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the talkabout

Where does the summer go!  As I write this, September is already underway – on 
its downhill slope to the end of the year.  Our dues renewals process came and 
went with about 183 members fully paid for the current fiscal year.  Our annual 
meetings and the 2009 National Specialty in May were successful, fun and well 
attended.  The several individuals from various states who attended some of the 
sessions just because they like the breed and/or are thinking of adding an Austra-
lian Terrier to their own households made these events most satisfying.  On many 
fronts, interest in the breed is alive and well.  These are difficult times in America 
and in the dog fancy, but the Aussie Terrier is still one of the most desired and 
beloved of household companions.

The Board completed its first day-long Retreat on September 3 in Denver, Colorado.  
The objective was to develop an action plan based on the results of the SWOT 
Survey of the Board completed before the Annual Meetings in May.   “SWOT” 
comes from Strengths-Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats.   Kevin Hagen of Stan-
ley Weinstein Consulting, Albuquerque, served as the Facilitator.  The consensus 
was that he was most effective in directing the discussion after studying our SWOT 
results beforehand.  His experience in the work of boards of fine arts non-profit 
organizations, and fund raising in particular, suited our organization well.  

The focus of the Retreat was primarily on administrative aspects of our parent 
breed club.  The specifics of our recommendations will be surfacing on the ATCA 
website soon and will be referred to the full Board  in the coming weeks.  Seven 
of the thirteen voting ATCA Board members participated in the Retreat. I wish to 
thank all those who participated, at their own expense, and I know that we would 
have had full Board attendance, were it not for the exigencies of life that prevented 
some from attending.   

As we anticipate the report of the Nominating Committee in September, I want to 
share with you a decision I made that will affect the operation of the Club going 
forward.  As many of you know I concluded a term of 4 years as President of ATCA 
approximately 10 years ago, after serving on many committees and club activities,   
in various offices and as a director, both before and after service as president.  
I accepted nomination as President again for the year 2009 at a time when the 
incumbent president had decided not to seek another term.  It appeared this year 
would be a year of transition on several levels.  

To that end I have worked extremely hard this year as a member of the current 
Board, as well as in the months leading up to this current club year, to address 
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trends toward some changes in how we manage the business 
of the Club in the future.   The Board has taken giant steps 
in that direction since January.  

For personal reasons, however, I advised the Nominating 
Committee Chairman that I would NOT seek nomination 
for another year as President.  Thus, there will be a change 
in that office for 2010.  I am confident that opportunities for 
others to step up to the plate will make continued good work 
possible, just as the hard work of the current Board has made 
this a productive year.  I look forward to remaining  engaged 
in the work of ATCA in new ways, and I hope that all of you 
will join us. 

atca has purchased commemorative medallions to be 
awarded at the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship, 
December 12 & 13, 2009, in Long Beach, California.  This 
year, AKC will also be celebrating their 125th anniversary and 
it will be a traditional all-breed show with all classes offered.  
The five special conformation medallions will be presented in 
our name to the Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, Best of Breed, 
Best of Opposite Sex, and Best Bred-by-Exhibitor Australian 
Terrier.   ATCA has purchased two additional medallions to 
be presented to the top scoring Aussie in Obedience and 
Agility.  

aKc sent a request to Member clubs requesting votes on 
this year’s annual AKC Lifetime Achievement Awards.  The 
nominees are:  

conformation:  Sandra Goose Allen, Jean Fournier, 
& Helen Lee James
companion events:  Sharon Anderson, Shirley 
Indelicato, & Jill Jones
Performance:  Jo Ann Frier-Murza, Jacqueline 
Mertens, & Wayne Price

If any ATCA members would like to vote, please email 
your votes to me @ ssyates@hotmail.com using the 
Subject: AKC Lifetime Achievement Awards or P. O. 
Box 2503, Bartlesville, OK 74005.  Our results must 
be sent by September 14, 2009.  I will tally them and 
report the results to AKC and in the next Talkabout.
  

The American Sealyham Terrier Club will be hosting an all-
terrier eye clinic on friday, october 2, 2009 from 5 -7 PM 
at the Inn at Towamencin/Great Western, Kulpsville, PA.  More 
information on this eye clinic can be found at http://clubs.akc.

org/sealy.  This is Montgomery County weekend.  

atca received a letter from handler santiago Pinto apolo-
gizing for his actions in the ring at the National Specialty in 
Virginia.  

atca received a nice thank you card from Mary ann 
Mullen, our Rally Judge at the National Specialty in Virginia.  
She complimented the dogs she judged as “very smart and 
capable.  Each one that came into the ring was very prepared 
and they loved working with their owners.  The teams excelled 
in performing each sign.”  

national earthdog Day trials will be held on Monday, Octo-
ber 5th, at Village Green Farm Earthdog Center in Crosswick, 
NJ.  Contact Rhonda Toren, 410-997-3698 or email earth-
dog@clantyre.net.  

Questions were fielded from outside the Club regarding 
Aussie temperament, training, grooming tips, and how to 
identify an Aussie from the Silky and Yorkie.  

five new membership applications are being 
processed:      

  Tere Cruz, CA  Sponsors:  Eve Steele & Katherine  
    Vega 
   Mary Midkiff, KT Sponsors:  Sue Holsinger and Ann  
    Roache
   Tom Aronson, KT Sponsors:  Sue Holsinger and Ann  
    Roache
   Theresa Goiffon, WI Sponsors:  Pamela Levy and   
    Marge Reignier
   Patricia Maynard, CO Sponsors: Kerrie Bryan and Mary  
    Mead

note:  ATCA Members have 30 days from the publication 
of this edition of Talkabout to ask questions and/or make 
comments regarding membership applicants.  Please send 
inquiries to the Corresponding Secretary.  After that time, the 
Board will vote on the applicant.  

Flirt at the beach enjoying the end of summer -- Angie Bly
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Membership Updates

This report will be a bit long as two delegate meetings have 
occurred.

I did not attend the June 9, AKC Delegate Meeting in Raleigh, 
NC.  The entire content of the delegate meeting is available 
at:

 www.akc.org/pdfs/about/delegates_meeting/june09.pdf

The primary points of this meeting were the reading of two 
amendments. The most substantial regarding a group realign-
ment amendment which essentially created a Northern Group 
and split the Sporting Group into two groups, Pointers and Set-
ters and Retrievers and Spaniels, split the Hound Group into 
Sight and Scent and renamed the Non-sporting Group to the 
Companion Group.  The other amendment was to allow clubs 
the ability to further split the 12-18 month class into 12-15 and 
12-18.  Another item presented was the AKC Registration 
Pledge Challenge presented by Ms.Patty Van Sicklen.  The 
entire contents of her presentation are listed below:

Ms. Van Sicklen:
I would like to introduce the AKC Registration Pledge Chal-
lenge. This is a pilot program for Member Clubs and it calls 
on you, the leadership of AKC Member Clubs, to issue a call 
to action to your members. Member Clubs include many of 
our most involved, best informed, and most influential fanci-
ers. We ask every member of every Member Club to take a 

pledge:
“as a responsible owner of purebred dogs, i pledge:
i will encourage, assist and follow up with my puppy 
buyers to ensure that 100% of the puppies i produce 
are aKc registered.”

It’s simple, it’s direct, and it’s achievable. We hope that your 
club members will embrace the Pledge and rally to this call to 
action. Because dog people enjoy competition, we’ve added 
a contest.  In Round 1, Member Clubs with the highest per-
centage of members who sign the Pledge will be honored at 
the December Delegate Meeting. In Round 2, Member Clubs 
with the highest percentage of dog registrations, either full 
or limited, from among litters born June 1 through December 
31 will be honored and awarded $1,000 at the June 2010 
Delegate Meeting. We are relying on you to make this work 
by using your club’s communication channels to take the 
Pledge to your members. Shortly after this meeting, we will 
launch emails to presidents, vice presidents, corresponding 
secretaries and delegates of Member Clubs with a web link 
to go online and accept the Registration Pledge Challenge 
on behalf of your Member Club. Club opt-in will be available 
through July 31. As part of the club opt-in process, you will 
need to provide the number of individual members of your 
club. This is individual members, not households. When the 
club is signed up, your next step is to encourage every club 
member to go online and individually accept the Pledge. The 
online Pledge will be available to your members on August 
1st. To assist you in communicating the call to action, there 
are links to a flyer and to newsletter inserts that you can use 
to promote the Registration Pledge Challenge among your 
members. Starting August 1, your individual club members 
can go online to take the Pledge. We hope most people will 
take the Pledge online because that is more efficient and cost 
effective for us to administer. But if any of your members do 
not have Internet access, there will be downloadable paper 
Pledge forms that they can send in.  Your members have until 
November 30 to take the Pledge. This allows time for your 
club to promote the Pledge through your newsletter, web site, 
email groups, and other club communication channels. And 
the message should be two-fold: encourage your members 
to sign the Pledge and to make sure all puppies become 
registered. You may hear the question, “Why should I take 
the Pledge if I’m not actively breeding dogs?” The answer 
is, as members of Member Clubs, we are the “dog people” 
in our communities. We need everyone to carry forward 
a message about the importance of AKC registration and 
responsible dog care. The contest will include four competi-
tion categories. Please remember that this pilot program is 
for Member Clubs. Awards will be available to large Parent 
Clubs, small Parent Clubs, large Member Clubs other than 
Parent Clubs, and small Member Clubs other than Parent 
Clubs At the December Delegate Meeting, the clubs with the 
highest percentage of members who accepted the Pledge 
in Round 1 will be honored and presented certificates. So to 
recap, in Round 1 a club officer or delegate goes online to 
opt-in on behalf of the club, and then starting August 1, your 
club members can go online and take the Pledge. In Round 

AKC Delegate 
Update

Kim Occhiuti

Eve Steele  es@evesteele.com
Amy Marder  amarder@arlboston.org

Please send your updated email addresses to 

 darlenevans@earthlink.net

That ensures that you will receive all electronic no-
tices from ATCA.
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2, we will track the percentage of registrations completed 
by your club members who took the Pledge. We will look at 
litters born between June 1 and December 31 of this year. 
Your members will have until April 30, 2010 to get the dog 
registrations completed. The Round 2 winning clubs will be 
those clubs with the highest based percentage of dog regis-
trations. The winning clubs will receive $1,000. The reserve 
winning clubs will receive $250. Based on the participation 
and response to this pilot program, we may then extend the 
Registration Pledge Challenge to licensed clubs and other 
AKC fanciers. And please remember, the contest is the fun 
part. The focus of this pilot program is education and out-
reach, and to keep this goal top of mind: to get every eligible 
puppy AKC registered. Look for an email that with links to 
the web site and program details. Thank you.

At this point we as a club have opted in and we encourage 
each member to take the challenge by following this link:

www.akc.org/regpledge/

I did attend the September 15 meeting in Newark, NJ and it 
was quite the spectacle.  There was a lot of tension and con-
troversy over the group realignment that eventually ended 
pretty tamely.  It was pretty apparent the day before the del-
egate meeting during the committee meetings that the group 
realignment proposal was not going to pass.  In fact, our club 
was to vote against the proposed amendment.  At the Par-
ent Club committee meeting, three letters from parent clubs 
affected by the Northern group were read. They were the 
Swedish Vallhund, Samoyed and Siberian Husky.  All three 
were opposed to moving, the Vallhund wished to remain in 
the Herding group and the other breeds wished to remain 
as working dogs.  These clubs were given the opportunity 
to respond initially to the change, but the time given was far 
too short for a parent club to poll its national membership, 
therefore the club responses were received too late.  As a 
result, the amendment was presented prematurely to the 
delegate body.  AKC seeing the error of its ways referred 
the motion back to be voted on at the March 2010 meeting.  
The motion will only be re-read at the December meeting if 
there is more than a minor change in scope.  At this point I 
will be instructed by our board on our club vote.

The amendment to enable clubs to split the 12-18 month 
class into 12-15 and 15-18 was passed.  Delegate Stand-
ing Committee members were also voted on. The Parent 
Club Committee vacancies were all filled by incumbent 
members:  Pat Laurans, Peter Piusz, Karen Mays and Ricky 
Blackman.

A rather interesting initiative was discussed at the committee 
meetings and delegate forum and was read as a proposed 
amendment to Dog Show Rules.  It will allow for the award-
ing of Grand Championship points to BOB and BOS and to 
Select Dog and Select Bitch.  Essentially Champion only 
dogs will receive points toward a Grand Championship for 
dogs defeated if they are selected for any of the above.  The 

rules are a bit complicated and below is an excerpt from an 
AKC communication I received. 

This Grand Champion concept proposal parallels and is an 
extension of the traditional system to earn an AKC Cham-
pionship title on a dog.  It is simple, similar in format to that 
used to finish a dog, and, because it focuses exclusively on 
competition at the breed level, it will add minimal time to the 
current judging process.

While the “Grand Champion” concept does require a rule 
change, it would add a new dimension that offers exhibitors 
enhanced participation for an additional conformation venue 
to compete in at this time. The “Grand Champion” title bar is 
set higher, but not out of reach for the average exhibitor to 
obtain in a reasonable time period. This concept provides the 
Best of Breed, the Best of Opposite Sex and Select Winners 
the ability to accumulate “Grand Champion” points.

All Breed, Limited Breed, and Specialty Clubs, Superinten-
dents and AKC will realize additional revenues due to the 
increase in entries while exhibitors participate with one entry 
fee for both Best of Breed and “Grand Champion” title competi-
tions. This concept should not only provide revenue increases, 
but insert new excitement and quality of achievement. The 
fancy will be able to participate in a new venue with realistic 
expectations that are obtainable.  

In summary, the Grand Champion Program’s attributes in-
clude:

Keeping people competing beyond the champi-o 
onship level and recognizing dogs of quality in 
breed competition

An opportunity for additional recognition without o 
having to campaign and advertise heavily

Keeping the people coming back to shows to o 
enjoy the sport and people in it and the cama-
raderie offered

Increasing the emphasis of the breed – it high-o 
lights breed competition

Increasing entries for clubso 

The highlights of the program are as follows:

All Champions of record that are eligible to be •	
entered in Best of Breed competition, are automati-
cally entered in competition for points toward the 
“Grand Champion” title when they are entered in 
the Best of Breed class at a dog show. There are 
no additional entry fees or cost to exhibitors for 
participation in this competition at AKC events. 
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Dogs and bitches that have earned their Cham-•	
pionship and are moved up to the Best of Breed 
class would be eligible to compete on the day.

All eligible exhibits entered in the Best of Breed •	
class will compete and judging will be concurrent 
with traditional Best of Breed judging.

Best of Breed, Best of Opposite Sex, Select Dog •	
and Select Bitch can earn “Grand Champion”                 
points at AKC All Breed, Limited Breed or Spe-
cialty events.

The judge will award Best of Breed, Best of Win-•	
ners, Best of Opposite Sex, Select Dog and Select 
Bitch. Judges may withhold any awards at their 
discretion.

For eligible Champions, the Best of Breed (BOB), •	
Best of Opposite Sex (BOS), Select Dog (SD) 
and Select Bitch (SB) winners can acquire points 
toward the “Grand Champion” title. A maximum 
of four dogs may be awarded “Grand Champion-
ship” points.

Best of Breed winner will receive the highest •	
number of “Grand Champion” points available re-
gardless of sex. Best of Breed “Grand Champion” 
points are based on the total number of dogs and 
bitches competing in the breed or variety using the 
point schedule for the individual dog’s sex.  

Best of Opposite Sex winner will receive Grand •	
Championship points based on the total number 
of dogs defeated of the same sex. The Select Dog 
and Select Bitch will receive points based on the 
total numbers of dogs defeated of the same sex.  
Best of Breed or the Best of Opposite Sex will not 
be included in this computation.

Best of Opposite Sex point computations may be •	
equal to the Best of Breed winner but in no case 
will they exceed “Grand Championship” points 
awarded to Best of Breed. 

Best of Breed winner will receive the highest •	
number of “Grand Champion” points available re-
gardless of sex. Best of Breed “Grand Champion” 
points are based on the total number of dogs and 
bitches competing in the breed or variety using the 
point schedule for the individual dog’s sex.  

Best of Opposite Sex winner will receive Grand •	
Championship points based on the total number 
of dogs defeated of the same sex. The Select Dog 
and Select Bitch will receive points based on the 
total numbers of dogs defeated of the same sex.  
Best of Breed or the Best of Opposite Sex will not 
be included in this computation. 

The existing schedule of points and divisions will •	
be used to calculate “Grand Champion” points.  
“Grand Championship” points will be awarded 
based on the number of eligible entries exhibited. 
All class exhibits and champions in breed or vari-

ety competition present will be counted to compute 
“Grand Champion” points.

“Grand Championship” entries will not affect the •	
annual computation schedule of points assigned 
to each Points Division. 

The existing schedule of points and divisions will •	
be used to calculate “Grand Champion” points.  
“Grand Championship” points will be awarded 
based on the number of eligible entries exhibited. 
All class exhibits and champions in breed or variety 
competition present will be counted to compute 
“Grand Champion” points.

“Grand Championship” entries will not affect the •	
annual computation schedule of points assigned 
to each Points Division. 

Once an eligible dog or bitch has accumulated •	
25 “Grand Champion” points with three majors 
under three different judges and at least one 
point under a fourth judge, it may be designated 
“Grand Champion” and receive an AKC enhanced 
certificate indicating they have completed the 
necessary requirements for the title.

“Grand Champion” title holders will continue •	
to accumulate points towards a future “Grand 
Champion point system after completion of title 
(Top 25, 50 or 100 by Breed, and Group).

Any dog who completes its Grand Champion title •	
will receive an invitation to the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship.

Winners Dog, Winners Bitch, Best of Winners, •	
or non-regular class winners, are not eligible to 
compete for “Grand Champion” points. 

There will be no “Grand Champion” points awarded •	
when all competing Champions of Record or 
move-up dogs are defeated by a class dog or bitch 
receiving the Best of Breed award.

If the Best of Opposite Sex winner is the Winners •	
Dog or The Winners Bitch, neither the Best of Op-
posite Sex nor the Select award for that sex will be 
eligible for “Grand Champion” awards.

Any exhibits found to be ineligible for “Grand •	
Champion” points would have those points disal-
lowed administratively by the AKC.  If Best of Breed 
is found to be ineligible, all Grand Champion points 
awarded will be administratively disallowed for Best 
of Opposite Sex, Select Dog and Select Bitch.

Another very important item presented to the delegate body 
was a video produced by newly elected Board member Alan 
Kalter.  It essentially was an ad to donate to AKC’s Political 
Action Committee (PAC), but it was so touching and invoked 
in all present a passion to protect our breeds and our rights 
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as breeders through donating to this worthy cause.  I wish all 
could see this, but due to copyright laws it cannot be distrib-
uted as it stands.  I understand that AKC wishes to develop a 
similar ad for distribution.  In the meantime, I really urge you 
all to go to www.akc.pac or call (919) 816-3720 to get more 
info and hopefully to donate.  It is my understanding that the 
delegate body that day alone donated more than $11,000 dol-
lars.  The AKC PAC can only take donations from individuals 
and the money is used to support legislators through financial 
donations.  Of course, only legislators that share our commit-
ment for the true rights for animal welfare will be supported.

As always , please feel free to contact me with any questions 
or concerns, kim.occhiuti@state.ma.us (508)259-4502.

OMMISSION ON RESULTS 
OF 2009 AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to Margaret Regina Dasha Paprika who was 
entered in Rally Excellent A and finished in second place.  
Her owner, Sharon Grib, was awarded the "High in Rally" 
plate at the ATCA National banquet.

Such an achievement is something to be very proud of.

Darlene Evans

Australian Terrier 
Column
May 2009 Issue

Grace Cartwright
Description of an Aussie… Temperament, Physical 

Characteristics, and Health.

I recently asked the question “What are the top five charac-
teristics that come to mind when you describe the Australian 
Terrier?” to the Australian Terrier Club of America e-mail 
mailing list. Only five responses of physical characteristics 
were received. These physical characteristics included: “soft 
topknot of longer, lighter hair”, “prominent ruff and apron”, 
“rather small dark eye”, “the head is the most unique feature, 
long strong muzzle, not snipey”, “well set prick ears” and 
“body slightly longer than tall with distinct keel and rear shelf”. 
While few in number, they do describe the overall silhouette 
of the Aussie and were among the anticipated responses to 
the question.
The overwhelming number of responses, however, didn’t talk 
about the physical characteristics, but instead concentrated on 
temperament. These responses included: “The heart of a lion, 
the soul of a mischievous elf, and the eyes... the eyes are the 
windows to aptitude and sincerity”; “A happy ‘everyday’s my 

birthday’ attitude and a great work ethic, loyal and steadfast”; 
“Unstoppable curiosity, attachment to their companions, crazy 
need to hunt and kill ALL vermin, be they birds, cats, voles,
moles, snakes or anything else that is in their yard that 
doesn’t belong, other than people, of course”; “Ingenious, 
self important, companionship in every endeavor whether 
hiking, showing or vegging out”; and “Extremely affectionate, 
companionable, intelligent, talkative but not yappy, funny, avid 
travelers, little shed, great spirit and courageous, self-assured. 
Their main objective in life is to be with their loved ones. Mine 
follow me every step around the house!”

The Breed Standard calls for the temperament to be “spirited, 
alert, courageous, and self-confident, with the natural ag-
gressiveness of a ratter and hedge hunter; as a companion, 
friendly and affectionate”. The Illustrated Standard adds “Like 
most terrier breeds, the Aussie is extremely intelligent but 
without typical terrier independence and stubbornness. His 
willingness to please makes him easier to train for obedience 
than many other terrier breeds.” From the sheer number of re-
sponses singing praises about their Aussie’s temperament, it 
would seem that the breeders of these Aussies are meeting
their objective to breed dogs that meet the standard. These 
breeders should be proud of their accomplishment in produc-
ing animals that are a joy to live with. Considering that the 
majority of Aussie owners acquire them for family pets, the 
temperament should be a major consideration when breeding, 
and it looks like our breeders are doing a fine job!

Nonetheless, our breeders should keep in mind that tempera-
ment, while very important, is only one side of the total Aussie 
triangle. The second side of the triangle is the external physical 
characteristics. Are they recognizable as Aussies as they walk 
down the street? Would Joe Public who has been introduced 
to one Aussie be able to pick another Aussie out of the crowd? 
The third side of the triangle is its health. Health is as equally 
important as temperament and physical characteristics. With-
out good health, the most beautiful, fun loving Aussie doesn’t 
have a fair chance to live to its full potential. 

In future articles I plan to explore the other two sides of the 
Aussie triangle. It looks like the side of temperament is in good 
shape. I want to thank all those who responded to my question 
and look forward to hearing from you in the future. As always, 
any comments and suggestions are appreciated.

Rocky having a summer romp - Pamela Levy
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Recording Secretary

Debby Sharp

The ATCA Board voted and passed a ballot template for 
casting and reporting e-ballots.  The Board also approved 
a letter which was sent to the AVMA regarding tail docking.  
Other parent clubs did the same as well as supporting ear-
cropping in those breeds that do so.

The Board approved the following for the Nominating Com-
mittee:

Michelle Bell, Chair, Angie Bly, Kathleen Huebing and      
Darlene Evans and Carol Jablonowski as alternates.

All clubs which plan to apply for supported entries in 2010, 
please make every effort to do so by November 1, 2009.  
Send the dates, the name of the show and who the liaison 
will be.  Also please state whether your last show drew a ma-
jor in one/both sexes.  Your cooperation will make it possible 
for the Board to pass these requests in a timely and orderly 
fashion.  Send applications to Debby Sharp.

The ATCA Board approved Darlene Evans appointment to 
the Australian Terrier Rescue Board.

The first ATCA Board Retreat, per the Minutes of the Annual 
Meetings in May,  was held September 3, 2009 in Denver CO, 
with 7 of the 13 Board members in attendance.  

Kevin Hagen, CFRE, of Albuquerque, was hired as the Retreat 
Facilitator.  He led the group through several exercises de-
signed to help create a vision for ATCA. The SWOT survey 
results, available on the ATCA website, were the basis for the 
agenda and discussion.   Kevin has worked with the boards 
of many fine arts organizations in various capacities, and he 
can now add an AKC Parent Breed Dog Club to his experi-
ence!    He was perceived by those attending to be a “quick 
study” with a new type of organization such as ours, and a 
valuable continuing resource for administrative and financial 
issues associated with the work of the ATCA.

The retreat goals were:
1. Achieve a unified understanding of ATCA’s mission   
 and vision for the future.
2. Increase a sense of teamwork.
3. Evaluate board roles and work processes and identify  
 opportunities for improvement
4. Identify feasible goals that will make a difference for  
 the Club.

5. Explore fundraising principles and practices.
6. Have fun

 
Your Board members in attendance were:
Carol Sazama, Sue Holsinger, Grace Cartwright, Pamela 
Levy, Kreg Hill, Ann Roache, and Sue Bachman, who shared 
her birthday with us on the day.

ATCA Board Retreat

l-r - Kreg Hill, Sue Bachman, Sue Holsinger, Grace 
Cartwright, Carol Sazama, Anne Roache, Pamela Levy

Pamela Levy
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Love Australian Terriers? 
Celebrate Them Every Day With This Calendar! 

 

 

                                                                                    © 2009 Tim Walker  
Australian Terriers are Loyal, Loving, Curious, Smart, Mischievous, Amazing 
Companions!  Show your support for the fine work that the Australian 
Terrier Club of America performs for this remarkable breed and receive our 
beautiful and practical 2010 ATCA Calendar.  This celebration of the 
wonderful Australian Terrier is available for just $14.95 each plus shipping.  
The ATCA calendar also makes the perfect gift!  Make your check payable in 
U.S. funds to the ATCA and mail along with your completed order form to D. 
Suter, 20 Valleyview Road, Bellingham, MA, 02019.  Thank you! 
 

Yes!  I love Australian Terriers and I must have the 2010 ATCA Calendar! 
Name 
Street 
City
State                                Zip                                  Country 
Email address (in case of questions about  your order) 

Nbr of Calendars x $14.95 = $
Shipping/Handling  
First Class/Priority Rates for Shipping within the U.S.:
     1 calendar      – shipping is $2.15  
     2 calendars    – shipping is $3.25 
     3-5 calendars – shipping is $5.25 
First Class International Shipping to Canada:
     1 calendar   – shipping is $2.85  
     2 calendars – shipping is $4.25 
     3 calendars – shipping is $5.95 

$   

***If shipping outside the U.S. or Canada, or if shipping more calendars 
than shown, please email calendar@australianterrier.org for rates.
Total Amount Enclosed: $

Thank you for supporting the Australian Terrier Club of America! 
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Congratulations to Nelson and Tim Walker
Winner of the 2010 ATCA Calendar Cover Contest!

“Tug-of-War”

Tyson, Aka Inu Tyson Walker, and Ben, Firewalker’s Ben 
Walker, are two happy members of the Walker pack.  Ben, 
at just 8 months old, is the ultimate instigator.  He loves to 
play with every toy at his disposal and tries to involve every 
potential playmates.  Tyson, who is 9 years old, is a bit 
more reserved and prefers to let the action find him.  The 
combination makes for an occasional wrestle in the yard 
or challenging game of tug-of-war.  When push comes to 
shove - or pull comes to tug – Tyson shows his competi-
tive spirit and utilizes his extra muscle to take control of the 
Frisbee.  Their games and antics make for great entertain-
ment and light up the house with amazing energy.

Tim Walker took this winning photograph of Nelson’s Auss-
ies in their fierce tug-of-war. 

2010 ATCA Calendar Cover Contest Runners-Up

First Runner-up – Terry Baum and Marion Robus

“Rainy Day Dogs” 

Second Runner-Up – Micki O’Connell

“Time to Come Home”

Seadog's Red Hot Pursuit (Saucey) calls her pups home 
and they can’t wait to get back.  Micki O’Connell shot this 
cute picture of three playful Aussie puppies listening to their 
mom.  Saucey and her pups are owned by Gloria Perkins 
and Riley Knowls. 

2009 Tim Walker

2009 Marion Robus

2009 Micki O'Connell

Third Runner-Up -  Cindy Brennan

Marion Robus captured Shannon, Lizzie and Auggie peer-
ing through the door on a rainy afternoon.  Shannon is 
owned by Jane Voeste, Lizzie is owned by Terry Baum, and 
Auggie is owned by Marion Robus.  This photograph shows 
the focus of Aussies who are intent on coming back into the 
house.   

“Marley in the Maples”

Marley’s attention is on something nearby, but it’s not 
enough to move him from his comfortable resting place 
among the Maples.  Cindy Brennan captured all the col-
ors of fall and of a red Aussie in this delightful photograph.  
Marley is owned by Rowean and Cindy Brennan.  
 

2009 Cindy Brennan
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Honorable Mention - Darlene Evans

“Cooling Off at Cape Henry”

Ch Ryba's Beat The Odds glimpses over a dune on a sum-
mer day.   Darlene Evans had her camera ready and shot 
this beautifully composed picture of an Aussie exploring the 
beach.  Bugs is owned by Thalia Rott.

Honorable Mention – Marsha Gray

“Resting in the Sun” 

Vinnie, Aka Inu Shogun, has found a superbly comfortable 
spot to enjoy the sun on a summer’s afternoon.  Vinnie’s 
gaze is peaceful yet attentive as he watches events near-
by.  Marsha Gray took this inviting photograph of Vinnie, 
who is also owned by Marsha and John Gray.

Honorable Mention – Lynn Landon and Ed Hahn

“The Chase is On”

The spirit and enthusiasm of an Aussie are so evident 
when they are after something, as is shown in this excit-
ing photograph.  Otis and Tillie are hot on the trail and Ed 
Hahn caught the action as they ran through the field.  Otis 
and Tillie are owned by Lynn Landon; Otis was bred by 
Gertrude Reida and Tillie was bred by Kim Occhiuti. 

Honorable Mention – Chris Tuthill and Tracy Vicario

Winston just loves to run on the beach and here, Tracy 
Vicario has caught him running through the water’s edge 
at full speed!  Winston was bred by Darlene Evans and is 
owned by Greg Timmel and Tracy Vicario.  

2009 Darlene  Evans

2009 Marsha Gray

2009 Ed Hahn

2009 Tracy Vicario
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CH Redwing Its All About Me, TD, AX, GAJ, NAP, NJP   
 Heather Rife 

Selendia Joint Venture, CD, RA, MX, MXJ, NF Sally Dunn 

CH Dreamtimeputnontheritznstyle, RN, Therapy Dog 
 Marilyn Harban and Scott Anderson 

CH Dreamtime's Little Channer, RN, Therapy Dog 
 Marilyn Y. Harban 

2008 Versatility Excellent 
Awards 

CH Ridgepark Crowned in Glory, CDX, RAE Jane Tenor   
 and Mary Wicker 

CH Tak-A Chance The Full Quid, RE, NA, NAJ, SE Susan  
 Saulvester

2008 VERSATILITY AWARDS

“Lettie”  in season,  just arrived safely in Denver to meet her 
new Beau, “Stoli”. This is a  new Pet only Airline (PetAirWays) 
that just started a week ago. This was a new experience for 
me, as I have always shipped commercial airlines, but that 
has always been very scary for me as you never know if 
they got on the right flight!  The plus  today was  you could 

watch everything and know your dog got on the right flight, 
being they fly out of smaller airports. You may have seen 
the new commercials recently on TV and write-ups in the 
newspapers.

 I got this photo (on my camera phone) just before they left the 

Pet Lounge area (all dogs loaded) at Hawthorne Airport.  The 
plane was located just a few feet from the Lounge, so I was 
able to watch all dogs & cats loaded.   There were 25 dogs on 
this flight and 5 cats!  Would you believe? Many of the dogs 
go on to Chicago, New York & Wash DC.  Im glad Lettie got 
off at the first stop in Denver!   

The plane was a Beech 1900 Turbo-prop. It holds 19 people 
(now converted and holds up to 50 dogs), of course depending 
on the size of their “pawsengers”, as they call them. 

Very interesting day, as I stayed to watch the take off  right in 
front to me!  Flight time from LA to Denver was 3 1/2 hours. 
Not to bad, since a commercial flight (2 1/2 hrs) would have 
been so much more stressful for both of us! 

PET ONLY AIRLINE

Joan Valdez 
Valmar Weimaraners

Below are winners from the Australian Terrier Club of Colo-
rado which was held in conjuction with Rocky Mountain All 
Terrier Club Show.  The Aussie entry was 7-8-5-3.  Total en-
try in the terrier show was 290.

Friday Sept. 4, 2009  BOB and group 4 Ch. Bluemoon Call 
Me Irresistible, ( Randy) Jeanne Popovits, 

BOS,BOW,WB Ryba's Licensed to Shop at Redsky,(Fendi) 
Elaine Strid to Finish her championship.  

WD, Roachan's Cause for Applause at Redwing, (Cash)  Sue 
Holsinger, Ann & Gayle Roache to finish his championship.

Reserve winners Bitch was Roachan's Live & Let Fly at Red-
sky,  (Fergie)Elaine Strid. 

Reserve  Winners Dog Nellyson's Mr. Don't Skip the Zip, 
(Zippy) Cheryl & Jim Mechalke

Puppy Sweepstakes
Best in Sweeps and  Group 1 and BEST IN SHOW PUPPY 
SWEEPSTAKES  (entry of 45 terriers) Ryba's Licensed to 
Shop At Redsky,  Elaine Strid.  

BOS in Sweeps was Araluen's Wishing Upon a Star, Lor-
raine & Arnold Marshall, Cheryl & Jim Mechelke 

Saturday, Sept 5,  BOB & Group 4 Ch. Bluemoon Call Me 
Irresistible. 

BOS Ch. Ryba's Licensed to Shop at Redsky,   

WD Nellyson's Mr. Don't Skip the Zip. 

Australian Terrier Club 
of Colorado

Ann Roache Show Chairman. 
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WB Roachan's Live & Let Fly at Redsky.
 
Sunday, Sept 6,  BOB Ch. Bluemoon Call Me Irresistible.

WB & BOS Roachan's Live & Let Fly at Redsky (Finished 
her championship )  

WD Ryba's Nothing But Blue Skies. (Indy finished his cham-
pionship)

Ch. Bluemoon Call Me Irresistible, ( Randy) 
Jeanne Popovits

If you're going to Montgomery, why not stay over and join in 
the National Earthdog Trials, Monday, October 5th at Village 
Green Farm Earthdog Center in Crosswicks, NJ.

This year's trial is sponsored by the United States Lakeland 
Terrier Club, Inc.

Premium lists may be obtained from our trial secretary:  
Rhonda Toren, Phone 410-997-3698.  E-mail - earthdog@
clantyre.net and website www.clantyre.net  Pre-entries close 
6pm, Sept 23, 2009 at Secretary's address.  Gate entries 
for intro to quarry will be accepted until 9 am the day of the 
test.

Marta Force of threebordersarewee will have on hand Earth-
dog Design hooded and crew neck sweatshirts, long and 
short sleeved T-shirts-- all in a design that matches the col-
lars, leads and hunting leads.  A portion of each sale will go 
to Border Terrier Rescue.

Judges for the trials are:

Susan Thurlow (Nisswa, MN) Intro to Quarry
Sharon V. Yon (Melsa, VA) Junior Earthdog
Brenda D. Weintraub (Millboro, VA) Senior Earthdog
M.A. Klein (Mitchellville, IA) Master Earthdog

ATTENTION ALL EARTHDOGGERS!

Are you ready for a fun Banquet at Rapid City in 2010?
Loads of SURPISES
Loads of door PRIZES.
A NEW format Awards presentation including a brief slide 
presentation of winners and achievements.

Best of all: THAT WAS THEN- THIS IS NOW    
DVD  will be the dinner favor.

THIS DVD WILL HAVE PHOTOS OF MEMBERS at PAST 
Nationals AND a photo and FUN questionnaire of all PRES-
ENT members

Kerrie Bryan will be contacting EVERY ATCA member dur-
ing the next few weeks. She will be sending out a FUN ques-
tionnaire (will take only a few minutes to complete) to every 
ATCA member and will also be asking members to send in a 
photo or two from past Nationals.

Rapid City National 
Banquet Flavors

Kerrie Bryan
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notes from the finnish australian terrier club, Winter 
show held in feb. of 2009.

As a member of Finnish Australian Terrier Club (FATC), I was 
very fortunate to be in Finland when the FATC held their club’s 
Winter Show.  It is somewhat like a B-Match here, but with 
only Australian Terriers being shown by FATC members.  The 
Winter Show is club social event, as many there own pure 
breed dogs but for one reason or another, their owner’s have 
no interest in showing their pet.  This show brings together 
the Australian Terrier Club members for a fun time and gives 
them an opportunity to socialize with each other, to see each 
others’ dog and to support the breed that they enjoy. 

The show began mid-morning and ended around 1:00 p.m. 
with many dogs shown in each class.  It was an interesting 
show as many dogs that are not usually shown/seen in the 
show rings there, come out with their member/owner’s to be 
shown at this event.  This was really fun, for everyone to see 
all of these dogs!

Each dog had a written review by an apprentice judge who 
was being reviewed by a sanctioned Australian Terrier Judge.  

Cheryl Mechalke
Finnish Australian Terrier Club (It was very interesting to see this process as the apprentice 

judge reviewed the dogs in each class and then when the 
winners of each class were announced, she explained her 
reasoning for choosing the winning dogs.  Although there 
were no points involved regarding winning any class in this 
show, nice prizes/ ribbons were awarded to the winning dogs 
and there was major support from the FATC members for 
this event. 

It was a really fun event and it was very interesting to see so 
many Aussies in one place and meet and visit with so many 
Aussie Fanciers!

Vanna, Prince & Enya - Cheryl Mechalke

Frack -- Rescue --see page 18
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Since completing their conformation and rally (novice) obe-
dience titles, Carly and Ellie have been busy members of 
Happy Tails Pet Assisted Therapy in the Atlanta, Georgia 
area. Each month, Carly and Ellie make scheduled visits to 
the residents of Gaines Park, Atherton, and the Marietta Liv-
ing Centre - all three are assisted living communities. Resi-
dents aren't allowed to have their own dogs so Carly and 
Ellie are shared among and belong to everyone. During their 

visits, usually an hour in length, they meet, greet and social-
ize with the residents, spend as much time on laps as they 
can, demonstrate any number of obedience activities, and 
bring each visit to a close by playing their toy piano. They 
play separately and together in 4 paws. Ellie is known to the 
residents as the one who likes her belly rubbed so she is 
called Ellie Belly, and Carly is best know for her vocals at the 
piano. It's not enough just to play the keys! In any event, ev-
eryone who receives a visit looks forward to the next. Carly 
and Ellie bring to those they visit, the warmth and love that 
only a dog can provide.
 
Carly and Ellie live and are pictured with Scott and Sandra 
Anderson. Joining them are just a few of the many residents 
they visit at Gaines Park assisted living in Marietta, Georgia. 
Carly and Ellie, now 4-years old, were bred by Marilyn Har-
bin. They were recently honored as "Versatility Dogs" at the 
national show in Virginia. 

VERSATILITY DOGS AT WORK!

If there is anything I hate it’s being called cute! I mean it’s OK 
for female Aussies to be called cute, but for us male Aussies it 
is just plain embarrassing!  Don’t people realize what macho 
guys we are?  I mean WE WERE BRED TO KILL SNAKES 
AND VERMIN.   The AKC says so.  Alright, I’ve never actually 
seen a vermin, but if I ever meet one I know I could take him 
on with one paw tied behind my back!

I have tried everything to get out from under the “cute” burden.  
For instance, even I can tell that having these bushy eyebrows 
sloping down over the sides of my liquid brown eyes does 
make me look (ugh) cute.  So I got a big black pipe cleaner 
and stuck it on over my eyes so I just had one really big fierce 
eyebrow.  I called it my Susan Boyle look, and it was pretty 
scary.  But did it do any good?  No!  Everybody just laughed.  
I broke off the pointy ends of some white plastic forks and 
stuck them in my mouth like fangs!  I ran into the living room 
and snarled really loud.  More laughs!  And when it comes 
to cocking my head…forget it.  That’s when the “Oh, isn’t he 
cute” come fast and furious.  I tried for three days not to cock 
my head and it worked pretty well.  Then some wise acre 
asked me if I was a right brain thinker or a left brain thinker.  
I sat down to puzzle that out… and there went the head … 
full tilt to the side.  Cute!  Cute!  Cute!

I’m sure a lot of you dogs out there have had to suffer through 
this same problem.  Maybe some of you have come up with 
some helpful hints to avoid the “cute” label.  If so, send me 
your ideas and I will make sure the rest of the guys see it.

In the meantime, I guess we will have to be grateful that 
Aussie females are cute.  I can live with THAT.  But I have 
also decided to take some Martial Arts lessons and then go 
in search of a really big vermin to brawl with.  And I’m taking 
a photographer along to record the bloody outcome!  Let’s 
hear “Cute” after that!

See you next issue.  flash, the australian terrier 
                                      loved by tony Urbano

A query had gone out for inputs on flea control -- here are 
some of the responses.

Bill Christensen – My dogs don’t have flea allergies but I 
do.  Before we were “into flea control,” I had one episode of 
generalized edema with thrombotic thrombocytopenic pur-
pura and had to be on high dose of corticosteroids for some 
weeks.  Subsequently, I have used Frontline flea and tick 
control (on each of the dogs) regularly except in the dead 
of winter (in Albuquerque) but year-round in California.  This 
has been the most effective formulation.  

Thalia Rott – The new product, Vectra, is excellent for flea 

FLEAS

Frick -- Rescue -- see page 18

News Flash from Flash’s News – 
Special Editorial
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A month ago, my best friend, my dog Warty and I ventured 
on a road trip from the Coast of North Carolina to the Chi-
cago area.  

We had packed the proper clothes for ‘fickle’ weather, taken 
a variety of food and set out to enjoy our vacation. Warty 
and I had taken many short trips before, yet this trip was to 
include several overnights.

We always enjoyed the rest areas, meeting new people in 
different places and took our time while listening to favorite 
songs from CDs to finding radio stations while nearing cit-
ies.

This trip was long and Warty apparently ‘got into something’ 
on the way back and needed immediate medical attention. It 
was during a weekend, in a strange city, and I was at a loss 
as to ‘what to do’. Certainly, no Veterinarians would be open, 
nor would I be able to stop and ask ‘where’ to find one.

I used my cell phone to call the State Police Department in 
a Mid-Western state and was pleasantly surprised and very 
much relieved that a trooper directed me to the closest ER 
Animal hospital. Warty was treated; we spent the night at 
one of the many smaller motels that routinely take pets, and 
all turned out well.

My friend suggested sharing this incident with those who 
may need a Veterinarian while traveling. When in a bind – try 
to call the State police…and hope you’ll never need them.

Carol Ann Stone -- "Many of you who attended the National 
Specialty in Hampton met Heidi and “Wart”.  She came to 
visit me a couple of weeks later and had a terrible trip back 
to North Carolina.

The State Police were a big help to her as she didn’t know 
the area or where the Emergency Animal Hospital was lo-
cated. I thought that this information would be useful to pass 
on to all who travel with their pets and show dogs."

An act of kindness…
Heidi Apel

Well, today was the worst. This day at the park looked to 
be the same as any other during the week with our arrival we 
claimed our spot and my little friend (Mistletoe) and I went 
for our usual walk around the baseball field. I remember see-
ing her running like the wind to catch up to me after sniffing 
some other dogs business or eating some grass but I didn’t 
notice anything different in the way she ran or walked. After 
a few hours we packed things up and started home….. when 
I noticed that she was limping. At first I thought it was a bee 
sting which happened occasionally at the park because the 
grass has clover spots in it. So we rushed home to get some 
Benadryl to treat it. The next day little Mistletoe was limping 
but not as much as the previous day she didn’t hold her entire 
leg up anymore and was just tippy toeing along. After a few 
days it seemed to get better and then it would get worse again, 
so off to the vet we went. A few hundred dollars later, $900.00 
to be exact, the vet said that he thought she had torn knee 
cartilage, a Luxating Patella. His thoughts to keep costs down 
were to keep her inactive, put her on anti inflamitories and 
send her x-rays to the Orthopedic Surgeon for review since 
he could not see anything outstanding on them. 

Things went on for 4 weeks Mistletoe got somewhat better at 
times and could again resume her walks but after a few days 

Barry Knothe

Sometimes Things Work Out

control and also repels mosquitoes.  It is a once a month 
topical.  Fleas are dying off within 10-15 minutes of applica-
tion (saw this myself with a dog we treated in the hospital).

SabineBaker – I live and professionally groom, in Flea Cen-
tral, Virginia.  Fleas are a fact of life here.  I have used 
Frontline spray for many years on an as needed basis.  
Generally not at all during the winter and maybe 3-4 times 
during the summer months.  None of my old folks have de-
veloped liver problems, plus it has worked so well that I’ve 
not needed to treat my house.

Mary Ellen Barrett – Frontline Plus didn’t seem to be work-
ing in SC this year, so I tried Comfortis, a monthly pill that 
eliminates fleas (but not ticks).  It works well.
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she would hurt it again and back to stage one she would go. 
The Orthopedic Surgon finally said he could do an exploratory 
surgery and see what was wrong but did not see anything in 
the X-rays. So with this information I started my search on the 
internet for an alternative, to what the good old boys and the 
drug companies were not capable of doing for my little Aussie. 
After two months of joint pain liquids and more infamitories 
from the Vet… I found FLEX PET …with Cetyl Myristolate a 
Natural Fatty acid chain found in some animals. 

WHat is cetYlMYristoleate ? 
Cetyl Myristoleate is an all-natural medium chain fatty acid 
found in only a small number of very select species of ani-
mals. Clinical experience suggests that Cetyl Myristoleate 
acts as an anti-inflammatory, as well as a surfactant and 
lubricant for damaged joints. Basically, it makes them more 
“slippery.” It is not habit-forming and contains no harsh 
chemicals or drugs that can cause side effects. It works in a 
natural manner by acting at the site of inflammation, it has 
a relatively long life in the body. 

What does it do? 

CMO has been reported to have been used in connection 
with Osteoarthritis and Rheumatoid arthritis, gout, ankylosing 
spondylitis, Reiter’s syndrome, Sjogren’s syndrome,  psoria-
sis, and various types of back pain. 

Background and History: 

Cetyl myristoleate (CMO) is the common name for cis-9-cetyl 
myristoleate. CMO was discovered in 1972 by Harry W. Diehl, 
Ph.D., a researcher at the National Institutes of Health. At the 
time, Dr. Diehl was responsible for testing anti-inflammatory 
drugs on lab animals. In order for him to test the drugs, he 
first had to artificially induce arthritis in the animals by inject-
ing a heat-killed bacterium called Freund’s adjuvant. Dr. 
Diehl discovered that Swiss albino mice did not get arthritis 
after injection of Freund’s adjuvant.  Eventually, he was able 
to determine that cetyl myristoleate was the factor present 
naturally in mice that was responsible for this protection. When 
CMO was injected into various strains of rats, it offered the 
same protection against arthritis.1 it has been proposed that 
CMO acts as a joint “lubricant” and anti-inflammatory agent. 
Patents were granted to Dr. Diehl for the use of CMO in both 
osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis, based upon the animal 
studies and several case histories.

 Where is it found? Cetyl myristoleate is a completely natural 
medium chain fatty acid found in certain animals, including 
cows, whales, beavers, and mice. As a nutritional supplement 
it is packaged in a highly purified, refined form in capsules 
and tablets. CMO is also available in creams and lotions for 
topical application. 

HoW Does it WorK? 
Cetyl Myristoleate is reported to function in four very differ-
ent capacities:

It serves as a lubricant for the joints & muscles. •	

Facilitates cartilage building. •	

It functions as an immune system modulator. •	

It functions like a fatty acid in that it mediates inflam-•	
matory processes. 

is it HarMfUl in anYWaY?

Cetyl Myristoleate studies began at the U.S. National Insti-
tutes for Health more than 25 years ago. Recently, clinical 
application studies were conducted by a San Diego Clinic. 
No harmful short or long term effects were ever observed 
in humans or in laboratory animals, even in extremely high 
doses. Similar substances have been used in common foods, 
including cheese and chocolate and even in medicines and 
cosmetics. 

i’m passing this information on because it works and 
worked so well for Mistletoe that toDaY ….she is again 
able to play, run, jump and do all those doggy things she 
wants to.

fleX Pet ….can Be foUnD at http://www.flexpet.com/
affil-pet-pain-relief-order-flexpet.html?SSAID=199031

WatcH tHe ViDeo and see for yourself… IT REALLY 
WORKS http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pwAWb8YPiU
&feature=related

folloW UP
Mistletoe’s intake was reduced to one tablet a week and is 
now off Flexpet she has fully recovered and had no follow 
up occurrences 

Mistletoe - Barry Knothe
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Sadie - Ann Ridenour

1939 Aussie Photos (unknown)
Supplied by Angie Bly

Tazer and Tillie are happy 
together.  Tazer was Nedra 

Adams' dog and Hal Wilcox and 
Tillie have opened up their home 

to him.

send your photos and stories to share with aussie lovers to Darlene evans at darlenevans@earthlink.net or via 
snail mail to 42742 lemonwood st, fremont, ca 94538-4026

i would like photos to be no smaller than 3.5 inch wide which allows me to downsize.

Rocky, Lizzie & Ringo - Pamela Levy Ringo - Pamela Levy
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Otis - Otis is a owner surrendered dog up near Buffalo MN. 
He just had ACL surgery and is in Foster care until a home 
can be found. He is a neutered male, approx 5 years old 
and from what his foster home has said, a very sweet boy. 
(no photo)

Piffin - Piffin is a young aprox 2-3 year old neutered male 
brought in from a Puppy Mill that was shut down in Adams 
WI. He is extremely shy and fearful of people but is being 
worked with on a daily basis. Piffin is probably an aussie-
silkie cross, having the aussie coloring and basic looks, but 
is the size of a silkie terrier. He is coming along slowly but 
surely and he now has his own html blog page which up-
dates his progress on a daily basis. You can read about him 
at: www.temora.net/Piffin.html

He has an active following of people who tune in daily to 
see what is happening with him. He is proving to be quite 
an interesting story for anyone that wants to tune in.

Frick & Frack - Frick and Frack are two red australian ter-
rier puppies aprox 8 weeks old from IA that were picked 
up by a rescue group when a puppy mill shut down. They 
were transfered to WI and were picked up by rescue. They 
were taken immediately to a local vet  and were diagnosed 
with Coccidia, Giaridia, whip worm, round worm, numerous 
other parasites and possible ringworm. (ringworm as of this 
writing is still being cultured,but is at a 'Probable' stage). 
The puppies were transported to a veterinarian facility in IL 
who are equiped to take care of these very sick little ones. 
As of this writing, they are still at the IL facility and in very 
good and capable hands. As soon as the diagnosis is con-
firmed, they will be treated for ringworm. Once the puppies 

are cleared for parasites, they will be available for adoption.
They are very active little ones and very personable. Frack 
(the girl) likes to pick on Frick (the boy), but he holds his own 
when she is picking on him. They both love to play and ran 
in grass prior to being transported to IL and enjoyed every bit 
of their new found freedom. 

She was a little red Aussie. She didn't have a name, she 
did not have a home,

she was small, alone, and on her own.
A little boy found her, he cut off her mats of hair and gave 

her a bath, but
when he went to get his mom to help him call the shelter, 

she escaped.
The shelter found her in a neighbors back yard and took 

her with them.
I found her on Petfinder, and with the help of a friend and 

rescue, decided we
had to try and save this dog.

I named her Cherish.
My friend and fellow aussie owner drove the 2 1/2 hours 

to the shelter and
picked Cherish up and took her to her vet.

It was probably the first time she had ever been to a vet
They estimated she was 8-9 years old, she was blind 

with severe scarring and
cataracts.

Her left back leg was only partially there with less than 1" 
of the paw left,

her right back leg had been amputated below the hock, 
giving her just a 2" stub

to walk on.
Her belly sagged from being constantly bred, and her 

vulva was permanently
swollen.

She probably had lived most of her life in a puppy mill, 
but we do not know for

sure, and she can not tell us.

Dogs Seeking Homes

CHERISH

Julie Seaton



19 www.australianterrier.org

She did not seem to be in any pain from her back legs, but 
she would only walk a

couple steps, do her business, then lay on her side, so we 
assumed, probably

rightfully so, that there was a level of discomfort.
She was sweet, but timid and Patti spent most of her time 

at the vets scratching
her belly which she seemed to love.

With all her problems, her chance at a good quality of life 
were slim to none

and we made the difficult decision to let her go.
So Patti rubbed her belly and sang to her for a while, when 

the time came, she
held her in her arms and told her over and over the she 

was loved while she went
to sleep.

Patti told me that her parting words to Cherish were: "Run 
free now little one,

run free."
She was cremated and Patti scattered her ashes by the 

lake they live
near.

I wish we could have done more, but at least Cherish got 
the love she deserved

at the end.

Last year we lost a dear little friend of ours. He was 
a lot of work and had a mean streak but taught us a 
lot about dogs and we loved him. Then, we contacted 
the Aussie Rescue group. The group told us of a male 
Aussie, Sam, who lived in Cincinnati but was vacation-
ing in Southeast Ohio. 

As we turned the corner of the camp site, there was 
Sam, sitting there with his little head cocked to one side. 
My wife and I looked at each other and both thought 
“there was our new dog.” He came home that night and 

The Three Amigos
Brian & Carol Rowley

it took about a week before his personality blossomed. He is 
the sweetest thing and does not know a stranger. We loved 
him so much that we told Carole Larson that, if a female be-
came available, we would be interested.

We received a call from Carole about a month later. There 
was a female available in Oklahoma. We debated for a 
couple days and decided that Sam needed a playmate. 
We picked up Katie, formerly Daisy, in St Louis. She was 
scared to death of everything. She would hide from us and 
was socially challenged. Katie would drop down on her belly 
whenever a stranger would get within 30 feet of us. Sam has 
changed all that. She watched him and decided that, if he 
wasn’t afraid, neither should she. 

Katie now walks with her ears and tail up and struts her stuff. 
She and Sam are buddies and she is always looking to see 
where he is. Katie loves water and will lay down in it when-
ever she gets a chance. If the water is high enough, she will 
lay with her front on the bottom and her butt floats and bobs 
behind her.

About a month ago, I got an e-mail from Carole. There was 
a female in Ohio that was coming into the program. Carole 
wondered if we could foster her. We decided to and picked 
Ruby up. She is just now starting to play with Sam and Katie. 
We have a 5,000 sq ft fenced in playpen in the yard com-
plete with dog paw shaped pool.

 They get to running and we laugh and laugh. Sam starts 
and runs full speed with Katie and Ruby in pursuit. After a 
few laps, Katie and Ruby will chase him when he gets near 
but they lay back while he makes his big loop again. We 
are always amazed at how far they can leap! Ruby usually 
sends Sam rolling end over end but he gets up and asks for 
it all over again.

Sam, Katie and Ruby were made for each other and have 
been a total blessing to us. We all find room in the same bed. 
Ruby sleeps between our pillows, Sam sleeps in between us 
and Katie usually sleeps in the curve of our legs. She flips 
over every morning and lets us scratch her belly. I must say 
that they keep us warm! They feed off of each other’s energy 
and both Katie and Ruby are learning day by day the confi-
dence that Sam brings them.

Katie, Ruby and Sam
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Hi. Guess what. Its me. Chance. Bet you didn't know I could 
type huh? I miss you and Katey but sure am happy to be 
here in Colorado. My home here is like a fun park. We have 
a nice big room off the food room just for us to mess up if 
we want to and it goes out to a big place outside we can run 
around in without getting our paws dirty. Dad calls it a ken-
nel. 

Emma and Jake tells me it is where we are supposed to pee 
and poop in, instead of the rest of the yard, which we also 
play in when dad is watching, which is most of the day time 
and sometimes late at night cuz Emma is a play freak. But I 
just couldn't resist peeing all over the yard my first two days. 
I thought it best to leave my name everywhere so no one 
tries to take this away from me. I did that at your house too if 
you remember but you can erase it all if you wanna. 

Anyways there is also a garden here that I get to walk in 
cuz as you knows I just loves to look at and smell all the 
growing things. I get to do that unless I start to dig and that's 
why Emma and Jake can't go up there by themselves. I am 
gonna try really hard just to look and smell and not eat or dig 
so I can roam up there, to me its like a jungle. 

Oh I had a nice safe ride here after the show, which kinda 
scared me by the way. We got lost getting here cuz dad 
couldn't go on the road he wanted which was closed un-
less he had tire chains. He didn't, so we took what Linda 
called the scenic route and stopped at some parks so Sun-
ni and I could pee in some very pretty places. Otherwise I 
just watched stuff go by, when I wasn't sleeping or getting 
to know Sunni. I was happy this was new for her too and I 
wasn't the only one moving. Dad says we bonded. I think 
that means it is why we stick together. 

Oh yeh, I did get sick when we went over a very big moun-
tain. We were in a cloud. Dad says his ears popped and then 
so did my stomach. But I made sure to do it on the car seat 
and not in my crate since Dad rented the car and my crate I 
am keeping. Wasn't that smart. Oh I don't sleep in the crate 
any more cuz I have a nice bed I share with Dad and Emma. 
Well I guess I share it with Sunni too but so far she just goes 
under the bed. Not sure whats up with that but Dad says she 
has issues to get over then she will join us on top. 

Emma tells me her place is in Dad's arm so she can use his 
shoulder as a pillow, so I chose his legs so I can stretch out 
along them. I have more room, I don't think Emma has that 
figured out, so I am not complaining. Dad says he has to 
learn to sleep differently now. I don't get that. I just close my 
eyes and go, but he doesn't seem to be complaining. Wait, 
I forgot. Sunni did jump up on the bed last night but just for 
a minute. I think she was just checking things out before 
deciding. 

Now where was I? Oh, a fun park, yeh, ok, well, first we get 
up and all run out to the kennel together and pee, then go to 
the door and watch dad make first meal. We have been get-
ting kibble with broth and a small side of something special 
like cottage cheese, or shredded cheese, a piece of some-
thing called a leftover which always seems to be different 
so I can't tell you exactly what a leftover is. But it is always 
good, well I didn't really like the green beans but I tried it cuz 
Dad had growed it in his garden. I spit it out after trying it but 
that's okay cuz Jake is the clean up crew, so Dad says. 

Ok, then after that we all go back into the kennel area, which 
is all tiny rocks called pea gravel, but considering what we 
mostly do there I think it should be called pee rocks. Any-
ways, there we poop and then run right out after wards, well 
after smelling what everyone else did of course, and we 

play. I am not sure why Emma and Jake like playing with 
the things Dad throws cuz every time they bring it back to 
him he throws it away again. Whatever. But what I do is walk 
around the yard like an obstacle, at least that is what Emma 
and Jake say. Once I smell around some I go back and find 
Sunni who is for right now watching everything from a dis-
tance. 

I have got her to play with me, usually just by jumping on her 
or pawing at her, I even once barked at her and for some 
reason everyone, well Dad and friends, thought that was 
funny. Any ways, Sunni will play with me most of the time. 
Jake came up to me and wanted to play. I wasn't so sure 
about that cuz he is like way bigger than me, by about 40 
pounds, so I acted real big myself and did the smile I do 
but with a growl behind it and he was so shocked I think he 
thought I was big cuz he thinks twice now before coming to 
play with me. 

But Emma, oh my, she is like a tornado, which everyone 
wanted to know it I ever saw one at your house, did I? Oh I 
lost my place again, oh ok, lets see, ummm, oh yeh, Emma. 
Well she can play like all the time and sometimes it is fun 
and I do but other times I don't so I don't and she takes the 

CHANCE
David Small
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hint, my walking away and not looking back, and goes to 
find either Jake, or Sunni (who will play with her when she 
doesn't think Dad is watching, but he does and I won't tell 
Sunni) and its all good. Dad says he is surprised I am such 
a big boy cuz I am not afraid of anything, not even when the 
grass cutting machine started. Sometimes I like to sit in his 
lap when we are all outside. I do it cuz I know he likes that 
and cuz I get to see things more being higher up. But not so 
high I throw up like I did getting here. 

Hey, how come everyone is so surprised when I smile? Am I 
like the only dog to ever do that? I think I will keep it up cuz it 
sure makes Dad smile and I know I have sometimes got an 
extra treat cuz of it too. I won't be telling Emma about that. 
That's Dad and my secret, ok well now yours too so don't 
tell. Ok back to my day. After Dad gets worn out, he goes off 
to do whatever and we get to do our own thing in the yard, 
kennel or house, (I so like going wherever I want) unless 
he goes out and then we are limited to the kennel and our 
special room which Dad says was once a garage. Oh don't 
worry, he has a newer and bigger garage behind the house. 

Emma makes sure we play as much as possible. Dad joins 
us every couple hours and we often get a treat. He calls it 
quality time. And just when we get hungry again, it is time for 
second meal. That's our big meal. Dad puts different things 
all around our bowls. Jake and I have grey ones, his is big-
ger though, and Emma's and Sunni's is pink. We always get 
some kibble, and then it could be anything Dad will have too. 
He doesn't seem to like kibble but I know he and Linda tried 
our treat bone cookies. They said it tasted like cardboard, 
not sure myself, never tried cardboard, so he got the recipe 
for the liver treats he got at the dog show. We realllllllly liked 
those. Well, so far I have tried and liked, pumpkin, steamed 
carrots, mashed potato with milk and cheese, green beans 
which I told you about, baked chicken, some little tiny tomato 
Dad grows and I tried before he picked it (I thought I was 
helping and I got to keep whatever I picked). 

Oh Dad eats his breakfast with us on the patio outside and 
one day he set his bowl down to get some ringing thing he 
talks into and we got to try some oatmeal with cranberries. 
Now there is four of us and one of him so unfortunately we 
didn't leave much for him. We tried apple too, I can take it 
or leave it unless it is sauce, That I liked and I guess that is 
good cuz Dad says he still has a lot from what he made last 
Fall. One day we got eggs cooked all messed up and oh 

boy was that good. Dad says that is for Sundays when he 
makes that for himself. 

The way I get it we are going to try all different stuff and Dad 
is making a list on the big cold box of food so he remembers 
what each of us likes best or doesn't like at all. Dad says I 
kinda act like a cat. What is a cat? Whatever it is it must be 
cute, like me, cuz he thinks it is pretty special. Oh I was tell-
ing you about my crate. Well I don't sleep in it any more, like 
I said, but I have it out on the patio for when I want to go by 
myself and take a nap. I have my own special blanket too. 

We are all supposed to get dog houses which I think is like 
a crate. We are supposed to get something called a tunnel 
too so when we chase each other we can go in one end and 
come out the other. That kinda sounds like what food does 
but funner. 

What I mostly wanted to tell you is that I am very very happy 
here and I also want you to know staying with you really 
helped make me who I am now and I will always appreci-
ate and be grateful for that. Dad says I will probably get to 
see you and thank you in person at some other dog show 
someday. Lick Katey for me and I will write you again too. 
Bye for now okay. Lots of licks, Chance

Rescue is comprised of a Board and ATCA members who 
want to be coordinators. Rescue relys totally on your sup-
port both in helping with Aussies in trouble as well as finan-
cial.

Gene and Rocky Winer in their mother's name, Carolyn 
made a sizeale donation.  It is with this type of generosity 
that allows us to continue to help the less fortunate Aussie.  
We have 2 memorials in Rescue, one in Carolyn Winer's 
name and another in Nedra Adams' name.  If you would 
like to make a donation in either of their names, it would be 
greatly appreciated.   Remember that all donations are tax 
deductible.

If you would like to mention Rescue in your will, please 
contact Rescue and we will let you know how to make this 
contribution. I cannot emphasize enough how much your 
support means to Rescue.

Yes -- I am back, I found that being President of Rescue was 
not a job but a reward that made my life complete.  Thanks 
to the ATCA Board for honoring my request, and special 
thanks to the Rescue Board for allowing me continue as 
President.

If you need to contact me -- 408-567-8177 work, 510-490-
1289 evenings after 8pm, 510-599-5383 for cell.  Darlene 
Evans

Rescue 
Darlene Evans, President



22www.australianterrierrescue.org

The Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. newsletter the "Talk-
about" is a publication authorized to carry official notices, reports 
and commentary issued under the auspices of the ATCA, Inc., 
otherwise, no responsibility is assumed for the content and/or 
statements contained herein.   The editor reserves the right of dis-
cretionary editing.  Unofficial material published in this newsletter 
does not thereby carry the endorsement or approval or become the 
responsiblity of the editor or the club.

Diana Wilkie (was Galloway until recently)- and very recently 
became a member of ATCA) was nominated for a community 
service award with her Aussie Mikey. We are all very proud of 
Mikey and Diana .   Michelle Bell

Another Working Aussie

Outstanding Youth & Youth Advocate 
Awards 2009

Petsworth Elementary School has gone to the dogs.  Wait, 
wait…. Don’t take that the wrong way.   It is in a very GOOD 
way that the school has opened its doors to our canine 
friends and their companions.  DIANA GALLOWAY & MIKE 
are well-known and loved guests in the hallways and class-
rooms of Petsworth.  Diana, or Ms. Bugs as she is affec-
tionately known, is classified as a “Best in Show” volunteer, 
working in partnership with Mikie, a certified therapy dog.

As described by her nominators, Cindy Thomas and Su-
zanne Woodson, the atmosphere of the school changes im-
mediately as soon as Ms. Bugs and Mikie enter the building.  
With just a wag of a tail and the touch of fur, Mikie sooths 
souls and creates tranquility.  The wonderful rapport devel-
oped with students, parents and staff is better than the “cat’s 
meow!”

Between Mikie’s kind eyes and gentle ways and Diana’s 
cheerful smile and guiding hands, these two powerful part-
ners definitely make a world of difference in the lives of the 
students and adults at Petsworth.  As shared by the nomina-
tors, “We are certain that Mikie and Ms. Bugs will be loved 
and remembered forever by our students, staff and parents 
who have experienced their wonderful dedication and acts 
of kindness over the years.”

Mikie, will you please “heel-in” you partner in volunteering, 
Petsworth’s own “Ms. Bugs”, and lead her to the stage to 
receive your awards.

Wouldn't it be lovely to recognize our Aussie's new titles 
along with the owner and the breeder.  In these times it is 
so nice to see something positive and people continuing to 
work hard to achieve these goals.

Please send me a picture and the name of the dog along 
with its call name.  Also include the owner and the breeder 
(if known).  Don't forget about Therapy Titles. Next issue I 
will submit a listing of conformation titles that have been is-
sued year to date - thanks to the effort of Janet Maas.  

I will work with Susan Saulvester to see what we can do on 
the performance titles.  All titles are something that should 
be recognized as they are only achieved through hard work 
and perseverance.

To continue with the many stories, achievements and pho-
tos, I need you to send them to me.  If you use snail mail, all 
photos will be returned.  The photos need to be at least 3.5" 
wide as that is the column width that I use.

I have received several "thank yous" on the Talkabout but 
they really belong to you -- the contributors.

Rocky playing hide-n-seek - Pamela Levy

Your Newsletter

Darlene Evans, Editor
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NEW TITLES

Fendi
New Champion

Ch Ryba's Licensed to Shop at RedSky
Owner: Elaine Strid

Breeder:  Sue Bachmand & Teresa Schreeder

Fergie
New Champion

Ch Roachan's Live and Let Fly at RedSky
Owner:  Elaine Strid

Breeder:  Gayle Roache & Sue Holsinger

Gokke
New Champion

Ch Tatong's Kaptajn Kaos 
Owner:  Angie Bly

Breeder:  Jill Grenaae

Bugs
Companion Dog

Ch Ryba's Beat The Odds CD, RE
Owner:  Thalia Rott

Breeder:  Mary & Robbie Ryse


