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Message from the President
Alexa Samarotto

I have an exciting new program to discuss and I 
would like to describe it to you in this edition. The 
ATCA is instituting a new (non-regular) competi-
tion called the ATCA Futurity for our breeders and 
exhibitors, to be conducted in conjunction with our 
national specialties. First, I would like to thank the 
Futurity Committee, consisting of Sue Bachman, 
Jeanne Popovits, and Teresa Schreeder for their 

research and development of this project and adaptation for our club.  
This competition is familiar in other parent clubs for other breeds, and 
quite popular and hotly contested where it is conducted.  The Futurity 
rules and procedures may appear complicated and arcane, so please 
take the time to read them.  I will try to provide a synopsis here in the 
hope that you will be eager to try it. 

A futurity is a way of expressing your pride in your breeding accom-
plishments and showcasing your breeding stock among your peers. 
It is a conformation competition for Aussies from six months to two 
years old on the day of the competition.  While the dog is judged 
against the standard and wins prizes, the real top honoree is the 
breeder of the top winner and the owner of the sire. This is why we say 
it showcases the breeding accomplishments of our members. 
The Futurity program was originally modeled on horse racing prac-
tices that are still conducted today, i.e., the way colts and fillies are 
nominated for races such as the Kentucky Derby and Breeder’s Cup 
races well in advance and pay scheduled fees up to the race if the 
initial promise continues to be displayed. In dog futurities, this model 
is mirrored, starting with the litter, requiring a series of nominations 
and payments of fees, to compete in the Futurity. You, the breeder of 
a litter, nominate that litter before it is born, signifying your faith in 
the planned quality of that litter. The Futurity chairman handles all the 
paperwork; all of these requirements and forms are described in detail 
in this issue of Talkabout.

One interesting aspect of the Futurity process is the provision that 
breeders of nominated litters submit names of judges for the Futurity. 
Those individuals must be in good standing with the AKC, of course, 
but do not have to be actual AKC judges.  The Futurity judge can actu-
ally show at the National if the Futurity is conducted <I>prior<I> to 
the day of the National.  There is a provision to do a late nomination of 
a litter, but those breeders cannot participate in selecting the judge.  

When the litter is born, there is an additional nomination process 
prior to the puppies turning three months old. There is another 
puppy nomination for an individual youngster to be shown that 
must be returned prior to one month before the Futurity.  Yes, 
it is a gamble, and that is part of the fun. There are rosettes and 
trophies for all placements but, as I stated, the real honorees are 
the breeders and owners of the sire of the Best Dog and Best Bitch, 
who win prizes as well. This is also a good fundraiser for the ATCA, 
as a portion of the fees raised help fund our many programs.

The first Futurity is planned for the 2014 specialty in Colorado 
and as you can see, many of us would be late in nominating if the 
regular rules were in effect. So for this, our first event, there are 
transitional rules and procedures in effect, making this is a good 
opportunity to jump in and try it.  And for this time only, you can 
participate in the judge selection process even if you are techni-
cally “late” in nominating your litter. The rules appear complicated, 
especially in the transition period, so please take the time to read 
the whole document.

Here are some interesting details.  You, the breeder, do not have 
to own the dog at the time of the Futurity; the current owner or 
breeder can show the Aussie. If you are the owner of a promis-
ing Aussie, you might want to see whether the litter has been 
nominated. Champions are eligible as long as they are nominated 
in accordance with the rules and meet all other criteria, such as 
age. If you have any other questions not answered in the Futurity 
program document in this issue of the <I>Talkabout<I>, I am sure 
the committee will be happy to answer and get you on board to 
participate. Also, a note to future specialty chairs:  You do not have 
to be concerned with the administration of the program, all you 
need to do is plan for a date and space and the Futurity chair will 
take care of the rest. Thank you, Sue Bachman, for volunteering to 
take on this important role.

Finally, please take the time to review the board meeting minutes, 
committee reports, and materials.  There is a wealth of information 
for Club members there.  I hope everyone is having a great 
summer!
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While most of the country has had a 
hot streak or two this summer, those 

weren’t officially “dog days” unless 
they occurred in late July or August - 
at least in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 That’s because the term “dog days” 
refers to a period when Sirius - the 
“dog star,” part of the constellation 

Canis Major - is brightest 
in the  summer sky.

 The ancient Romans marked these 
days from July 23-24 to August 23-24, 

noting that they were typically the 
hottest days of the year. Eventually, 
the phrase “dog days” came to mean 

any hot streak in the summer.



REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE

Dog Show Rules Committee Meeting:

The “territory” issue remains a hot topic.  This seems to be a special 
problem on the East Coast, where “mega-clusters” in such locations as 
Springfield, MA, are growing, leaving local show sites unused.  There 
is a concern that, with the absence of local shows, the alienation of 
the general public from the sport of purebred dogs will only increase.  
What seems to be coming down is a rule that once a club fails to hold 
a show in its assigned territory for 3 years, that territory becomes an 
“open territory” in perpetuity, so that any club wanting to hold a show 
in that territory can do so.

Also what seems to be coming down is a rule that altered veterans can 
be shown in the veterans classes in all-breed shows, not just national 
specialties.  

Much discussion resulted from a proposal that an exhibitor be able 
to obtain a refund of the entry fee, if, midway during showing of that 
breed, the judge fell ill and had to be excused or died and the exhibi-
tor did not care for the substitute who would complete the judging 
assignment.  It was decided that the exhibitor should be able to get a 
refund although the mechanism for obtaining the refund was unclear.  
(Despite the aging of the judging community, it may be hoped that 
this is not a common event, and it seems to me that some consider-
ation of good sportsmanship should apply as well.)

At the other end of the age spectrum, a proposal is being forwarded 
to the board for a “Pee Wee” class, whereby children as young as 4 
years may show dogs in conformation.  (The parents have to be in the 
ring as well.)  The is to be regarded as a “special attraction,” much like 
the 4-6 month old puppy class.

Delegates Meeting:

Reports of the AKC officers were encouraging in that revenues and 
investment income were up but discouraging in that dog registrations 
were 8% below 2012.

A proposed amendment to the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, which 
would eliminate the different time frames for sending out premium 
lists depending on the class of mail utilized, was read and has been 
approved by the AKC Board of Directors.  

An amendment which would eliminate the date and location of the 
events on most ribbons and rosettes  was withdrawn by the Dog Show 
Rule Committee due to the realization that the cost savings would 
be minimal and most exhibitors would prefer to have the date and 
location printed  on the ribbons.  Although the stated purpose was 
to permit ribbons and rosettes to be purchased in bulk, neither the 
superintendents nor anyone else wanted to be tasked with storing all 
of these ribbons from year to year.

As previously, if any member would like more information on a par-
ticular issue, a summary of minutes is published in the AKC Gazette, 
and the complete minutes are available to me on the “delegate portal” 
of the AKC web site.  I am also happy to contact the appropriate staff 
member or officer at the AKC in order to answer any particular ques-
tions which you might have.   Send me an e-mail at  wchrist367@aol.
com  if I can help you in this way.

Parent Clubs Committee Meeting:

There was much discussion about AKC using FCI rules for the World 
Dog Show, which is part of the Eukanuba event in December.  The 
complaint seemed to be that American dogs were at a disadvantage, 
especially when it came to issues of dock and crop.  No one seemed to 
know who at AKC had made this decision or how it might be changed.  
Several parent clubs have protested the awarding of invitations to 
Crufts as part of the Eukanuba shows since their particular breeds are 
shown docked and/or cropped and hence are ineligible for Crufts.  ( As 
a side note,  the number of delegates who actually attend the “Dock 
and Crop” subcommittee meeting continues to decrease.)
Work is ongoing in order to develop a matrix for awarding “Parent 
Club of Excellence.”  Criteria are to include participation in educational 
events for the public, promotion of the Breeder of Merit program, 
and the number of new members taken in.  There was a concern that 
small clubs would be at a disadvantage.  Those parent clubs who will 
not accept new members will probably not be eligible for the award.  
More work will be done on this proposal before it is forwarded to the 
AKC Board.

The Complete Dog Book project is nearly complete.  Final proofs will 
be sent to the clubs for review and sign-off.

The CGC Titling project has been very successful.  8400 new CGC titles 
have been awarded, with 200-300 per week being submitted.  18% of 
the owners have registered their newly titled dogs with AKC as well.
AKC has developed two rules for whether or not e-balloting is accept-
able as an option for clubs to use.  AKC will “soon” issue a statement 
that it will be regarded as acceptable if:  1) state law in the state of 
incorporation of  the club permits it,  and 2) club bylaws specifically 
permit it.  (Club bylaws may need to be changed if they do not specifi-
cally permit this means of balloting.)  The advantage seems to be that 
it is cheaper, even when balloting is performed by a CPA firm.  There 
has to be some provision for paper ballots in the event that not all 
members have access to a computer.

A proposal is to be submitted to the delegate body asking that owner-
ship transfer fees for juniors be reduced or eliminated. 

“Drafting” will now be allowed as an all-breed titling event and will no 
longer be restricted to the six breeds of working dogs now approved 
to engage in this activity.  (Get those tiny carts ready!)

Canine Animal Recover (CAR) is to sponsor a project for bringing 
companion animal recover trailers to all states.  These are fully stocked 
for the emergency care and evacuation of companion animals from 
disaster areas, such as hurricanes, fires, tornadoes or other calami-
ties.  This is based on the North Carolina model.  In NC, the state has 
purchased and stocked 44 trailers in strategic locations around the 
state.  The cost per trailer is $17,000 to $20,000.  If licensed, member 
or parent clubs raise the money for one of these trailers, they will get  
their club logo painted on the side as well as the AKC logo.  (One of 
these trailers was available for inspection at the meeting.  More details 
will be forthcoming.)

Eukanuba this December will feature a conference specifically directed 
to breeders.  Suggestions for topics should be submitted to “Gina” at 
gml@akc.org.

William I Christensen 
Meetings of 10-11 June 2013

Raleigh,  North Carolina
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Recording Secretary’s Report 

Darlene Evans

JULY 15, 2013
ATCA BOARD AGENDA

1. Submitted the 3/25/13 minutes to the Talkabout for publication.
2. Notified the 2013 Nominating Committee about their appoint-

ment. Ann Roache, Chair; Sheila Dunn; Carol Jablonowski; Angie 
Bly alternate; William Christensen, alternate

3. Sent email thanks to 2013 Nominations committee submittals.
4. Notified all parties regarding action items from the 3/25 board 

meeting

Committee Updates
•	 Historian – Carol Sazama. – The disc containing the photos from 

the 2013 National will be sent to the archive committee.

•	 Judges Education Committee – Jane Tenor - See the response on 
the attached – JEC.pdf 

•	 Health Committee -- Teresa Schreeder - The health longevity 
and incident reports continue to be published in the Talkabout. 
Most of the inputs are coming from non-members. CHIC now 
has 44 current animals posted! In regards to the article regarding 
“a cure for dm by gene therapy”, I have contacted the researcher 
via email in Barcelona regarding using Australian terriers for in 
home test subjects – no response yet. Requesting funding for the 
Canine Health Conference 8/9-11 in St. Louis, MO. -- registration is 
$250 including room, air $600 for total request of $850. 

•	 Archive and Preservation Committee – Darlene Evans & Sue Bach-
man – A request went out to ATCA members asking for photos 
for preservation. Very little response. Have received the stud 
books which are now available. Still holding the material that 
needs to be sent to AKC. Have shared the sign on to the ATCA 
Board and Talkabout Editor – still need confirmation as to who 
should have access. 

•	 ROM – Kendall Liga – reports are being sent to the Archive com-
mittee for preservation. 

•	 2014 Education Chair – Carol Sazama – We ARE planning on a 
full day on Thursday for Education Day, but it is too early to share 
details from my end. More later. 

•	 Awards Committee – Susan Saulvester -- Please see attached 
Versatility Proposal To The ATCA Board 

•	 Futurity Committee –Sue Bachman, Jeanne Popovits & Teresa 
Schreeder -- Please see Futurity Requirements and forms else-
where in the Talkabout. 

•	 AKC Gazette -- Grace Cartwright. -- Being able to make the dead-
line for 2 of the 4 Gazette issues has been a problem. My final 
mad dash to finish my dissertation made fulfilling other obliga-
tions difficult. Thankfully, it is now complete with only minor 
edits due on August 2nd! With the very much appreciated help 
of Darlene Evens and Julie Seaton acting as guest columnists and 
the repeat of an older issue selected by the Gazette editor (her 
fav!) all issues for the year including Nov 2012 to August 2013 
issues were covered. The titles for the respective issues are:

•	November	2012…	We	weep	with	Joy	and	Sorrow
•	February	2013…	Rescue	Tugs	at	Your	Heart	(authors	Darlene	and	
Julie)
•	May	2013….	We	Can	Make	a	Difference	(repeat	of	column	first	seen	
in August 2010 Issue)
•	August	2013…Co-ownership:	a	shared	responsibility?	(submitted	on	
time) 

I have submitted 27 columns since the November 2007 Issue. Only 
one has been done by guest columnists and one repeated. I would 
welcome input from anyone who is interested in serving as a guest 
columnist or has article ideas. Even a small suggestion can spark the 
creative juices needed to start an article and would be greatly appreci-
ated! 

•	 Legislative Liaison – Kerrie Bryan. --The major work of the Legisla-
tive Liaison is to keep the membership updated on dog legisla-
tion. Taking Command is emailed to every member and specific 
state legislation is emailed to individual members in those 
affected states. AKC’s efforts to expose abuses by the so-called 
Animal Rights movement is also emailed to members. Current 
Legislative proposals (both pro and anti-dogs) are available 
through the LEGISLATION Button on the ATCA web site. 

•	 ATCA Website – Kerrie Bryan. -- The web site has been migrated 
to a new platform . The former platform was software that is no 
longer supported. The new platform (Cpanel) is more flexible 
and stable. Although it took considerable work to make sure all 
links and pages were migrated(many were not) the website is 
now functioning well. During this process, I received little sup-
port from OLM, the web site host, and I will be recommending a 
change of host in the near future. I have installed SMF ( Simple 
Machine Forums) forum boards which the Judge’s Education 
Committee will use in their virtual workshop. I have also set up a 
web page for images used in the virtual workshop. Both sites are 
password protected and may be viewed only by those sanc-
tioned by Jane Tenor, the chair of the judge’s Education Commit-
tee will enable any ATCA committee (upon request to the Admin-
istrator, Kerrie Bryan, ) to use a dedicated forum for discussion of 
its work or projects. These would also be password protected. will 
enable the ATCA Board (upon request to the Administrator, Kerrie 
Bryan, ) to use a dedicated forum for discussion of their work or 
projects. 

Action Items
•	 Carol Whitehead, ATCA membership applicant. Carol Whitehead’s 

membership application has been approved. Darlene Evans is to 
notify her.

•	 Health Committee requesting $850 to attend Canine Health 
Conference. – Approved by the Board.

•	 Awards Committee requesting approval for their proposal on the 
Versatility Award – The Board has approved the Versatility Award 
proposal as presented (a copy of it is included). Jeanne Popovits. 
commended the Awards Committee for the work that they did. 
The Board would like the Awards Committee to look at some way 
in which all titles such as Canine Good Citizen and others could 
be incorporated. A suggestion was made, that maybe a miscella-
neous category could be added but this is left up to the Commit-
tee to present an update by 1/1/14.

•	 Futurity Committee requesting approval for their proposal – Ap-
proved as presented. The proposal stated that 50% of the funds 
from the Futurity would go to ATCA general accounts. A copy of 
the Rules and Forms are included elsewhere in the Talkabout. 
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 

Mike Palazzo 
Third Quarter 2013

•	 No applications received for membership this past quarter.

•	 Received one inquiry in search of AT breeders in Canada. Sheila 
Dunn had already been in touch and provided assistance.

•	 Received one inquiry regarding 2014 Calendar photo entries. 
Referred to ATCA Calendar Chair.

•	 Received a request from a book author to quote from the ATCA 
Breed Standard in an upcoming book. President approved and 
permission granted.

•	 Received two queries regarding suitability of Australian Terriers 
for inquirer-described lifestyles. Responded to first (general ques-
tions) and referred second to Breeder Referral Chair.

•	 Received a breed questionnaire from an author working on a 
new book about making better choices when purchasing dogs. 
Referred to President.

•	 Corresponded with Sue Richards, AKC Event Planning requesting 
log-in information to permit online 2014 ATCA specialty entry 
process. Forwarded information to Kerrie Bryan, ATCA Specialty 
Show Chair.

•	 Cloud archive material – ATCA’s material is now being scanned 
and saved on the Internet under a separate account. The Board 
has approved to allow any member who would like, have ac-
cess to this material, please contact Darlene Evans and she will 
provide the log in and answer any questions you may have. The 
Archive Committee is willing to copy any and all documents and 
pictures and members would like to preserve for future genera-
tions. All originals will be returned undamaged.

•	 Supported Entry Request for Desert Empire and Palm Springs 
January 2014 has been approved. Darlene requested Kreg to 
complete the ATCA request forms.

•	 Judges Education Committee – The JEC (Judges Education Com-
mittee) has updated the presenters list. It was recommended 
that instead of the JEC asking individuals to be presenters, that 
they supply the application form and let the members apply. The 
Board is requesting the JEC to present criteria for training and 
credentialing presenters, rough drafts for the curriculum and 
visual and/video presentation as well budget by 1/1/14.

•	 Financials – are to be summarized for the Talkabout and details 
will be available on the Website. The data is for the Fiscal year. 
Kreg Hill 

Outstanding Items
•	 AusTTrust – Financials were included in the yearly -- Kreg Hill
•	 Rescue needs to come up with proposal on possible issues and 

how they should be handled. – Rescue will follow the ATCA 
Bylaws – Darlene Evans.

•	 Advertising in the Talkabout and Editorial Committee guidelines – 
Sandra Weigle

•	 Judges Contracts for the National Specialties – Jane Tenor
•	 Illustrated Standard - will be after the JEC is completed.
•	 ATCA logo – Alexa Samarotto is going to champion this project. 

Outlines of a logo has begun and should have draft by 1/1/14.
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Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER     
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q2 2013    
     

Animal                                                                               Date       New / Update     CHIC #                Reg #                   Owner

LONGEVITY REPORT
OH-6.9 yrs Plural effusion/Vet malpractice
VA-14 yrs Oral Melanoma
WA-11.9 yrs Diabetes/Mammary tumors
PA-3.5 yrs Leukemia

HEALTH INCIDENT REPORT
CA- 8yr Mammary tumor
NC- Myasthenia Gravis

 

Ryba’s On A Clear Day
Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
Ryba’s Coco Chanel
Ryba’s Nothing But Blue Skies
Ryba’s A Bit Risque
Marble Arch The Corner Man
Dreamtime The Professor Of Bluquo
Dreamtime The Duchess
Aristas Velvet, The Queen
Aristas Million Dollar Baby
Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
Dreamtime’s Latin Lover
Ryba’s Contraband
Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K
Ryba’s Lori My Darlin’
Dunham Lake Take A Bow

5/23/2013
6/21/2013
5/23/2013
5/23/2013
5/23/2013
4/15/2013
4/15/2013
4/15/2013
5/2/2013
5/2/2013
5/2/2013
5/2/2013
5/30/2013
5/30/2013
5/30/2013
6/14/2013

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

74284
74484
74855
74856
87995
88746
88747
88748
89052
89053
89054
89055
89831
89832
89833
90153

RN17651204
RN20875408
RN10417307
RN17651203
RN23346001
RN22471901
RN23822303
RN23822301
RN21719302
RN23592601
RN23300601
RN16332802
RN24285302
RN24285301
RN24285303
RN22395202

S Bachman T Schreeder
S Bachman T Schreeder M Langham
S Bachman T Schreeder
Pamela Levy
S Bachman T Schreeder
Sandra M. Weigle
Rita Farmer
Marilyn Y. Harban
Pamela C. Levy
Pamela C. Levy
Pamela Levy
R Farmer M Harban
Tami Collier
D Evans T Schreeder
Lisa Nance
Theresa Goiffon

DON’T MISS OUT being in the top 100 CHIC!
The first 100 dogs get an $80 rebate from ATCA Once their CHIC #’s are posted 

Any questions regarding CHIC please contact Teresa Schreeder Via email  
Pete128@earthlink.net
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  The Australian Terrier Club Of America, Inc.
 Fiscal Year Profit and Loss
July 2012 through June 2013

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
ATCA Store-Income 805.42

Australian Terrier Trust 2,437.00                     

Breeder Directory 1,085.00

Calendar 3,132.50

Henderson Obedience Awards 271.42

Interest 73.62

Member Dues 6,981.00

National Specialties 14,817.28

Meet the Breed Javits Center 300.00

Publication Subscriptions 1,616.00

Purina Parent Club Partnership 103.44

Supported Entries 97.60

Total Income 31,720.28

Expense
Total Administrative Expenses 1,442.42

Functional Expenses
AKC - Three Delegate Meetings 3,129.55

ATCA Store 45.35

Calendar 3,506.52

Educational Fund 2,810.20

Health Fund 2,547.00

Insurance 1,915.00

National Specialties 14,020.68

Pay Pal Fees 200.65

Publications - Talkabout 1,966.92

Trophies - Eukanuba 215.00
Total Functional Expenses 30,356.87

Total Expense 31,779.29

Net Income -59.01

Prepared Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA  kreg@kreghill.com
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 The Australian Terrier Club Of America, Inc.
 Fiscal Year - Balance Sheet

July 2012 - June 2013
ASSETS

Checking/Savings

PayPal Account 1,490.84

Wells Fargo Accounts

Australian Terrier Trust 25,513.87

Wells Fargo ATCA Checking 10,901.23

Wells Fargo ATCA Savings

ATCA Funds 21,684.32

Educational Fund 2,926.65

Health Funds

CHIC Rebate Fund 8,000.00

Health Funds 3,943.89

Total Health Funds 11,943.89

Restricted Funds

Eleanor Fischer Fund 4,801.23

Milton and Nell Fox Mem. Fund 9,395.71

Normalynn Heard Mem Fund 15,083.83

Rose Parker Award Fund 5,731.66

Total Restricted Funds 35,012.43

Total Wells Fargo Savings 71,567.29

Total Wells Fargo Accounts 107,982.39

Total Checking/Savings 109,473.23

Prepared by Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA kreg@kreghill.com
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ATCA Awards Committee 
(December 2011)

Purpose:  To coordinate and distribute all ATCA dog and member awards annually.

The Chair will be appointed by the ATCA Board every two years, in even numbered years.   The 
Chair will then choose up to three additional members to serve on this Committee.

Guidelines

ATCA Awards are complimentary and are for members only.
• In the case of co ownership in performance and companion events, the handler of the dog 

must be an ATCA member. For conformation awards, the award will be made to the 
member whose name is listed first on the registration.

• The title applied for must have been acquired after the person becomes an ATCA member.
• Additional plaques and title bars may be ordered and paid for by written request to the 

Awards Chair, accompanied by payment.
• All title awards must be applied for by the member to the Awards Chair and the AKC 

certificate must accompany the request
• Awards must be applied for within 24 months of the title date. Awards are retroactive 

beginning January 1, 2010.

Dog Performance Awards

• The award for Conformation and individual companion and performance titles is a wooden 
plaque with the Club logo and the member’s name.  The dog’s name and title and date will 
be on a gold adhesive bar to be added to the plaque.  A member may purchase a second 
wooden plaque when the first one has been filled.

Other Members Awards listed below have their own guidelines listed individually by 
title.

• ROM award is a certificate
• Versatility Award is a wooden plaque with the club logo, the dog’s name and titles, owner’s 

name and date of presentation
• AKC Good Sportsmanship Award is a Medallion supplied by AKC upon request.
• Breeder Awards are certificates offered for Breeder of Best in Sweeps, Breeder of Best in 

Sweeps Veteran and Breeder of Best of Breed at the National Specialty.  Breeder must be a 
member of ATCA. 

• Henderson Obedience Awards

Other Awards to Member or Dog Achievements may be recognized on an individual basis.

For questions on applying for an award please contact the Awards Chair 
      -- Susan Saulvester  auster@mindspring.com
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HENDERSON OBEDIENCE AWARDS PROCEDURES
Established in 1974 by Jane Henderson

Revised 2013

SCOPE:   This award will be given annually to the dog/handler team with the highest sum of 
three qualifying scores in only Novice A or Novice B, Open A or Open B, or Utility A or Utility B.   
The same dog/handler may win this award in all 3 categories (Novice, Open and Utility).

PURPOSE:  This award is to recognize the achievements of acquiring a Novice, Open or Utility 
AKC title.

QULIFICATION:
1. Applicant must be a member of ATCA in good standing.  At least one of the qualifying 

scores must be earned after being a member of ATCA for 6 months. 
2. The applicant with the 3 highest average score for Novice A or B will be awarded the 

Henderson Obedience Award for Novice.  Once a dog handler team has won this award, 
that particular dog/handler team is no longer eligible for this level award.

3. The applicant with the 3 highest average score for Open A or B will be awarded the 
Henderson Obedience Award for Open. Once a dog/handler team has won this award, 
that particular dog/handler team is no longer eligible for this level award.

4. The applicant with the 3 highest average score for Utility A or B will be awarded the 
Henderson Obedience Award for Utility. Once a dog/handler team has won this award, 
that particular dog/handler team is no longer eligible for this level award.

5. Qualification period is from 60 days prior to ATCA National date to 60 days prior to 
following ATCA National date. 

SUBMISSION:
1. The applicant is responsible for submitting their request to the Awards Committee which 

must contain their scores and a copy of their Certificate of Title from AKC.  This may 
include scores obtained while the dog is completing its title, as well as scores obtained 
while the dog is being shown for sixty days following the completion of its title as allowed 
by AKC.

2. Submission for the Henderson Award must be received 60 days prior to the National.

AWARD:
1. Each category (Novice, Open, and Utility) winning applicant will receive an award of $50 

cash.
2. Each winning applicant will receive a certificate from ATCA titled “Henderson Award for 

Excellence in Obedience”.
3. The award will be distributed at the ATCA Annual Meeting.  If the applicant is not 

present, the check and certificate will be mailed.

FUNDING:  
1. Funding for the $150 annually will be through private contributions and not from ATCA 

funds.  Excess will be held by the ATCA Treasurer and will remain in the Henderson 
Award Fund for future years.

For information on applying for the above award please contact the Awards Chair 
      -- Susan Saulvester  auster@mindspring.com
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ATCA Versatility Award 
(April 2013) 

 
Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of 
accomplishment in more than one AKC discipline during their lifetime. This Award is given to dogs that have earned 
AKC titles in three venues. Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing of 
ATCA and at least one title must have been earned after ATCA membership approval.  The Member must apply for 
this award through the Performance Awards Chairman. (Refer to Board Action 3-09) 

 
List of Disciplines eligible for awards: 

• AKC Agility 
• AKC Conformation 
• AKC Obedience 
• AKC Rally Obedience 
• AKC Tracking 
• AKC Earthdog 
• AKC THD 
• AKC Coursing Ability 

To request the Award, owners of eligible dogs must fill out the application and submit a photocopy of their earned 

titles. Photos and a brief biography of the dog’s accomplishments may be submitted to the Talkabout for printing, 

subject to the 
publication’s space availability. 

 
Award applications will be accepted annually up to 4 weeks preceding the National Specialty and will be presented at 
the 
Annual Banquet. 

 
The Versatile Dog Award requires a total of 3 points earned across three areas of 
competition. 
The Versatile Dog Excellent requires 8 additional points earned in at least two areas of 
competition 

Level Conformation Obedience Rally Tracking Agility Earthdog Therapy
Dog Coursing

0.5
Point BN

1 Point CH CD RN TD
NA and NAJ

or
NAP and NJP

JE THD CA

1.5
Points GN

2 Points GCH CDX RA TDX
OA and OAJ

or
OAP & OJP

SE CAA

2.5
Points GO

3 Points UD RE VST
AX and AXJ

or
AJ and AXP

ME CAX

4 Points UDX RAE CT
MX and MXJ

or
MXP & MJP

EE

The actual award will be a wooden plaque with the ATCA logo and the dog and member’s name, titles, and year presented.
BOARD ACTION ON VERSATILITY AWARDS

2008 Versatility Award will be awarded to dogs that have earned three AKC titles, and whose owner(s) are ATCA members. In the case of co-ownership, at least one owner must be an ATCA 
member. At least one AKC title must be earned after ATCA membership approval.
(Board Meeting May 2008) 

2009 Versatility Awards are presented to ATCA members and their Australian Terriers who achieve high levels of accomplishment in more than one AKC and/or Therapy Dog discipline 
during their lifetime. This Award is given to dogs that have earned three of the titles listed below. Any Australian Terrier is eligible that is owned or co-owned by a member in good standing of 
ATCA and at least one title must have been earned after ATCA membership approval. The Member must apply for this award through the Performance Awards Chairman. (Ballot 6, 3-28-09)



WHAT IS A PERFORMANCE TITLE, REALLY?
Not just a brag, not just a stepping stone to a higher title, not just an adjunct to competitive scores: a title is 
a tribute to the dog that bears it. A way to honor the dog. An ultimate memorial. It will remain, in record and 
in memory, for about as long as anything in this world can remain. Few humans will do as well or better in 
that regard.

And though the dog itself doesn’t know or care that its achievements have been noted, a title says many 
things in the world of humans, where such things matter.

A title says that your dog was intelligent and adaptable and good natured. It says your dog loved you 
enough to do the things that please you, however crazy they may have sometime seemed.

And a title says that you loved your dog. That you loved to spend time with it because it was a good dog. 
That you believed in it enough to give it yet another chance when it failed. And that in the end, your faith 
was justified.

A title proves that your dog inspired you to that special relationship enjoyed by so few: that in a world of 
disposable creatures, this dog with a title was greatly loved and loved greatly in return.

And when that short life is over, the title remains as a memorial of the finest kind, the best you can give to a 
deserving friend, volumes of praise in one small set of letters after the name.

A title is nothing less than love and respect given and received and permanently recorded.

Sandy Mowry

WHAT IS ROM OR ROM-EX??
The initials ROM and ROM-EX stand for Register of Merit and Register of Merit-Excellent.  These are titles 
given by the Australian Terrier Club of America to dogs owned or bred by club members. The Australian Terri-
ers that have been given those initials are in an elite group of dogs that have produced enough champions 
to be awarded the title.  However, it also helps us as breeders to know that our breeding programs are mov-
ing in the right direction, breeding dogs that consistently produce quality within the breed.  The registry is 
also a history of our breed and a roadmap of quality within our pedigrees as it shows the many dogs that are 
top producers.  

In 1998 the ROM application procedures were simplified in order to encourage more club members to 
participate in the ROM program. On the following pages we have provided the ROM and ROM-EX Rules and 
Regulations with a short application form.  

Hopefully we will see an increase in club members applying for ROM and ROM-Ex in the next year!

Mike & Kendall Liga, ROM chairs

For questions on the ROM award please contact the ROM Chairs
 -    Mike and Kendall Liga mliga@aol.com 
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ROM Guidelines
Effective January 1, 1998

General Requirements for ROM and ROM-Excellent
•	 ROM Awards are for ATCA members only.  
•	 Applicants must be either a dog’s Breeder or Owner.  ROM Certificates will be presented to both the Breeder and Owner if each is a 

member of ATCA.  
•	 ROM reports are due at the ROM Secretary’s office no later than March 31st of each year.
•	 Applications should be complete when submitted, that is, data for all 3 or 5 champions should accompany a single application for 

an ROM; all the qualifying wins, champions, etc. for an ROM-Excellent should accompany a single application.  Applications will not 
be accepted incomplete.

•	 Points for either ROM or ROM-Excellent are cumulative, but once the ROM-Excellent is achieved, no further points will be maintained 
by the ROM Secretary.

•	 Separate listings of Sires and Dams holding a ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be published annually, and dogs will be listed in 
alphabetical order.

•	 The ROM Secretary will mail certificates once a year.
•	 New recipients of either the ROM or ROM-Excellent title will be recognized at the Annual Awards Banquet in conjunction with the 

ATCA National Specialty.
•	 Wins at only AKC licensed events are eligible to be counted for the ROM or ROM-Excellent titles.
•	 Offspring from frozen semen will be eligible in accumulating the necessary points for sires and dams, providing such offspring are 

duly registered with the AKC.

ROM Requirements

•	 Dams of Merit:  3 AKC Champion Offspring
•	 Sires of Merit:   5 AKC Champion Offspring

Verification of championships for each offspring and a 3-generation pedigree of the Sire or Dam being submitted for an ROM title must 
be sent to the ATCA ROM Secretary.  

Championships are verified by 1 of 3 methods:
 1.  Providing a copy of the Championship certificate.
 2.  The issue (date and volume number) and page of the AKC Show
                        results in which the championship is published.
 3.  An AKC printout of the show records of the offspring.
ROM-Excellent Requirements

•	 Dams of Merit:   125 points and a minimum of 3 AKC Champion
                                             offspring
•	 Sires of Merit:   250 points and a minimum of 5 AKC Champion  
                                            offspring

Point System for ROM-Excellent
Group 1st                
Group 2nd                     
Group 3rd                       
Group 4th              
BIS                                
National BISS     
National BOS       
National AOM             (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Regional BISS      
Regional BOS       
Regional AOM              (must be verified in writing by the show chair)
Champions         each  (including the 3 or 5 required for ROM)

Points are cumulative and can be compiled in any combination using Champion Offspring, Group Placements and BIS/BISS wins as long 
as the minimum point total is met or exceeded.  As an example, if a dog won a Regional Specialty held in conjunction with an All Breed 
Club and then went on to win the group and BIS, it would earn points for its sire and dam for the Specialty win, group win, and Best 
in Show win (40+20+20=80).  Points can be accumulated and added to a Sire or Dam total after the initial award ROM. An application 
should not be submitted until it is complete.
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ROM APPLICATION
ATTACH PEDIGREE FOR ROM CANDIDATE.

Name of ROM Candidate  _______________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  _________

AKC #  _______________________________________________________________

Name of Breeder  ______________________________________________________

Name of Owner  _______________________________________________________

**************************************************************************************************
**
ATTACH AN AKC WIN RECORD OR AKC CHAMPIONSHIP CERTIFICATE FOR EACH OFFSPRING.

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________
     

Name of Offspring   ____________________________________________

Sex  ___________
 
DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________    
 

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________ 
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Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 

AKC #  _______________________________________________________

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ___________

DOB  __________ 
 
AKC #  _______________________________________________________
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ROM-EXCELLENT APPLICATION
ATTACH PEDIGREE FOR ROM-EX CANDIDATE.

Name of ROM-EX Candidate  _______________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  _____________

AKC #  ___________________________________________

Name of Breeder  ______________________________________________________

Name of Owner  _______________________________________________________

**************************************************************************************************
**
ATTACH AKC CHAMPIONSHIP CERTIFICATE WITH THE WIN RECORD OR DATE, SHOW, JUDGE, AND PLACE-
MENT OF ELIGIBLE WIN FOR EACH OFFSPRING.

Name of Offspring  _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
Number of Points  ________
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Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

 
Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________

Name of Offspring   _____________________________________________

Sex  ________

DOB  ________

AKC #  _____________________________________________
     
Number of Points  ________
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Introduction

The Australian Terrier Futurity Program is designed to encourage and reward the breeders of Australian Terriers.  A futurity lets breeders show-
case their young dogs and bitches produced through their breeding programs and it is a way of expressing confidence in the quality of a 
particular breeding.

The recognition of Australian Terriers is important for continued quality breeding. The Futurity Program rewards the efforts of breeders with 
awards and recognition.  It is a matter of great prestige to win a futurity.

A futurity show is a non-regular competition at the ATCA National Specialty for young dogs and bitches that recognizes and awards those Aus-
tralian Terriers that most closely conform to the approved breed standard.  A futurity is identical to a conformation show except that no cham-
pionship points are awarded to the winners and only nominated animals can compete.  The competition requires a series of nominations from a 
breeder and payment of associated fees by the breeder and/or owner of the get prior to the date the futurity. 

FUTURITY NOMINATION REQUIREMENTS & RULES

The Futurity is sponsored by the Australian Terrier Club of America and is exclusively for the competition of Junior, Intermediate and Senior 
dogs and bitches between 6 months and 24 months of age in conjunction with the National Specialty.  It is primarily a showcase for breeders of 
Australian Terriers.

The Futurity is open to all breeders of AKC registered Australian Terriers in good standing with the American Kennel Club.
The breeder is responsible for nominating the bitch for the appropriate Futurity (offspring from 6 months to 24 months old).  The breeder is also 
responsible for returning the nominating forms and associated fees to the Futurity Chairperson.  Late fees will apply if the litter is nominated 
after 10 weeks of age.

The National Specialty dates are as follows:  May 2014 Colorado, Sept. 2015 Tennessee, and June 2016 California.

Nomination Procedure and Forms

The bitch must be nominated prior to whelping. The Official Bitch Nomination Form, along with the fee of $50 is mailed to the Futurity Chairper-
son. The Bitch Nomination Form may be downloaded from the above link or can be obtained from the Futurity Chairperson.

Late bitch nominations are accepted after whelp and postmarked prior to the litter turning 10 weeks old. The fee for a late nomination is $75. 
Breeders of late nominated bitches waive their right to nominate and vote for the futurity judge.

The Official Litter Nomination Form sent to breeders of nominated bitches by the Futurity Chairperson,  should be returned along with the fee of 
$25 and a three-generation pedigree (for the catalog), and must be postmarked prior to the litter turning 3 months old.

The Official Puppy Nomination Form including the fee of $10 must be returned to Futurity Chairperson no later than one month to the date of 
the ATCA National Specialty.

Futurity Entries

To enter the Futurity, puppies must be entered in a regular conformation class and the appropriate futurity class as an ‘additional’ class at the 
ATCA National they were nominated and are eligible for.

The Futurity Chairperson collects the nomination forms and fees.  The Show Superintendent collects entry fees and additional class fees. 

Eligibility

Puppies are only eligible to be shown in one Futurity; the first Futurity when they are at least 6 months of age and no older than 24 months, 
Champions of record are eligible, breeder/owner /non- professional exhibitor must show the dog.  If a professional handler owns the dog but is 
not the breeder, they are ineligible to show the dog.  If the professional handler bred the dog, of course, they are eligible to show the dog.

Classes

Futurity Classes will be divided according to age and sex as follows:

•	 Dogs 6-12 Months                Bitches 6-12 Months
•	 Dogs 12-18 Months              Bitches 12-18 Months
•	 Dogs 18-24 Months              Bitches 18-24 Months 

The winner of each class will compete for Best Dog and Best Bitch In Futurity.

The Australian Terrier Futurity Program
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Judge Selection Process

The Futurity Judge is chosen by a two-step process by breeders of nominated bitches who are members in good standing with the American 
Kennel Club.   

•	 Step 1: Ballots are sent, by the Futurity Chairperson, to the first listed breeder on the Bitch Nomination Form for each nominated bitch.  
One ballot will be accepted for each bitch nominated. All eligible breeders must nominate two (2) different names with the qualification of 
“hands on experience” with the Australian Terrier breed. These people must be in good standing with the AKC.

•	 Step 2:  Ballots are again sent to the first listed breeder on the Bitch Nomination Form. The breeder will select two (2) names from the final 
list of five nominees. The nominees will be queried as to their willingness to judge the event in the order established in the balloting pro-
cess. The alternate judge will be selected by the second greatest number of votes.

•	 Step 3:  The selected judge will be sent a letter, see the proposed attached letter, asking the selected judge to judge our Futurity.  It also 
advises them that no judging fees or expenses will be paid.  If the Futurity is held on the same day as the National Specialty, the judge may 
not show a dog at the National Specialty.  The judge may, however show a dog on the remaining days of the show.  If the Futurity is held on 
a day prior to the National Specialty, the judge may show on all remaining days including the National Specialty.

 
Note: Late bitch nominations forfeit their right to ballot for the Futurity Judge.

Trophies and Awards

Prize money shall be awarded to the breeder only. If an owner or non-professional exhibitor of the winning dog is not the breeder, and the 
breeder is not present, a check will be mailed directly to the breeder.
•	 Breeder of the Best Dog and Best Bitch in Futurity 

-Breed figure on a wood base 
-$100.00 
 
If there are additional persons listed as breeders on the AKC Registration Certificate, they may purchase a breed figure on wood base from 
the ATCA for cost plus shipping. 

•	 Rosettes are awarded to all placements in Futurity.
•	 A medallion with neck ribbon is provided for placements in Futurity.
•	 The owner of the sire receives a breed figure on a wood base.  Additional persons listed as owners on the AKC Registration Certificate, may 

purchase a breed figure on wood base from the ATCA for cost plus shipping. 

Entry fees will be retained in the event a nominated bitch or puppy is found to be ineligible under any of the above conditions.    
Fees are payable in U.S. Funds.                                                                                            
All Nomination fees are nonrefundable. 
ATCA will receive 50% of net revenue generated.

FUTURITY COMMITTEE

The Futurity Committee is composed of a chairperson who selects up to three ATCA members. Currently Sue Bachman is the Futurity Chairper-
son and for the transition period, Jeanne Popovits and Teresa Schreeder are the committee members.

Sue Bachman Futurity Chairperson
6829 Pleasants Valley Rd., Vacaville, Calif.95688

Email:Suebachman@ATT.Net,
Phone: 707-451-8377

Futurity Transition Procedure

The first Futurity will be held in Longmont, Colorado in May 2014 with these provisos: 

•	 The Bitch Nomination Form : The 10 weeks age requirement for the liter nomination will be waived
•	 For 2014 only, the late bitch nomination fee will be waived
•	 Eligible dogs will be 6 months old to 24 months old.  Champions of record will be eligible.
•	 For 2014 only, the first breeder of all nominated bitches will receive a judge’s ballot. 
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 Page 8 
 

 

                                                                                                              Futurity #__________ 
Australian Terrier Club of America 

 
 
FUTURITY PUPPY NOMINATION Official Entry Form Nominating Fee: $10.00  
         
Your puppy’s litter is nominated to the 2015 Futurity 
        To nominate your puppy, you must complete this form and return with the fee to the  
        Futurity Chairperson postmarked one month prior to the date of the ATCA National                
        Specialty  
 
 
Name of the Puppy___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AKC Number ________________________________*CHIC#_________________ Dog/Bithch 
  
*CHIC # (not required to enter the Futurity) 
 
Owner _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________State____________________Zip____________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________________________Email:______________________________________________ 
 
 
Co-Owner Name(s) _______________________________ 
 
Bitch Nomination Fee: $50.00 with nomination made while bitch is in whelp and so postmarked. Late bitch nominations will be 
accepted if postmarked before the litter is 10 weeks old. The fee for this late nomination is $75.00. Breeders of late nominated 
bitches waive their right to vote for the Futurity Judge. 
  
Litter Nomination Fee: $25.00 to nominate the entire litter. The litter nomination must be made before the litter has reached 3 
months of age and must be so postmarked. Litter nomination forms are automatically sent. Contact the Futurity Chairman if 
you have not received litter forms by the time your puppies are 2 months old.  
 
Individual Puppy Nomination Form fee of $10 sent to the Futurity Chairperson postmarked one month prior to the date of the 
ATCA National Specialty and then entered into the appropriate Futurity class as an additional class at the ATCA National 
ENTRIES MUST BE MADE ON OFFICIAL FORMS AND IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY 

Checks made out to ATCA Futurity and sent to: Sue Bachman 

                                                                               6829 Pleasants Valley Rd. Vacaville Calif.95688 

                                                                              Email:suebachman@att.net 

                                                                             Phone: 707-451-8377   
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- 
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Futurity Glossary of Terms

AKC – American Kennel Club

Breeder – A person who breeds dogs.  Under AKC rules, the breeder is the owner (or if the Dam was leased, the lessee) of the Dam 
when the Dam was bred.  This is the person or persons listed on the AKC Registration Certificate of the Get( puppies) and is consid-
ered the breeder/s of record.  In the event there are multiple breeders, the first person listed on the AKC Registration Certificate is 
the person that will receive trophies and awards provided by the ATCA.

Dam - The female parent of a dog.

Futurity – A non-regular competition at a designated National Specialty Show that recognizes and awards dogs and bitches who 
most closely conform to the approved breed standard.  The competition requires a series of nominations from a breeder and pay-
ment of associated fees by the breeder and /or owner of the Get prior to the date on which the Futurity is judged.

Futurity Year - June 1 to May 31

Get – The offspring from the breeding of the Dam to the Sire.

Owner of the Sire – The owner of the sire or frozen semen (see the AKC rules for ownership of frozen semen) when the Dam was 
bred.  In the event there are multiple owners, the first person listed on the  AKC Registration Certificate that is a Member in Good 
Standing is the person that will receive trophies and awards provided by ATCA.

Sire – The male parent of a dog.

Whelping Date – The birth date of the puppies or Get.
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I was looking at our AKC stats for the year to date and noticed 
that we have only a couple of Junior Handlers in our breed.

I hope that anyone who shows is encouraging their local youth 
to get into showing the Australian Terrier! It is sad to think that 
this wonderful breed, not common in the Junior ring, only has a 
handful of Juniors showing them.

We have never had large numbers of the breed in the Junior ring, 
but right now for 2013, we have two! Yes, TWO!

I like to think that the future is in the hands of a younger genera-
tion. One that will show the dogs, learn about them, and before 
they get into breeding the dogs , IF they will be breeding, study 
study study....

So if you are at a dog show, which many of you are, encourage 
those starting out to handle an Australian Terrier! Like I have said 
many times to many kids, “You will never be bored!”

It is our responsibility to make sure the breed goes forward and 
having Juniors in the ring with our dogs is one of the paths to the 
future. 

To quote AKC: Juniors are important to the future of the sport 
of dogs and responsible dog ownership, and the more they 
learn, the more valuable they become. The values, attitudes 
and responsibility learned through Junior Showmanship will 
serve youngsters well throughout their lives. 

Juniors are the key to the future, so let’s encourage more of them 
to show our beloved breed!

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor
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Master Earthdog Tests, Izzy was lucky to draw Reggie (an Aussie 
Endurance Earthdog) as a brace mate.  What a beautiful sight, the two 
Aussies hunting cooperatively in the open fields and along the trails.  
I would encourage other Aussie owners to try this wonderful event!  
An added bonus is that my large garden space and yard has the best 
critter	protection	plan	ever….	Aussies!

Now the CAT events are something to behold.  If you want to see your 
Aussie smile, this is the event.  And yes, Aussies do smile when they do 
this.  I have seen it on many occasions.  To run like the wind, as fast as 
they can, with total abandonment is definitely a reason to smile.  It is 
wonderful to hear about and see more and more Aussies participat-
ing in this event.  It is just so enjoyable to watch all the breeds run this 
event because they really do have a good time.

There have been a couple of accomplishments along the way for this 
conformation novice.  One of the most memorable was going Best of 
Winners at the Devon Dog Show 2011 for our championship.  It was 
so exciting to be in the ring with so many wonderful Aussies.  When 
the judge pointed to me, I was a little overcome with emotion, I must 
admit.  I do believe Izzy sparkled that sunny, hot day in the ring.  Either 
that, or heat stroke was setting in and my vision was starting to go!  
Many shows have come and gone, but by far the memory of this show 
will always be special to me.

As the owner of a couple of Aussies, I am never more thrilled than 
when	someone	comes	up	to	me	and	asks,	“What	kind	of	dog	is	that?”		
Whether it is after ring time or just out hiking, it is an opportunity 
to get the word out on this grand little dog.  And the word must be 
getting out there.  Years ago, people would come up and ask “Is that a 
Yorkie?”	(Good	golly!).		Now,	people	actually	ask	me,	“Is	that	an	Austra-
lian	Terrier?”		Of	course,	I	respond	enthusiastically,	“Yes!”		
I have no idea where my Aussie future will take me but I know the 
adventure will continue.

Since first acquiring my pet Aussie about 8 years ago and then adding 
a second one a short 2-plus years ago, life has been quite lively and 
there is never a dull moment.  Getting my first Aussie was a diffi-
cult mission, because I had never seen an Aussie in my life.  I knew I 
wanted a terrier (I had 2 Westies before) and I kept coming back to 
the description and the picture of an Aussie in a terrier book. I did get 
myself to my very first dog show as a spectator, the Westchester Ken-
nel Club Show in Tarrytown, NY, at the Lyndhurst Estate, just to see an 
Aussie.  That was back in 2004.

My pet Aussie was my constant companion as I hiked the various 
peaks and trails of the beautiful Hudson Valley in New York State.  
Always ready to go, Cooper would hike for miles with me, never tiring 
and always happy to be along for the day.  Whether it be climbing 
Anthony’s Nose (yes, that is the name of the mountain near Bear 

Mountain in NY), 
hiking the trails of 
Rockwood Hall, or 
any one of the many 
trails in the region, 
he was always the 
perfect companion. 
He also traveled with 
me to many places, 
always eager to ex-
plore.  Some favorite 
spots include New-
port, Block Island, 
the Outer Banks, 
and the beaches of 
Cape Cod.  As soon 
as a suitcase was car-
ried out to the car, 
he would dash out 
the door and wait 
patiently right by 
the car.

And so the time came for me to add a second Aussie to the fam-
ily.		What	could	be	better	than	one	Aussie?		Yes,	make	it	two	Aussies.		
Although never intending to show, somehow upon meeting breeder 
Lisa Violette and acquiring my second Aussie, Izzy, I did find myself at-
tempting this sport called conformation.  I stumbled and occasionally 
succeeded as I traveled this path of conformation.  I was lucky to have 
Aussie folks freely give their advice, grooming hints, and support.  But 
I must admit the discovery of other events, particularly Earthdog and 
CAT (Coursing Ability Test) events, has really added a level of enjoy-
ment to the time spent with my Aussies.  Participation in Earthdog was 
the result of the question asked by a fellow Aussie person, Heather, 
“Have	you	thought	about	Earthdog?”	at	my	very	first	conformation	
show.  Within a couple of months, I starting going to Earthdog events 
and have enjoyed each and every one.   To see Izzy in action guided by 
that natural terrier drive to the prey is just amazing, although honestly,  
there was no learning curve.  It came quite naturally.  At a few of the

Meet the Member
We would like to introduce you to the breeders/owners of the dog on the cover of the current issue.  

This month, our cover was reserved by Susan Jacobsen, a member of the ATCA since 2011. 
Thank You, Susan for sharing with us!
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AKC Gazette Column 

There was a time when the biggest breeders kept a “kennel” and 
would choose from among the dogs in their “line” to use for their next 
litter. Most modern breeders keep significantly fewer dogs and have 
them live in their homes as beloved companions. These breeders 
typically will work with other small breeders to complement their 
breeding stock when needed. This, however, doesn’t help deal with 
the dilemma of which puppies to keep from their litters to be shown 
and bred in the future. Responsible breeders understand that not 
every puppy in a given litter should or can be show/breeding pros-
pects, but sometimes there are more puppies with excellent potential 
than will comfortably fit in the household.  Some solve this dilemma 
by finding individuals who are willing to “co ‐own” their puppies with.  
These  co ‐owners are often pet owners who will allow the breeder to 
retain showing/breeding rights to the dog. Several factors should be 
addressed before entering into a co ‐ownership. These will avoid hurt 
feelings and potential legal issues in the future. Some of the most 
important questions to discuss and one potential answer for each are: 

1. Who takes physical responsibility for the dog? The pet owner 
takes responsibility for feeding  and care of the dog, including 
normal vet bills, just as they would for a “pet” quality puppy 
obtained from the breeder. 

2. Who takes responsibility for the grooming and  special training 
of the dog? The breeder takes the responsibility for having the 
dog groomed and trained for the conformation ring. Sometimes 
a  breeder gets lucky and finds someone who is  interested in 
learning and is willing to contribute. By all means, this should be 
encouraged, as this is where our potential  future breeders often 
come from! 

3. Who pays for  travel and showing costs of the dog? The breeder 
takes full responsibility if they expect to keep full breeding 
rights! If the pet owner decides they would like to participate, 
then there should  be a frank discussion on how to handle 
future breedings. The more responsibility the pet  owner takes 
in obtaining titles, the more they should “benefit” from future 
breedings.

4. Who should cover the cost of health tests, stud fee, whelping 
costs and associated vet bills? If the breeder expects to retain 
all breeding rights, then they should cover all costs as pertains 
to breeding. It is  the author’s opinion that there should still be 
some  benefit given to the pet owner for the inconvenience of 
having their pet used for breeding. It could be in the  form of one 
of the puppies kept as a pet (if they own the bitch) or a monetary 
payment, such as a portion of the fee obtained for stud service. It 
should be discussed and agreed upon BEFORE the breeding oc-
curs. 

5.   .  Who handles the stud or whelps the litter? The breeder  should  
         expect to take full responsibility for the breeding and whelping,      
         which should occur in the breeder’s home. Again, the more the  
         pet owner participates the more the pet owner will and should  
         expect to benefit.

The ATCA would like to thank Grace for her wonderful articles. This 
article was an AKC Gazette Breed Spotlight Article for the month of  
August! 

Congratulations Grace!

Australian Terrier Column
August 2013 Issue

Co- ‐ownership: a shared responsibility?

About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.
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The best judges are, without a doubt, those who enjoy what they do. 
Nearly every judge I know savors the assignment to judge a Specialty 
show, for it is at the Specialties that we tend to see the greatest num-
ber of dogs of that breed congregating in one place. This normally 
provides the potential for a depth of quality seldom seen at All-Breed 
shows. One of the many highlights of a judging career often comes 
from judging a National Specialty.

For many judges, the Veterans classes, where dogs or bitches return 
to the ring after staying home for some time, are the most difficult. 
These dogs were the winners of yesteryear, and seeing them again can 
bring a tear to the eye of even the most jaded fancier. Often, some of 
the best-quality dogs in the entire show are those competing in the 
Veterans classes.

Beauty before age

The question often arises as to how Veterans 
classes should be judged. For me, there is 
little question. I’m not there to let my senti-
ment push me into rewarding the oldest dog 
in the ring with a ribbon. I’m still judging, so 
I’m looking for the best example of the breed 
in the class.

At a Specialty, the winner of a Veterans class 
is eligible to compete for Best of Breed – and 
sometimes wins. Seeking quality means I 
cannot forgive the sagging topline caused 
by having a litter or by age. Seeking quality 
means I cannot forgive faulty movement. 
But seeking quality does allow me to ignore 
those inevitable gray hairs.

One judging difficulty occurs when viewing 
a dog that retains classic breed type when 
stacked but, upon closer examination, has 
not been treated kindly by age and time. This 
is often the dog that falls apart when gaited. 
Here the judge faces a tough decision: either 
recognize the type and place the dog highly in the class, or fault the 
weaknesses that appear to be the result of the natural aging process. 
There’s no easy answer to such a dilemma. It’s difficult to reward a dog 
that’s no longer able to perform its intended function.

In the end, judges are charged with deciding on placements that are 
based on how the dog looks on the day, not how it might have looked 
before or even on how it might look tomorrow. Prior records should 
not figure into the decision-making process. 

It’s also interesting to see how a breed holds up over time. Has there 
been a change in the style of dogs since the members of the Veterans 
class	were	youngsters?	Has	the	breed	improved	over	time,	or	has	the	
quality	slipped	since	then?	From	this	point	of	view,	to	find	that	the	
best dogs in the entire show are found in the Veterans classes gener-
ally does not speak well for the breed. The youngsters should, ideally, 
be of better quality than the older generation, for the job of breeders 
is to protect and improve the breed.

Big winners of the past

Sometimes a judge finds that one of the dogs in a class was, in its 
younger years, a big winner. What should a judge do if the dog with 
the	big	record	has	not	held	up	well	over	the	years?	Perhaps	the	dog	
has lost some of the muscle fill in the skull, creating a head that is not 
as good as it once was. Maybe the superb movement of years past can 
no longer be seen. Should a judge recognize the record of the dog by 
giving	it	the	class	or	a	placement	despite	the	signs	of	age?	A	difficult	
decision.

The owners or handlers of this former winner must also make tough 
choices. Should the dog be brought out to the show despite its cur-
rent shortcomings, or should it remain in the comfort of its home 
where it can rest on its laurels, and its fans can remember it as it once 
was?	For	me,	despite	the	temptation	to	exhibit	a	dog	one	more	time,	
it’s sometimes best to resist the pull.

Golden years

Sometimes, despite best intentions, 
personal experience can intrude on the 
judging process. For example, I’ve now 
been judging for more than 23 years. Per-
haps the most difficult class I ever judged 
was a Veteran-Bitch 12-Years-and-Older 
class at the Golden Retriever National 
Specialty in September 2001. The show, 
held in Albuquerque, N.M., about two 
weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11, was a 
difficult show for many people. However, 
it was especially tough for me. I had lost 
my mother on Sept. 7, and my last Gold-
en Retriever passed away at the age of 
13 about 10 days later. ‘Lucy’ represented 
many generations of my own breeding, 
and was the last of a line of Goldens I had 
worked with since 1969. As you might 
imagine, losing Lucy was not easy.

At that show, the 12-Years-and-Older Veterans class consisted of five 
bitches. As the oldest Veterans filed into my ring, I began the evalua-
tion process. The last bitch in line seemed to be the one that was not 
going to get a ribbon. Each of these Goldens was clearly enjoying their 
day in the sun as I went over them individually and gaited each dog.

When I came to the last bitch in line, my initial impression proved to 
be correct. She was going to be the one to leave the ring without a rib-
bon. As I had with the others, after doing the individual examination, 
I asked that she be moved in a triangle, and the handler complied. 
When she stopped in front of me, I asked the handler to take the bitch 
down and back. The handler swung the bitch around and said, “Come 
on, Lucy.” Well, I lost it. Of all the potential names for a Golden bitch, 
what	were	the	odds	this	one	would	be	called	Lucy?

In the end, she still didn’t get a ribbon.

Reprinted with Permission 2013

Judging the Veterans Class 
in Conformation by Jeffrey G Pepper
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           

Judging the Australian Terrier

Approaching the head for examination, bring your hand under the 
muzzle, check for a scissors bite and teeth of good size.   Also note the 
tight lips with a narrow brown or black rim. Place your hand gently on 
the top of the skull and check to see that it is flat.  Then run your hand 
along the top of the muzzle toward the skull, checking for the slight 
but definite top.  The sides of the skull should be clean and free of 
excessive thickness in the cheekbones.     

Now examine the head for correct proportions which are essential to 
correct breed type.  The muzzle is long and strong, of equal length to 
the skull.  The skull should be slightly longer than it is wide and full 
between the eyes.     

Place your hands on each side of the head.  You should feel a more 
rectangular shape rather a pie-shaped wedge.  If your hands flare 
out on the sides of the skull, you need to check the width of the skull 
which should be slightly less than its length. Incorrect:  a too wide 

skull, a domed skull, a weak, snipey 
muzzle, a muzzle lacking a chin, 
or a too short muzzle.  Remember, 
the muzzle should be long and 
strong and equal in length to the 
flat, clean-sided skull.

The front legs are straight and with 
medium bone.  Front pasterns 
should be strong with only slight 
slope. “Faults:  Down on pasterns.”* 
Feet small and catlike toeing nei-
ther in nor out.  Dewclaws should 
be removed.  Nails are black.  The 
elbows should fit against the sides 
of the chest.

Moving to the side of the dog, feel 
the neck for its length and check 
that the arch is dog and not artful 
grooming.  The head and neck 
should angle forward as well as 
upward. Continue running your 
hand down the neck to the back.  
Check that there is only a slight 

space between the shoulder blades at the withers. The shoulder blade 
and upper arm should be of equal length and ideally form a 90 degree 
angle.  This allows for maximum forward reach of the front legs.  The 
elbows are located below the withers; the forechest should protrude  
at the front; the forelegs are set well under the body.  The ribs should 
be well sprung and the chest should drop about 1” below the elbow.  
In profile, you should see a distinctive keel and prominent forechest.   
These are distinguishing features of the breed. The forechest protects 
the heart and lungs, gives more support to the muscles of the neck 
and those holding the front together, and provides balance to the 
forequarters. Place your hand on the front of the chest; it should fill 
your hand.  Without checking, your eye may be deceived by the work
of a good groomer disguising its lack with an abundance of coat.  It 
is important that these features not be lost: they are important to our 
breed type and the purposes for which the breed was developed. 

When you see an Australian Terrier in the ring ready to be judged, 
you should see an alert, spirited and self assured terrier that is small, 
sturdy, either blue & tan, red or sandy, with a long, strong head cov-
ered with a soft, silky topknot.  Ears are pricked, neck long and slightly 
arched, topline level, and tail docked.  The body should be long in 
comparison to the back:  the additional length is formed by correct 
angles of front with prominent forechest, and the rear which extends 
behind the tail forming a well rounded butt.  The front legs are set well 
under the body.    

With the dog on the table, look at the head and expression. Notice 
the soft silky topknot, protective ruff and apron.  These are distinctive 
characteristics of the Aussie.  The topknot covers the skull and is silver 
or a lighter shade than the rest of the head.  The ruff frames the head 
and blends down into the apron.

The eyes are dark brown to black, small, and oval shaped. Their expres-
sion is keen and 
intelligent.  They 
should be set at 
a slightly oblique 
angle, well apart, 
with fill between 
and below them.  
Narrow black rims 
surround the eyes. 
The following are 
incorrect:   lack of 
pigmentation, liver 
colored pigmenta-
tion, and excessive 
(too wide) black 
rims. “Faults:  Light 
-colored or protrud-
ing eyes.”*

 The small and 
pointed ears are set 
on high and well 
apart.  This sounds 
like a contradiction 
in terms but is not.  
If the outer edge of the ear is vertical or if the sides form part of an 
equilateral triangle, the point of the ear should be directly above the 
outer corner of the eye.  The ears should not flair off to the side or be 
set too close.  The latter may happen if the inner edge of the ear is a 
vertical straight edge.  Aussies are sensitive in the use of their ears.  A 
confident, alert Aussie may lay his ears back when you approach, this 
is a friendly gesture.  If the dog doesn’t respond to your attempt to 
get it to raise its ears, try again when the dog is on the ground.  Some 
respond to sound, others to hand movement.  When gaiting, the dog 
may turn its ears to the side so they don’t catch the breeze. 

The nose is black.  In mature dogs there is an area free of hair, which 
runs up the bridge of the nose forming an inverted v.  This black area, 
the nose leather, is a desirable breed characteristic of the mature 
Australian Terrier. 

by Jane Tenor and Ida Ellen Weinstock
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Each Quarter we will present establishments across the USA 
that allow dogs. They will have something special to offer for 
those traveling,  or if you live in the area, a place you may not 
have known about......

NOSH
121 S Tejon Street
Colorado Springs,
Colorado 80903
719-635-6674

Restaurant with Dog Menu or Items

Contemporary American cuisine with global inspirations set in a 
comfortable casual ambiance is what is served best here. Foods and 
beverages are innovative, healthy, and prepared at the peak of the 
ingredient - freshness. Local providers are highlighted in the ever-
changing menu that specializes in small plate dining, and they also 
offer a gluten-free menu and a full bar. 

They have patio dining in the summer, and every Saturday from 11 am 
until 4 pm the have a doggy social hour with treats and water fun. 

Dogs must be well mannered and under their owner’s control at all 
times.

Judging the Australian Terrier..........

While the Australian Terrier is usually listed among the short legged 
terriers, in actual fact the length of leg from the elbow to the ground 
is at least 50% of its height measured from the withers to the ground.  
The term low set is used to describe the Aussie chest which drops 
below the elbow.  It is not a reference to short legs but rather to the 
chest in relation to the ground. It doesn’t translate into shortness of 
leg.  The Standard calls for a height at the withers of 10” to 11”.  The 
back is slightly longer than the dog is tall (1” – 1 ½”).  The loin is fairly 
short, no more than four fingers in width with slight tuck-up.  “Faults:  
Cobbiness, too long in loin.” * 

Run your hand along the back; check the length of loin and tail set. 
The docked tail is set on high and carried at a 12 to 1 o’clock position.  
Place your hand on the back of the tail and lower the hand.  The point 
of the buttocks should stop it and fill the hand.  Artful grooming in this 
area can disguise the lack of rear angulation.  The stifles should be well 
turned; the hocks and rear pasterns behind the rear end of the body. 
The hocks should be well let down and the rear pasterns perpendicu-
lar to the ground.

From the rear, feel the upper and lower thighs which should be firmly 
muscled. Rear legs should be straight from the hips joints to the 
ground.  “Faults:  Lack of muscular development or excessive muscu-
larity.”*

Aussies are double coated with a short, soft undercoat and harsh 2 
½” outer coat.  Climate and living conditions affect the amount of 
undercoat present.  Correct colors are blue & tan, solid sandy and solid 
red.  The color of B & T’s can range from dark blue, steel blue, dark grey 
blue, to silver blue.  Tan should be rich in color but not red.  Any shade 
of solid red or solid sandy is correct.   “Faults:  All black body coat in the 
adult dog.  Tan smut in the blue portion of the coat, or dark smut in 
sandy/red coated dogs.  In any color, white markings of chest or feet 
are to be penalized.”* The reference to ”all black body coat” is reference 
to solid black where the coat should be blue and not to a coat lacking 
tan markings. The topknot should be silver or a lighter shade than 
head color.*  

When the dog is sent around the ring, the front leg that is moving 
forward reaches well in front of the dog’s body. The rear foot steps into 
the spot just left by the front foot; while this is happening, the other 
rear leg is extended back behind the body. The dog moves freely with 
good reach and drive.  

Seen from the front and rear, the legs are straight from the shoulder 
and hip joints to the pads, and move in parallel planes to the center-
line of travel.  The rear legs move in the same planes as the front legs.  
As the dog moves at a faster trot , the front and rear legs may tend to 
converge toward the centerline of travel, but the legs remain straight 
even as they flex or extend.* There should be no wasted motion and 
no bounce to the topline when moving.  In other words, an Australian 
Terrier should move with the ground covering stride necessary for the 
purposes for which it was used in the past and is still today:  a tireless 
worker able to cover rough terrain and great distances.  

References:
*Australian Terrier Standard, approved by the American Kennel Club 8/9/88

Must
Love Dogs...

                                                                                                                                            33



Senior Dogs
Senior dogs are the best. They know you well, you know them well, 
they are smart and seasoned and worth their weight in gold. They’re 
also worth special care to keep them well and happy for as long as 
possible.

The age your dog hits senior status varies by breed and other factors, 
so discuss this with your veterinarian. The checkups your dog needs 
change at this time of life, and you’ll want to keep a good schedule.

One particularly wise and simple precaution is to take a look at perti-
nent blood values whenever your veterinarian thinks helpful informa-
tion could be gained. Normal results are great news, meaning a wide 
range of treatments and medications are available for your dog if 
needed. Abnormal results are good in a way, too, because they guide 
your veterinarian in making appropriate treatment choices for your 
dog’s individual situation. Drawing blood is simple for most dogs and 
relatively inexpensive: a bargain.

X-rays, urine checks and other tests can bring huge benefits too. When 
you and your veterinarian know what’s going on in the dog’s body, 
you can adjust things that often make a world of difference in how the 
dog feels and behaves. The veterinarian’s role is to make the services 
available, and your role is to make decisions about what is best for 
your dog. Doing this well requires good communication so you’ll 
understand the pros and cons of the options.

Changes with Age

Some inherited medical problems take their greatest tolls as dogs 
reach the senior years, especially if they have not been previously 
treated. Some common ones are:

•	 Hip dysplasia that may not have bothered the dog noticeably 
in younger years now may bring some bad days. Depending on 
the dog’s age and other factors, medication will likely help and 
surgery may be an option. You can restructure the dog’s environ-
ment and daily routine to eliminate the need to walk on slick 
floors, jump up to vehicles or furni-
ture, or climb any substantial number 
of steps. 

•	 Other orthopedic problems due to 
orthopedic defects, injuries or osteo-
arthritis may require similar measures 
to those needed for hip dysplasia. 
Work closely with your veterinarian 
to learn and stay current on just what 
movements are healthy for your dog 
and what movements are not. 

•	 Hypothyroidism undetected in 
younger years can cause serious 
problems in the geriatric dog. When 
in doubt, this is one blood test you 
want. Thyroid medication is a safe 
treatment with extremely gratifying 
benefits for those dogs who need it.

•	 Senior dogs are the most prone dogs to cancers, so have any 
lumps or other symptoms checked promptly. Many cancers can 
be cured if caught early and in most cases you can at least have 
some good time with the dog to say a loving good-bye. Some-
times treatment can provide a normal lifespan or nearly so. Usu-
ally there are ways to relieve pain and other symptoms at least for 
awhile. Any way you look at it, you need to know as early in the 
course of the cancer as possible. 

•	 Eye defects that progress over time may reach the point of blind-
ness. Dogs can cope well with blindness if it’s not treatable, but 
you will want to make sure the condition is not causing the dog 
to be in pain.

Normal Aging

Old age is not a disease, and any change needs to be checked. Most 
things can be helped, at least to the extent of making the dog more 
comfortable and sometimes a great deal more than that. Some things 
can be completely cured.

Some dogs get cognitive dysfunction, evidenced by mental confusion. 
This could be compared to changes that happen in some humans. In 
dogs as in people, it doesn’t happen to all of them. For those who do 
experience it, medication can help.

If a dog has not been spayed or neutered by the senior years, infec-
tions become common for both males and females. Cancer of the 
reproductive organs is common, too. Avoid these risks by having spay/
neuter done either when the dog is young, or when the dog’s breed-
ing career is over. Intact female dogs can have estrous cycles lifelong, 
but they stop being fertile at some point, as do the males.

Some degree of change in housetraining is normal with aging, too, 
for a variety of reasons. The dog with cognitive dysfunction may get 
confused about housetraining. Medication may help. The dog with 
orthopedic problems may find the elimination posture painful and 

put it off until control is lost and the dog has 
an accident. It may also be too painful for 
the dog to make the trip outside. Medication 
often helps these dogs. You may need to 
modify how the dog gets to the elimination 
area to make it less painful (or ideally not 
painful at all).

Changes in the kidneys, liver, and other 
organs as well as medications needed by the 
dog can shorten the length of time the dog 
can hold bowels and bladder. Never blame 
a senior dog for housetraining accidents. 
Never expect that because a dog could hold 
it a certain number of hours in past years, the 
dog can do it for life. People change with age 
in these same ways. Senior dogs need and 
deserve extra care for their elimination needs.  
The necessary adjustments may be simple 
once the problem is identified.

By Kathy Diamond Davis
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Coping Skills

Senior dogs can keep learning, and they love to learn! Many of them 
are the smartest dogs on earth. Now is the time to turn their intelli-
gence toward improving the quality of their lives.

Teach your senior dog signals if the dog’s vision is still good. This will 
serve as a back-up if hearing fails, which it often does. Signals are fun 
for dogs and are a more natural language for them than words. Hear-
ing loss can be moderate or profound.

Grooming will help your dog cope with loss of vision as well as hear-
ing. Handling your dog gently and thoroughly every day will give you 
a language of touch together. Your touch will help guide your dog. 
Also during these daily sessions you check your dog for any body 
changes, keep skin and coat in top health, and keep your relationship 
with your dog close and loving. Grooming done every day won’t hurt, 
because the dog won’t have tangles. Start this as early in your dog’s 
life as possible.

Teach your senior dog composure, with Stay and Settle exercises 
(Downs without Sits—Sits can hurt) and training that gives the dog 
safer targets for human affection than jumping up. It’s quite simple to 
teach a dog to go to people’s knees for petting, by putting your hands 
at your knees when you call your dog, and instructing everyone else 
who pets the dog to do the same.

Re-teach any risky games you are accustomed to playing into formats 
that take away the danger. One example is throwing toys high in the 
air for the dog to jump up, catch the toy, and land on just the hind 
legs. At any age, this risks injury to the dog. In the senior years, the risk 
goes up.

Restructure this game by throwing items low, and teaching the dog 
to hold position until the item has landed and you give the cue before 
the dog runs after it. This uses the dog’s brain more, builds more 
happy anticipation, and will be more fun and exciting for the dog, as 
well as far safer.

If your dog needs help getting up or walking now and then, there are 
various devices available. A simple one when only moderate help is 
needed is a padded nylon chest harness. This must be a nonrestric-
tive harness, NOT a harness designed to prevent a dog from pulling 
on leash. To aid the dog using the harness, keep steady pressure on 
the leash—changes in lead tension throw the dog off balance. Do not 
use this method without your veterinarian’s approval, since different 
conditions are sensitive to pressure at different points of the body.

Work closely with your veterinarian when your dog is on a special diet 
for a medical condition. Your veterinarian needs to know if the dog 
won’t eat the food or has other problems with it. The dog’s weight 
needs to be checked and regularly noted in a medical log. Every single 
bite that goes into your dog’s mouth is part of the dog’s “diet,” so be 
sure not to ruin the benefits of a special diet with off-plan dog treats 
or people food.

If your dog has had a job, find a graceful way to retire the dog, pos-
sibly in stages. Make good memories for yourself and others who are 
involved with the dog’s work, and let the dog’s final months of work 
be happy and successful. Try to avoid having your dog go out with an 
injury or failure that could have been avoided. Then give your dog a 
happy, well-deserved retirement with no regrets.

Saying Good-Bye

There is no good day to lose a good dog, but time to say a loving 
good-bye is a blessing. Try to make the decision the dog would want, 
if the dog could know what you know. That leads to the best decisions 
in these matters.

Think carefully about the timing of a new dog. Ending your senior 
dog’s life happily is top priority. Some older dogs will enjoy the com-
pany of a dog a few years younger or a pup, while others would hate 
it. You don’t want the care of the senior to keep you from doing a good 
job of training the newbie, or the training of the newbie to keep you 
from giving the senior the good care so richly deserved.

If at all possible, try to avoid getting your dogs too close together in 
age. Losing them close together is even harder on you. Be kind to 
yourself when you lose your senior dog, and seek the company of 
people who understand this kind of loss.

Most of all cherish your dog’s senior years. They pass too quickly, and 
they are wonderful times. Senior dogs are the best. It’s the time in a 
dog’s life when the love ripens, the intelligence blossoms, and you 
have the companionship of a wonderful friend. Make every day count.

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Copyright Kathy Diamond Davis
This work was originally published by the Veterinary Information 
Network (VIN), and is published with VIN permission. 
www.veterinarypartner.com
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Great Western Candids

36                                                                                           



GCH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
Outbackred’s Advent Star
Outbackred’s Advent Star
Tapa Monty Yoder
CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
CH  Ryba’s A Bit Risque

Best of Breed:  
Best of Opposite
BOW                         
Winners Bitch      
Winners Dog     
SEL DOG 
SEL Bitch             

Great Western Results 
Judge: Zane Smith 
6-22-2013

Judge: Kathi Brown 
6-23-2013

GCH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
   CH  Ryba’s A Bit Risque
Tapa Monty Yoder
Outbackred’s Advent Star
Tapa Monty Yoder
CH Blue Moon Mister Poppins
GCH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill

Best of Breed:  
Best of Opposite
BOW                         
Winners Bitch      
Winners Dog     
SEL DOG 
SEL Bitch             
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Buhund) some cocked their heads, ( Papillions), some wagged their 
tails, (goldens and labs). Our fastest under 13 “ dog was a Schipper-
ke…	8	seconds	to	find!

So go to Barnhunt.com and click on events calendar. There may be 
one close to you. Your dog may thank you for it!

Samples of Barn Hunts on Youtube:

Barn Hunt-Instinct class:
1 minute time limit

On the course:  hay bale tunnel, 3 tubes out in the open-1 empty, 1 
with dirty litter, 1 with rat & litter

Requirements:  dog must indicate the tube containing the rat and the 
handler must call the mark for the judge

Note:  dogs may go through the tunnel and climb the hay bales, but it 
is not required.

http://www.youtube.com

 
Barn Hunt-Novice class:

2 minute time limit

On the course:  hay bale tunnel plus bales of hay in various piles no 
more than 2 high; 3 tubes hidden in bales-1 empty, 1 with dirty litter, 1 
with rat & litter

Requirements:  dog must locate the tube containing the rat and the 
handler must call the mark for the judge + dog must go through a 
tunnel of hay bales + dog must climb onto a bale

http://www.youtube.com

(dog tunnels at 15 seconds, 
locates rat/handler calls it at 50 
sec, climbs at 56 sec)

Note:  the rat tube can be 
removed and given to the rat 
wrangler for removal from the 
course if the dog still needs to 
tunnel or climb after locating 
the correct tube and if the pres-
ence of the rat tube is distract-
ing to the working dog. 

Another Novice run:

http://www.youtube.com

           arn Hunt is a new sanctioned sport that builds on fun, drive, and     
           teamwork between you and your dog. It was formed by Robin    
           Nuttall, and is a great way to compete with any breed or mixed 
breed dog. It is based on the traditional role of “ratcatchers” in ridding 
barns and properties of vermin. The ratcatcher would drive the coun-
tryside with his various sized dogs and earn his living killing rats. The 
dogs were sent into the barns and the little dogs would wind though 
narrow spaces flushing the rats out. The larger dogs would then pick 
off the rats as they exited.  

Barn Hunt is based on this behavior. It consists of straw or hay bales 
placed in a 20’ x 20’ fenced in area. The rats are sequestered in safe 
aerated PVC tubes, and hidden in the hay bales. The dog’s job is to 
search through the area and locate the tube containing the rat. There 
are other tubes, some empty, some with used rat bedding. The dog 
must clearly indicate to the owner that he has found only the tube 
containing the live prey. The owner calls the find, and the timing stops. 
In addition, each dog must run through a 18” by 21” hay tunnel and 
complete a climb over one hay bale. 

For small dogs there will be a concrete block or plywood ramp they 
may use to climb. As you progress through the classes, the numbers 
of rats in tubes, as well as the difficulty in hides makes the classes and 
titles more difficult. In the Masters class, the number of hidden rats can 
vary from 1-5, so the teamwork skills between dog and owner must 
be accurate and rapid. The owner must help the dog search the entire 
area before calling the end of their run.

The first class is called Instinct, or RATI. This is a non titling class where 
the dog runs through a tunnel, completes a climb element, and finds 
3 tubes placed approximately 12” apart. One is empty, one contains 
bedding and one is live prey. The dog must indicate to the owner 
which tube contains the live prey. You do not need to enter this class 
to progress to the next class, which is RATN, or Novice. In this class, 
the live prey is hidden from the dog as well as the other 2 tubes. He 
must find and indicate to the owner which tube is live. The dog has 2 
minutes to complete the course. Upon qualifying in 3 novice courses, 
your dog has earned the title, RATN. 

The Open class, or RATO, is a more difficult compilation of bales and 
tunnels, as well as 2 tubes of live prey, 2 tubes of bedding and 1 empty 
tube. The time allotted is 2 minutes 30 seconds. 3 qualifying legs are 
required for a RATO title. In Senior class, or RATS, there are a total of 8 
tubes, 4 live, 3 with litter and 1 dry. Bales will be placed such that 1 rat 
at least will require a climb to find. 3 minutes 30 seconds is allowed. 
In Masters class, five qualifying legs are required. 10 tubes are on the 
course, all will have litter, and anywhere from 1-5 will contain live prey. 
The course will be more complex than Open and climbs may be higher 
than 2-3 bales. Time allotted is 4 minutes 30 seconds.

Unlike Earthdog, there is no underground work and the owner, not the 
judge, must understand when the dog is indicating live prey. In our 
first practice trial, it was very clear that the most difficult aspect of the 
Barn Hunt was the owner recognizing the indication of the dogs. The 
dog’s indication does not need to be aggressive , as in earthdog, and  
I saw many dogs “point” the rat.( 4 Bichons did this behavior) Some 
stopped and froze,( a Westie ) some dug at the hay, (Norwegian 

38                                                                                                               

BarnHunt!
B

by Heather Rife DVM

Ruthann M
cCaulley©

http://www.Barnhunt.com 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwpWLMFG1mU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8Il1Clc3PM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5-6mFdsB98


When it comes to end-of-life matters, we are faced with the difficult 
decision of allowing for a natural death or intervening with humane 
euthanasia; for some, a natural death is preferable to euthanasia as 
long as no suffering is involved. The decision if and when to euthanize 
is as individual and personal as you and your dog, and it’s important
to keep in mind that no one knows your dog better than you do. You 
have spent your dog’s lifetime learning to communicate by reading 
body language and developing a unique bond. Attend to what your 
dog may be trying to tell you and, above all, trust your heart.

Identifying the point at which your dog’s quality of life has irrevocably
ebbed requires personal courage and sacrifice, and many people 
fear they will not be able to recognize when the time is right. Seek 
guidance in the decision-making process from family members and 
friends, as well as from your veterinarian, all of whom share a bond
with your dog. You will need the support of those who truly under-
stand.

After months (or more) of caring for a dog in declining health, it can 
often be difficult to decide when the end has come, which is why it is 
helpful to determine ahead of time at what point you feel your dog’s 
quality of life is no longer acceptable. This may be when he or she
ceases to find joy in eating, no longer enjoys interaction and connec-
tion, can no longer stand or walk, or when pain begins to be difficult 
to control. It is often helpful to consider good days versus bad days; 
more bad days than good is another indicator that the time is near.
By establishing these criteria in advance, you are better prepared to 
make the appropriate decision, since emotion can cloud your thinking 
during the difficult final days of your dog’s life.

Hospice can be a wonderful, caring option. Regardless of how you 
choose to navigate this stage, it is good to know that it exists. Whether 
we opt for a natural death or a peaceful euthanasia, hospice care not 
only allows our dogs to live out the remainder of their lives as fully as 
possible, it also allows them to embark upon their final journey with
dignity while surrounded by love in the comfort of their familiar home 
environment. Hospice care is truly a gift, both to our dogs and to 
ourselves.

Reprinted with permission 2013 
Shea Cox, DVM
bridgevs.com

“They have been our loyal companions throughout their lives, 
and in hospice, they need to know that we will dance to the end 
of the song with them.”
—Thomas F. Wilson, PhD

When our dogs are young and healthy, it seems as though we have all
the time in the world with them. But, as it always does, time catches 
up with us, and eventually, the “end of the song” begins to play. For
many of us, our companion animals are so integral to our lives that 
their decline and death affect us similarly to the loss of human family 
members.

However, the heart-wrenching words “Nothing else can be done” does 
not mean that euthanasia is the only option. As they move into the 
closing stages of their lives, pets (we’ll focus on dogs here, but the 
concept is the same for other companion animals) can benefit from 
animal hospice, and so can their people.

Like the program for humans, animal hospice exists to provide sup-
port and care during the last phase of an incurable disease or at the 
natural end of life; its primary goal is to manage pain. As such, hospice 
care is geared toward maintaining comfort and ensuring the highest 
quality of life possible during a time that may be measured in months, 
weeks or days. It focuses on creating a safe, loving and intimate end-
of-life experience in a familiar setting. 

This approach also gives us time to plan, grieve and say good-bye to 
our dogs. And—perhaps most importantly —it is a way to allow our 
best friends to spend their final days at home rather than in a hospital 
setting. This interval can be invaluable, as it helps us come to grips 
with our dog’s condition, and to say good-bye in our own way.

Though it can be extremely rewarding, hospice care does require 
preparation and effort. The first step is to connect with a veterinarian 
who is comfortable with the concept (not all are). He or she will guide 
you in how to best provide for your dog’s needs, and in setting up a 
care plan to carry out at home: administering medications, supplying
nutritional support, recognizing pain, implementing proper nursing 
care and tuning into your dog’s general emotional and physical state. 
If you are unsure about taking on these kinds of responsibilities, you 
may be able to employ a vet technician to assist you as needed.

As mentioned, one of the most important aspects of hospice care is 
pain management. Because it is easier to prevent pain than to relieve 
it, a multi-modal approach—in which a variety of methods, including 
various classes of pain medications, natural supplements, acupuncture 
and massage therapy, to name a few, are employed — usually results 
in the best control. Part of this protocol involves monitoring your dog’s
behavior and physical state, since agitation and vocalization may be 
signs of pain.

In providing hospice care, you are the eyes and ears of the veterinary 
team, recording changes in your dog’s weight, temperature, eating 
habits, mobility and other characteristics and reporting them to the 
vet so that interventions or adjustments to the care plan can be made 
in a timely manner.

The Gift of Good-bye
Hospice care eases the way | By Shea Cox, DVM
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Will You Be Coming Home  
to Your Dogs Tonight?

Had he died, mine would have been the last face he ever saw. People 
don’t tend to die in bicycle accidents, however, when a car isn’t 
involved. They tend to break themselves into pieces. This man had 
broken his nose. Also his neck. 

He’d ridden past me, which is to say he was going too fast for the path 
we were on.  He’d negotiated one curve, but physics was against him 
as he approached the second too quickly and it was here his bicycle 
took over. As he lost control, his handlebars wobbled sideways – 
gently at first, then wildly.  I’m not sure what launched the man and his 
bicycle into space, but it was enough to clear a three-foot rock wall lin-
ing the bicycle path.  He landed on the hillside awkwardly and wailed 
an ear-splitting, otherworldly sound I’ll never forget.

He was far louder than I’d been when I wrecked on the same path 
three years before. But then, I was unconscious.

By the time I rode up to the man a moment later, I had my cell phone 
out, but as I called 911, I was pretty sure he wouldn’t be going home 
that night.  I hadn’t gone home the night of my accident, either.

I wondered if he had someone waiting for him at home.

I wondered if he had pets.

In my accident, both my husband and I were injured, he with broken 
ribs, a broken clavicle, a punctured lung and torn rotator cuff, I with a 
concussion and small brain bleed (which, my dogs say, explains every-
thing over the last three years). We’d been lucky in that my husband 
remained alert and was able to communicate with paramedics, as well 
as call our daughter. She took charge and split her time between car-
ing for her wild and crazy parents and our pets.

But	what	if	I’d	been	alone	when	I	had	the	accident?	What	if	I	had	lived	
alone?	Who	would	have	known	that	I	had	dogs	and	a	rabbit	at	home,	
let	alone	cared	for	them?

Today I write not about making long-term provisions for your animals, 
but about the first 24 hours after you’re incapacitated (God for-
bid).  Right now, I’m asking you what happens if you don’t go home 
tonight?		I	ask	because	I	can	promise	you	that	as	I	got	on	my	road	bike	
that morning, it never occurred to me that I wouldn’t be coming back.  
I’m pretty sure that a broken neck wasn’t in the plans for the chap 
whose accident I witnessed, either.

I know of people who think they have things “covered” because they 
have a note on their refrigerator door with instructions on how to care 
for their pets. That’s great if they also have tattooed on their forehead, 
“I have pets at home” along with an address and a door key hanging 
from an ear.  Without either, how is anyone to know they have pets, 
and	how	is	anyone	to	get	into	the	house	to	care	for	them?

I’ve learned a few things since my accident and if nothing else, I hope 
to prod you into thinking about a subject no one likes to think about: 
What	if	you	don’t	make	it	home	tonight?

Before the day is over, make sure your cell phone has an I.C.E. entry on 
your call list. I.C.E. stands for “in case of emergency” and should include 
the phone numbers of at least two people who have access to your 
home and are comfortable caring for your pets. EMTs, firefighters and 
emergency room personnel know to look for this I.C.E. entry on cell 
phones, and if you’re unconscious, it may be the only way your friends, 
family, or even a neighbor is notified and your pets cared for.

If your ICE contacts can’t be reached, if you live alone, have no friends 
or family, or are new in town, it’s not a bad idea to find a professional 
pet sitting service before you need one, which, if all else fails, can at 
least get to your pets immediately until someone is found to fill in. 
Find a service with which you’re comfortable and tell them that you’d 
like to list them as a contact on your ICE list. Make sure the other 
people you have listed as contacts are aware of the service just in case 
they can’t care for your pets and can contact them on your behalf. Try 
to find someone who’s certified with NAPPS (National Association of 
Professional Pet Sitters).

Never assume that the person to whom you’ve given a house key can 
get to your home quickly, or even that this same person will be the 
one to get to your pets first.  A key should be hidden somewhere ac-
cessible on the outside of your home and your contacts advised of its 
location, but realize that the only available person might be a neigh-
bor whom your ICE contacts should know how to reach. In a perfect 
world, the first person to get to your pets will be someone you trust, 
but be mindful that it might also be a complete stranger. If you elect 
to use a professional service, be aware that some of them won’t use a 
“hide-a-key” for liability reasons. Use a bonded service that will keep a 
copy of your key on file.

Many people are starting to carry a personal “thumb,” or flash drive like 
the Sony Micro Vault Thumb Drive containing ICE information, health 
alerts and pet care instructions. It comes with a soft shell carrying case 
that can be attached to key chains or hung around one’s neck.  Other 
people prefer something like the MedicTag that looks more like an 
emergency device and may be easier to spot by medical personnel. 
My own preference is the Road ID, a wrist band with color and tag op-
tions. There’s even one for dogs!

by Susi Szeremy
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When I’m riding my bike, my Road ID is the most important  
piece of equipment I carry that doesn’t have moving parts. 



What words do you use to tell the dogs it’s time for a potty break, to 
go	for	a	walk,	or	get	into	their	crates?	Little	things	are	helpful	not	only	
to the person helping your pets, but also to maintain some normalcy 
for the pets.

Once help arrives, remember that this person may be a stranger to 
your dogs. Depending upon the dog(s), leaving dog treats near the 
door enables someone to “bribe” their way into a dog’s trust, or at least 
break the ice.

No one plans to have an accident, and few of us leave our homes 
thinking we won’t be coming back, especially if it’s a quick run to the 
store – or a bike ride. Take a few minutes to think about your pets’ first 
24 hours without you. In a future article, I’ll be writing about longer- 
term scenarios.

As to the man whose accident I’d witnessed, he was discharged the 
following day by the VA Hospital in Denver. He called me several times 
over the coming months, hungry for details of what I’d seen as he tried 
to understand what had happened to him. He’d been told that if he 
had broken his neck in a place even a fraction of a centimeter away 
from where it did break, he would have been paralyzed.  It was a life- 
altering event for him, and I think about him every time I get on a bike.

UPDATE – 8/19/13: Response to this article has been, to say the least, 
overwhelming, and I’ve been humbled by the number of reprint 
requests and notes expressing gratitude for having written it. The 
most important comments, however, have come from medical and 
emergency personnel who have written to suggest I update my infor-
mation which I’m happy to do now.

Several readers wrote to advise me that ICE cell phone listings are 
problematic these days because of password protection. While there 
are “tricks” to get around cell phone passwords,  emergency response 
personnel don’t have the time to fiddle around with “tricks” while 
they’re trying to save your life. The most sensible solution is to create 
an emergency contact banner for your phone’s home screen or lock 
screen so that even if you’re unable to communicate, authorities can 
contact your emergency contact even if your phone is locked. There 
are many apps to consider, including Acadia’s free iPhone app, the Ca-
dence ICE app for Droids and iPhones, and this one from Google Apps 
for Droids, but a simple search using the phrase, “ICE lock screen app” 
either through your iPhone’s App Store, your Droid’s Android Market, 
or even using a Google search on your computer will bring up lots of 
options. Find the best one for yourself, but find one if your phone is 
password protected or locked. 

A few people from the emergency medical profession wrote to explain 
that virtually the first thing they do in an emergency is to look for 
a victim’s identification. Keeping ICE information on a slip of paper 
wrapped around, say, a driver’s license, they say,  will be seen by au-
thorities long before they’ll look for ICE numbers on a cell phone.  To 
be safe, it’s not a bad idea to do this and have an emergency contact 
banner for your phone’s home screen or lock screen.

My final update comes from a reader who keeps ICE information on 
her dogs’ crates in the car just in case of a vehicular accident.  And to 
that	end,	are	your	dogs’	microchipped?	I’ve	heard	too	many	stories	of	
dogs that survived a car accident but got loose and were hit by other 
cars –  or lost, altogether.

I know you love your pets. Now do something to protect them if you 
don’t come home tonight.

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Susi Szeremy
DogKnobit

As for your pets, every time you leave the house you should consider 
their “what ifs” as well. Dogs can go awhile without food, but they 
need water. It’s never a bad idea to have a water system like this in the 
dog area, but even that is pointless if you keep your dogs crated when 
you’re out of the house. There are pros and cons to crating dogs dur-
ing your absences, but if you do crate them, it’s especially important 
that you carry ICE contact information and leave a way for someone to 
get into the house to let them out.

There are a lot of clever ways to hide a key, but in addition to the key 
itself there should be a slip of paper indicating where pet instruc-
tions can be found. Those instructions should include common sense 
information:

    A picture of each pet with his or her name below;
•	     Food – where it’s kept, how much is given and how often pets 

    are fed;
    Medications;
•	     Veterinarian contact information (as well as the name and  

    number of an emergency clinic in case your regular  
    veterinarian isn’t available), and a signed and dated note giving  
    permission for the pet sitter to take your pet to your  
    veterinarian in an emergency; 

    Where leashes can be found;
•	     Mention your dog’s favorite hiding place in the house. Dogs  

    who feel stress, detect change, or are frightened of a stranger  
				will	often	hide.	Where	will	that	be?
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The Acadian I.C.E. App indicates an emergency  contact 
number even if your phone is locked. 

http://www.http://dogknobit.com


Chronic Lyme Disease?
Year 1

Spring – eggs are laid by adult ticks.

Summer – eggs hatch as larvae. Throughout the summer and into fall/
autumn the tick larvae feed on birds, mice and other small mammals 
they come into contact with. The larvae become infected with the 
Lyme disease bacterium if they are feeding on animals already carry-
ing the Lyme disease bacterium. Once infected, the larvae and subse-
quent tick remains infected for life. As the infected larvae continues to 
feed it also infects its hosts.

Winter – tick larvae remain mostly inactive following feeding during 
summer and fall.

Tick Life Cycle
Year 2

Spring to Summer – tick larvae change into 
nymphs. Tick nymphs seek blood meals from ani-
mals to provide sufficient food for growth.

Feeding on small bird and mammals continues 
from late spring into early summer.

If they come into contact with dogs (often 
through dogs brushing past tick-infested vegeta-
tion), they will also feed on them (and infect them 
if the ticks are already carrying the Lyme disease 
bacterium).

Fall / Autumn – tick nymphs molt into adult ticks.

During this season and also in early spring, the 
adult ticks feed and mate on larger animals includ-
ing deer. If any passing dogs are available female 
adult ticks will also feed on them too.

Early Year 3

Spring – During spring female adult ticks lay their eggs on the ground.

This completes the tick life cycle. 

In 2010 I woke up in the morning ready to fly to Orlando to pick up 
a rescue dog and come home all in one day. We do these things in 
rescue…

As I let the dogs out, Bull, my 7 year old Aussie, was not himself. He 
hobbled to the door and limped outside. I was panicking as I had to 
leave for the airport and here was my beloved Bully, sick from some-
thing and I had no idea what it was. His right shoulder was swollen but 
nothing felt broken. I was not even sure what happened; he was fine 
when he went to bed the evening before!

I woke up my son, who agreed to take him to the vet as soon as they 
opened. I was waiting to board the plane when the vet’s office called 
to say that Bull was there with my son, I should call them as soon as 
my flight landed, they 
would know more then. 
It was an agonizing flight, 
one I wish never to repeat!

When I landed I called 
them immediately. Bull, 
after running all the tests, 
had Lyme disease. They 
started him on antibiotics 
right away and felt that he 
should be fine once the 
cycle was complete.

He was fine after he 
completed the antibiotics, 
and Bull went back to be-
ing Bull until it happened 
again.

In 2011 Bull started to lose 
weight. We were alarmed 
at how fast he was loosing 
the weight, no matter 
how much he ate. When 
we took him to the vet, 
the fecal was tested for parasites (it was negative) and once again all 
lab work was normal except one, he once again had Lyme disease. 
The same course of antibiotics was given, and he was back to normal 
weight once again in a couple months.

I knew about Lyme disease and the vaccination, Lyme disease is 
transmitted by ticks infected with the Borrelia burgdorferi bacteria. The 
infected tick must be attached to the dog for a minimum of 48 hours 
in order for the transmission of the bacteria to occur. Bull had the 
Lyme vaccination prior to the first episode in 2010, and when he went 
to areas that had ticks, we always went over him to make sure he had 
no attached ticks. We practiced every precaution needed to protect 
him. So when he was sick the first time, we had no clue. The second 
time was a mystery to us as well as we suspected anything but Lyme 
as his only clinical sign was the weight loss. He was still Bully, jumping 
around and having a good time with everyone!

I had read much about Lyme and found the following information 
interesting when doing my research to know more about what my 
dog was afflicted with:

by Julie M Seaton
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The best antibiotic treatment for Lyme disease in dogs is doxycycline.  
This antibiotic is now in short supply and only available 

through human pharmacies.  It is not being sold to veterinarians!    
Because the supply is low, the cost of doxycycline has gone WAY UP--more than 4 times 

what it was previously available for.  If your dog is diagnosed with Lyme disease, your 
veterinarian may talk to you about prescribing an alternative antibiotic treatment, unless 

you prefer to have a pharmacy prescription for doxycycline. 

So what was ‘Chronic Lyme disease’ and why does my beloved dog 
have	it?	There	is	significant	controversy	surrounding	the	question	of	
whether or not Lyme disease can become chronic, treatment-resistant, 
and persistent.

Currently, available research,      and medical experience indicates that 
chronic Lyme disease is in fact a real condition caused by the persis-
tent presence of Lyme disease bacteria in the body. Chronic Lyme Z 
disease can occur even after antibiotic therapy has been administered. 
This is possible due to the hardy, survival-oriented, and resistant 
nature of Lyme bacteria. Unfortunately, the chronic form of Lyme 
disease is much more difficult to cure, 
and often involves much more severe 
symptoms, than acute Lyme disease. 

Standard blood tests can determine if 
there are antibodies produced by the 
body in response to Borrelia burgdorferi, 
but these antibodies only indicate that 
the dog has been exposed to the bacte-
ria. However, only 10% of dogs exposed 
to the bacteria become infected. The 
antibodies could also be a result of vacci-
nation. Bull had the vaccination in 2010, 
but since he still got the disease after the 
vaccination, further vaccination would 
not be useful, so he was not vaccinated 
after that for the disease. 

The C6 antibody test, which can be per-
formed in any veterinarian’s office, can 
determine whether the antibodies have 
been produced as a result of recent vaccination. If you get a positive 
on the C6 SNAP test, a follow-up test should be done, called the Lyme 
Quantitative C6 Antibody Test. This has to be sent out. It will establish 
the baseline values you’ll want to see affected by treatment, making it 
a useful tool for therapy and not just diagnosis. 

In 2013 Bull once again got sick. This time he started the day before 
vomiting and that night, pooped in the bedroom, something he 
NEVER does. The next morning, he walked like every bone in his body 
hurt. I immediately rushed him to the vet and the tests were run once 
again,  including a urine sample. Everything was normal, except the 
Lyme test; it was once again positive. Doxyclycline was the drug of 
choice and I was able to purchase it at Walgreens for around $70.00. 
It took him a bit longer to respond this time and it was heartbreaking 
to watch him walk about in pain.  The pain medication given did not 
seem to help him. You could not touch him. Every bone in his body 
hurt and he would creep into a corner to get away from us. This time it 

took about 3 days before 
the antibiotics worked; 
normally you would see 
a result in 24-48 hours. As 
of this writing he is still on 
the course of treatment 
and he will be retested a 
month out to make sure 
the disease is in remis-
sion, but then once he is 
cleared, the vigil will start 
again for the next episode.  

Each time the disease has 
flared up, the symptoms 
have been different, so the 
only way to catch it is to 
watch him, constantly.  I 
do not mind; it is my Bully, 
after all, and I would do 
anything for him.

Websites for more information: 
 
www.cdc.gov/lyme/Transmission

www.vetmed.wisc.edu

www.pets.webmd.com/dogs/lyme-disease

Endnote References

1 Chronic Lyme Disease: An Evolving Syndrome, Luft BJ, 9th Annual International Scientific Conference on Lyme 
Disease & Other Tick-Borne Disorders, Westin Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, MA, April 19-20, 1996,Benjamin J. 
Luft, M.D., Professor, Chair (acting), Department of Medicine, State University of New York at Stony Brook

2 Asymptomatic Borrelia-seropositive individuals display the same incidence of Borrelia-specific interferon-
gamma (IFN-gamma)-secreting cells in blood as patients with clinical Borrelia infection, Ekerfelt C, Forsberg 
P, Svenvik M, Roberg M, Bergstrom S, Ernerudh, Clin Exp Immunol 1999 Mar;115(3):498-502, Department of 
Neuroscience and Locomotion, Faculty of Health Sciences, University Hospital, Linkoping, Sweden.

3 Chronic lyme disease in the rhesus monkey, Roberts ED, Bohm RP Jr, Cogswell FB, Lanners HN, Lowrie RC Jr, 
Povinelli L, Piesman J, Philipp MT, Lab Invest 1995 Feb;72(2):146-60, Department of Pathology, Tulane Regional 
Primate Research Center, Tulane University Medical Center, Covington, Louisiana.

1,2,3

C6 Test
    Even though Borrelia burgdorferi changes its 

surface proteins continuously, 
one protein never changes: the C6 protein. 

A test has been developed to check for 
antibodies against the C6 peptide. 

C6 is not present in the vaccine, so positive 
results are definitive for both exposure 

and active infection.
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Touch
and how it affects your dog

By Kathy Diamond Davis

 The instinctive response to touch is defensive. Mama dog, littermates, 
dog pals, and all the humans who touch your dog will build the dog’s 
perceptions of touch.

The dog’s degree of sensitivity to touch is largely inherited, and is in-
cluded in temperament tests administered to dogs. For homes such as 
those containing children or for jobs such as therapy dog work, a dog 
who isn’t very sensitive to touch would be preferred.

If a dog has an undesirable degree of sensitivity to touch, this can 
often be improved by appropriate conditioning. The sensitivity can be 
picked up on a test, but most of the time it’s detected by observing 
the dog’s behavior. If a dog seems unusually sensitive or insensitive, or 
if you are just curious, you can perform a gentle test to help quantify 
the sensitivity.

Though far from exact, this test is simple. Take the dog’s paw with one 
hand and slip thumb and forefinger of your other hand between two 
toes. Wait until the dog has relaxed, and then very gently squeeze the 
webbing there, not using fingernails. Gradually increase pressure as 
you count to ten, stopping pressure the instant the dog shows any 
reaction whatsoever, and  even at number ten do not be pressing so 
hard as to upset the dog.

The number you are on when a reaction comes is the number you’re 
looking for. A higher number would indicate a dog not being very 
touch-sensitive, while a 
more touch-sensitive dog 
may react at number one. 
Note that the first sign of 
moving the foot or other-
wise reacting in any way 
is the point at which you 
stop the pressure—you are 
definitely NOT looking to 
make the dog cry out.

A dog can be mentally 
insensitive and physically 
highly sensitive, or a dog 
can be mentally sensitive 
and physically not very 
sensitive. Neither is neces-
sarily better or worse than 
the other, but the better 
you understand your dog, 
the better you’ll be able to 
manage and train accord-
ing to the best methods for 
that individual dog. No two 
dogs are exactly alike.

How to Touch a Dog

Humans are not born knowing about dogs. These days, many people 
have not experienced good dog handling before they get dogs of 
their own. All of life is a learning process, but when you have another 
creature depending on your treatment, it’s best if the learning comes 
sooner rather than later.

Before you get a dog, spend as much time as possible observing 
skilled dog handlers. Most people find their eyes irresistibly drawn to 
the dog, but you need to watch the handler to become a good han-
dler yourself. Body language plays a role, too, but a skilled handler has 
a “knowing touch.” The hands and other parts of the body that touch 
the dog are sending and receiving messages with the dog. Much of 
this communication is on a subconscious level, so that the person 
won’t have words for everything he or she is “telling” the dog or pick-
ing up from the dog. The communication is nonverbal, and only part 
of it can even be translated into words.

Watch experts such as veterinarians, groomers, veterinary technicians, 
physical therapists who work with dogs, and conformation dog show 
handlers. Trainers who work with dogs for demanding jobs such as 
police work, assistance dog training (guide dogs, hearing dogs, and 
dogs to aid people with other disabilities), and those who have a great 
track record working with shelter dogs are some of the best to help 
you learn.

You can get a lot of training by volunteering. Dog 
groomers sometimes volunteer at shelters, too, 
which would give you a chance to observe them by 
helping wash dogs. Anytime you have the chance to 
watch a handler work or train with a dog, stand back 
and study the handler’s movements and touches 
with the dog. These are precious opportunities to 
learn.

Chances are your veterinarian is also an expert dog 
handler, and insurance considerations these days 
often call for the veterinary staff to do the handling 
rather than the dog owner. This may allow you to ob-
serve both how to handle a dog and also how your 
particular dog responds to various types of touch.

Whenever you have questions about your dog’s 
response to touch, take the dog and the questions to 
your veterinarian. It helps to write them down. Dogs 
come in all shapes and sizes, and through an under-
standing of dog anatomy along with the experience 
of handling many canines, your veterinarian is the 
best person to help you find the safest ways to touch 
and handle your dog.
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Be sure to ask the veterinarian and/or the surgeon or other specialist 
involved in the case how to handle the dog after any surgery or injury, 
too. If there is any part of the body where your dog “doesn’t like to be 
touched,” show that to the veterinarian. It might be due to experiences 
the dog has had, you may be touching the wrong way, or there could 
be something physically wrong.

Pain can be hard to pin down in dogs. The more you can observe be-
fore the veterinary appointment, the more likely the veterinarian will 
be able to diagnose the problem. But be careful not to injure the dog 
in the process or get bitten. A “knowing touch” gathers information 
and communicates safety. It’s not rough and doesn’t make a dog fear-
ful. This touch is part of what people describe as having “dog sense,” or 
“a way with dogs.” People probably inherit the potential to learn good 
dog handling, but they don’t become good handlers unless they also 
learn the skills.

Use analytical and even skeptical thinking in considering what people 
tell you about touch with dogs. For example, kneeing a dog in the 
chest or stepping on the dog’s hind toes to teach the dog not to jump 
on people are touches that can cause pain, fear, and even injury—not 
good touches! This advice is still floating around, along with the idiotic 
advice to housetrain a dog by “rubbing his nose in it. ” That’s more 
likely to teach your dog to fear you and/or to eat poop!

Empathize with your dog. Empathy is not the same as sympathy. Sym-
pathy can take the form of pity, and in the process can fail to help your 
dog learn to cope with life. When you empathize, you relate to the 
dog’s feelings and help the dog find ways to cope. You identify with 
your dog and in the process you make a connection that helps you to 
lead the dog out of fear.

When you touch your dog, do the same thing you should do whenev-
er you talk to your dog or use body language: read your dog. Be aware 
of the action you are taking, and take note of how your dog responds 
to that action. Experiment—humanely, of course—to see if the dog 
will respond better to your changing the action somewhat.

For example, let’s say you are combing your dog’s long neck fur 
forward toward the nose to help it stand out from the body in an 
attractive and healthy manner. The comb running over the ear and 
the eye might not feel so good! Lay your other hand protectively over 
these parts of the face and comb the fur against your hand rather than 
against the dog’s face. You’ll notice the dog is far happier about having 
that fur combed!

Similarly, when you need to turn a dog over, support the body to 
make sure it won’t hurt. Dogs probably suffer more from fear than 
from pain. Pain packs a double whammy, since it tends to also cause 
fear. If your touch can calm a dog who is in pain, the dog is less likely 
to panic and more likely to be able to accept help. This ability on your 
part can vastly improve a dog’s chances of recovering from illness or 
injury.

One situation for this ability is when you know a dog is in pain on one 
side of the neck, or one hip, knee, or foot. You can carefully direct the 
dog to “stay” (this is one reason we teach the stay!), and gently guide 
the dog as you turn the body to the most comfortable position. A dog 
whose neck is sore on the left side may be able to rise with little or 
no pain if you turn the dog onto the left side and help the dog rise by 
rearing up to the right side.

A dog may self-protect both with humans and with other dogs if an 
action hurts. When you know a dog has a painful part, simply keeping 
your other dogs from jostling that dog at vulnerable times can stop 
problems such as fighting or not making it all the way outside to potty
 

for fear of getting hurt on the way. This may mean escorting that dog 
out first while the others wait; or you might keep the hurting dog by 
you until the others are out and then walk out with the dog, blocking 
the dog’s painful side with your own body. You will be surprised how 
quickly the dog realizes that you know, and that you are providing 
protection. You will be the dog’s hero.

Don’t assume a dog’s reluctance to do something you ask is stubborn-
ness or defiance. Consider physical causes FIRST because they are the 
most likely reasons. The second most likely cause is that the dog just 
does not understand what you want. Just because a dog has per-
formed an action a couple of times on cue doesn’t mean the dog has 
mastered the knowledge.

Whenever you touch a dog, consider these factors, especially if you 
get a negative reaction:

•	 Can	the	dog	see	you	coming?	If	not,	make	a	non-threatening	
sound or otherwise gently call the dog’s attention to your ap-
proach. Eventually, possibly quickly, the dog may get used to 
your approach in that specific situation.

•	 Can	the	dog	hear	you?	If	not,	you	can	make	sure	the	dog	sees	you	
before you touch, or make your first touch a light, familiar sensa-
tion. Alternatively, you might toss a favorite toy or a treat to the 
dog as the attention-getter.

•	 Can the dog adjust the body so the touch or handling maneuver 
you	are	doing	will	not	hurt?	This	is	an	important	factor	in	lifting	a	
dog.

•	 Does	the	dog	know	what	you	are	doing	or	are	going	to	do?	If	not,	
does	the	dog	have	reason	to	trust	you?	Or	perhaps	reason	not	to	
trust you because of prior experience with you or with someone 
else?	This	is	a	situation	where	having	rough-housed	with	a	dog	
in the past can seriously mess you up when the dog develops 
a painful problem later. The dog may associate you with being 
tossed around, and feel the need to warn you.
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•	 If you are petting the dog with your hand coming down on the 
head	from	above,	is	the	dog	used	to	this?	If	not,	you	can	gently	
condition the dog over time to find the approach non-threaten-
ing. If the dog has been comfortable with this approach in the 
past and now is not, it’s time for a veterinary visit to find out what 
has happened physically. Possibilities would include ear infection 
and eye problems.

•	 Has	this	dog	been	gently	conditioned	to	hugging?	If	it’s	suddenly	
a problem and wasn’t before, time for the veterinarian. When 
starting to condition a dog about hugging, hug gently from the 
dog’s side, facing the same direction as the dog, and with the dog 
beside you.

Don’t do this, of course, if it causes the dog to react nega-
tively. In getting the dog used to this or any other maneu-
ver; keep the stimulation low enough that it prompts only a 
comfortable, positive response, never fear or aggression.

•	 Is someone leaning on the dog in order to help them-
selves	stand?	It’s	best	not	to	do	this,	especially	not	to	
allow a child to do it. Sometimes this is taught to an 
assistance dog as a trained behavior, but it must be 
used knowledgeably and cautiously. At any time, the 
dog could develop an orthopedic problem that makes 
it too painful. Osteoarthritis is extremely common in 
dogs, and they age rapidly.

•	 Is	someone	grabbing	the	dog?	Maybe	the	person	
means it playfully and at some point in life the dog 
may have found it fun, too, but it’s always risky to grab 
a dog. People are cautioned not to touch humans with 
certain conditions—such as head injuries or Alzheim-
er’s disease—without making sure the person sees that 
touch coming and is comfortable with it. Dogs don’t 
have much reasoning ability, and it’s just not a good 
idea to startle them.

•	 Is this a female dog who has had puppies under poor 
conditions	or	been	bred	by	force?	This	girl	may	be	
rather defensive for the rest of her life. Humans have 
been the cause, and humans should make it right by 
handling her appropriately.

•	 Preschool-age children are too young to be alone 
with dogs or to understand what touch is appropriate 
and what is not. Natural behavior for this age includes 
screaming in a dog’s face; poking various objects into 
eyes, ears and nose; riding a dog like a horse; laying 
on a dog like a pillow; and picking up a dog in painful 
ways.

Do not permit any of this for even one second. The dog will figure 
out quickly whether you are allowing this behavior or not. A dog who 
knows you will let the kid do it is eventually going to have to rise up 
against that child in self-defense because of parental failure to protect 
both dog and child. A dog who knows you will govern the child’s 
behavior will have a chance of remaining kid-friendly. 

Touching to Teach

With your own dog, you teach the dog and yourself how to touch ef-
fectively if you groom your dog all over the body every day. This may 
seem like a lot of work, but it provides training, conditioning to han-
dling and touch, medical check up, skin health, physical therapy, brain 
conditioning, bonding, and a whole lot more. It’s quite possibly THE 
most efficient way to spend 15 minutes a day with a dog. It will teach 
you things about touching a dog and about touching this particular 
dog that you could never learn any other way. It’s not to be missed!
Dog training has often taken a negative view of touch in training, but 
it’s wise to incorporate touch into your training. By pairing touch with 
food treats, praise and games, you build your dog’s positive associa-
tion with touch.

Training and play go together and it’s ideal to alternate them so that 
eventually your dog is able to switch immediately from obeying your 
cue to playing and from playing to obeying your cue. This level of 
training provides a dog with the most freedom in life combined with 
the greatest safety. Touch belongs in both the training phase and the 
play phase.

46                                                                                                            

Touch



Studies have shown reduced blood pressure readings when a person 
is petting a dog. If you want to see something fascinating, take a cam-
era along on a therapy dog visit. With their permission, photograph 
people with and without the dog. The difference in how relaxed and 
attractive people look when in contact with the dog is often striking. 
Relatives will sometimes say that is the best picture in existence of 
their loved one.

Another wondrous thing to see on a therapy dog visit is a solid 
therapy dog’s reaction to someone with that special knowing touch 
for dogs. The therapy dog will be going along ho-hum accepting 
touch from everyone. All of a sudden a person starts touching the dog 
and you clearly see the dog loving it. A closer look at this interaction 
may appear that the person’s touch is unusually vigorous and, well, 
just knowing. The dog is leaning into the hand, maneuvering the ears 
around to just...the...right...spots. Often this expert dog-petter is a 
man. It’s always heart-warming to see the dog take such pleasure in 
her work!

Touching your dog improves both your brain function and the dog’s. 
This is especially true when the touch is done mindfully with goals 
of helping the dog, solving problems and getting to know the dog 
better. It is one of the most intricate uses of your brain because it com-
bines verbal thinking, nonverbal thinking, communication, the warm 
and soft feel of the dog, and movement. It’s incredibly therapeutic.

Dogs don’t naturally think in terms of some of the movements we 
do with them in grooming, training and other touch, either, so we 
improve their brains when we do these things. It needs to be gentle, 
pleasant, and playful in order to create the ideal learning environment. 
The brain learns best at play. Grooming time is ideal for working on 
pesky problems such a dog mouthing on humans or being a big ol’ 
wiggleworm!

A great many of us have dogs for the express purpose of petting them. 
Think about that for a minute. We love to touch our dogs and we teach 
them to love it, too. Dog training should include touch because it is 
the rare dog who will never need to accept touch from a person. The 

ability to accept and enjoy human touch is an essential 
life skill for a dog, and dogs are not born with it, nor do 
they develop it without human help.

Next time you’re snuggling with your dog and some-
one accuses you of goofing off, you’ll know what to 
say. “I’m training my dog!”

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
Copyright Kathy Diamond Davis
This work was originally published by the Veterinary 
Information 
Network (VIN), and is published with VIN permission. 
www.veterinarypartner.com

Kathy Diamond Davis is the author of the book Therapy 
Dogs: Training Your Dog to Reach Others. She has 
owned, trained, and handled five registered therapy dogs 
in a wide variety of facility settings since 1985. Her first 
edition of Therapy Dogs has been a major force in the 
growth of Animal Assisted Activities. Kathy is a regular 
contributor to national dog magazines and answers 
dog behavior questions for the Veterinary Information 
Network.

In the training phase, you have the dog in a calmer and more con-
trolled state, better for helping the dog learn the moves of a new 
touch. In the play state, the dog is having fun, and is less sensitive 
both mentally and physically. This is the time to help the dog build a 
greater tolerance for touch that, while not painful or harmful, is more 
vigorous and sudden.

Such conditioning can save someone from getting bitten someday. 
If you use vigorous touch in play, build up to it, do it when the dog 
can enjoy it, and then bring the dog gently down from that wild state. 
Don’t rev a dog up and then release the dog to possibly go vent that 
wild energy on another animal or human. Defuse the energy gently 
before you end that interaction with your dog. By doing this consis-
tently, you will find your dog developing excellent self-control over 
time, because you have provided the control, the safety net for the 
dog to learn it.

In training, you do not want to cause pain or fear. If you find it appro-
priate to do a correction, startling the dog is a better option. Prior to 
such a correction, you need to have earned the dog’s trust so the dog 
won’t be triggered into fear by being startled.

When you physically touch the dog in a positive manner, you can 
switch the dog into the pack drive, which in most cases is the safest 
state. This is how touch works when using the recall to get control of 
a dog’s barking. The dog gets an adrenaline rush from barking that is 
probably addictive. The barking happens in prey or defense drives. 
When you call the dog to you and give petting, you switch off the 
adrenaline as your touch puts the dog into pack drive. Soon you have 
a dog who is no longer “addicted to barking”—along with a quieter 
home, happier neighbors, and a dog with better life prospects ahead.

Similarly, if you find it necessary to give a startling correction, go 
immediately into a fast-paced focused-attention exercise (see Eye 
Contact) and end that exercise with petting. Very quickly, your dog 
will lose any instinctive defensive reaction to a startling correction, 
because the connection will have been firmly established in the dog’s 
brain between being startled and winding up doing something fun, 
rewarding, and 
interactive with the 
beloved and trusted 
handler: you.

Touch Heals

When dog and 
handler are condi-
tioned to touch as 
a team, the touch 
becomes thera-
peutic for both of 
you. Your touch can 
reduce your dog’s 
pain and fear, and 
it can also reduce 
yours. Anyone with 
a painful medical 
condition who has 
experienced pain 
relief from touching 
a dog is a believer in 
that benefit. This is 
one reason so many 
people have dogs 
sleep on the bed.
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Observe the rapidity of consumption.

When a bowl of raw, meaty bones are fed daily, a pet is not that ex-
cited about the “meal” because it is the routine diet. He will generally 
crunch through the breakfast or supper nicely. However, if the routine 
is a conventional diet or a mushy raw diet, then a recreational bone is 
an exciting novelty! In a frenzy, your dog may “wolf down” the bone 
too quickly. Remember, the idea is to do a little chewing. You can 
slow down the process by preceding it with a “veggie” appetizer or by 
slathering the bone with some canned pumpkin or sweet potato or 
perhaps some blended green beans. The idea is that the veggie will 
need to be licked off and the fibrous choice will mix with the gnawed- 
up bone and give us all peace of mind that the bone will pass through 
the GI tract safely.  In nature, hair and hide are the indigestible fibers 
which are consumed to promote proper peristalsis and move intes-
tinal contents through to their end goal. It always makes sense to do 
our best to mimic nature.

Alternate bone type and shape for maximum effectiveness.

Neck bones are chewed and generally chomped with the incisors or 
molars. They are entirely eaten in minutes. Hollow, marrow bones 
are cleaned out utilizing the canines. They become very clean and 
could be gnawed on for a few days for mental stimulation, until they 
become brittle and then should be disposed. Knuckle bones are 
ground down by the large, back molars. These bones are often huge. 
Too much ingested, even ground bone, could cause obstipation. Even 
a large dog could be over zealous and consume too much of this bone 
type in one sitting.  You may take this bone away in 1/2 to one hour 
and put it into a ziplock and back into the freezer.  Remember, dogs 
bury bones and dig them up later.

Observe what comes out the other end 8 to 24 hours after you have 
fed a bone.

What comes out depends on what goes in and your dog’s sensitivi-
ties. Bone is composed primarily of calcium. This does not cause loose 
stool, however excessive fat can cause diarrhea. Bone marrow is high 
in fat. Breeds who are genetically predisposed to hyperlipidemia or 
pancreatitis do not handle fat well. A frozen marrow bone can be 
thawed. Spoon out the marrow. Leave only a tiny amount inside or 
replace it with a small amount of peanut butter, so that your pet has 
something to work for. This way, even a sensitive pet can still reap the 
canine-cleaning benefits of a marrow bone. Commonly after bone 
consumption, fecal matter will be light, firm, and gray or white. It will 
disappear rapidly from the yard. There should be no straining or dry 
constipation. If this does occur, try feeding smaller amounts of bone 
less frequently and add or increase the amount of fibrous vegetation 
fed concurrently. The body needs time for the “prey” to pass. Carni-
vores in the wild seem to know when and what to forage to manipu-
late proper digestive function. Our domesticated carnivores are not 
always afforded this natural opportunity.  So, if we’re going to possess 
an indoor carnivore, it is our good stewardship responsibility to mimic 
nature’s needs as closely as we are able, to provide our beloved pets 
with the nutritional tools they need for quality and longevity of life!

For years, veterinarians have dubbed February as Dental Month.  Ironi-
cally, they also encourage the consumption of starch-filled dry kibble 
diets by our dogs and cats.  The carnivore teeth crunch on these “sugar 
cubes” day after day under the ridiculous misconception that the 
teeth are being cleaned. In the natural world a dog consumes a rabbit, 
bones and all, and the canine dentitions are cleaned. Proponents of 
species appropriate diets can bear witness to the healthy mouths and 
gleaming, white teeth of dogs who consume a raw, meaty bone diet 
or are fed a commercial prey-concept diet with raw bones being fed 
recreationally, but regularly. Raw bones are the only natural product 
that can actually remove tartar.

I agree with every other veterinarian who says that cooked bones are 
dangerous! It is not good to get into KFC in the garbage! However, raw 
bones are a different story. When a bone is boiled or smoked, the mo-
lecular structure actually changes.  Upon ingestion, the stomach acids 
cannot break it down successfully, increasing the likelihood that it may 
become lodged in the intestines. Also, dry bone becomes brittle and 
more likely to splinter and potentially cause gastrointestinal perfora-
tions. Raw bones are softer and safer.

Keep in mind, all bones should be fed under supervision and with cau-
tion. I believe the benefits outweigh the risks. Even raw bones could 
cause a tooth to fracture. The risks can be minimized by following a 
few helpful tips.

Choose the appropriate size of bone for the species or breed of pet.

I regularly feed raw bones to my dogs! Keep in mind, when select-
ing the appropriate bone for your dog, the type of bone safest for his 
breed. Size matters. A dog that weighs twelve pounds or less may 
have difficulties with whole, raw bone consumption, similar to a cat. A 
chicken neck is the smallest and shortest readily available bone type. 
This may be an option for any size dog, providing you observe your 
dog’s bone-eating pattern. If your dog tries to gulp down the bone 
whole, than it is not an option. I know a Pomeranian who is a gulper 
and a Golden Retriever who is a nice chewer. The Golden can have a 
chicken neck or two, three to four times per week as a meal replace-
ment, for recreation, for dental care and for mental stimulation. This 
particular Pomeranian can never have them.  But, he can have one 
duck neck twice per week as a meal replacement. The duck neck is 
longer, but still slim. The length forces him to chew, not gulp, and the 
small vertebral size is still appropriate for him. The vertebral size of 
a turkey neck is not appropriate for any domesticated canine. Even 
Dr. Ian Billinghurst, the famed                                       author of The Raw 
Meaty Bone Diet, discourages  
the use of turkey necks.

Bones
by Jodie Grunstern DVM

 - the good, the bad & the ugly
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  The PastFrom
  A Blast

In all the years that I have been involved with the Australian Terriers, 
the most vexing question has always been a true description of the 
Blue and Tan coat. It does seem to me that when color faults appear 
in the Sandy/Red exhibits they are not penalized so heavily as those 
in the Blue and Tan exhibit. In fact color problems seem only to be 
thought of as pertaining to the Blue and Tan. Let us talk about Stan-
dards.	How	are	these	decided?	In	may	instances	our	Terrier	Standards	
were devised years ago in England by a panel of ‘Experts’ of that time 
and in many cases still hold good today. Some remarkable descrip-
tions have come from these panels. Do you know that  a Manchester 
Terrier should have oblong eyes and the Bedlington eye should appear 
to	be	triangular?	Ask	a	Bedlington	expert	to	tell	you	what	is	meant	by	
‘Filbert’ shaped ears. I have heard several suggested reasons for this 
description - none of them coming anywhere near to describing the 
actual shape of the Bedlington Terrier’s ears. The West Highland Terrier 
has a ‘Varminty’ appearance according to the Standard. One diction-
ary gives the meaning of ‘Varminty’ as being  ‘Vermin’ whereas most 
English people will know that this description was used many years 
ago for dirty and unwashed young boys of artful character. Neither 
description fits the beautiful West Highland White Terriers.

Should	these	descriptions	will	be	used	in	current	Standards?	My	train-
ing as a judge was based on looking for the good points as laid down 
in the Standard. No exhibit is perfect. In my opinion, even top exhibits 
have at least two features, which fall short of perfection. A judge has 
to forgive many shortcomings in their close examination of exhibits. 
Where descriptions in Standard fall short there will be a variety of 
interpretations.

Color is one part of many things, which a judge will look for in judg-
ing the coat. A good judge will examine the coat deciding the color 
merits, be it Sandy/Red or a Blue and Tan exhibit and then proceed to 
examine the exhibit further for other coat requirements and doing so 
in a way showing no color preference. Blue and Tan coats will be found 
with incorrect sandy hairs through the body coat and Sandy/Red ex-
hibits will have Black and even White hairs. Often coats devoid of un-
dercoat. This later is a most important requirement as our dogs should 
be hardy enough to live out of doors and as former working dogs, this 
undercoat is a must. From outside the judging ring, lack of undercoat 
and faulty coat is not noticeable. Texture of coat is examined. Length 
of body coat should be 2 1/2” or 6.35 cms. How about measuring the 
body	coat	of	your	exhibits?	No	cheating	-	I	do	not	mean	the	Ruff	or	
Apron.	Does	your	Australian	Terrier	fail	in	this	regard?	Take	heart,	it	is	
only one of the many requirements. I have listed at least five features a 
judge should look for and so far this is the only one on body coat.

Now let us get to the controversial bit about color. ‘Blue’ ‘Steel Blue’ 
or ‘Dark Grey Blue’. When the Blue and Tan part of our Standard was 
devised did the gentlemen present (and they would have been males 
making	the	decisions	for	us)	really	have	an	appreciation	of	color?	Had	
they been asked to purchase a dress for their wives on the above lines, 
would	they	have	not	brought	home	materials	of	solid	color? i.e. Blue, 
Steel Blue or Dark Grey Blue. Can your picture the faces of the wives 
if in each case these colors were interspersed or tipped with black! To 
emphasis my point, if we are to take the Standard literally, then the 
ONLY colors are those described. ‘Blue’, ‘Steel Blue’ and ‘Dark Grey Blue’

with no suggestion of Black anywhere. This would therefore exclude 
every Blue and Tan exhibit, which has been shown in the past as well 
as those currently being shown. On this basis we never have had a Blue 
and Tan exhibit which conformed to the Standard for color i.e. solid 
color.

The streaks of grey in human hair but in the same case of our Austra-
lian Terrier, the tips of the hair are black. It is only my opinion that a 
clean, glossy coated Blue and Tan exhibit, shown in sunlight, will glis-
ten and appear to be solid black. Make no mistake; I much prefer our 
clean, well-groomed exhibits of today to those shown many years ago. 
I have always suggested to trainee judges that these shiny dogs should 
be examined in the shade. I have further said that once evidence has 
been seen of a break in the coast, i.e. the blue showing through no 
matter how little, as a Standard is not clear on the point of color, then 
this break can be considered as sufficient. With so many other features 
of the coat and the dog in general, I suggest that some forgiveness 
may be given if the Blue is not prolific.

Let us for one moment suppose that we have found a Blue and Tan 
exhibit which does conform to the Standard (revised of course!) and in 
every instance as listed above the coat reaches perfection, how will a 
judge place this exhibit if it has a weak head, poor front and no anima-
tion?	Coat	and	color	are	very	important.	So	too	are	all	the	other	points	
of our Australian Terrier but above all, he must be of excellent type 
then the judge can go through their process of ‘forgiveness’  where 
points do not come into expectations. The judge who makes the deci-
sions solely on the color of the Australian Terrier is as bad as those who 
will not tolerate a bad mouth or who are cranks on movement.

By all means, breeders should try to improve on color and refrain 
from cross-mating Reds to Blues. It would also be a good idea to have 
Standards altered giving a better description for the color Blue. Until 
something is done this argument which has been with us since the 
early 1950s will never be solved.

By Joyce Edworthy 
written around 1980
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How Blue is Blue?



Australian Terrier Rescue
Follow-Up Stories

It has been one year since I adopted Jack (formerly Buddy,) and what 
a year we’ve had! Jack has been through 3 sets of training classes and 
knows about 25 commands and tricks. He’s such a smart boy! When I 
first got him he was certainly a shy and timid fellow, but his confidence 
has skyrocketed in the last year. I try my best to take him with me when 
I go places so he gets new experiences and is exposed to new things. 
This seems to have really helped his “spookiness.” Jack has even flown 
on a plane (about 5 trips) and he is an angel! The flight attendants love 
him and he is a silent traveler. 

Jack has a few favorite activities:

- Walking downtown (about a mile away.) He gets lots of attention for 
being so cute!

- Playing with toys. He has too many to count and will bring them all 
to me in succession to play with him. He even throws them to himself, 
and plays during the day when I’m at work. I can tell because I will find 
toys all around the house when I come home. 

- Guarding the house. I have moved since I adopted him, and he has a 
huge picture window and window seat that I often find him sleeping 
on or staring out waiting to “Buff” at passersby. 

- Run around! Jack loves to run around the house and he has a fenced 
in yard at the new house in which he loves to sprint. At the dog park 
his favorite activity is playing chase with the big dogs. Other owners 
often comment on how fast he is for such a little guy. 

- Cuddle! Jack is a little lover. He often snuggles with my boyfriend 
while he does grad school homework and is always either in my lap or 
snuggled nearby. 

When I first got him, Jack was a reluctant tail wagger. I think it was 
his insecurity of being moved from house to house in such a short 
time. He is the most spoiled and loved little guy now and I wake up 
every morning with him wagging his nub. I am 700 miles away from 
my closest family and 
I don’t know how I 
would have made it this 
last year without him! 
He has a special place 
in my Mom’s heart as 
well, since he bears a 
resemblance in look and 
behavior to our two pre-
vious Australian Terriers. 
Please know that he is in 
the happiest home with 
all the puppy luxuries 
a dog could want. Jack 
truly is my little best 
friend, and I have you all 
to thank for facilitating 
his adoption. So thank 
you!

Heather & Jack

Yesterday, July 17, made 1 year that i have had my new family.  mom & 
dad, also known as joyce & john , r wonderful dog parents.  they love 
me dearly & i love them dearly.  daddy broiled pork chops last night for 
our anniversary dinner celebration.  they sing to me, talk sweet to me, 
take me for rides, let me walk them daily, rub my belly several times 
each day, let me sleep wherever i want to and however much i want 
to, play toss & tug of war with my toys, take me to the eye doctor as 
well have a wonderful sitter for me who stays overnight with me when 
they r away and sleeps with me, etc.  my eye doctor says my eyes look 
great.  i had cataract surgery on both eyes before i came to my new 
home.  my eye doctor says 
i am her only patient who 
will need eye drops for 
the rest of my life.  that 
is not a problem.  mom 
& dad keep a calendar & 
my eye drops (3 different 
kinds) out on the kitchen 
counter where it will never 
be overlooked.  my eye 
doctor says i am doing 
so good i do not have to 
come back to c her for 6 
months.  i got mom to type this for me as i am taking a nap on the sofa 
in the den.  we walked 1 mile this morning.  i am a very happy young 
man, now age 6 years.  i look forward to a long and happy life with my 
mom & dad. 

Jimmy
Birmingham, Al

Jake & Judy from the Kansas 4
Boy have they changed since they first arrived. When Judy first arrived 
she could not even jump up a small step to get into the house. Her 
back legs would give out. With better food and lots of love she now 
acts like a puppy running around. When it is time for bed she will come 
into the living room look up at me rub against my leg. She does this 
until I put her in her bed for the night. She has lost her hearing and is 
also losing her sight. Jake is by her side to help her get around. But it is 
not deterring her from life at all.
 
Jake thinks he is king of the hill. Typical male has to pee on everything. 
Barks and barks until he has his fresh tub of water to bathe in every 
morning. His HeartGuard 
he will not take until it is 
broken up into smaller 
pieces. Yet a piece of 
meat he will gobble 
down with no problem. 
Very, very gentle mouth. 
It has been a joy to have 
them both. Because of 
Jake & Judy, I have now 
taken in more rescue 
dogs, they have ALL 
added to my life with 
their unique personali-
ties.
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Memorials to your dog are possible through Australian Terrier Rescue.  
To learn more, please go to: australianterrierrescue.org

In Loving Memory...

http://www.australianterrierrescue.org


I examine both ear canals, and if an infection is suspected, I discuss 
antibiotic therapy, as inner ear disease is one of the possible causes 
of vestibular signs. The inner ear (pictured below) is something you 
cannot see during an exam because the eardrum obscures the view 
to the inner ear. The eardrum is like a closed door that sits in front of 
the middle and inner ear. However, if there is a nasty-looking outer 
ear and an inflamed eardrum, there is a chance that inner ear disease 
could be present as well.

If the dog’s clinical signs are so severe that they cannot walk, I then 
recommend supportive care with IV fluids and injectable anti-nausea 
medications. Urinary catheters are sometimes placed for hygienic 
reasons. If clinical signs are mild, pets can often be managed at home 
with over-the-counter meclizine (for the feelings of “motion sickness” 
they experience). We also provide instructions for general nursing 
care as well as how to protect from falls.

The conversation ends with discussing a very loose rule of thumb: 
If there is gradual or complete improvement within 72 hours, it is 
likely idiopathic vestibular disease and additional diagnostic testing 
is not necessary. If there is no improvement or progression of signs, 
it is likely something much more serious, such as a tumor, and an 
MRI would be recommended to reach a definitive diagnosis. With 
idiopathic vestibular disease, marked improvement is usually evident 
in this time frame, with the pet returning to normal in 7 to 14 days 
(although in some dogs, a head tilt will still persist).

It should also be noted that this is not a painful condition, and my 
recommendations stem from the fact that euthanasia is a perma-
nent	decision,	so	why	not	wait	and	see,	giving	time	a	chance?	There	
is a high likelihood that improvement will be seen and the difficult 
decision of euthanasia can always be made at a later date if there is 
no improvement or if there is a change in your pet’s quality of life. I 
feel there is reason to hold out hope and be cautiously optimistic, as 
idiopathic vestibular disease is the most common form of vestibular 
disease in dogs. It is the direction I would take if it were my own boy 
experiencing this.

Please note: There are times, however, when a physical exam points 
undeniably to a brain tumor, but these neurological exam findings are 
beyond the scope of discussion, so feel free to ask me any questions.

Veterinarian Shea Cox has enjoyed an indirect path through her professional 
life, initially obtaining degrees in fine arts and nursing. She later obtained her 
veterinary medical degree from Michigan State University in 2001 and has 
been practicing emergency and critical care medicine solely since that time. 
In 2006, she joined the ER staff at PETS Referral Center in Berkeley and cannot 
imagine a more rewarding and fulfilling place to spend her working hours. 
In her spare time, she loves to paint, wield her green thumb, cook up a storm 
and sail. Her days are shared with the three loves of her life: her husband Scott 
and their two Doberman children that curiously occupy opposite ends of the 
personality spectrum.

Reprinted with permission 2013 
Shea Cox, DVM
bridgevs.com

A fairly common reason for a veterinary visit is the concern that an 
older dog has had a stroke, when he suddenly starts walking like a 
drunken sailor with his head tilted. I know of other cases, where these 
sorts of symptoms are assumed to be a brain tumor and the dog is 
euthanized—maybe unnecessarily. 

Well, I want to shed some light on a much more common and less 
concerning cause of these and other disturbing signs, something 
known as idiopathic vestibular disease, in case it is something you 
ever experience with your own geriatric dog.

Idiopathic (meaning unknown cause, think: idiot) vestibular disease is 
a syndrome that looks really, really bad, but usually gets better all on 
its own with little or no treatment.

The Vestibular System
The vestibular system is composed of portions of the brain and ear 
and is responsible for maintaining a sense of balance. When some-
thing goes wrong with this system, it’s like being drunk on a rocky 
boat. Dogs with idiopathic vestibular disease have some combination 
of the following signs:

•	    A head tilt,
•	    An unsteady gait, loss of balance, or falling over,
•	    Circling in one direction,
•	    Eyes rapidly moving from side to side, known as nystagmus,
•	    Sudden vomiting.

Now for the caveat: These clinical signs are unfortunately not unique, 
or diagnostic for, idiopathic vestibular disease and other things 
can cause this same presentation. These can include (yes) a brain 
tumor, an inner ear infection, inflammatory disease or sudden bleeds 
into the brain—to name a few. But with that being said, when the 
symptoms seemingly appear out of nowhere in an older dog, I always 
recommend a “wait-and-see approach,” treating symptomatically and 
supportively, as there is a good chance of improvement.

Wait-And-See Approach
For a dog showing the above signs, I first discuss the possible causes. 
Next, I recommend blood work and a blood pressure check to make 
sure there is 
no “obvious” 
disease. I discuss 
the availabil-
ity of an MRI to 
evaluate the 
inner ear and 
brain. Although 
an MRI allows 
for the best 
evaluation of 
disease, it is 
often not pur-
sued due to cost 
(about $1,500 
here in the Bay 
Area.)

Idiopathic or “Old Dog” Vestibular Disease
Vestibular signs in dogs are often incorrectly referred to as a stroke 

By Shea Cox, DVM
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

Can	we	teach	an	old	dog	new	tricks?		As	a	trainer,	I	have	to	say	YES,	
definitely!

Now that said, let’s be reasonable and set some expectations.  Would 
I	aspire	to	an	agility	MACH	with	a	senior	dog?		No,	of	course	not.		But	
age alone wouldn’t bar my dog and me from participating in just 
about canine performance sport.  There are several reasons why.

One of the big benefits I see as a teacher is that people with older 
dogs have had many years of bonding with their canine companions 
and know them well.  They anticipate how their dog will react in dif-
ferent situations and this gives them an advantage over people with 
younger, untried dogs.  They’re much more relaxed when they show 
up in our beginner classes.  Also, because they have lower expecta-
tions, they’re more concerned with the dog understanding the lessons 
and learning the equipment correctly and safely.  There’s a lot less 
drive to get out there and compete than we see with people with 
younger dogs.  Some of our senior dog students are never destined 
for competition at all—just for a fun time with their people.  Those are 
among our favorite students, because no matter what their dogs do 
on a given day, they’re always happy and smiling and out for a good 
time.  

There’s	no	reason	to	develop	the	“My	dog	can’t	…	”	mindset.		Just	be-
cause Fido never went through a tunnel or over a jump before doesn’t 
mean he can’t now!  Different venues are making it easier all the time 
for people with older dogs to stay in the game, or get involved for 
the first time with dogs “of a certain age.”  AKC has the Preferred class, 
where your dog jumps 4 inches less than its regulation jump height 
and gets a little more time.  CPE’s Enthusiast and Early Veterans classes 
are the same, as is Teacup Agility.  My Aussie, Libby, would normally 
jump 8 inches, but I choose to run her at a lower jump height across 
all venues.  With her short legs and long back, she’s really not built for 
jumping.  The shorter height is easier for her to manage, so that we 
can concentrate on handling and working away and not worry about 
dropping bars.  Plus the lower jump height is easier on her body and 
will keep her in the game longer than if I pushed her to repeatedly 
jump a taller height.

There’s even an agility venue where you can choose your jump height.  
Formerly known as Super Size Agility and geared to big dogs, it’s now 
called Super Sports Agility (SSA) and is open to dogs of all ages and 
sizes.  Its founder, Kim Malmer, started it as a venue for students with 
large older dogs who wanted to keep playing the game, but could no 
longer safely jump their regulation heights.  SSA has gained momen-
tum in the three years since Kim started offering trials at facilities in 
Pennsylvania and now it’s spreading to locations in the Midwest as 
well.  She’s adding rally and water sports to the SSA roster as well, so 
be sure to keep an eye on her website if you want to try something 
new and different (or bring a trial to your area):

www.ssa4dogs.com

If agility’s not your thing or your dog is definitely past the age for 
that, relax!  There are plenty of other activities to do with older dogs.  
We recently participated in one at our training center.  It’s called Barn 
Hunt and involves finding a rat, which is concealed in a ventilated 
PVC tube, hidden among straw bales.  Dogs must also negotiate a 
tunnel made of straw bales and jump up on a bale with all four feet.  
To make the game more fun, there is also an empty PVC tube and one 
with soiled rat bedding hidden in the straw on the same course.  At 
novice level, dogs get 2 minutes to find their rat.  Part of the chal-
lenge for handlers is learning to “read” their dog’s body language 
to discern when they find the tube with the rat and not the others.  
Sometimes it’s obvious, sometimes it’s not.  Libby found her rats right 
away and was very excited, so it was easy to read what she was telling 
me.  Much to my surprise, my Dobe/Husky mix, definitely a senior girl 
at 12 years old, qualified in Barn Hunt at both the Instinct and Novice 
levels!  She totally ignored the empty tube and the one with the 
bedding and only indicated the one with the rat.  It’s great fun, and if 
your Aussie, like mine, doesn’t want to go to ground, you can still tap 
into their “critter getter” instinct.  See page 38 for more information.

Tracking is another sport that knows no age limits. It’s a great feeling 
to be outdoors with your dog, watching them put their natural scent-
ing ability to work.  Its “cousin,” nosework, teaches your dog to find 
discrete scents rather than following human scent.  The links below 
will help you get started:

www.k9nosework.com

www.nacsw.net

Let’s not forget rally.  World Cynosport Rally (WCR), formerly APDT 
Rally-O, offers Veteran titles.  The courses are based on Level 3, which 
the most challenging, but there are no jumps in Veterans.  If you’re 
not quite ready for Veterans classes and feel that your dog is still able 
to compete in its regular level, you can always submit an Exercise 
Modification Form with your WCR entry.  If dogs have any physical 
condition that prevents them from jumping their regulation height, 
this allows you to choose whatever height you feel is safe for them.  
Check out the latest regulations here:  www.rallydogs.com

You say your dog is simply your pet, and you don’t care to participate 
in	organized	sport?		Interactive	toys	are	great	for	dogs	of	all	ages.		
Proponents say that just as in humans, challenging your dog’s think-
ing capacity helps promote brain health.  Here are a few sites that 
have a variety of such toys to check out:

www.muttropolis.com/category/dog/dog-toys-interactive.cfm 

www.petsupplies.com/dog-supplies/toys/interactive-dog-toys/9402

The bottom line:  We don’t stop playing because we get old.  We get 
old because we stop playing.

the Other Ring  by Leslie Hoy
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Adopting A Senior
Aside from any advantages an older dog has, is there any good 
reason to adopt an older dog instead of a puppy, who has his whole 
life ahead of him?
Just about everyone who enters a shelter is looking for a puppy or a 
young dog (three years or under). There are also many people who 
go to breeders to buy puppies. And, of course, just as a puppy has 
his whole life ahead of him, so does an older dog have the rest of his 
life in front of him. You can give that older dog the best years of his 
life while at the same time bringing a wonderful addition into your 
family. 

Don’t older dogs cost more in vet bills?
Veterinary attention and medication are needed at all ages and 
may or may not be more costly for an older dog. Before you adopt a 
senior, be sure you get a health report from a veterinarian. That way, if 
you discover that the dog has a health problem, you can decide if you 
are able to make the needed financial commitment before making an 
emotional commitment.

Do older dogs have any “special needs”?
With a health assessment of the dog, you will know whether any 
age-related conditions are present and you can take appropriate 
measures to address them. Otherwise, older dogs need all the things 
younger dogs do -- good nutrition, exercise (although less intensive, 
usually, than for a younger dog), and regular visits to the vet. 

What exactly is a “senior” dog?
Veterinarians say that dogs start to fall into the category of “senior” 
around the age of 7. However, it depends on size. The smaller the 
dog, the later in life the dog becomes a senior. Nonetheless, a dog 
in a shelter can be as young as 5 and still have trouble finding a new 
home. Technically speaking, many of these dogs aren’t “seniors” in the 
veterinary sense of the term, but to many prospective adopters they 
are already “over the hill.” Of course, that isn’t true. Dogs, when well 
cared for and given appropriate exercise, remain happy, active, play-
ful and puppy-like well into their senior years.

Won’t I be adopting someone else’s problems? If the dog were so 
wonderful, why wouldn’t they have kept him?
Older dogs lose their homes for many different reasons....most of 
them having nothing to do with problems the dog has, but rather 
with those of the person or family surrendering the dog. Many folks 
think dogs who end up at shelters or in rescue are all genetically and 
behaviorally inferior. But, it is not uncommon for very expensive, 
well-bred, well-trained dogs to outlive their usefulness or novelty 
with folks who bought them on impulse and no longer want to take 
responsibility for them.

Other reasons older dogs become homeless: death of a guardian....
not enough time for the dog...... change in work schedule..... new 
baby.....need to move to a place where dogs are not allowed.... kids 
going off to college.... allergies.... change in “lifestyle”.... prospective 
spouse doesn’t like dogs.

What advantages do older dogs have over puppies or young dogs?
Older dogs who are offered for adoption by shelters or rescue agen-
cies generally have had some training, both in obedience and house 
manners. (Some dogs, due to the confusion and upset of being up-
rooted and finding themselves in a chaotic shelter environment, may 
temporarily forget their housetraining. Inevitably, once established in 
their new home, they remember.)

Older dogs have learned what “no” means and how to leave the 
furniture, carpets, shoes, and other “chewables” alone. (If they hadn’t 
learned that, they wouldn’t have gotten to be “older” dogs.)

They have been “socialized” and learned what it takes to be part of a 
“pack” and to get along with humans and, in most cases, other dogs, 
and in some other cases, cats, as well.

Older dogs, especially those who have once known it, appreciate love 
and attention and quickly learn what’s expected of them to gain and 
keep that love and attention.

Older dogs know how to let you finish the newspaper, sitting calmly 
next to you, while your workday stress flows away and your blood 
pressure lowers. They are also instant companions, ready for hiking, 
riding in the car, walking on leash, fetching, etc.

Finally, older dogs are a “known commodity.” They are easy to assess 
for behavior and temperament, and you also don’t have to guess how 
big they’ll grow.

food for thought.......The Senior Dog Project
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What does it cost to care for a dog?
From Dr. Jon’s column, www. petplace.com

Puppies - The First Year
(What you save when you adopt an older dog!)
Veterinary Care/Laboratory Tests - $100 to $200
Immunizations - $50 to $100
Internal/External Parasite Treatment and Control - $100 to $150
Spay/Neuter - $40 to $200. The cost often depends on the dog’s size 
and age.
Food - $150 to $250
Miscellaneous (collars, leads, obedience training) - $200 to $225
Total: $640 to $1,125

Dogs - Annual Costs

Small to medium-sized dogs
Estimated costs: $500 to $875

Large to giant-sized dogs
Estimated costs: $690 to $875

Costs will vary considerably based on factors such as growth rate and 
size of the adult dog, types of food and unforeseen medical condi-
tions. Generally, puppies require more routine medical attention than 
adult dogs. However, statistics show that older animals (those over 
eight years old) will require more veterinary care than younger adults. 
You should also note that costs vary among stores, veterinarians and 
region of the country. Of course, a serious illness or injury, especially 
one requiring hospitalization, can very easily inflate this figure by 
several thousand dollars. It is also dependent upon the level of com-
fort you lavish on your dog. Doggy daycare and regular grooming 
sessions will quickly add to the tally.

There must be something wrong with a rescue dog...what is it?
People often wonder why the dogs end up in rescue and ask what 
is ‘wrong’ with them. Rescues have come to realize that nothing is 
‘wrong’ with the dogs, but instead with the people who give them up. 
Common excuses people use are that they don’t have enough time 
for the dogs or that they are moving (although.  

Why are older dogs good for senior citizens?
Pam Bishop has written a wonderful pamphlet that discusses the 
many benefits to be derived by senior citizens who adopt an older 
dog. Click on this link to read this extraordinarily good information: 
Senior Dogs Living with Senior Citizens.

What are the health benefits to people of having a dog?
Studies have proven that petting a dog lowers blood pressure. In ad-
dition, the studies have shown that patients who have access to pets 
recover faster from illness or surgery. -- as published in the Medical 
Journal of Australia, Vol. 157, Section 7, 1992  Pet Ownership and Risk 
Factors for Cardiovascular Disease.

An older dog, being calm and mellow, is the kind of dog who most 
enjoys lying quietly to be petted or to keep someone company while 
recovering from an illness or injury.

Why don’t older dogs get adopted?
This seems to be a psychological thing, more than anything else. At 
two years old, it can be assumed that a dog will have a good, long 
time ahead of it. At one year of age, it’s ‘still a puppy,’ with all of the 
problems and difficulties that description brings to mind. At three 
years old, most people assume that the animal has fewer than 10 
years left and don’t want to think of the heartbreak of losing it so 
quickly.

Isn’t it true that you can’t train an older dog the way you can train a 
puppy?
Dogs can be trained at any age. The old adage, “You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks,” just isn’t true. 

How long will it take for an older dog to settle into a routine with 
me?
Each dog is an individual and comes with a unique set of experiences 
and from varying circumstances, so it is hard to predict how long a 
specific dog will require to make an adjustment. If a dog has been 
in a shelter or kennel, the stresses of such an experience may cause 
him to be confused and disoriented for quite some time. Some dogs 
forget or are confused about their housetraining. With care, patience, 
and a kind, understanding, loving attitude, just about any dog will 
come around after a while. It may be a few days, a few weeks, or a few 
months. Some dogs are right “at home” as soon as they walk in the 
door and others may need a couple of weeks to make a basic adjust-
ment, and then became more and more “at home” over the course of 
several months.

Is there anything special I will need to do during the dog’s “adjust-
ment” period?
Again, this will depend on the individual dog. In general, with a dog 
of any age, it is a good idea to set aside a period of several weeks dur-
ing which you can spend more time than usual in reassuring the dog, 
establishing good communication with the dog, and creating the 
special bond that will ensure a good future together.

I just lost my old dog. What if I lose another soon after I adopt him?
Grief is a very personal matter. Some people feel that giving a home 
to an older dog in need is a tribute to their former dog and actually 
eases their pain. Sometimes knowing that adoption has saved a dog 
from euthanasia and will allow it quality time for whatever period he/
she has left, often enables people to focus on the positives and to 
deal better with loss.

Consider also that there are never any guarantees about length of life 
with any dog. Quality of time together can matter a great deal more 
than quantity.
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In the past, dogs who were meant for high-level, competitive 
“obedience” work were trained using very harsh, punitive methods. 
Although these methods are not widely practiced today, there may 
still be a few stragglers around who believe in them. The Senior Dogs 
Project strongly advises against those training methods for any dog, 
but we particularly recommend against it in the case of an older dog. 
It is too stressful and totally inappropriate. It is far preferable to be as 
gentle as possible, while using positive rewards and being fair, under-
standing, and, above all, consistent.

Every dog is an individual. Some dogs are more highly motivated 
than others to please their human companions. Some will be much 
more sensitive than others to tone of voice or to the cues you use 
in giving praise. Dog owners are individuals, too, so you need to be 
aware of your own tendencies and preferences when it comes to 
training. 

Various types of training -- e.g., “obedience” or “agility” -- that you do 
with your senior dog can be a wonderful way to spend quality time 
together. Your senior will thrive on the attention and extra time you’ll 
spend together. Even if your older dog can’t run as well or see as well 
as a younger dog, he can still make progress in obedience and agility 
training. It’s not necessary to “show” in competition. The experience, 
in and of itself, will be enjoyable and enriching for both of you.

Reprinted with Permission 2013 
http://www.srdogs.com

“The ultimate barrier is at age five. Once an animal turns five, it is 
nearly impossible to place quickly. And, if turned into a shelter, is 
almost certainly guaranteed a quick euthanization. Most shelters are 
so overcrowded, the only practical solution for them is to destroy the 
‘unadoptable’ animals. How many animals were destroyed last year 
for	the	crime	of	being	over	five	years	old?	Last	month?	Last	week?	To-
day?	When	was	the	last	time	you	saw	an	animal	in	a	shelter	over	three	
years	old,	for	that	matter?”	--	Notes from Dachshund Rescue

When Older Dogs Are the Best Adoption Choice
There are many wonderful dogs needing rescue -- not only the ador-
able puppies we all love to cuddle. Often overlooked (and euthanized 
as ‘unadoptable’) are older dogs, most of whom would be perfect for 
those who do not have the time to housetrain or the energy level 
necessary for a younger dog. The older rescue is ideal for a house-
hold with very young children: the dog’s temperament is known and 
housetraining and obedience lessons don’t have to be undertaken at 
the same time diapers need to be changed. ... Some convalescent and 
nursing homes make arrangements for pets to come and live with 
their owners, knowing the therapeutic value and the sense of loss to 
both patient and pet when they are separated.”

What You Should Know Before You Adopt Any Dog
Before taking on the responsibility for a living creature, there are 
many practical things to consider. 

If you are planning to get a dog from a breed rescue organization, 
read the article “Purebreed Rescue Is a Source of Older 
Pets.”

Training an Older Dog
We don’t know of any phrase in the English language 
that has done more harm than that old, worn-out, 
inaccurate adage: “You can’t teach an old dog new 
tricks.” An older dog may actually be easier to train than 
a puppy. One of the reasons is that just about any dog 
who has reached the age of five or more has learned 
what “No” means. In order to be acceptable in human 
company, he has also learned generally what is ex-
pected of him. He is calmer and quieter than a puppy, 
and so he is able to focus better on what you are trying 
to teach him. He has learned about dominance and has 
a firm grasp of the concept of “alpha” dog. As an older 
dog, he is not trying to prove his dominance over hu-
mans, and, in general, he is ready to fit himself into his 
human family “pack,” and to do whatever is necessary to 
make that fit as comfortable as possible.

There are different schools of thought when it comes 
to dog training. Some trainers believe in the use of 
verbal praise and other types of non-food rewards for 
training. The most current thinking, however, is that the 
use of a food-based reward system lends itself better to 
the concept of “positive reinforcement” and avoids the 
negative “correction” or “punishment” that is a compo-
nent of some systems of training.

food for thought.......
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Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

OUR 80TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR AND CELEBRATIONS

The Australian Terrier Club of Great Britain celebrates its 80th anniver-
sary in 2013. The celebrations started on Easter Sunday, 31 March, with 
our annual Open show held at Baginton near Coventry, Warwickshire. 
Baginton is a venue the ATCGB used for both of its yearly shows for 
well over 20 years but over the past few years, we have held our an-
nual Ch show at a venue in Staffordshire.  

To go back to the March Open show, I’m thrilled to say the judge on 
this occasion was my daughter, Lorna Brown, who as a newborn baby 
in July 1982 came home to our wonderful breed. She has loved Auss-
ies ever since and has owned our breed since 1991. She has also bred 
a litter of Aussies, so she knows the breed extremely well!

Before judging at our Open show began, a delicious celebratory cake 
was cut by the club’s president, Felicity Snook; the club’s chairman, 
Paul Eardley; and me, the club’s honorary secretary.

The entry was 26 with a further 6 entered as Not For Competition. 
Obviously, there were no entries from my Ralindi Aussies; that hasn’t 
happened for many years at an ATCGB show.  For the first time in 40 
years, I travelled to the show by train, I then hailed a taxi to take me 
to the hotel I had booked for the three of us. To put you in the picture, 
Lorna moved to the other end of the UK (Cornwall to be precise) in 
April 2012 to be with her partner, so their car journey to and from the 
Aussie Club show on the Saturday and Monday respectively took just 
as many hours as the car journey from Ralindi would have taken from 
Central Scotland, i.e., approximately 5 hours each way.

Lorna awarded Best in Show to Malcolm and Julie Skelton’s b/t male 
Ch Millvalley Scotch Mist with Res BIS going to Sue McCourt and Paul 
Eardley’s red male, Ch Jaskarin Magic Number (Imp Sw). Best Opposite 
Sex was awarded to Ruth Jones’ Ch Wyeafon Illusion in Red. 

I donated an Easter egg to every exhibitor at the Open show which, I 
was later told, was much appreciated. Any leftover Easter eggs went 
into the raffle on the day of the show.

The ATCGB’s annual general meeting was held on the same day as the 
Open show, as has been the case for very many years.

Not long after Lorna judged the Open show, her Res BIS winner, Ch 
Jaskarin Magic Number, flew out to live in Canada with his new own-
ers who are now in partnership with his UK owners, Sue and Paul. Saija 
Reiman-Wallden, his Scandinavian breeder (along with her husband), 
recognised him when she saw Magic Number at a show in Canada.

Our ATCGB Ch show was held at Penkridge, Staffordshire on Sunday, 
28 July 2013, and here the judge was a fellow Scot, Ronnie Irving, 
ex-chairman of the kennel club. Ronnie hasn’t judged our breed in the 
UK for several years. During his tenure as chairman of the KC, he didn’t 
judge at all and only returned to judging following his resignation 
from the chairmanship of the KC in May 2011.

Again I travelled by train to the show, which meant I didn’t have any 
dogs with me, but as usual (even when I am entered), I gave a dona-
tion to the show. 

I stayed at the hotel at Penkridge where Bill and I have stayed ever 
since the ATCGB Ch show moved there.  There is a train station just five 
minutes’ walk from the hotel, which is less than 400 yards from the 
venue	-	how	handy	is	that?	In	the	past,	Bill	and	I	have	always	taken	our	
car to the show, simply because everything we needed was already in 
the car, i.e., the dogs in their crates, our grooming box, table, the folder 
containing all my correspondence for the show itself, paperwork for 
committee meetings and judges’ subcommittee meetings, our raffle 
donations, plus my contribution to the catering, but that was not the 
case this time. 

The club was having a dinner in a separate room in the hotel on the 
Saturday night.  Fourteen of us, including Sandra Lassen and her niece, 
Tami, sat down to an excellent meal.

On Sunday, I simply walked to and from the show, which was brilliant! 

There was a lovely commemorative catalogue to mark the occasion.  
Thank You, Julie Seaton for making the cover! Thirty-three Aussies 
were entered, with a further 7 NFC entries.

Ronnie awarded BIS to 
Sue McCourt and Paul 
Eardley’s Ch Silhill Chip 
Off The Old Rock with 
Res BIS, Best Opposite 
Sex and Best Veteran 
going to Sue McCourt’s 
bitch Ch Silhill Sweet 
Pea. Best Puppy was 
Ruth Jones’ male Wyea-
fon Fiery Dancer. All 
three are reds.

After judging, everyone 
enjoyed a really lovely 
buffet provided by a 
caterer. This made a 
welcome change for 
the ATCGB committee, 
which invariably sup-
plies each show’s catering.. Felicity, Paul, and I then cut the celebratory 
cake and everyone had a glass of “bubbly.” 

As there was nothing urgent to discuss, I didn’t think it was appropri-
ate to spoil the celebrations by having committee meetings.

The one remaining event for the ATCGB in 2013 is a breed-specific 
seminar which is due to be held in the Scottish Borders on 2nd 
November. Previously, seminars for Australian Terriers have been held 
either in Staffordshire or Oxfordshire, both a long - and expensive - 
journey from Scotland and the North of England. 
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Great Western All Terrier 
Obedience and Rally Trails

June 21, 2013  Supported Entry
Highest Scoring Australian Terrier in Obedience 

Open A (189 2nd Place)

CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill  BN, GN, CD, RAE
New Companion Dog Excellent Title (CDX)

Highest Scoring Australian Terrier in Rally Advance B 
(95 1st Place)

Highest Scoring Australian Terrier in Rally Excellent B 
(87 2nd Place)

CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill  BN, GN, CD, RAE

Aussie Brags

CH  Zantoka’s Christmas Angel, RN, BN, 
receiving her CD at the Flatiron Kennel Club in 

Longmont, Colorado 6/2/2013.   
Angel is 10 years old.  

Thank you to Mr. Mullen the judge, and 
Dr. Nancy Bruington,D.D. 

Great Western Terrier Association June 23, 2013
Best in Show Brace

Ch Morongo Christhill
Ch Coachella Christhll

Owned and Bred by Kreg Hill & Bill Christensen
Handled by Kreg Hill

Judge Lydia Coleman Hutchinson

On Saturday June 22, 2013 Group 4 BraceBrags are open to 
ANYONE who subscribes 

to the Talkabout!
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Zantoka Dream Sky, RN, CD 
gets her BN at the Flatiron Kennel Club show 

under judge Mr. Mullen.  

New Rally Novice Title  7-27-13
 Tak-A Chance Song Sung Bleu  RN

 Susan Saulvester

New Barn Hunt Title

 CH Tak-A Chance Time Honored  AX,  AXJ,  RAE,  CAA
Rat Instinct (RATI)
Rat Novice (RATN)

 Susan Saulvester,  Owner

Send in Your

Brags!........
We want to know 

what you are doing 

with your Aussie!
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AKC Online Stats*

AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

MACH Merrigang Benjamin Matlock MXS MJG
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ MJB XF 
GCH CH Merrigangs Wild N Crazy Guy MX MXJ ME EE2 
Feathertop Melbourne Outbackred MX MXB MXJ MJB
Abq Kacy Christhill MX MXJ MJB OF
Tak-A-Chance Time Honored RE AX AXJ NF CAA
 

1 
2            
3 
4            
5            
6   
 

     

GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Dont Skip The Zip
GCH CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
    CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is 
GCH CH Ryba’s A Bit Risque

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

GCH CH Dunham Lake Scout Master      ** 1 Best in Show
GCH CH Temora Ri Diercc
GCH CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
GCH CH Benayr Nick Of Time
GCH CH Nellyson’s Mr Don’t Skip The Zip 
GCH CH Shastakin Flying Dust Buster
GCH CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
GCH CH P.S. Phoebe II Christhill
    CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is
GCH CH Rock Village Izabella Dinki-Di ME CAA CGC
         
      

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
 

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

 Agility MACH Competition** 
** Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s x 10) + MACH points

    Jan 1, 2013 to July 31st, 2013*
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles from April 2013 to June 2013. This listing is for ATCA ‘Owner’ Members only

                                        April 2013

CHAMPION
CH Dreamtime The Professor of Bluquo
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Sandra  Weigle & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Rita Farmer
CH Ryba’s And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Darlene Evans & Teresa Schreeder
CH Ryba’s A Hint Of Scandal
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
CH Zantoka Little Scarlett O’Hara RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
CH Zantoka New Derby
Breeder: Mary Freeman & Esther Krom
Owner: Mary Freeman
GRAND CHAMPION
CH Ryba’s A Bit Risque
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
CH Ryba’s Call Me Irresponsible
Breeder: Lisa Nance 
Owner: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
CH Ryba’s Gotham City Hero
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Michael Langham & Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
MASTER BRONZE AGILITY
Tak-A Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ OF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester
Owner: Mark McGrath
OPEN AGILITY JUMPER
CH Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN NA OAJ
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
COMPANION DOG
Christhill Azucar CD RA
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Karen Smith

                                          May 2013

CHAMPION
CH Arista Velvet, The Queen
Breeder: Pam Levy
Owner: Pam Levy
CH Christhill Coachella
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen 
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Aka Inu Cara Mia
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti & Amy Marder
Owner: Sharon Walker & Kim Occhiuti
COURSING ABILITY ADVANCED
GCH CH Shastakin Bush Ranger CAA CGC
Breeder: Esther Krom
Owner: Esther Krom

     May 2013 continued.....

COURSING ABILITY
GCh CH Redhawk Roachan’s One For The Road CA
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Ann Roache & Eva Campbell 
OPEN AGILITY
Ch Banjopats Coppertone Girl RN OA OAJ
Breeder: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
Owner: Diane Cahill & Kevin Cahill
COMPANION DOG 
Greyrock Mister Chief CD BN RN
Breeder: Barbera Curtis & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Barbera Curtis
MASTER BRONZE JUMPER
Tak-A-Chance Cole Hamels MX MXB MXJ MJB OF
Breeder: Susan Saulvester 
Owner: Mark McGrath
NOVICE AGILITY JUMPER
Tak-A-Chance Song Sung Bleu NAJ
Breeder: Susan Saulvester 
Owner: Susan Saulvester 
 

        June 2013
CHAMPION  
CH Temora American Maid 
Breeder: Julie Seaton 
Owner: Julie Seaton & Zane Smith 
CH Melukylan Ursa Major
Breeder: Kirsi Ola 
Owner: Cheryl Mechalke & Jim Mechalke 
CH Redhawk Back To The Future 
Breeder: Eva Campbell 
Owner: Angie Cross Bly
CH Ryba Contrabrand 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Theresa Schreeder 
Owner: Tami Collier 
GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Briteyes Tiger Lilly 
Breeder: Diane kroeze
Owner: Diane Kroeze
COMPANION DOG 
CH Zantoka’s Christmas Angel CD BN RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
COURSING ABILITY
GCH CH Aka Inu Cara Mia CA
Breeder: Kim Occhiuti & Amy Marder
Owner: Sharon Walker & Kim Occhiuti
BEGINNER NOVICE
Zantoka’s Dream Sky CD BN RN
Breeder: Mary Freeman
Owner: Mary Freeman
COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
CH ABQ Candelaria Christhill CDX BN GN RAE
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen & Mary Abbott
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
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2014 ATCA Calendar
Order Your Copy NOW!   

Limited Quantities

Calendars will be shipped in October.

Each month another gorgeous picture of an Aussie,  Photo Cover Contest Runner Ups and Honorable Mentions 
and pictures of loving Aussies that have passed on.   Once supply is depleted there will be no more.   Do not wait 
to order.  Make sure to include number of calendars and address to ship them to. (Include your 
email address in case of questons regarding your order.)

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING & HANDLING
    US & Canada              All Other Countries
 1 Calendar     $17.50     $22.50
 2 Calendars     $33.90     $38.50
 3 Calendars     $50.95     $55.95
 4 Calendars     $67.80     $72.80

Any questions contact:  Darlene Evans at             darlenevans@earthlink.net                  or call 510-599-5383

Send check to:  Kreg B. Hill, Treasurer ATCA, 255 N. El Cielo Rd, Suite 140-274, Palm Springs, CA  92262-6974
                    

 OR -- Purchase through the Australian Terrier Store at        www.australianterrier.org                   
OR -- Use your Paypal account and send correct amount to         atcastorekeeper@yahoo.com



“Blessed is the person who has earned the love of an old dog.”       
      ~ Sydney Jeanne Seward



The Australian Terrier 
Club of America

Dedicated to the Advancement of Quality
Purebred Australian Terriers
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