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An Aussie has found love and a forever home. It is what, as rescue 
workers, we all hope for.  To know that a bad situation has been 
turned into a good one fills everyone involved with feelings of accom-
plishment. There are many hands at work in rescue.  We are a team of 
people with one goal—to help dogs in need.

Australian Terrier Rescue, Inc., was founded several years ago and has 
since been associated with (and strongly supported by) members 
of the Australian Terrier Club of America. It is not a large group of 
people. Many have different areas they help in.  Some are able to do 
more than others, but everyone works together to find those ‘Forever 
Homes’ for the dogs that need them. 

The initial step that must be taken when an Aussie needs assistance is 
to assess the situation and make sure, first of all, that the dog is safe.  
If there is immediate danger to the dog, such as being placed in a kill 
shelter, then it must be moved immediately.  That might mean asking 
strangers to help get the dog into a safe environment, which could be 
a foster home or a boarding kennel.  A lot of shelters have assistance 
from outsiders whose goal is to move these dogs out of the shelters 
and contact the proper rescue groups, who understand the needs and 
characteristics of the breed.

There are many different reasons why people feel they need to sur-
render their Aussies. For some, life events or situations beyond their 
control force them to surrender a much-loved pet.  At the other end 
of the spectrum are those who simply decide one day that this dog 
they have had since puppyhood is too much work and responsibility.  
Either way, a dog is left behind, wondering why its people have left.  

We can get angry at the injustice of it all, or we can choose to focus 
that energy towards helping  rehome the dog.  We learn to turn our 
anger and frustration into the energy needed to help that dog get its 
life back.  And that is much more rewarding than being angry. 
One thing a rescue worker must realize is that there may be some 
Aussies that cannot be saved, no matter how much our hearts may 
break over them. Thankfully, those are few and far between, but each 
time it happens, we must remember instead that there will be many 
others that we can help. 

When the Aussie is safe and has found a forever home, there is no 
greater joy.  We have saved a life.  There may not always be gratitude, 
recognition, or thanks from others when this happens, but we know 
that we have changed a dog’s life and that of its adoptive family.

Rescue is not about anything but the dogs.  There is no ulterior motive, 
no fame, and no fortune. If you have not assisted in a rescue, now is the 
time.  Get your hands dirty, get your heart involved, and wear the title 
of “RESCUE VOLUNTEER” proudly.

Please visit the Australian Terrier Rescue website at: 
www.australianterrierrescue.org or friend us on Facebook!
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About the AKC Breed Columns:
       The Breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC Gazette. Each columnist is appointed by a breed’s  national 
parent  club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, judges, and the public  about the breed’s 
history, function, and possible health issues. A national parent club is comprised of dedicated breeders and fanciers, and it 
represents many years of collective experience in the breed. Columnists are asked  to write about topics of interest to the fancy 
in general as well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed.
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- by Guest Editors Darlene Evans & Julie Seaton

Mark & Gwen and their 4 adopted rescue Australian Terriers
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