
In the home country of the Australian Terrier, ANZAC Day, April 25, 
2015 marks the centennial of the World War I Battle of Gallipoli.  AN-
ZAC Day began as a remembrance of the many Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) members who died at Gallipoli and 
continues as a remembrance of all those who have died in consequent 
wars.

 In World War I, as in other wars, we all  know the valuable service dogs 
gave as sentry dogs, scout dogs, casualty dogs, explosive dogs, ratters 
and mascot dogs.  But few people are aware that one of those dogs 
was an Australian Terrier.  However, with the publication Gallipoli Dog, 
an ANZAC Surgeon’s Diary, The True Story of an ANZAC Surgeon and 
His Little Mate, we meet Paddy, the Gallipoli Dog of the title.

The owners of Australian Terriers who are so familiar with their 
courage, sense of humor and devotion to their humans will not be 
surprised when they read this tale of Paddy, the Australian Terrier, 
doing what he was meant to do: serve as a companion and mate to his 
humans and alert them to danger. 

Paddy, soaking wet, found 
his way into the tent of 
an Australian Surgeon 
on a rainy night in 1914 
during military training 
in Victoria.  He settled 
down quickly as the 
Surgeon, Joseph Lievesley 
Beeston, accepted him 
immediately, writing that 
he would try to find out 
from whence he came in 
the morning.  No further 
knowledge about the 
dog’s origins or owner-
ship came to light.  Paddy 
and the Surgeon assumed 
charge of each other 
as companions as they 
readied to sail into the 
unknown.

When the troops disembarked for Turkey, Paddy was one of an odd 
number of dogs whose excuse for being shipped out surreptitiously 
along with humankind may have had something to do with the com-
fort dogs gave to the many horses also shipped out, headed for war. 

On the trip to Turkey and on the beaches of Gallipoli, Joseph Lievesley 
Beeston, the great-grandfather of the author, records in his diary not 
only the horrors of war but also the variety of experiences and adven-
tures of his mate, Paddy.  

Paddy is very much at home and every morning runs around to the dug-
outs greeting all the men.

Paddy can hear the gunfire before I do. He stands with one foreleg 
uplifted until he hears the scream of the shell. When he gets the direction 
from which it is coming, he runs round and round barking until the shell 
explodes

Shock rattles my bones. Will death’s steel finger point to me next? Meikle 
and Paddy come to meet me as I stagger back to our gully. Paddy jumps 
into my arms and licks my face. 

This is an easy-read diary of the Surgeon’s two years in Turkey, and 
although the readers must be prepared for the brutal conditions and 
tribulations of war we are grateful that the spirits of the troops, and 
ours, are lifted by the antics of Paddy, who shares that essential Austra-
lian Terrier gift, the ability to give joy and warmth to all the humans he 
encounters.

We thank Pat Connors for noticing the book publication in the news-
paper, passing it on to John Davidson who in turn alerted us to the 
book with its extraordinary true life adventure of none other than one 
of our own Australian Terriers.

It is a delightful piece of Aussie history on several levels.

The book, Gallipoli Dog, written by Deb Henson, Published by Deb 
Henson Books, is available for purchase at www.debbensonbooks.com

This book review was written by guest columnists, Kerrie Bryan and 
Carol Sazama. If you have a subject you would like to see addressed or 
would like to be a guest columnist, please contact me.
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