 
measure the amount of glucose, or sugar, present in either the blood 
or the urine. The normal blood glucose value is 75-120 mg/dL. In dogs 
with diabetes this number will be much higher.

Treating Diabetes

Although there is currently no cure for diabetes it is a very treatable 
disease and by following a strict schedule a dog can live a happy, 
normal life. Long term success for treating diabetes is dependent 
upon the owner. To control diabetes diet and insulin are important. 
Replacement insulin is normally given in the form of an injection un-
der the skin. There are many choices as to which replacement insulin 
you can use. Your veterinarian can help you determine what the best 
choice is for your dog. Insulin injections are given either once or twice 
a day at meal time. There is no common dose of insulin for all dogs. 
To start out the dog will be put on a base dose but monitoring of the 
blood sugar will be done routinely to determine the correct dose for 
each individual dog. In addition to insulin, diet is important in the 
treatment of diabetes. A diet high in fiber and complex carbohydrates 
is recommended for dogs, though a specific diet will be determined 
by your veterinarian. It is important to stick to the diet strictly avoiding 
certain treats and table scraps; doing this will help keep blood glucose 
levels stable. Once a dog is regulated their levels should continue to 
be checked every 4 to 6 months to verify that the current treatment is 
still working for the dog.

Care for Dogs with Diabetes

If your dog has been diagnosed with diabetes mellitus you, as the 
owner, are the most important part of your dog’s treatment. Diabetes 
is a disease that requires consistency for treatments to be successful. 
The correct amount of insulin must be given at the right intervals and 
done so at the same time each day. The dog’s diet is strict and any de-
viations from it can lead to high or low blood sugar levels. By adminis-
tering medications and keeping to the diet you will be able to let your 
dog lead a happy, normal life even with diabetes.

For more information, visit the AKC Canine Health Foundation website: 
http://www.akcchf.org

Diabetes Mellitus

Diabetes mellitus is a condition where the body has a deficiency of the 
hormone insulin or the body is insensitive to the insulin it produces. 
Insulin is a hormone which allows glucose to be taken up by the body 
and used as an energy source. It is produced in the pancreas by islet 
cells. In diabetes the most common reason for an insulin deficiency is 
the destruction of the islet cells. The result of improper insulin produc-
tion, is that the dog will have hyperglycemia, or high blood sugar. It 
is normally a long term disorder that will need life long treatment. 
Diabetes is seen mostly in middle-aged to older dogs, but dogs of any 
age can acquire the disease. Females are almost twice as likely to be 
affected compared to males.

Causes of Diabetes

There is not a specific known cause of diabetes but there are many 
conditions which predispose dogs to acquiring the disorder. Dogs that 
have had previous inflammation of the pancreas are at a greater risk to 
develop the condition than those who have not. Also overweight dogs 
are at risk. In some cases diabetes can be genetic in nature so knowing 
the health history of your dog’s relatives is important.

Preventing Diabetes

In the absence of a genetic test, prevention of diabetes in dogs in-
cludes preventing pancreatitis, and avoiding obesity and periodontal 
disease.

Symptoms of Diabetes

The symptoms of diabetes are fairly general. The most common sign 
is frequent and large amounts of urine being passed. An excessive 
amount of sugar in the blood leads to sugar in the urine. To compen-
sate for this the urine is diluted leading to high volumes of urine being 
excreted. Another sign closely related to this is the dog drinking large 
amounts of water. Because they are excreting high volumes of urine 
a lot of water is needed to keep them hydrated. The dog may also act 
very hungry. This is because they are not able to absorb the carbohy-
drates in their food to use as energy. If the diabetes is in the late stages 
and not diagnosed, or poorly controlled, cataracts may form.

Vet News
You Can Use...

http://www.akcchf.org


Australian Terrier Rescue
This issue ATR is featuring recent responses from three of our adoptive 
families.

Ariel & Gus

I was looking at the ATR website tonight and realized I may never have 
sent you a picture of Ariel or a status.  As you remember, we adopted 
her in 2012.  She is a wonderful 
dog who is my constant com-
panion.   I appreciate all of the 
good work you do on behalf of 
homeless Aussies.  Also, I am 
indebted to you and ATR for 
providing me with two com-
panions that have improved 
my life and that of my family.   

Gus is an adopted dog who 
became diabetic and sub-
sequently lost his sight to 
cataracts.  Successful cataract 
surgery was done. Gus went 
through his second checkup 
with flying colors.  His pres-
sures were excellent and there 
was no sign of inflammation.

The true verification of Gus’s sight came early a few mornings ago.  He 
raised his head up off the 
bed and started growling.  
There was a turtle dove on 
the wood fence outside 
our bedroom window.  We 
couldn’t remember the last 
time he did that.  Never-
theless it was proof that he 
can see and can see well.  
Isn’t that wonderful??  His 
quality of life will be what 
it should be for years to 
come. 

It is hard to write words 
that truly express one’s 
thought when it comes to 
saying “Thank You.”  With 
the help of Sherrill Yates 
and the Aussie Rescue 
board we were able to 

adopt him.  I’m sure somewhere along the application process the 
question was asked “Will they provide a good home?” We think it is ap-
propriate to turn it around.  “Choctaw,” now “Gus” helps provide a good 
home!  

I can only say with tears in our eyes, we thank you for your support of 
Gus.  From the bottom of our hearts, we appreciate it.  

Jimmy

Jimmy was a special needs dog with early onset cataracts whose 
owner could no longer care for him.

I am getting Mom to write a note for me as I am resting after my sup-
per and watching Antiques Road Show.  We celebrated our 2nd 
anniversary together on July 17th.  We’re so happy.  We love each other 
so much.  Dad cooked pork chops for our 2nd anniversary dinner.  I 
have got them well trained. 

In the morning now that it is summertime I bark once at 5 AM and one 
of them escorts me to the fenced back yard for a potty break.  Then 
we go back into the house and get my other parent up.  We’re usually 
at one of the walking tracks by 6 AM for our one mile walk.  We take a 
ride in the car daily.  I have to ride in the back seat buckled into my seat 
belt but I can still see 
everything.

I continue with my 
eye drops daily and 
Mom & Dad have not 
missed one dose in 
2 years.  My ophthal-
mologist is so pleased 
that she now says 3 
years after my bilat-
eral cataract surgery 
I can stop one of my 
3 eye drops.  Hooray.  Although that means 1 less bit of peanut butter 
for me daily as Mom and Dad give me a little bitty bite after each eye 
drop.  I would probably let them put drops in my eyes even without 
the peanut butter but I will not divulge that secret.  

Thanks so much to the ATR for helping me find the right home and 
helping Mom and Dad find the right boy, me. 
 

ATR needs more short-term foster homes around the country.  

We are getting requests for help from senior owners with senior dogs, 
and requests to help more special needs dogs.  

The Internet, email, Facebook, Petfinders, Rescue Me, and public and 
private facilities are bringing more and more dogs to our attention.  

Some dogs need a safe place to stay on short notice and ATR could help 
more dogs if there were more foster homes.
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WE ASKED, They Answered,
The Judges Comment....
As Breeders & Exhibitors spending precious dollars per year for that 
coveted ribbon to show that our hard work paid off, we often wonder 
what the judges think? So, we decided to ask!

Question:
Most times you see the Australian Terrier in the ring with the 
owner vs the handler. Do you find that is a plus or a minus on the 
group level?

Why would it make a difference if I am there to judge THE DOGS?  The 
professional handlers MAY present the dogs in better condition but 
that is NOT always the case.  There are many Aussie exhibitors who 
know how to present their dogs in magnificent condition and they are 
less likely to use any “enhancements”!
 - Ken McDermott

Personally it makes no difference for me - it is the dog that matters. 
A good dog, in good condition, and decently presented - that’s what 
matters.
- Linda More

Are you asking if having a dog handled in the group by a professional 
is a plus?  Of course it is, unless the owner is an experienced exhibitor 
and the dog is a really good example of the breed.   You cannot lump 
all owner-handlers together.  Some are outstanding and others are 
not.   The perceived  problem is that with this breed being so under-
represented, the chances of finding an outstanding dog with anyone 
are slim and there’s no doubt that professional handlers make dogs 
look their best.  When a really good dog does come upon the scene, 
those owners tend to hire handlers because they don’t believe they 
can win any other way.  It then becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.   The 
complaints I’ve heard usually come from owner-handlers who are not 
particularly competent and who have dogs that are, at best, mediocre. 
 
For example, this past weekend I put up owner-handlers first & second 
in another group.  Third & fourth went to deserving handlers’ dogs.  
The first & second place winners were outstanding examples of their 
respective breeds, and both exhibitors were totally competent.   The 
difference may be due, in part, to the fact that these two breeds are 
extremely competitive, with numerous entries and lots of grooming 
required.  Therefore, those exhibitors probably get lots more experi-
ence every year, than exhibitors in a breed like as Aussies, which often 
are not present, nor even entered.
- Kathy Grosso

For me, it is totally irrelevant who is on the end of the leash. In fact I’ve 
heard that some pro handlers regard me as ‘unreliable’ (meaning they 
can’t depend on my putting them up). I take that as a compliment. 
Dog shows are all about the dogs, not the handlers. If the question 
implies that the owner-handlers present their dogs less well, unless 
the dog is completely out of control. it’s still about finding and placing 
the best dogs as far as I’m concerned.
- David A. Alexander

At any level my focus is on the dog.   I have awarded some very poorly 
handled dogs because I thought they were the best representation 
of the breed in the ring.   It seems to me that often the owner handler 
is not willing to put the time and effort into training that handlers 
must do to maintain their livelihood.    If an untrained dog enters the 
ring 9 times out of 10 it is a new owner handler.  I believe that helping 
the new owner to understand feeding, grooming and handling is the 
breeder’s responsibility.   It is the breeder’s obligation to work with the 
new owners every time they place a dog.   
- Bob Shreve

It makes no difference as to whether an owner handler or professional 
handler would be showing in the breed or group ring. It has more 
to do with the quality of the Aussie being shown and how well it is 
handled, regardless of where the handler comes from (owner vs. pro-
fessional). On a side note, it is very nice to see mostly owner handled 
Aussies being shown in the breed, but it does not play a factor in how 
the dog is judged.
- Zane Smith

Neither one!  In the ring we are evaluating symmetry, balance,
conformation, movement and showmanship which makes it the dog 
that counts!!!!
- Fred Stephens

It is the quality of the dog that matters. Whether it is with a handler or 
owner is of little consequence. 
- Ken Kauffman

The answer is both.   The true professional is going to have the dog 
down to perfection in grooming, conditioning and presentation.  BUT, 
an owner handler who has mastered these arts is going to out-show, 
out-handle, out-present and out-condition the professional every day 
of the week.
 - Bart Miller
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Obviously, it depends...  on the judge... On the dog ... On the  owner-
handler... On the competition... On all the chips falling the right way!  
Having said that, professionals have the advantage, for reasons that 
you know very well.

You can watch panels on upcoming shows, and choose to enter under 
a fair judge, and one who rewards your breed.  You can train yourself 
and your dog so that you are competitive, and the equal of any han-
dler.  You can breed or buy a top dog who shows himself and stands 
out in the crowd!  You can go into the ring full of confidence, picturing 
yourself winning.  

Many judges try to award owner-handlers when they can, and that’s 
good, but I think it’s better to win because your dog and your han-
dling skills are the best that day, and not because they stick out as 
an owner-handler, any more than the pro winning just because he is 
a professional handler.  And, as we all know, many times the profes-
sional will win just because he is the professional.

Be confident, happy, smile, be pleasant to the judge, and say thank 
you.
 - Judy Franklin

There should be no such thing as an owner versus a handler. The com-
petition is between the dogs. Often I have had ATs shown to me by 
owners who far excel in the conditioning, grooming and presentation 
of their stock than some handlers. A dog wins because of its merit, its 
proper presentation and its performance-not because of its handler.
One of the many problems facing owners today is their denial of these 
elements. Thus when they get defeated by an exhibit professionally 
handled, they feel it is unfair. When one works hard and learns all the 
basics, there is no limit to what the individual can accomplish with his/
her animals.
 
In exhibiting my Norwegian Elkhounds for more than five decades, 
I was able to compete at BIS and group level with the professionals 
even though I was a full time school teacher. Because the AT is like my 
breed in that it is not overly groomed or sculpted, AT owner/handlers 
can achieve the same thing. So it is a plus if you get it right, and a mi-
nus if you don’t. Your selection-skills, presentation-skills and campaign 
decisions should serve you well.
- Patricia Craige Trotter

I don’t care WHO the handler is....... it is about the presentation...... 
showmanship, condition, correct breed type.
 - Betsy Dale

It makes no difference to me at either the breed level or the group 
level.  A well-handled, clean, well-trained and well-groomed entry 
should be competitive in any situation.  Often I have to ask an exhibi-
tor when photos are taken if they are an owner handler or a profes-
sional.  I was an owner handler when I was showing dogs.  I always was 
competitive with my dogs.  Losing to anyone should be an education 
for the exhibitor that lost.  We should always be learning the why in all 
situations.
 - Richard Miller

I don’t care who shows it. Awards depend on how the dog is con-
structed according to the standard’s dictates, his condition, and how 
he moves.
 - Dr Edna Martin

Is not the owner a handler ??? The dog is the factor to me.
 - Bob Sharp

The handler of a dog in the breed or group should never be a factor 
except when a person is totally inept.

Most owner-handlers as well as pro handlers become attached to their 
canine exhibit and try to find a reason when they don’t win.  There are 
handlers who aren’t too professional and on the other hand there are 
owner-handlers who do a bang-up job.  When the dog is exceptional, 
we generally forgive the terrible handling.

We all realize that there are a few judges who do tend to place pros, 
but they are a very small minority and are usually limited to the  
newbies. Make a list…after you have read your standard and the stan-
dards of the four group placements.

Hint: A judge only has about two minutes per dog, so be aware of this 
and make the best use of those two minutes. Please know your breed-
-read your standard and maybe that will help you understand when a 
different dog wins other than yours.
 - Toddi & Houston Clark

Judges are to judge dogs, not people. An experienced person knows 
how to  groom, present, and show a dog better than an inexperienced 
person. Competition is greater at each level...Breed, Group, BIS. 

Never give up, if you have a great example of the breed that you are 
showing! The more you show, the more you learn, the better you get 
at showing your breed. Talk to and watch other experienced people. 
You can do it! Many of us have!
- Sally Baugniet

I feel it depends upon the judge. I am a breeder, owner handler and 
have been for 40 years. Therefore, I am most happy to use a quality 
owner-handled dog for a group placement. 
- Gale Young
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The Owner Handler Association  
Of America 

What is in a name? Their booth has been a familiar sight at Westmin-
ster for decades, and most of us have seen exhibitors wearing OHA 
pins. Despite that, many of us don’t quite know what the organization 
is all about. The Owner Handler Association of America, Inc., traces its 
roots to 1967, when a group of fanciers in Suffolk County, N.Y., recog-
nized the need for an organization to represent owner-handlers.   
  
AKC rep and founding member Pattie Proctor was in her late teens at 
the time. “Most of the founding members like my father, Harry Proctor, 
Charlie Westfield and Pat Cruz, attended Suffolk Obedience Train-
ing Club,” she explains. “At that time, it did not offer breed handling 
classes, so the group began meeting at a hall in Medford to train their 
dogs.”  

They began offering conformation classes for local exhibitors, taught 
by experienced owner-handlers. “Charlie Westfield and I taught the 
classes for the Long Island chapter for a million years,” says Proctor.    
  
Proctor was already working for a handler at that time. “We were 
all actively showing in conformation, obedience, or both. We knew 
what we were doing as owner-handlers, and it occurred to us that we 
should start an organization to represent this major segment of the 
fancy,” she says.   
  
Proctor admits that a few people got the wrong impression, assuming 
that they were anti-handler. “That wasn’t our intention at all. PHA was 
out there representing the professionals, and we felt that owner–han-
dlers should also have a voice.”  

Past president Rose Robischon joined OHA in the late 80’s.  “Basically 
we are the backbone of the fancy. Without exhibitors, there would be 
no need for handlers. We don’t insist that OHA members finish their 
own dogs,” Robischon says.   

“Some breeds are easy for owner-handlers to finish. Others really 
cannot win without professional handlers. And many owners send 
their dogs to handlers to get their majors. At OHA they can train their 
dogs, so when the time comes to turn it over to a professional it is well 
trained and ready to win,” she says.    

OHA stated objectives are:  

•	 To encourage and promote the sport of owner-handling and 
training of purebred dogs.

 
•	 To encourage and promote sportsmanship among purebred dog 

fanciers.
  
•	 To communicate with and educate purebred dog fanciers.     

OHA’s founding members also took the step of consulting AKC about 
their proposed organization. “We wanted to wear an emblem similar 
to the PHA pins,” explains Proctor. “So we asked AKC’s permission, and 
their reaction was very positive.” PHA and OHA pins were the only 
official emblems exhibitors were permitted to wear in the rings at 
AKC events at that time.“People in other parts of New York saw what 
was happening and wanted to join,” says Robischon. “Of course, they 
could not come to classes because of the distance involved, so similar 
groups sprang up in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. That’s how the 
national chapter came into being.   

Proctor sat on the national board for years. “Most of the meetings 
were held in the tri-state area because that’s where most of the early 
chapters were located,” she says.

“From there it spread around the country,” says Robischon, who retired 
from the presidency last year, adding that interest in the OHA is 
growing constantly. “There are currently 14 chapters throughout the 
country.” Any group of 15 eligible members can request OHA board 
approval to organize a chapter. Our chapter coordinator provides 
them with a constitution that is pretty much filled in and helps them 
get set up,” she says.  

OHA also offers single memberships, which include the OHA newslet-
ter, The Advocate. “A bundle of sticks is harder to break than a single 
stick,” says Robischon.  “We have close to 3,000 members.”  

Over the years OHA’s role has expanded. In addition to conformation 
handling, they offer classes in obedience, agility, rally, as well as semi-
nars, and eye, heart and hip clinics. “OHA is there to provide whatever 
fanciers in that particular area need or want. We constantly promote 
responsible ownership as well as health and welfare,” Robischon 
emphasizes.

OHA was one of the groups to lobby for emergency medical equip-
ment and personnel at dog shows. Robischon also notes that they 
implemented a scholarship program before AKC. 

“Each year OHA offers three $1,000 scholarships, in the name of 
Charlie Westfield, Harry Proctor and a third without a name attached 
to it yet.  Scholarships must go to a person in the fancy, although they 
don’t have to be an OHA member or a junior,” Robischon explains. Ju-
nior Showmanship has also been a priority. Each year at Westminster 
OHA presents bonds for $50 to $200 to the top 10 OHA juniors.

“It’s a valid, well-recognized organization,” says Proctor, noting that 
OHA has succeeded admirably in its goal of providing representation 
for owner-handlers. She adds that she’s never let her membership 
lapse.

“When I was a registered handler I listed RHP, PHA and OHA member-
ships in my bio and wore my OHA, PHA and RHP pins. Some people 
were surprised by this. But I still showed my own dogs, so why 
wouldn’t I maintain my OHA membership? Professionals and owner-
handlers are just two groups within the same community. Together, 
we represent the whole sport which is a cool thing,” Proctor says.

For more information go to:  http://www.ownerhandlers.org
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Great Western Results
The Great Western Terrier Association of Southern California (GWTA) held its most recent event on June 20-22, 2014.  This was our 19th Terrier 
group show and 27th Great Western event celebrating Terriers.

The weather was beautiful with comfortable temperatures all day long.  Being a desert dweller I so enjoyed the water.  It was a hard choice look-
ing at the water or the lovely Terriers in attendance.  The Terriers won this time.

On Saturday and Sunday we had a beautiful entry of twelve Australian Terriers, which included sweepstakes and a brace.  After judging we all sat 
down for a leisurely lunch before groups.  After groups we all headed for one of Long Beach’s finest restaurants for a wonderful meal and lively 
conversation.

Sunday was another lovely day at the dog show.  It was so wonderful to reconnect with friends, share our insights, laugh a lot and enjoy a meal 
or two.  I am looking forward to next year’s Great Western Terrier Association Dog Show.  The Queen Mary Events Park will be the site of the ATCA 
National Specialty in 2015.  I encourage all to attend in 2015.

June 21, 2014   - Judge Ms. Virginia Latham Smith
BOB - GCH Ryba’s and the Beat Goes on for Tera-K 
BOS - CH Ryba’s A Bit Risqué
WD/BW - Blue Moon Boston Pops 
WB - Blue Moon Merry Poppins 
SEL Dog - CH Blue Moon Mister Poppins 
SEL  Bitch - GCH Wild West’s Double Cat 

June 22, 2014 
Sweeps - Judge Black Hansen 
BSS Blue Moon Boston Pops 
BOSS Blue Moon Merry Poppins 

Judge Mr. Stuart Plane
BOB - CH Blue Moon Mister Poppins
BOS - CH Ryba’s A Bit Risqué
WD/BW -  Blue Moon Boston Pops
WB - Blue Moon Merry Poppins
SEL Dog - GCH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K 
SEL Bitch - GCH Wild West’s Double Cat

BOB/BOV Brace
1/G3 - CH Christhill Coachella 
1/G3 - GCH Christhill Morongo 

HIGH COMBINED IN RALLY ~ Judge Mr. Robert M. Margolis
CH ABQ Cimina Christhill CD, GN, RAE 
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Part of the mission of the American Kennel Club is to “Take whatever 
actions necessary to protect and assure the continuation of the sport 
of purebred dogs.” The AKC’s Junior Showmanship Program is just one 
example of the kennel club’s commitment to fulfilling this portion of 
its charter statement.

In the late 1920’s a group of dog show exhibitors led by Mr. Leonard 
Brumby, Sr., decided to develop a special competition for children. The 
purpose of the competition would be to introduce a new genera-
tion of fanciers to the sport and to give children the opportunity to 
measure their skills against those of their peers. The children would 
be judged by how well they presented their dogs with respect to the 
nuances of the breed being shown. The first Children’s Handling class 
was held at the Westbury Ken-
nel Association show of 1932, 
and quickly became a popular 
feature at other AKC events.

In 1949 the Professional Han-
dlers Association donated a 
trophy in honor and memory 
of Mr. Brumby to the winner 
of the Children’s Handling 
Classes at the Westminster 
Kennel Club show. This trophy 
is still awarded to the winner 
of the Junior Handler compe-
tition at Westminster and is 
the most sought-after prize in 
the sport.

Children’s Handling classes were very informal when the program 
began. The judging of the classes would normally start whenever the 
first breed ring became available. The judges were usually professional 
handlers themselves, and the participants were allowed to use any 
dog that was available to them.

In 1951 the name of the competition was changed from Children’s 
Handling to Junior Showmanship. Twenty years later, in 1971, the 
American Kennel Club recognized the virtues of Junior Handler 
competition and granted official recognition for these classes at AKC 
events.

The Junior Showmanship program has grown and changed in 
dramatic fashion since its humble beginnings in 1932. The AKC now 
has guidelines for participation and adjudication of this event. For 
example, juniors must be between 10 and 18 years of age to partici-
pate. They must win three first placements in the Novice class before 
advancing to the Open class. Judges must be approved by the AKC 
to judge Junior classes, and the dogs that the junior handlers exhibit 
must be owned by them, a member of their family, or a relative.

In 1999 the Junior Showmanship program was expanded to include 
performance events. Currently, a Junior Handler that handles a dog to 
a performance title will receive a certificate from the AKC acknowledg-
ing this accomplishment.

The American Kennel Club also awards scholarships to deserving Ju-
nior Handlers to encourage them to continue on with their education. 
The AKC awarded 38 Junior Handler Scholarships in 2002. The Board 
of the American Kennel Club has just increased the Junior Scholarship 
Fund from $60,000 to $100,000. This can truly be seen as affirmation of 
the AKC’s commitment to the youth of our sport.

Junior handlers become ineligible to compete in Junior Showmanship 
classes at the age of 18. In most cases, their participation in the sport 
of purebred dog does not cease once they have “aged out” of compe-
tition. From the ranks of Junior Handlers we find the future breed-
ers, AKC Club Members, approved judges and Registered Handlers 
who will be the caretakers of our sport in the future. We see many of 

these kids go on to 
pursue careers as 
veterinarians. One 
former Junior is 
now the CEO of the 
Orthopedic Founda-
tion for Animals; 
others have gone 
on to serve as Board 
Members of the 
American Kennel 
Club. Still others 
have gone onto 
make their contri-
bution to the sport 
as AKC employees.

While the Junior 
Showmanship program itself has gone through changes, the concept 
and reasons for its implementation have remained the same: to en-
courage participation in the sport by young purebred dog enthusiasts; 
to teach good sportsmanship, win or lose; and to educate the next 
generation of the fancy. So the next time you find yourself at a show 
with a few moments to spare, stop by the Junior Showmanship ring to 
witness the AKC’s commitment to its mission statement and the future 
of our sport.

The History of Junior Showmanship
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The American Kennel Club is proud to offer a Junior Showmanship 

Scholarship Program. The criteria for awarding the  
scholarships  includes the following:

    1) applicant’s need;
    2) applicant’s academic achievement; and
    3) applicant’s involvement in the fancy.

Each applicant is required to submit current school transcripts, as  
well as an essay including a description of his or her experiences and 

interests in purebred dogs, including an explanation of how  
the individual perceives his or her future role in the fancy.

Photo by Kim
 Floyd©



ESTHER KROM, December 12, 1942 – August 5, 2014

Sad news for those of us who knew her...our long-time friend and breeder of Shastakin Australian Terriers passed away on Tuesday, 
Aug 5, at her home in Clifton NJ with her dogs by her side.  I am so grateful for the opportunity to speak with her recently when 
she called to say she would not be able to make the trip to the ATCA Specialty 2014 in Longmont.  These recent conversations with 
Esther were just like always...giving no indication that she was growing as vulnerable as she may have been, and that some may 
have reported.  True to herself, Esther continued to participate with her dogs and to envision breeding plans for the future.  Her 
friends never failed to assist her at shows, helping put her dog on the table, and even helping her show her dog.    

Esther was a doer.  She became a member of the ATCA in 1981.  In those early years she was the first Aussie breeder in America to 
travel to a World Show in Europe (even Nell herself traveled only as far as Bermuda for World competition, if my memory serves me 
right).  Esther returned with her dog, Shastakin Chucko-Jo (known as “Junior”) a World Champion!  Her Shastakin Australian Terriers 
were among the most typey dogs I have ever seen.  Grooming may not have been her forte, but breeding sound bodies, beautiful 
strong heads and dogs brimming with type revealed her fine eye for a dog.  It was such fun evaluating puppies with her.  

It appears Esther expected she had conquered the Big-C when it struck her several years ago; she certainly made a valiant effort 
to do so and to continue her life with her dogs uppermost in her actions and plans.  Truthfully, none of us expected to lose her so 
soon despite degrees of incapacity she so bravely endured.

Esther will be missed by the many long-time friends and collaborators, breeders, exhibitors in the New Jersey-New York-Pennsylva-
nia triangle, among them Alexa Samarotto, Ida Ellen Weinstock, Carol Jablonski and members of the Garden State Terrier Club and 
many others.    She will be missed by her friends in other countries, Maureen Bottinga and other breeder/fanciers in Canada, and 
Lynn Bell in the UK, not to mention myself, Kerrie Bryan among other members of the Australian Terrier Club of America.  Esther 
had earned the respect of many through the years since acquiring her first Aussie, “Shasta”, with whom she hunted to develop 
Shasta’s terrier instincts.  She appreciated the working terrier as much as the well-bred terrier, and her dogs’ measured up to this 
ideal of Esther’s over the years. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be sent to Aussie Rescue, Inc. in Esther Krom’s memory, c/o Carole Larsen, Trea-
surer, 3714 Brighton Place McHenry IL 60050 or your local animal shelter.

Esther’s sister-in-law, Susan, requests members send cards to:  Susan Caponi & Family, 396 Belleville Ave, Belleville, NJ 07109.  

Rest in peace, dear Esther.

Carol Sazama
Alexa Samarotto
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When I was a kid walking the family dog, I never once thought about 
picking up her poop. It wasn’t something people did in the 1960s and 
’70s—perhaps because the plastic bags that now overflow our kitchen 
cabinets had yet to be invented. Today cleaning up after your dog is 
the urban norm, so much so that as California considers passing the 
first state ban on plastic bags, one of the loudest concerns comes from 
pet owners asking: how will we scoop our dogs’ poop?

It’s not an idle question. 
America’s 83 million pet 
dogs produce some 10.6 
million tons of poop ev-
ery year. That’s enough to 
fill a line of tractor-trailers 
from Seattle to Boston, 
one waste removal ser-
vice has calculated. Add 
in litter from our more 
than 90 million cats, and 
you’ve got enough pet 
waste to fill more than 
5,000 football fields ten 
feet deep, according to 
another poop-scooping 
company. Indeed clean-
ing up after our pets 
has spawned an entire 
industry with its own 
professional organization, 
the Association of Pet 
Animal Waste Specialists, 
complete with pun-filled newsletter (“What we doo”).

This probably wasn’t one of the issues that biologist Eugene Stoermer 
and ecologist Paul Crutzen had in mind when they coined the term 
“Anthropocene” to refer to the human impact on the planet. But 
there’s no question that our heavy footprint includes the paw prints of 
our pets.

True, poop is not exactly an environmental threat on the order of 
carbon pollution, nuclear waste, or a Superfund site. Still, the risk from 
poop can be more than just a mess on your shoes. Dogs can harbor 
lots of viruses, bacteria, and parasites—including harmful pathogens 
like e coli, giardia and salmonella. (A single gram contains an esti-
mated 23 million bacteria.) Studies have traced 20 to 30 percent of the 
bacteria in water samples from urban watersheds to dog waste. Just 
two to three days of waste from 100 dogs can contribute enough bac-
teria, nitrogen, and phosphorous to close 20 miles of a bay watershed 
to swimming and shellfishing, according to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. It also can get into the air we breathe: a recent study of 
air samples in Cleveland and Detroit found that 10 to 50 percent of the 
bacteria came from dog poop.

So while the stakes may be lower than say, radioactive waste, the 
question remains: what do we do with this s**t?

It’s a question that has nagged me for years as I’ve followed my dog 
on walks, plastic bags at the ready. Aimee Christy, a shellfish biologist 
in Olympia, Washington, has also been grappling with it. She’s a dog 
owner herself, but her real concern stems from her work at the Pacific 
Shellfish Institute. She helps to safeguard the region’s clam, oyster, and 
mussel beds, which can be polluted by dog poop. Christy was part of a 
decade-long campaign in Olympia and surrounding Thurston County 
to encourage people to “SCOOP IT, BAG IT, TRASH IT.” It helped, but 
not enough. For one month last year, Christy spent many of her lunch 
breaks picking up dog poop in public parks. She counted her bounty: 
1,200 piles of poop. “It was everywhere,” she says.

That’s because only about 60 percent of dog owners pick up after their 
pets, according to surveys. Among the excuses offered by the 40 per-
cent who don’t pick up: “Because eventually it goes away”; “too much 
work”; “small dog, small waste”; “it’s in the woods”; or, in a reverse 
NIMBY: “It’s in my yard”.

Socializing dog owners is the front end of the problem. The back end 
is what do we do with the poop once it’s collected. In most places, 
it goes to a landfill. There’s something unsettling, if not downright 
disgusting, to think of tons of plastic-wrapped dog turds being 
entombed underground. What will future civilizations make of our 
dedication to preserving dog crap?

That unease has helped fuel a booming market in biodegradable dog 
waste bags. Market leader BioBags sells more than 19 million a year. 
I’ve seen dog parks stocked with them. Unfortunately, this seemingly 
green solution can backfire. The bags are designed to be composted, 
not landfilled. But in the absence of composting programs—I’ll come 
back to this—many will end up in landfills, where they are more likely 
to degrade than a conventional plastic bag. “Anything that goes into 
the landfill and degrades is worse than something that goes in and 
doesn’t,” says Jack Macy, commercial zero-waste coordinator for San 
Francisco’s Department of Environment. A compostable bag of poop 
that degrades in that circumstance would start producing methane, a 
potent greenhouse gas.

The Poop Problem 
If we ban plastic bags, some dog owners ask, how will we scoop up after Fido?  

So let’s give them better options.
by Susan Freinkel
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A handful of private companies are stepping in to fill the void. Green-
Pet Composting, a poop-scooping service in Portland, has begun 
trucking the poop it collects up I-5 to a composting facility in western, 
Washington. In Boulder, retiree Rose Seeman started EnviroWagg to 
address the waste “twilight zone that no one is doing anything about.” 
She is currently processing about three tons of poop a year into her 
“Doggone Good Compost” but hopes to expand the operation. “It’s 
very, very potent.”

The same biology that makes 
poop good for compost also 
makes it a potential source 
of energy. It can be anaerobi-
cally digested—a process that 
breaks down organic materials, 
producing a biogas that can be 
used for energy and a residue 
that can be used as a compost 
on plants. That’s what Toronto 
does with the dog waste it col-
lects through the curbside bins. 
There have been several experi-
ments with anaerobic digest-
ers at dog parks in the United 
States. Arizona State University 
students teamed up with the 
town of Gilbert to place an 
underground methane digester 
in a dog park that draws about 
200 animals a day. (They call 
the project e-TURD.) Eventually, 
says Macy, San Francisco plans 
to build an aerobic digester 
to handle the city’s organic 
waste—including the drop-
pings of its 120,000 dogs.

After researching the 
options, Christy (the shellfish biologist) is hoping to persuade county 
officials where she lives to make the investment in aerobic digesters. 
Meanwhile, she jerry-rigged a system to encourage better scooping 
habits. She set out a trashcan in front of her house where people could 
deposit their bags of poop every day. For a while the system worked 
wonderfully; the can filled up every week. But even the simplest solu-
tions can go awry. “Somebody stole it,” she said.

“Teenagers,” she added with a mix of amusement and irritation. “They 
just can’t resist a can of poop.”

Susan Freinkel is the author of Plastic: A Toxic Love Story and American 
Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree. She has also 
written for the New York Times, Discover, Smithsonian, Mindful, and other 
publications.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
http://www.onearth.org

San Francisco has an ambitious goal of achieving zero waste by 2020, 
the city already diverts 80 percent of its garbage from the landfill. Dog 
poop, at four percent of the waste stream, is one of those vexing frac-
tions standing in the way of getting to zero.

Flushing it could be an option—the EPA even recommends it. You can 
buy special bags designed to be flushed down the drain. But as Macy 
points out, sewage treatment facilities use a lot of chemicals and en-
ergy to remove contaminants 
from human waste; adding our 
pets’ waste could burden some 
systems and would pose an ex-
tra drain on water when there’s 
a drought, as we are suffering in 
California.

Maybe the problem is that we 
are looking at poop as waste, 
rather than what it really is: 
a resource that could—and 
should—be recycled for com-
post or energy. (Cat waste is a 
more complicated matter 
because felines can harbor a 
hardy toxoplasmosis parasite 
you wouldn’t want in your 
compost, and many kinds 
of kitty litter aren’t degrad-
able.) Dog poop, like many 
other kinds of manure, can be 
composted—but rarely is. Even 
cities with curbside programs 
that compost food scraps and 
other organic waste discourage 
people from putting dog waste 
in their compost bins, because 
commercial composting facili-
ties don’t want it. Toronto’s program for composting pet waste (as well 
as dirty diapers) is a forward-looking exception.

Composting dog waste in a backyard bin can be iffy. It’s hard to 
achieve the temperatures needed to kill off pathogens, so you should 
never use composted pet waste on plants you’ll be eating. But com-
mercial composting facilities are required to keep the compost at hot 
enough temperatures, for a long enough period of time, to get rid of 
harmful pathogens. If properly treated, the resulting compost is “per-
fectly safe,” says Will Brinton, president of Woods End Laboratories, a 
compost research lab in Mount Vernon, Maine. In fact, most commer-
cial composters are already processing dog and cat waste that gets 
swept up in municipally collected yard trimmings. But none of them 
like to trumpet the fact, says Brinton. “It’s bad for marketing.”
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eTURD was introduced in Cosmo Dog Park, Gilbert AZ 
Designed by Arizona State University students, the digester 

utilizes aerobic bacteria to break down waste into gas, 
which in turn powers the park’s lighting. 

Park visitors make deposits into the digester, and voila!

http://www.onearth.org


 Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CD RE THDN CGCA
Rusty earned his Rally Advanced and Excellent titles 

in June and completed his first 10 therapy dogs visits 
to earn his THDN in July. 
owned by Pat Goshorn

New Rally Excellent Title
July 2014

Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu RE  NA  NAJ  CGC 
owned by Susan Saulvester

CH Temora Say It With Bacon 
Bacon wins the Group under Claudia Seaberg  

at Crab Orchard Kennel Club
August 2, 2014 

Bred By: Julie  M Seaton
owned By: Zane Smith

CH Blue Moon Mytime’s They R A-Changn BN, CD, GN, 
PCDX, CDX, RAE

Dylan now has two new titles.  
He passed in Open B on Sunday, July 13 and again on 

Saturday, July 19 earning his CDX title.  
After passing both Saturday and Sunday in 

Graduate Novice, he earned the GN title on July 20.  
 What a weekend!!!!

owned by Sherry Cooper & Celeste  Platte

Brags are open to 

ANYONE who subscribes 

to the Talkabout!

Aussie Brags
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When a terrier or a Dachshund does not progress through the levels of 
Earthdog tests to the owner’s expectations, a common question asked 
is whether or not you need to train the dog for the tests. There are a 
wide variety of opinions on this subject and that is as it should be, 
since the test encompasses a wide variety of breeds owned by people 
who live in a variety of environments.

The Earthdog tests are as realistic as 
we can make them within the confines 
of societal restraints. They are tests to 
awaken instincts that a dog may not have 
the opportunity to use under any other 
circumstances. Some breeds instinctively 
hunt rats silently, so they may have to be 
trained to bark at the rats or at least react 
to them in some way under test condi-
tions. Another dog may learn that the rats 
are by the judge and go over ground to 
get to them and may have to be trained 
to only go through the tunnel to get 
them.

Even dogs who hunt, learn how to work different quarry under a 
variety of conditions, so training for the Earthdog tests is no more than 
helping to shape the instincts the quarry and the scent awaken. The 
Earthdog tests are geared to allow the variety of terriers and Dachs-
hunds to show off their hunting styles. Sometimes a little shaping of 
behavior is needed for success.

On the whole, my pups get introduced to a “tunnel” at 5 or 6 weeks 
old. They are up and playing and I put a short length of pipe in their 
pen for them to play in. Then at 7 weeks we begin forays into the 

field with their 
mother along. 
They learn to go 
through tall grass 
and brush; over 
small logs and 
across ditches. 
And in these 
walks, I often 
change direction 
and excitedly call 
them to come 
with me. I also 
play retrieving 

games with them indoors where they have to squeeze under the 
furniture to get the toy.

But their most important lesson starts as soon as they are eating solid 
food. It is the lesson that is crucial to passing Senior and important in 
Master as well - the recall! As soon as I start feeding the puppies, every 
time the food dish appears, they hear me calling, “Puppies, come! 
Puppies, come!” By the time they leave for their new homes they have 
done hundreds of food reward recalls. The conditioning is set.

By doing all this, the puppies have been introduced to all the ele-
ments they will meet in Earthdog tests, except the quarry. And in real-
ity, in their walks in the field they are exposed to the scents and holes 
of the quarry, often digging at the holes with their mother.

Now all is well and good if you live where you have fields to walk 
them in, even if they are only fields at schools or industrial parks, 
but even in the city you can still work with your dog. PVC pipe or 
homemade wooden or cardboard tunnels can be set in the backyard 
or even along the baseboard of a room. A toy scented with rodent 
bedding can be used to lay a trail in the house or yard and buried for 
the dog to dig up. Just get some used rat or mouse bedding from a 
pet store; set the toy in a closed container with it for a few days and 
VOILA! Surrogate rodent!

Most cities have parks with squirrels, which are only rodents with 
furry tails. Pointing out the scent trail of a squirrel to your dog on 
leash and using the ‘earthdog’ command you use at the tests is excel-
lent training for all levels.

Yes, I have seen dogs pass the Earthdog tests without any training 
and at a young age too. But that does not mean ALL dogs will. Even 
when hunting with my dogs, some started earlier than others and 
some of them preferred rabbit as a quarry over woodchuck or coon. 
But by allowing the dog’s instincts to lead him and then encouraging 
the behaviors that would prove successful in the type of hunting I 
wanted, all the dogs learned to work a variety of quarry.

Remember that the Earthdog tests lead to the Master title that is 
geared to show the bond between you and your dog in the field. 
So training your dog as you progress through the titles is expected. 
Working together and teaching, help build that bond of trust. So if 
your dog displays a behavior that causes failure, help him out as his 
hunting partner should and show him the way to success!

Reprinted with Permsision 2014 
American Kennel Club
www.akc.org

Instinct + Training = Success
by Karla Deithorn
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What is Rally?

AKC Rally® is a companion sport to AKC Obedience. Both require team-
work between dog and handler along with similar performance skills. 
Rally provides an excellent introduction to AKC Companion Events for 
new dogs and handlers and can provide a challenging opportunity 
for competitors in other events to strengthen their skills. The dog and 
handler team move at their own pace, very similar to rally-style auto 
racing. Rally was designed with the traditional pet owner in mind, but 
it can still be very challenging for those who enjoy higher levels of 
competition. A rally course includes 10 to 20 stations, depending on
the level. Scoring is not as rigorous as traditional obedience. Commu-
nication from the handler to the dog is encouraged and perfect heel 
position is not required, but there should be a sense of teamwork and 
enthusiasm as they go through the course.

Qualifying Performance

A qualifying performance indicates that the dog has performed all 
the required exercises according to AKC Obedience Regulations 
and justifies the awarding of the obedience title. A qualifying score 
is earned when more than 50 percent of the points are awarded for 
each exercise, with a total of at least 170 points. A perfect score in any 
class is 200. All dogs that have received a qualifying score in their class 
receive a dark green ribbon to indicate that they have earned a “leg,” or 
qualifying score toward their title.

Rally Signs

The signs may be any color and they include descriptions as well as 
directional arrows of exercises. Signs are numbered to make it easy to 
find the next station when navigating the course. All signs are placed 
to the handler’s right side. The signs are large enough to be easily 
recognized when going through a course. The exercises designated on 
the signs will be performed in close proximity to the sign itself, either 
directly in front of, or in front of and to the left of the sign.

Levels of Competition:

There are three levels of competition in AKC Rally:

Novice – This is the first level for those just getting started in 
competition.
•	 All exercises are performed with the dog on leash.
•	 There is a requirement of 10-15 stations to complete with no 

more than five stationary exercises.
•	 The exercises performed vary from turning 360 degrees to chang-

ing paces during the course.
•	  Exhibitors at this level may clap their hands and pat their legs 

through the course.

Advanced – This is the second level, which includes more dif-
ficult exercises throughout the course.
•	 All exercises are performed off-leash.
•	 There is a requirement of 12-17 stations with no more than seven 

stationary exercises.
•	 Exercises include a jump as well as calling your dog to the front of 

you instead of to a heel position.

Excellent – This third and highest level of AKC Rally is the most  
challenging.
•	 Exercises are performed off-leash except for the honor exercise.
•	 There is a requirement of 15-20 stations, with no more than 7 

stationary exercises.
•	 Handlers are only allowed to encourage their dogs verbally. 

Physical encouragement is not allowed at this level.
•	 The Excellent-level exercises include backing up three steps, 

while the dog stays in the heel position and a moving stand, 
while the handler walks around the dog.

How do I get started in Rally?:

The best way to start is to join a local dog-training club. A list of clubs 
is available at www.akc.org. Local clubs frequently offer training  
classes for all different types of competition. Even if competition is 
not your ultimate goal, the relationship that training forms between 

you and your dog will be very rewarding. Local clubs 
also have “fun matches,” where you and your dog 
can test your skills in the ring. Training and handling 
your dog in any Companion Event is an exceptional 
and enjoyable experience. From your first attempted 
trial to earning your first AKC title, you and your dog 
will develop a bond. Training classes offer the best 
hands-on way to practice for the ring, and watch-
ing exhibitors at actual trials will gain you expertise. 
These events  bring many hours of fun for you and 
your dog. You will make lots of friends in the sport, 
and you and your dog will take pleasure in your new 
hobby for many years to come. 

Getting Started in Rally
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

Since I came into Australian Terriers – I got my first Aussie in January 
1970 although I had been going to all-breed shows to watch Aussies 
since the mid 1960s – very few Australian Terriers in all those years 
have been handled by what we here in the UK call “professional han-
dlers.”  In the US you refer to these handlers as “agents.”

I was brought up in a small show kennel of GSDs. In the UK, this was 
a breed where professional handlers were not uncommon but when 
I went into Australian Terriers I found there were lots of superb, top-
class pro handlers showing various terriers, mainly “the more trimmed” 
terrier breeds such as Wires, Lakelands, Welsh, Airedales and similar 
breeds.

A small number of these top-flight professional handlers would also 
be seen showing Scotties and a few of the other terrier breeds where 
presentation skills were very much a part of the whole package. Pro 
handlers were very occasionally seen in the less trimmed breeds such 
as Australian Terriers. I recall many years ago one pro handler winning 
Best of Breed at a major championship show with two breeds, one 
an Aussie and the other a different terrier breed. When it came to the 
Terrier group he took the other Best of Breed winner in to the group 
but left the BOB-winning Aussie on its bench, much to the annoyance 
of the Aussie exhibitors, because that of course meant our breed was 
not represented in the group. Normally, in such circumstances, pro 
handlers would help one another out - but, sadly, that didn’t happen 
that day.

Professional handlers were seen even less often in Cairns, etc, and, 
basically, they were unknown in breeds such as Borders, Staffords, 
Bulls and Mini Bulls. In most of these breeds the exhibits were almost 
always handled by their owners, and in some instances, by a member 
of the owner’s kennel staff. 

Where an owner was on their own and won more than one class with 
different dogs/bitches it was very much a case of having a quick look 
round to see who was available that could handle one - and some-
times, two - of their dogs whilst the owner was  handling yet another 

one of their dogs in the chal-
lenge! Many years ago that 
regularly happened to both 
Bill and me, particularly with 
bitches. Our daughter Lorna 
was very young at the time 
so we each did a lot of the 
Championship shows on our 
own. We were showing one 
dog and three bitches at that 
time (I’m delighted to say 
all four became CHs) and all 
three bitches were in different 
classes. That meant being 
very organized!

If a fellow exhibitor was due to judge within the next year you simply 
would not ask them to handle one of your dogs/bitches as that would 
mean you could not show that particular dog/bitch under that person 
when they came to judge at that upcoming show. To this day, that rule 
still applies. I had to check with someone I asked to handle a dog for 
us recently if they were due to judge terriers in the next 12 months. 
If their answer had been “Yes” I would have had to find a different 
handler that day.

Going back to my early years in Aussies, most professional handlers 
kept the dogs they handled at their own homes and these famous 
handlers also prepared and presented (from start to finish) all the 
dogs in their care for the show ring. Most owners rarely attended the 
shows where their dogs were being shown. The dogs’ owners would 
stay at home and simply pay for their dogs’ keep and handling fees, 
whilst their dog was being shown at various shows. There were cases 
in the past where owners had never actually laid eyes on the dogs 
they physically “owned.” Speaking from a purely personal point of view, 
I always found that fact to be completely and utterly incredible! I have 
to be honest and say I always thought - how can you boast/brag about 
owning a Ch show dog you have never, ever seen?  

Today, most professional handlers have the dogs they are due to 
handle bathed, trimmed and already prepared for them before the 
handlers arrive at the show. 

How times have changed!

I have heard people refer to some of today’s handlers as “professional 
walker-in-errors.”  The reason for this is very simple – the dogs’ owners/
representatives simply hand the dogs to the handlers outside the ring, 
the handlers walk in to the ring to show the dog in its class and, all 
being well, they win the class before going back in to the challenge to 
compete for the Challenge Certificate.  

Certainly nowadays there are not as many pro handlers as there were 
in years gone by. Most UK exhibitors handle their own dogs at all the 
shows.

As I’ve said before, club members - in any breed - will happily show 
under one another with no problem whatsoever. In fact, most of us 
don’t give entering our dogs under fellow members a second thought! 
The vast majority of us prefer to show under club members who are 
our fellow breeders/exhibitors/judges - we call these people “Breed 
Specialists” - rather than judges who have no first-hand knowledge of 
our chosen breed. We refer to the latter as “Non Specialists.”

UK dog shows have taken place since the mid 1850’s so we are well 
accustomed to showing under our fellow club members when they 
judge.  
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Teach Your Dog To Swim

At my parents pool this past weekend, talk turned to dogs as per 
usual. I told the family I was working on a post on how to teach dogs 
to swim, and my Dad chimed in —

“All dogs can swim.”

Uhm, sorry to disagree Dad, but not so! My childhood Golden Retriev-
er Ginger fell in the pool when she was 6 months old. I reminded my 
Dad that he had to hold up her tail for a week  because she thought 
swimming was an upright affair. Ginger would thrash about with her 
front legs way up in the air and her hind end nearly touching the bot-
tom of  the shallow end of the pool.

My Golden went on to be a great swimmer, and would dive off the div-
ing board, up the ladder and off any dock I took her to. As a Retriever, 
she was indeed a natural swimmer. But even our wonderful retriever 
needed  intervention in the beginning.

The caveat before we get to the good stuff.

Check with your vet. Swimming while great exercise, is a job for the 
fit and not for all dogs. Be extra careful with short snouted dogs who 
cannot breath well,  and keep in mind that deep chested muscular 
dogs are going to have a harder time  and may likely  sink!

Step one, getting your dogs to like the water

Let’s face it, not all dogs like water.  Consider starting with a  child’s 
kiddie pool. Teach your dogs to get in and out on  cue, as well as on 
their own. This will help you to cool them off on the doggiest days of 
summer.  If you have other doggie friends that love the water, by all 
means have them around. Many a dog has learned to swim just by 
following  a buddy.  For 
some dogs being re-
strained on leash while 
their pals are out swim-
ming and retrieving is 
all it takes.  For some, 
once the leash is off, off 
they go swimming after 
their friends.

Next, get the dog inter-
acting with the water.  
Following in a doggie 
friend, retrieving favor-
ite toys, like a floating 
Kong slathered in pea-
nut butter or gravy, are 
all good starting points.  
Try  treats in the water.  
Floating  cheese balls, 
and bobbing for sunken hot dogs  work great for this.  You can start in 
the kiddie pool and move onto the beach.

Your mileage with your dog  will vary. Go slow and try not to freak 
your dogs out people!

Next step—depends on your dog

I am pretty sure my new rescue dog Beck never saw a body of water 
before.  Like many herding dogs, he tried to herd waves, which in turn 
gave me a stomach stitch from laughing.   Beck is a bold sort and the 
first time I took him to the ocean, he waded in after balls and the plop 
of a rock. Of course don’t ever let your dogs eat rocks!!! but rocks can 
be helpful to get them moving into the water. Beck and I  just walked 
along the ocean and he explored on his own, with big praise for bring-
ing me back a toy from near the shore.   Waves can be really freaky to 
dogs at first, and I didn’t push any more that day and instead chose to 
teach him at my parent’s pool.  It is a good idea to  check the tide and 
go at dead low tide, and if going to a lake, try times that are less likely  
to have  big waves from passing boats.  I utilize a  few choice locations 
where I can wade in to  shallow water that gradually slopes,  while 
they are getting their sea legs.  If you don’t know of any such places 
near you, ask around.

Basically the first few times at the beach, I was just looking to make 
pleasant  associations with being there.  At Willard Beach, there were 
lots of other dogs fetching like fiends and Beck  had a good look at 
them and nearly followed them in on his own.
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At my parents pool I gave Beck some time to get used to the idea. 
Beck  watched the kids intently and  seemed quite  interested in where 
they were and what they were doing. The first step in a pool is show-
ing the dog  how to get out. This is where the cheese doodles came in 
handy. I dropped them in at the top step and in short time Beck was 
standing on the step and having a comfy snack.

The next step may or may not work your YOUR dog.  At this point, 
I picked up Beck and walked out about 15 feet and put him down 
pointing toward the shallow steps.  Like my child hood golden, Beck’s 
front feet started thrashing and his hind end sunk.  With very little help 
from me, I guided his hind up and off he swam to the steps. He got out 
shook, took a lap around the pool, and was no worse the wear.  I have 
taught lots of dogs in this manner.

Once the dog is  interacting with the water, and  is no longer weirded 
out by water, try picking  them up and carry them out over their heads 
and point them towards home. Beck has swam in the pool a few times 
now, each time with help from me.  He has not offered to go in on his 
own but he seems to like it so we will keep at it.

Life jackets

Yes, by all means get one and use it.   It will help your dog to gain con-
fidence while learning. Some dogs need life jackets for life.

Some common sense things you may not have thought of 

-Be aware of birds and wildlife around where you are. You don’t want 
your dog swimming  out to sea or to the middle of the lake after a 
duck now do you? That can be quite dangerous.  Use a lightweight 
floating long line if you think your dog may take a hike.

-Dog scratches in the water hurt and  leave welts. Be careful to keep 
yourself and others  away from your dog’s paws.

-Please be aware of how much water your dog is drinking. Dogs can 
DIE from water overdose!

-There are some dogs that will not enjoy swimming no matter how 
hard we try to teach them (I am looking at you Finney). I have seen my 
Collie swim when he finds himself in over his head, yet there is no way 
he finds swimming  enjoyable. We need to respect that like people, 
not all dogs will love the water.

Reprinted with Permission 2014
www.lifewithdogs.tv 

Nancy lives in Portland Maine with her 3 kids, 2 dogs and a revolving door of foster 
dogs. She owns Gooddogz Training and believes in force free training and having 
fun with your dogs. Her Mom tells us “Dog” and “horse” were her first words.
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At its spring 2011 meeting, the Council on 
Public Health and Regulatory Veterinary 
Medicine (CPHRVM), drafted a new policy 
against raw feeding.

The resolution is as follows:

The AVMA discourages the feeding to cats 
and dogs of any animal-source protein that 
has not first been subjected to a process to 

eliminate pathogens because of the risk of illness to cats and dogs as well 
as humans. Cooking or pasteurization through the application of heat 
until the protein reaches an internal temperature adequate to destroy 
pathogenic organisms has been the traditional method used to eliminate 
pathogens in animal-source protein, although the AVMA recognizes that 
newer technologies and other methods such as irradiation are constantly 
being developed and  
implemented.

Once again, vets are completely off the mark.  Here is their solution:

 To mitigate public health risks associated with feeding inad-
equately treated animal source protein to cats and dogs, the 
AVMA recommends the following:

 - Never feed inadequately treated animal-source protein to   
    cats and dogs
 - Restrict cats’ and dogs’ access to carrion and animal  
    carcasses (eg, while hunting)
 - Provide fresh, clean, nutritionally balanced and complete  
    commercially prepared or home-cooked food to cats and  
    dogs, and dispose of uneaten food at least daily
 -  Practice personal hygiene (eg, handwashing) before and  
    after feeding cats and dogs, providing treats, cleaning pet  
   dishes, and disposing of uneaten food

In 2007 alone, thousands of pets were killed by the very food the 
AVMA touts as safe – and tens of thousands became ill from eating 
this food.  Don’t think 2007 was an isolated incident:  pets regularly 
become ill from contaminated commercial foods and the current 
chicken jerky non-recall fiasco has killed and sickened hundreds, if not 
thousands, more companion animals.

How can the veterinary community advocate these foods as safe with 
a straight face?  How can they in good conscience warn us of the evils 
of raw diets yet most AVMA members sold and recommended foods 
that killed the dogs they claim they were protecting?    In a staggering 
move, when all those dogs and cats were dying back in 2007 and their 
owners were looking for answers, the veterinary associations officially 
stated that it was unsafe to change to raw foods and the safest option 
was to keep feeding kibble.  How many more dogs died because of 
that advice?

Vets must think we pet owners are idiots; it appears they don’t believe 
we have the mental capacity to handle raw meats.  Well, we’ve got 
news for the vets:  most of us, except strict vegans, handle raw meats 
every day, regardless of what we feed our pets.  Do you think we don’t 
know that meats contain bacteria?  Do you think we don’t know to 
wash our hands and counter tops after handling raw meats?  If kibble 
is so safe, then why do vets advocate washing hands before and after 
feeding pets, cleaning their dishes and disposing of uneaten food.

In fact, studies of pet dogs show that food borne pathogens are pres-
ent in a surprisingly large proportion of dogs, not just raw fed dogs. 
Hackett and Lappin (2003) found infectious agents in the faeces of 
26% of healthy Colorado dogs and Fukata et al (2002) found salmonel-
la antibodies in 15% of apparently healthy dogs. A study conducted 
in Stockholm, Sweden by Dr. Kollath showed that young animals fed a 
cooked, processed diet initially appeared to be healthy, but once they 
reached maturity, they began to rapidly age and develop degenera-
tive disease symptoms. The control group that was raised on a raw, un-
cooked diet did not age as fast and showed no degenerative disease 
symptoms but remained healthy.

It is inane to think that we can avoid bacteria – and short sighted to 
think it’s a good idea.  If there is no exposure to bacteria, immune 
systems won’t build the antibodies they need to stay healthy. Humans 
and dogs have both good and bad bacteria in their bodies. When we 
are healthy, there is a balanced level of each. For instance, at any given 
time, we have traces of E.coli or Salmonella strains running through 
our systems, along with good bacteria. The body has an amazing 
health-regulating ability that combats a diverse amount of environ-
mental factors. As bad bacteria are introduced, the immune system 
fights back with its own army of bacteria.

Vets on Board with Delta Society 
                                       in Misguided Raw Policy
By Dogs Naturally Magazine in In The News, Nutrition And Diet
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In dogs and cats, the colon is short and simple because meat can spoil 
quickly and produce toxins. The longer such food stays inside the 
body, the more toxins are produced. Therefore, the meat-eater’s intes-
tine is designed to take out this waste as quickly as possible so risk is 
negligible under normal conditions.  The foods AVMA would have you 
feed contain grains and this means slower digestibility and the food 
remains in the digestive tract for a longer amount of time.  This slow 
digestion is just the opportunity harmful bacteria need to ferment, 
enter the body and create food borne illness.

As for avoiding bacteria, your dog or cat might not be the bacteria 
laden reservoir vets think them to be, relatively speaking.  Here are 
some interesting germophobic facts:

•	 Each time that it’s flushed, your toilet propels invisible bacterial and 
viral aerosols into the air that can float for up to 2 hours contaminat-
ing everything from hand towels to toothbrushes.

•	 Microbiologists at the University of Arizona Environmental Research 
Laboratory found 21% 
of shopping carts tested 
to contain bodily fluids. 
The handles can harbor 
staphylococcus aureus, 
Streptococcus pneu-
moniae, E coli and other 
bacteria from meat and 
poultry.

•	 The University of Arizona 
found that almost a third 
of the railings in public 
transportation-on buses 
or subways-were infected 
with the same bacteria 
that is found in feces and that 25% of the seats in movie theatres 
were infected with E.coli bacteria, which is bacteria from feces. 
Another study by U.S. Air Force doctors in Ohio found that 
money harbors bacteria which can make both immuno-
suppressed and healthy people very sick.

•	 Bacteria from food, the body or other sources can survive 
a wash cycle and spread via our hands to other surfaces. 
Among them are staphylococcus aureus and klebsiella 
pneumoniae and E coli.

•	 95 percent of people say they wash their hands after using 
a public bathroom, but only 67 percent actually wash their 
hands. Only 33 percent of those who do wash their hands 
use soap. And only 16 percent really wash their hands long 
enough. 

Do vets recognize that the foods they advocate not only contain sub-
standard ingredients, but many forms of toxins including: aflatoxins, 
heterocyclic amines, acrylamides, and most recently discovered in dry, 
cooked pet foods, PBDEs (polybrominated diphenyl ethers) a chemi-
cal used as a flame retardant.  The above makes the following AVMA 
guideline pretty ironic:

It is unethical for veterinarians to promote, sell, prescribe, dispense, or 
use secret remedies or any other product for which they do not know the 
ingredients

Surely, vets can’t know that kibbles are loaded with the above toxins 
and still advocate it (and it most cases, sell it in their lobbies)?

At this point, this is only a proposed amendment.  If there is enough 
outcry, then perhaps we can have this policy proposal turned down.  If 
you are a veterinary member of the AVMA, please weigh in on this.  If 
you are a pet owner, encourage your AVMA member vet to speak out 
against this policy.

In the end, we get to make a decision on what we feed our pets.  Or 
at least we get to choose today.  Tomorrow may bring bylaws and 
regulations that declare raw feeding as a public health hazard and, 
like unpasteurized milk, our right to feed raw food to our animals will 
be stripped from us, just like other freedoms including our right to 
choose homeopathy and other alternative forms of health care.  Pet 
ownership isn’t as simple as it used to be and it’s becoming more and 
more difficult to find vets who both understand and advocate what is 
best for our dogs.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com

The information presented in this article is not intended as specific veterinary 
advice and is not a substitute for professional veterinary treatment or diagnosis.
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In the conformation side of our sport, some people spend a lifetime 
handling their own dogs but never really progress past a fairly basic 
level. Others become very successful as owner-handlers, often win-
ning as much as or more than the typical professional handler. 

What makes the difference between the two extremes? Having a  nat-
ural talent for grooming and handling dogs certainly will help anyone 
become proficient at the craft, but there are a number of things you 
can do to improve your chances of becoming successful as an owner-
handler. If you’re already having a certain amount of success, perhaps 
some of these ideas will help you elevate your game. You’ll notice that 
all of these suggestions have one thing in common: they require an 
investment of time. Almost any endeavor in life, whether a hobby or 
profession, requires a significant investment of time if the participant
hopes to become successful at it, and showing your own dogs is no 
different. You’ll notice as you read along that a number of these points
end up intertwining with one another. 

•	 Know your breed standard. Although this may seem obvious or 
overly elementary, more than one judge has recently expressed 
the opinion that many exhibitors today, even those who are 
breeder-exhibitors, don’t seem to really know the quality, or the 
assets and faults, of the dogs they’re showing. Although we  
sometimes hear owner-handlers lament that “the professional 
handlers always win,” you should never assume that you’re being 
beaten by a professional handler simply because he or she is a 
handler, if you don’t know your breed standard well enough to 
legitimately and fairly compare your dog to what the professional 
handlers are showing. A good handler typically knows not only 
the good and bad points of the dog at the end of his own lead, 
but of the one at the end of your lead as well. If you know your 
dog’s good points, you can present it to the judge in a manner 
than highlights those assets. Similarly, when you know where 
your dog is lacking, you can present that dog in a manner than 
downplays its weaknesses. 

•	 Know structure. As with breed-specific requirements called for 
by the breed standard, you must learn basic canine structure in 
order to bring out the best in your dog. You can’t properly evalu-
ate the quality of the dog that might beat you if you don’t really 
know structure.

There are so many people showing dogs who think they know what 
they’re doing, and they may know enough to go in the ring with
their dogs and win points and even to finish dogs, but they haven’t 
taken the time to really study structure and movement. When you’ve
developed a good understanding of these two key aspects of evaluat-
ing dogs, you will discover that there are ways to both present and
to groom your dogs that will enhance where they are structurally 
correct and minimize 
where they could be 
improved. (More on 
this later.) 

Some may consider this trying to “fool” the judge about the quality of 
the dog you’re showing, but the truth is that if you don’t educate your-
self so that you know your dog’s as sets and weaknesses, you are just 
fooling yourself about your best opportunity to be a successful owner-
handler. (It goes without saying that to be the best possible breeder it 
is essential to know your breed standard and canine structure.)

•	 Build strong relationships. Much of your success in dogs will 
depend on the relationships you develop and maintain in the 
sport. Not everyone is lucky enough to grow up in dogs like I did, 
but even if you did grow up in dogs, there is much to learn from 
those who have had success in your breed. 

Identify a breeder you admire, preferably one in your area, but if you 
have to travel a couple of hours to get to the person in your breed that 
you most admire, the likelihood is that the investment of time will pay 
off in spades. Breeders who have successful show and breeding stock 
typically keep a number of dogs. Anyone who keeps numbers of dogs 
always finds that there is more to do than there are hours in a day, and 
even on the rare occasion when they’ve gotten “caught up” on groom-
ing and training chores, there is always extra attention that could be 
lavished on the dogs. Volunteer your time; go spend an afternoon or a 
half day on a weekend when they’re not at a show. Offer to help bathe 
the retired show dogs or give a few dogs a good brushing, or to help 
clip toenails and trim feet and ears. If there are puppies around, offer 
to help lead train them. If you’ve chosen someone who has had suc-
cess in the breed, while you’re there you’ll likely get to put your hands 
on some very good dogs.

Years ago I was fortunate to get to go to Betty Marcum’s Cairmar 
kennel now and then. On those visits, all at one time I got to see and 
could put my hands on the Best in Show winner Ch. Cairmar Call To 
Arms, the top sires Ch. Cairmar Scot Free, Ch. Cairmar Devil’s Advocate 
and Ch. Whetstone Halston, as well as top producing bitches, English 
import bitches, young hopefuls and sometime puppies. There were 
plenty of dogs at Cairmar so that I could make myself useful by put-
ting a dog on a table and giving it a good brushing or bath, nipping its 
toenails or maybe cleaning its ears, all while talking to her about dogs, 
and not only was I doing a small favor for Betty, but I got to spend 
time with dogs whose quality was unparalleled. I could ask questions 
about individual dogs, about how she bred in a particular quality or 
any number of things that helped me learn more about my breed, and 
in doing so I benefitted from the experience of someone who bred 
more than 100 champions. A person could spend a lifetime in dogs 
and not get to put their hands on that many dogs of that quality, but if 
you’ll make the effort to develop a relationship with a breeder of that 
caliber, spending time with her (or him) will be invaluable.  

Volunteering your services is one of the optimum ways to learn about 
dogs and to spend time with 
people who have been very suc-
cessful in your
breed. 

Owner -Handler
by Christi McDonald

Becoming A Better 
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And not only will you learn about the breed itself, you’ll may also pick 
up tips about trimming and caring for dogs in general. There is an edu-
cation in being exposed to a veteran breeders and how they put their 
hands on dogs, how they set up and examine dogs, and how they 
evaluate puppies, and over time the more we’re exposed to these ac-
tions, the more they can become second nature to us. All these things 
build your store of knowledge about dogs and about your own breed.

•	 By the same token, many professional handlers will allow you to 
hang around their kennel or their setup at a dog show if you’re 
willing to pitch in and help. Just as with successful breeders, 
there’s always plenty to do in the professional handler’s world. 
This can be a brilliant way to learn all kinds of things about 
grooming, taking care of and showing dogs. I’ve been told that 
many owner-handlers consider professional handlers the “enemy,” 
but let me assure you that most professional handlers are not the 
enemy... and they can in fact become your best teachers.

Develop a relationship with a professional handler in your area that  
you admire. If you’re willing to pitch in and help around the setup
at a show, or to go to their kennel and bathe dogs, brush dogs or pull 
hair off a dog, they’ll likely be more than willing to teach you a few 
things. Just being in that environment, you’re likely to pick up lots of 
tips about how to care for and groom dogs. Be prepared to work! You 
don’t just get to hang around and ask questions and expect a lecture 
on how to trim and train Terriers. Seldom is there a professional han-
dler who has lots of idle time to spend with someone who just wants
to take advantage of their experience, but if you’re willing to get in 
there and work, it becomes worthwhile for the handler to spend time 
sharing his knowledge with you. And not only can it be great fun, the 
best way to “learn dogs” is by doing.

Always remember that this is what the professional handlers do for a 
living, and most of them are not only devoted to their own clients and
the dogs they show, they’re also devoted to the sport at large, and 
they want good people to come into the sport and remain interested. 
They also enjoy strong competition. If you’re smart you’ll develop 
relationships with two or three handlers, and then if one of them isn’t 
at a show where you are, another one will be. The other great advan-
tage to being friends and working with more than one handler is that 
different handlers trim, train and handle differently – remember that 
there is always more than one “right way” to do almost anything – and 
being exposed to different methods is good experience. Helping them 
out will give you something to do at the shows when you’re not in the

ring with your own dog. Once you’ve developed relationships with a 
few handlers and with breeders you admire, you’ll have another set 
of eyes at the dog show, someone you can ask about how your dog 
looked in the ring, or what they think about how your dogs stacks up
against the competition. It’s always useful to hear another opinion 
about how your dog looks in the ring.

•	 Stay at the dog show. When you’re finished showing your dog, 
don’t pack your things and go home or to the hotel. Don’t just 
watch your own breed – watch other breeds as well. In any hobby 
you can get such tunnel vision if you focus only on one very nar-
row aspect, and you’re not likely to develop as much knowledge 
about your hobby as you will if you expand your mind. In life, it’s 
a good thing to expand your mind, and the same applies to dogs. 
One of the most successful Poodle people in the world is Chako 
Kitai of the North Well Chako Poodle kennel in Japan, who has 
bred hundreds of champions. In 2004 a Toy Poodle she bred, Ch. 
North Well Chako JP Platina King, was Top Dog of All Breeds in the 
U.S., handled by Tim Brazier. During his show career, Chako made 
trips to the U.S. on occasion to watch him be shown. One of the 
intriguing things about Chako is that she didn’t limit her inter-
est at the dog show to watching Poodles; she intently watched 
judging of lots of different breeds – from German Shepherds and 
Airedales to Chinese Shar Pei, Pekingese, Wire Fox Terriers and 
Bull Terriers. Like many people who have been very successful in 
dogs, she is genuinely interested in dogs of all breeds, and this in-
terest has really helped her become a top notch dog person. You 
don’t have to be interested in every breed, but observing judging 
of breeds other than your own will certainly broaden your dog 
experience.

Anyone can sit at ringside and watch other people show dogs, but re-
ally getting something out of the experience is another thing entirely.
Pay attention to how the handlers you most admire – whether a 
breeder/owner-handler or a professional – interact with their dogs, 
how they put their hands on their dogs, how they manage a dog that 
is unruly or a puppy that isn’t completely trained. The majority of 
dogs that go to a professional handler to be shown aren’t necessarily 
perfectly trained show dogs. You can get lots of ideas about how to 
manage and handle dogs from watching how veteran owner-handlers 
and professional handlers interact with the dogs they’re showing.

•	 Don’t just make assumptions about the judges. Owner-handlers 
sometimes get the idea that certain judges put up only profes-
sional handlers. This is seldom really the case. Experienced exhibi-
tors and handlers are able to win more readily under some judges 
not because they know them personally, but often because 
they’ve shown dogs enough times to those judges to know what 
they’re looking for in a certain breed, what they might place most 
emphasis on, or what characteristics those judges will not “give” 
on. Some judges want soundness first; some judges will forgive 
soundness for a dog with a beautiful head or the ideal propor-
tion. Other judges want overall balance and might be willing to 
sacrifice the finer details of breed type. Often by watching judges 
time and again – and of course by showing to certain judges time 
and again – you can begin to learn about the criteria they seem 
to emphasize when choosing their winners.

One of the best examples of this is a judge whom I’ve shown to since I 
was fairly young in dogs. Today I do in fact know Edd Bivin personally,
but more importantly, having shown dogs to him for several decades, 
I know that if I am going to show a Cairn to him I want to take him a 
dog that is within the size recommendations in the breed standard, 
one that has a correct broad, wedge-shaped head, and one that has 
the proper Cairn temperament and will show on a loose lead. If I was 
currently showing a dog that was on the large side, perhaps with a 
great coat but, say, not as strong in head, I would not expect to win 
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with that Cairn under Mr. Bivin. I will only win under him if I bring him 
the kind of Cairn Terrier that he likes, based on his interpretation of the 
breed standard. However, there are certainly other judges who feel 
that coat texture is of the utmost importance in the breed, who prefer 
a different style of head and who would like my larger, very hard-coat-
ed dog. That would be the most likely reason that I seemingly often
win under the judges that I “know” – because I have learned what kind 
of dogs they typically prefer and I do my best to show that to them. 
Some judges prefer soundness, some like a certain head type, some 
will forgive a dog that isn’t the best show dog if it is of ideal type, and
some want only dogs of a certain size. Some judges never award 
points to the Puppy Class winner, some might give preference to Bred-
by-Exhibitor, some judges have a heavier hand when judging, and 
some will not penalize a Terrier that doesn’t behave perfectly. By
watching and learning about certain judges, you might be able to 
save yourself a hefty entry fee the next time they come up doing your 
breed if you’ve taken the time to figure out something about what  
they’re preferences are. 

And as mentioned with the successful breeder, watching how respect-
ed veteran judges examine dogs, how they put their hands on dogs 
and what they emphasize in their judging, is an education in itself.
You can learn a lot about your own breed by watching a well respect-
ed veteran judge do a large entry, and you can learn a lot about dogs
in general from watching that same judge do a large entry in almost 
any breed.

•	 Take your handling and your grooming to the next level. Invest in 
a mirror to put on the wall where you typically groom your dogs 
and you’ll never regret it. Trimming in front of a mirror gives you 
a perspective. that you simply can’t get any other way. Similarly, 
if you’ve never set your dog up in front of a mirror, how do you 
know what it looks like in the ring when you set it up for the 
judge to examine it?

I have to assume that before you ever started showing a given dog 
you’ve watched it move on a lead so that you know how it comes at
you, how it goes away, and what it looks like moving from the side.
But every time you trim a coated dog you potentially alter how it looks
on the move; therefore, every time you do any major trimming, you 
then need to have someone move the dog for you on a lead, so you

can see its topline, its front and its rear and make any necessary 
adjustments. If you aren’t in the habit of doing this, you’ll likely be 
surprised to find that a dog in motion on the ground can look quite 
different from the  one you groomed on the table. And a dog running 
around your back yard won’t look quite the same as he will on a lead. 
It’s always best to have someone walk the dog up and down and in a 
circle for you after you’ve finished a grooming session. As mentioned 
earlier, you should learn to trim your dog to his best advantage as well.
In some cases this may mean learning “corrective trimming,” which 
is just a fancy way of saying that you want to manipulate the coat to 
minimize your dog’s weaker points. If your dog moves a little close 
behind, has a dip in its topline or a bump in front of its tail, is a little
short on leg or long in back, learn to minimize these faults or draw 
attention away from them with grooming.

Even if you have a smooth-coated dog, you want to have someone
move your dog for you periodically, both because it will let you know 
what his strengths and weaknesses are on the move and so that you 
can present him to his best advantage as well. Again, it’s about maxi-
mizing assets and minimizing his faults. Determine at what speed he 
looks best when moving, whether his topline on the go-around looks 
a little better when he moves faster, or perhaps he moves more cor-
rectly in the rear at a slower pace. If my dog doesn’t always stop true 
on his front, then I know it’s probably better to stop with his profile 
facing the judge at the end of the down and back instead of with his 
front facing the judge. By the same token, if my dog has a particularly 
beautiful front or a gorgeous face, I want to present that detail to the 
judge after he’s watched my dog move on individual examination.
And when you’re in the ring with your dog, always remember that it’s 
up to you to give your dog its best shot. Make sure your dog always 
looks its best, even when it’s someone else’s turn for individual exami-
nation. You don’t want to wear your dog out by expecting it to be at 
maximum attention every second, but be aware of how she looks all 
the time so that if the judge happens to glance in your direction he’ll 
see an attractive representative of the breed.

•	 Don’t be afraid to ask questions .... and never stop learning. The 
day that you think you’ve got it all mastered is the day that you’re 
career as an owner-handler will begin to go downhill. I’ve been in 
dogs all my life, but I still have those “light bulb moments” when 
a question of structure that I’ve been wondering about suddenly 
becomes crystal clear, or when I discover a new way to work with 
a dog that yields a better result. And even if a question seems too 
dumb to ask, ask it. There are lots of topics in dogs, from inter-
preting a breed standard to puzzling questions about structure, 
that others wonder about just as you might. There really are very 
few questions that are “too dumb” to ask, so find someone who 
has experience in that area and ask away. (Be sure you ask at an 
appropriate time.) People who are successful in our dog sport like 
to talk about dogs. You’ll probably start a dialogue that everyone 
involved will learn from.

Becoming the best owner-handler you can be takes a lot of effort and 
no small amount of time. But not only is the satisfaction you’ll get 
from winning with your dogs well worth the effort, the process itself is 
fun and rewarding. Following any one of these suggestions will help 
you elevate your performance as an owner-handler.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Christi McDonald
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Becoming A Better Owner Handler continued...



Montgomery County is an iconic dog show 
renowned the world over, held the first week of 

October. Devotees travel from all points around the 
globe to see the cream of the crop of American Terriers, 
often with quite a few from overseas in the mix as well. 

                                          

Montgomery photos from past years....
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the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy

Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

So I was devastated to hear our vet tell me that Schatzi’s blood work 
had come back with some disturbing numbers, that she has mild to 
moderate kidney failure and I needed to make dietary changes imme-
diately.  First, I cried.  Then, I beat myself up about not noticing some 
increased thirst and her wanting to pee more often.  Then, I cried 
some more when I thought about life without her and was surprised 

at how bad I felt about that.  What 
a world away from thinking “good 
riddance” a few years ago, then 
realizing that would be the worst 
thing for her and resigning myself 
to taking her in!  The orphan child 
has become the glue that holds 
the pack together.  Now I have an 
idea how the end will come and it 
won’t be pretty.

That got me to thinking about 
what happens when there’s 
a vacancy, so to speak, in our 
families.  My last Aussie, Kiwi, was 
so deeply bonded to his Golden 
brother, Rusty, that eight months 
after Rusty’s death, Ki was gone 
too.  That was my first glimpse of 

the tenacity of the Aussie’s devotion.  It was awful to lose the two of 
them so close together, but I learned that it’s a part of Aussie nature to 
love with the utmost devotion and intensity once they decide you are 
theirs.  But I think pragmatism is part of the mix as well.   I know Libby 
will miss her big sister, but little opportunist that she is, she won’t 
hesitate to take over Schatzi’s bed and favorite napping places!  How 
about you?  When one of your pack crosses the Bridge, what happens? 

And I wondered too whether others of you who read this have dogs 
that are “left behind,” the ones whose competition days are over and 
who watch you so sadly when you pack the car to go to a trial with 
the Next Generation.   What about taking them along for a change?  
Our little ones are just that--little.  What’s one more small crate when 
you’re taking several already?  Maybe a change of scenery and some 
new faces will make them happy, and our dogs’ happiness is essential 
to our own.  What about finding a new endeavor, as Schatzi and I have 
with Barn Hunt and now Trick Dog (yes, it really is a performance sport 
with titles)?  

Our time with our fur kids is all too short as it is.  I’m glad Schatzi 
stayed.  Lib and Copper are better for it, and so am I. 

LEFT BEHIND

This week was Vet Week in my house.  All three dogs needed to have 
their rabies shots updated and to be checked for Lyme and related 
nasties, and the two big dogs needed to have blood work done.

Currently, my household consists of Libby, Australian Terrier; Copper, 
Golden Retriever; and Schatzi, the Doberman/Siberian mix--the shy 
one, the throwaway dog, the one I never thought I’d end up with.  Yet, 
when my significant other and I parted ways a few years ago, he left, 
but his dog stayed behind--at my insistence.  I didn’t want her and 
wasn’t particularly fond of her, but I seriously doubted that she’d be 
well cared for.   Letting her go would have been hard on my Red Dogs 
as well.  Copper and Schatzi became best friends right away, and Libby 
and her big sister sleep together just about every night.  Schatzi was 
the one who showed Libby “the ropes”--important stuff like where the 
best pee spots are, which tree has the best shade in late afternoon, 
and what places in the house are cool on warm days and vice versa.  

Much to my surprise, my control-freak ex-boyfriend didn’t fight me on 
this.  He just packed his stuff and left without even saying goodbye to 
his dog.  I think he knew, though it would have about killed him to ad-
mit it, that she was better off with us.  He didn’t take care of her when 
he was here, so why would that have changed?  

And so, three years ago, we became a family of four, which came with 
a price.  More dog food and higher vet bills.  Several frustrating and 
semi-useless attempts at rally, basic obedience, and agility classes.  
One shredded soft crate due to a panic attack (fortunately this was 
in my house and not an event)--and the purchase of a big wire crate.   
But all that’s offset by her sweet nature and stability.  She goes to ev-
ery class I teach and every event we attend, whether we’re entered or 
just working.  It’s like keeping a goat as a companion for a high-strung 
horse.  Copper gets stage fright, Libby gets wound up, but Schatzi is 
just herself and keeps everyone centered.  She is the one who reads 
other dogs’ body language and eye contact so well, the one I let ap-
proach other dogs and introduce us, her pack, while Copper howls for 
their blood and Lib hesitates by my left leg, unsure.  All my friends at 
the training center love her and she knows which ones are good for a 
bite of cheese (her favorite treat) or a cookie, or just a pat on the head.  
She loves to ride in the car and enjoys new places and faces.   She is 
still shy and easily startled and always will be, but has grown a lot in 
confidence.  Now I never worry about her getting frantic and trying 
to dig out of a crate.  She’s learned that crate = going somewhere in-
teresting (but she’s in a wire crate just in case).  She just lies there and 
watches what goes on, or takes a nap if nothing much is happening.  
It’s a shame she never got the hang of agility, as she’s very graceful 
and light on her feet, but she loves learning new tricks and showing 
off the old ones.  And this summer, at age 12-ish, she earned her first 
title:  Barn Hunt Novice.  I really can’t imagine our pack without her.
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This article is for ‘young’ breeders 
and those ‘older’ breeders that are 
prepared to open their mind.

To begin an article such as this, I feel 
it is of paramount importance to 
explain the problems now known 
to be associated with inbreeding.  
Let me explain that inbreeding also 
includes line breeding because line 
breeding is in fact a milder form of 
inbreeding, and when practiced 
repeatedly over many generations 
the resultant progeny can have an 
inbreeding coefficient higher than 

some brother/sister matings ( a simple brother/sister mating where no 
other animals within the pedigree are related, has an inbreeding coef-
ficient of 25%). Bitches with a high inbreeding coefficient are less likely 
to exhibit a natural instinct to whelp and rear their puppies unaided. 
Inbreeding is proven to reduce life expectancy. It is proven to increase 
susceptibility to infection, to increase levels of anxiety and nervous-
ness, to increase the incidence of skin and coat problems, to reduce 
overall fertility in both male and female animals and to increase the 
general level of birth defects. Dogs with an inbreeding coefficiency 
of 30% or more are 50% more likely to die at around 9 years of age or 
less. Dogs with an inbreeding coefficient of less than 15% are much 
more likely to have a life expectancy of at least 13 years. Because of 
the increasing amount of evidence based on modern research, we 
feel obliged as responsible breeders to aim at producing puppies with 
inbreeding coefficients below the average for the breed. The Rough 
Collie average inbreeding c/o is presently 13.7%. We are therefore 
working hard to breed puppies with an inbreeding coefficient of less 
than 13.7%

We can therefore see that breeding is not for the faint of heart, it 
takes years of dedication to acquire enough knowledge to become a 
successful breeder. Whilst we all need to begin somewhere, beginners 
need a trustworthy mentor with a wide knowledge of the problems 
likely to be encountered in a breeding programme within their own 
Country.  In times past the type of breeding program most encour-
aged was ‘line breeding’. As stated already, we now know that the 
continued breeding of related animals can create havoc with the 
immune system and lead to many abnormalities and infertility. Human 
babies born from a successive line of cousin marriages often have liver 
abnormalities and one can assume this could also be the case in dogs. 
For many years breeders (including myself ) have bred consistently 
within a ‘line’ with occasional ‘out crossing’ done to avoid pitfalls. 

This was fine until the majority of bloodlines disappeared because 
breeders selected to use the same few sires. Collies around the world 
return tail male to a Collie named Trefoil who was born in Ireland, 
however although every collie returned tail male to Trefoil there were 
many female lines involved in this process and in the beginning a 
wide variety of sires from differing female lines were available for the 
discerning breeder to use. This variety in female lines kept the breed-
ing pool healthy. The bitch is actually more important to a breeding 
program than the male, as she not only produces 50% of the puppies 
DNA but she is also responsible for much more...as Dr. Jim Gannon 
published in the Greyhound Journal 2006...

According to the information from Theresa Garton in Oklahoma City in 
USA, research has revealed irrefutable scientific evidence that challenges, 
and disproves, that popular traditional belief. So the real ANSWER is  - that 
the bitch actually contributes more than 50% genetically to her litter. For 
the scientifically minded, this is how the apparent heresy comes about: 
-Every structure within the body is composed of millions of tiny cells (brain 
cells, liver cells, kidney cells, skin cells, etc.) -Every cell has three important 
components - a nucleus containing the genes hidden in the coils of DNA - 
a membrane (like a skin) that holds the contents of the cell together-and, 
the cytoplasm which is a jelly-like fluid filling the cell and supporting some 
other structures essential to cell operation, and, to life itself. -Two of these 
life-support structures within the cytoplasm are the Mitochondria, and 
the Golgi Apparatus. Now, the egg produced in the ovary is similar to any 
of the other millions of cells of which the body is composed - except it has 
only 50% of the mother’s genetic material (DNA) in its nucleus, same as 
the sire has in his sperm, BUT the egg also contains the mother’s cyto-
plasmic life-support Mitochondria, Golgi Apparatus, and all of the other 
enzymes within the normal cytoplasm. -On the other hand, the sperm 
contributed by the sire contains only the usual 50% of his genetic DNA in 
its nucleus, plus a tail to enable directional guidance when swimming, 
and a short-lived energy supply for the swim-but virtually no cytoplasm. 
(and consequently, none of its important life-supporting Mitochondria or 
Golgi Apparatus structures --these come only from the bitch.

Fertilization occurs when the sperm of the sire locates and enters the egg 
of the bitch, and the newly formed cell develops into a pup over the next 
nine weeks. However, it becomes immediately apparent that the pup 
which develops from that fertilized egg will have equal DNA contributions 
(genes) from each parent (50% DNA from each) within its nucleus, BUT, 
will also have all of the essential life-support systems of the Mitochondria 
and Golgi Apparatus from its mother’s egg within its cytoplasm -- and 
these are inherited ONLY from the mother. Without these life-support 
structures, the genes within the newly formed nucleus would never survive 
to reach their genetic potential --and, the efficiency of the working cell 
in later life will be totally dependent upon these cytoplasmic structures 
inherited from the bitch. The RESULT is that the litter really do inherit more 
from the mother than the sire. The LESSON is to select the brood bitch with 
just as much care and attention as you would for the sire”.

The above is most definitely food for thought and explains why 
puppies bred from UK dams and sired by American males are most 
definitely following the over all type pattern of the dam!

In the UK and most of Europe, almost every Collie born today now 
traces tail male to a Collie born as recently as 1962 and they all return 
to him via one of only 4 sons and 2-3 female lines. In America the 
majority of Collies are equally inbred on their own version of such 
famous sires. After much research I decided to bring new bloodlines 
from North America and combine them with UK bloodlines, (creating 
the closest we can achieve to a total out cross), in the best attempt 
possible to re-establish an open gene pool. It takes years and many 
generations of breeding to discover what lay beneath the surface of 
each breed, and this knowledge is essential to a long term successful 
breeding program. It is easy to find a fault, a health problem, an unde-
sirable trait, and blame the sire or dam for introducing it. However the 
truth is, that many ‘problems’ are polygenic (concerning a number of 
genes) and others are carried recessively (hidden from view). Polygen-
ic problems are widely believed to include Hip Dysplasia and in the 
aesthetic range of undesirable traits they include tail carriage. 

Breeding for a Future
by Angela Harvey
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Neither of these problems is controlled by one gene alone, rather the 
dog must inherit several genes in a certain combination. This is pos-
sibly why a puppy with HD can appear in a litter of otherwise healthy 
puppies, and why two collies with ‘A’ hips can produce a puppy with 
HD, also a Collie with ‘D’ hips can produce a puppy with ‘A’ hips. How-
ever on the subject of Hip Dysplasia there are wide and varied belief 
systems even amongst experts, some not even believing the problem 
is genetic at all.

When we consider the aesthetic problem of tail carriage it is equally 
difficult. There is simply no such thing as a gene for bad tail carriage, 
because tail carriage is usually created from a number of gene combi-
nations. Some of these genes are recessive in nature, and in the case 
of recessive genes it takes two to tango!

There are also some dominant genes involved. Dominant genes are 
the easiest to breed out because we can see them; it is the hidden 
(recessive) genes that are the real problem. Tails can be carried incor-
rectly for a variety of reasons. The construction of the croup can be at 
fault and surely this cannot be controlled by one gene. The tail can be 
too soft and this also involves many genes controlling cartilage and 
bone. Tail carriage is also determined to some extent by temperament; 
much ‘dog talk’ is done through the tail!

As I have witnessed a ‘gay’ tail arising from two parents with correct 
tail carriage, the problem is obviously not essentially ‘dominant’ even 
in its most simple form; otherwise one parent would have to exhibit 
the fault.

If an undesirable tail carriage has appeared in a breeding program, 
do not fear, it will easily be corrected in the second generation. Rome 
was not built in a day. If the main cause of the problem does indeed 
appear to be dominant, then provided the partner chosen for such a 
dog is without this trait, all puppies born to this combination will carry 
the genes for the ‘desirable’ tail recessively (hidden) and therefore if 
we mate one of these to a second animal free of this undesirable trait, 
50% of the puppies will be completely FREE of any dominant gene 
involved, and the really good news is, they will not be carrying the 
problem either, because dominant genes cannot be carried in a hid-
den form!

Why would we wish to incorporate a dog or bitch with an ‘undesirable’ 
trait in our breeding program? In a perfect world we can always find a 
mate for our dog or bitch that is free of all undesirable traits, unfor-
tunately this is NOT a perfect world! There are a multitude of health 
problems within every breed and some problems are created by close 
breeding itself. A gay tail is only an aesthetic fault; in itself it will not 
shorten the dogs’ life. Every Collie has at least one minor fault and 
usually several, even Champions...if you think you have a Collie that 
perfectly fits the standard you are deluded!

If a dog is otherwise healthy and proves to be a complete out cross 
to a breeders’ original breeding line, it gives the breeder advantages 
that far outweigh the disadvantage of an aesthetic fault, and this dog 
can still be incorporated into a valid breeding program. After all, here 
in the UK a great many famous, popular and highly used sires have 
exhibited undesirable tail carriage. Many gained Champion titles, 
and yet the breed is not riddled with the problem, obviously it can be 
easily controlled within a breeding program if the breeder is skilled in 
their art. Breeding requires patience and the artful breeder will aim to 
improve slowly in each subsequent generation. Sometimes one must 
appear to go backward in order to move forward!

Breeding to improve head profile and skull follows a similar proce-
dure. I own a NA bred tricolor male with what I would describe as ‘two 
angled’ head planes. However, when mated to UK bitches he has not 
to date produced this (he has sired 6 litters to different UK bitches.)

People have asked me, “Will this two-angled head appear in the 
second generation”? My answer is “not if you continue to breed his 
progeny to collies that do not exhibit this fault”.

Yes, it will possibly be carried recessively, but this being the case it 
takes two to tango, and will only make an appearance if both parents 
carry these genes. As this is a rare fault in UK lines, the chance of it 
making an appearance is extremely unlikely and if it does, I am certain 
someone will give this ‘occasional’ puppy a loving pet home. The 
important thing in my opinion is, this male carries genetic material 
not found (but much needed) in UK Collies. He is a big dog (too big 
for the UK show ring) but here in the UK we have very many small and 
lightly built collies, this dog can help to bring size to what I consider 
to be a more acceptable level. I am delighted with his progeny. My 
experience to press is that UK bitches are proving dominant in type 
over American sires, but American bitches are proving dominant over 
UK sires. A strange phenomena but one that many old time breeders 
agreed with, I have often heard established breeders say the strength 
of a kennel lies in its bitches. It would indeed seem that the bitch con-
trols type to a greater degree, but the sire adds finishing touches. The 
progeny of most of the NA/UK combinations is, in my opinion, greater 
than either parent!

DNA testing is now available to breeders and what a fabulous tool this 
is if used wisely. Some breeders fear DNA tests but actually these tests 
FREE the breeder. For instance Dog ‘A’ is a fabulous specimen of the 
breed from an aesthetic view point; he also exhibits a bold outgoing 
temperament, he is cea clear and has good hip grades. Unfortunately 
it is later discovered his grandsire had renal dysplasia. Does he carry 
the defective gene?

We now have a DNA test for renal dysplasia and can test him. If the 
test proves positive we can then test any children he has already 
sired. Not all will have inherited the gene and we can single out any 
that are genetically free for use in a continued breeding program. 
We have therefore taken advantage of the dogs’ desirable traits and 
rejected the undesirable. By use of DNA tests we can work around 
problems without dangerously reducing the gene pool further than 
is absolutely necessary. If we follow the old idea of cutting out every 
branch of ‘dead wood’ in other words if we cull any line that produces 
an undesirable trait, we are sentencing the breed to death. We need to 
keep the gene pool as open as possible for the breed to survive.

I do not believe that any long term breeder can say with all honesty 
they have never had a problem exhibit itself in their breeding pro-
gram. For instance no breeder who, having been breeding for a large 
number of years (unless they breed very few litters), can truly say with 
hand on heart they have never bred a puppy with hip dysplasia. Have 
they actually hip scored every single puppy they ever bred during that 
extensive period? HD is a polygenic disease, and possibly (at least in 
part), environmental too. In Scandinavian Countries where x-raying 
of hips has been extensively used as a breeding tool the incidence of 
severe cases may have reduced, however I do not know any serious 
breeder who has NEVER bred a puppy that failed the grade, and this 
continues. Even In these Countries breeders still have collies with bad 
hip grades. Personally I do not believe that hip scoring should be the 
only deciding factor on hips in a breeding program, in my opinion the 
dog must also be correctly angulated and be able to move well. If we 
concentrate too heavily on grades alone, we can easily over look some 
equally important things. I have seen dogs with bad HD grades exhibit 
excellent movement, and in some cases I have noted such dogs retain-
ing this soundness well into old age. I have also seen the reverse. I 
have seen dogs graded excellent who developed severe arthritis as 
young as 6 years of age. With this in mind, and whilst understanding 
that a dog with A hips AND excellent movement is possibly the very 
best option, I will ask what I consider to be a valid question. Is it better 
to breed from a dog even if he has a slightly higher grade (C) but who
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is extremely sound moving (being from dogs known to retain sound 
movement into old age) or is it better to use a dog with A grade who 
does not move at all well (and that is bred from dogs who exhibited
early onset arthritis)? In view of the fact we need to keep the gene 
pool open, I would say that a dog with a slightly higher score could 
be incorporated into a breeding program PROVIDED that every care is 
taken with the next generation to ensure we are improving the grade. 
Of course, if this dog displays other seriously bad or unhealthy traits, 
we should not dream of using it. But one must take everything into 
consideration. There are actually worse problems in the breed, and we 
must weave our way around them all, whilst keeping the gene pool 
as diverse as possible.  Interestingly, I have read the total hip score of 
individual Wolves can range between 0-22!

We are hopefully aiming to breed a beautiful collie of strong mind and 
body, we are trying to avoid coloboma and blindness, we are trying to 
avoid HD and arthritis, we would prefer our puppies to be MDR +/+.

We hope to avoid pancreatic insufficiency, renal dysplasia, DM, 
Demodectic mange (and other auto immune diseases including 
‘Collie nose’), heart defects, Achondroplasia, Liver problems, thyroid 
problems, seizures, etc.

A clever breeder takes his responsibility seriously. If he fails to remove 
simple aesthetic traits from his breeding program, how can he hope 
to understand the constant weaving necessary to remain clear of the 
many serious health issues?

One thing is very certain, our breed MUST exhibit a good tempera-
ment and to this end every breeder has a clear obligation, one should 
never breed from an animal that exhibits aggressive behavior toward 
humans. Some breeds of dog are known to be feisty toward other 
dogs, the Collie is not a saint and is capable of arguments, HOWEVER 
his fights are of a ‘handbags’ nature. If a Collie exhibits more than an 
occasional tendency to handbag fights he or she should NOT be bred 
from. If the breeder goes ahead and this dog produces offspring, this 
breeder must take full responsibility for his/her actions. No breeder 
can blame anyone else for any problem arising from their using this 
dog. The responsibility lies firmly with that breeder.

It must also be remembered that whilst temperament is inherited, it 
is also taught behavior and not always of a genetic nature. Only the 
owner/ breeder know the truth in this regard. If the dog has an obvi-
ously aggressive disposition he/she should never be incorporated into 
a breeding program, to do so is failing the breed. To do so is failing the 
individual dog. We must take responsibility for our own actions.

Finally as breeders we have a responsibility to our breed and its future, 
and we should work together to this end. No dog is perfect and we 
should willingly accept that any dog purchased will have faults to 
some degree. If we believe we are buying the perfect dog we are only 
deluding ourselves, and yet we are buying the perfect dog, because 
what is perfection? Each dog is a living being; it has a soul and a 
heart that beats. It has entered the world at the will of a breeder and 
trusts this breeder will have found it a kind and loving, considerate 
and understanding owner. Hopefully this dog will grow up to fulfil its 
early promise; we certainly hope it will live a long healthy life. In itself 
every living creature is perfection. It is what it is. The new owner must 
be willing to help this collie to achieve its potential, and accept this 
‘potential’ might not be exactly what they had hoped.  As a breeder 
of many years I have never expected a fellow breeder to replace a 
collie that I bought, even if I decided not to incorporate that dog into 
my breeding program...why? Because I understand the difficulties 
involved in creating a collie that fits another person’s interpretation of 
what constitutes the ideal. I understand how difficult it is to consis-
tently produce quality animals that pass every health stat. I under-
stand how easy it is to misjudge a promising puppy. I understand how

easily a promising puppy can be ruined by some silly mistake on my 
part. I accept responsibility, because this dog is now MINE. I also be-
lieve that any aesthetic ‘fault’ can be quickly eradicated, because I have
confidence in my knowledge of how to eradicate it. Once I incorporate 
this dog into my breeding program the progeny are ‘Wicani’, they are 
the result of MY decision to combine Dog ‘A’ and Bitch ‘B’. Another 
breeder may have seen it very differently, another breeder may have 
made different choices, and another breeder may have selected to 
keep something very different from the resulting progeny. This is why 
my homebred Collies are different to those of the next breeder.

If I have made the decision to breed from this dog, I accept full respon-
sibility for the progeny. Dog breeding is an art and a science, we can 
learn the science but the art is a gift. Perhaps I can remix the paints 
and produce a masterpiece!  One thing is for certain, if the dog is bred 
from, there is no way I can justifiably expect a replacement!

However, if a collie bought from me as a breeding specimen develops 
a serious inherited health condition, and if this condition is proven 
by Veterinary records, I myself am happy to replace the said dog. I 
would also expect such a dog to be replaced if I had bought it. If such 
a breeder prefers a money refund, we will refund the purchase price 
of the collie but not any travel costs involved in the original purchase. 
In my experience, breeders wish to keep their original collie unless 
the inherited condition has cost the life of the dog and in the case of a 
dog sent overseas, much depends on the ‘problem’. Presently the dog 
must undergo a Rabies vaccination, blood titre test and subsequent 
6 months wait before re-entry into the UK, and this may not be advis-
able under certain conditions (for example, if the dog has seizures) if 
we feel that preparations for re-entry would have an adverse affect on 
the health of the dog, we would not expect a fellow breeder to send 
the dog directly home to us in the UK. We would hope such a breeder 
will make certain we have received all relevant correspondence before 
assuming we do not care, and if we do not appear to be answering 
your email, a telephone call might be the right course of action.

A clever and artful breeder will have proven their craft over time. If 
they have proven themselves capable of consistently breeding win-
ners across several countries, what more can we ask? We can ask them 
to continue to the best of their ability, and at all times to consider the 
health and future of the breed we love. I am sure that any breeder 
worth his/her salt will endeavour to do so with a willing heart.

There will always be some who are jealous, there will always be some 
who place Ego above all else, there will always be some who ‘never 
make mistakes’, and are quick to pass the buck to someone else. There 
will always be some that are unprepared to sit an ‘apprenticeship’ 
within the breed, and expect to be given respect without earning it. 
There will always be some, who twist words and spread malicious lies 
fuelled by one of the above, or who simply misunderstand or misinter-
pret the reasoning of a fellow human being. As the well known song 
says...“A man hears what he wants to hear and disregards the rest” so 
I will finish with the words of Buddha who on his death bed told his 
disciples to “work diligently on your own salvation”

Angela is a breeder of Rough Collies and a judge both in the UK and at 
the International level. She has been involved in showing since 1974 and 
in breeding since 1976. Angela has given seminars on the Rough Collie in 
several Countries and also on health and natural rearing topics.

Reprinted with Permission 2014 
Anglea Harvey
http://www.wicani.co.uk
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH3 Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS MJC
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXB MXJ MJS
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJB OF 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX MXJ ME EE4 
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN AX AXJ 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
 
 

     

GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master 
GCH CH Christhill Morongo
GCH CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K
GCH CH Arista’s Enchanted At Jovi
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master    
GCH CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
           CH Temora Say It With Bacon
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip the Zip 
GCH CH Redsky Flyboy Wellington
GCH CH Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
                  Outbackred’s Advent Star 
                  Johmanda-Kambara’s Sprezzatura

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

                    Jan 1, 2014 to July 31, 2014
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles for June 2014. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                     June 2014
CHAMPION
CH Aristas Titanium DI
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Pamela Levy
RALLY EXCELLENT
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CD RE CGCA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
Greyrock Mister Chief CD BN RE 
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
RALLY ADVANED
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus CD RA CGCA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Patricia Goshorn
RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT
Auseret Little Yellow Jacket CDX RAE
Breeder: Teresa Cleland
Owner: Jill Faulmann
COMPANION DOG  
CH Auseret Bodacious CD
Breeder: Teresa Cleland
Owner: Teresa Cleland
ENDURANCE EARTHDOG 4 
GCH CH Merrigang’s Wild N Crazy Guy RN MX MXJ ME EE4
Breeder: Heather Rife & Susan Holsinger
Owner: Heather Rife
GRADUATE OPEN 
Greyrock Tozan Maximum High CDX BN GO RE AX OAJ AJP NF
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Pat Maynard & Jeff Longin
COURSING ABILITY
Ryba’s Razmataz & All That Jazz CA
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder 
Owner: Barbel Post 
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Send	  payment	  to:	  
	  

Kreg	  Hill,	  Treasurer,	  ATCA,	  255	  N	  El	  Cielo	  Rd,	  Suite	  140-‐274,	  Palm	  Springs,	  CA	  92262-‐6974.	  	  
Make	  checks	  out	  to	  ATCA	  with	  the	  notaJon,	  2015	  Calendar	  

	  
OR	  –	  Purchase	  through	  the	  Australian	  Terrier	  Store	  at	  	  	  www.australianterrier.org	  

	  
OR	  –	  Use	  your	  Paypal	  account	  and	  send	  correct	  amount	  to	  atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com	  

ALL	  PRICES	  INCLUDE	  SHIPPING	  AND	  HANDLING	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	  	  	  US	  &	  Canada 	   	  All	  Other	  Countries	  
1	  Calendar 	   	  $17.50 	   	   	  $22.50	  
2	  Calendars 	   	  $33.90 	   	   	  $38.50	  
3	  Calendars 	   	  $50.95 	   	   	  $55.95	  
4	  Calendars 	   	  $67.80 	   	   	  $72.80	  

2015	  Calendar	  Cover	  Contest	  Winner!	  
SubmiEed	  by	  Susan	  Jacobsen.	  

Order	  your	  Calendar	  Today!	  



Home is where the dog is.......
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