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Message from the President
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH

Beautiful fall weather is here, with a full moon 
tonight.   This time of year, when shorter days are 
underscored by the end of Daylight Savings Time, 
thoughts of the past arise, as well as anticipation of 
the holidays and hopes for the future.

This has been a rough fall for the ATCA.  The 
revised bylaws, four and one-half years in produc-

tion, have been overwhelming approved by the membership and sent 
to the AKC for final approval, which has not yet been received.   

The Judges Education Committee continues to work with the AKC 
on the breed video, part of the Canine College offering to judges.  To 
date, one and one-half years of hard work has been invested in it by 
the committee without an end in sight.  

Three board members have resigned, probably a new record. Two of 
the three resigned for what were perceived to be a lack of respect and 
hurtful comments by other board members.  The year started off well, 
and we had a delightful (at least from my perspective) National Spe-
cialty in Longmont, but then we began to have a series of complaints 
from obedience and rally participants that they did not receive the ap-
propriate ribbons, which was true, and that their achievements were 
not properly celebrated at the banquet, for which I take responsibility.   
We won’t have the same problem at next year’s specialty because an 
appropriate venue will not be available for these events.

Back-biting seems to be a behavior characteristic of dog clubs, most 
of which are organized as 501(c) 7 corporations, defined by the IRS as 
“social clubs.”  I learned from Equisure, our insurance broker, that the 
leading cause of claims against clubs’ directors and officers insurance 
policies are made because of “mean remarks”,” sometimes in person 
but often on Facebook.  The only other arenas where the usual social 
norms are routinely ignored are home-owners or condominium own-
ers associations and, perhaps especially, politics.  In the latter instance, 
verbal abuse seems to be tolerated because the work may offer the 
opportunity for financial aggrandizement.   In the dog fancy, it would 
be helpful if the tendency to criticize and disparage volunteer workers 
might be re-directed to positive engagement in the work of the club.  
There is plenty to do.  We need to promote the virtues of our breed, 
work in every other way that we can think of to insure its survival, 
learn how to enhance the care which we provide for our dogs, and 
support each other in breeding better and, especially, more dogs.

Trying to take a positive attitude myself, I am overwhelming grateful 
to Sherrill for stepping back into the role of Recording Secretary, a job 
which demands extraordinary devotion to organization, detail , and a 
“remembrance of things past,” as well as the tenacity to find pertinent 
documentation.   I am also grateful to Grace for her informed support 
and her unbounded willingness to work, whether, together with 
Sherrill on the new bylaws, or a scientific documentation of the 
decline in numbers of our breed.   I would like to thank Alexa for her 
always timely advice and for her role as timekeeper at board meetings.   
We also need to thank Julie for the unmatched quality of our breed 
publication, as editor of which she will soon be stepping down.

Looking forward, I feel that the continued existence 
of our breed will depend heavily on the work of the 
Sustainability Committee, under the able leadership of 
Vicki McKee, and on the mentoring of younger breeders 
by those of us who are older and have lived through 
both the joys and the heartbreaks of breeding and
whelping puppies. 

 I also feel strongly that the continued existence of the club will depend 
on the willingness of the members to assume a broader perspective in 
hearing the opinions and perspectives of others, to avoid harsh judge-
ments and even to learn to love others within our Aussie community, 
even though we may not like some of them, just as we love our dogs.

I wish you happy and safe holidays and a joyful and prosperous New 
Year.
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Corresponding & Recording Secretary Reports 
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Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Julie Seaton 

Fourth Quarter 2019

•	 Westminster Booth information received and form completed 
and mailed back, copy to Alexa Samarotto 

•	 AKC Dues notice sent to Treasurer and Darlene Evans

Membership Applications:

Marvyl Grinney, FL 
Sponsors are Julie Seaton & Dana Krueztfeldt

Kellie Dahlberg, FL 
Sponsors are Jeanne Popovits & Julie Seaton

ATCA members have 30 days from the publication of this edition of 
 The Talkabout to ask questions and/or make comments  

regarding membership applicants.  
Please send any related comments or inquiries  to the Recording Secretary.  

After that time, the Board will vote on the applicant. 

Recording Secretary’s Report 
Sherrill Yates 

Fourth Quarter 2019

ATCA TELECONFERENCE MINUTES
August 19, 2019; 6:00 p.m. PDT
Meeting was called to order @ 6:04 p.m.  PDT
Present:  Christensen, Farmer, Liga, Massey, Occuiti, Popovits, Sama-
rotto, Schreeder, Seaton, Yates, Zupan
Absent:  Cahill, Floyd (signed in at 6:42 p.m. PDT)
Guest:  Barb Post 
Time-Keeper:   Alexa Samarotto

Vice President Report:  Grace Massey – reported our New Jersey 
lawyer had reviewed the latest bylaws revisions and sent a letter of 
approval.  The ballot and bylaws revision changes document are ready 
to be printed and mailed to the membership for their vote.  

Recording Secretary Report:  Sherrill Yates – July, 2019 Teleconfer-
ence minutes have been previously approved and published.

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton – reported a letter 
has been sent to Mark Dunn, AKC Executive Vice President, stating the 
Australian Terrier Club of America Board has voted to allow Dr. Mui 
access to the AKC Australian Terrier Pedigrees for their research study.   
Mr. Dunn said he would contact Dr. Mui.  Bill Christensen asked Teresa 
Schreeder, Health Chair, to also contact Dr. Mui and give her Mark 
Dunn’s contact information.  

Julie also reported there would be one new membership application 
published in the upcoming Talkabout Issue.  

Treasurer Report:  Kevin Cahill – was not in attendance at this meet-
ing.  He had previously sent the following information regarding the 
club membership.  

Deceased Members         Resigned From Club                   Dues Lapsed

           
        

Old Business
Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update – Teresa Schreeder, Health Chair, reported 
the paper was still under review and only 179 Aussies are entered in 
the study.   They have had some luck reaching breeders but working 
to contact others. 
 
National Specialty 2023 – Application by Anne Roache in Colorado 
Springs?  - Not yet available 

New Talkabout Editor:  Bill Christensen/Julie Seaton – Bill reported 
that Jan Dahling has accepted the position of Editor of The Talkabout 
starting January 1, 2020.  Julie reported she would be working with 
Jan as Assistant Editor and Graphic Artist, and Susan Saulvester will 
continue in her job as Associate Editor.  Jan will also need to rent the 
Adobe InDesign for $239.88/year. 

Board Approved:  Jan Dahling as the new Talkabout Editor beginning 
January 1, 2020 and rental of Adobe InDesign program for her use in 
publishing The Talkabout.  

New Business
Board Approved:  Request from the Australian Terrier Club of Colo-
rado to sponsor a Regional Specialty in conjunction with the Colo-
rado Springs Kennel Club show on Friday, June 26, 2020 n Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  

Board Approved:  Request from the Australian Terrier Club of Colo-
rado to ATCA for Supported Entries at the Colorado Springs Kennel 
Club shows on Saturday and Sunday, June 27 & 28, 2020 in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  

AKC Breeders of Merit added to Breed Referral Page? 
 Rita Farmer/Julie Seaton 
Julie and Kerrie have been working on the new website.  Discussion 
was held regarding adding a symbol by those ATCA breeder’s names 
who have applied for and obtained the AKC Breeder of Merit recogni-
tion.  The AKC Breeder of Merit qualifications, including health testing 
requirements by ATCA and information on CHIC will also be posted.  
Julie also reported that Vicki McKee, as Sustainability Chair, was in 
favor.  Rita Farmer, as Breed Referral Chair, shared her concern that by 
adding this, new breeders might get discouraged and the need for 
our club to offer them encouragement.  
 
Board Approved:  The AKC Breeder of Merit symbol will be posted 
on the new ATCA Website Breed Referral site with 7 approvals and 4 
abstentions.  

New Website in Posting Significant wins:  Julie Seaton discussed the 
Winner’s Circle on the new Website.  There were questions concerning 
whether to post all Australian Terrier major wins or only those of ATCA 
members.  Also, in question were which performance wins should be 
listed.  The subject was tabled until the September teleconference to 
allow more time to gather information.  

Richard Hunter
Susan Myers
Jane Roebuck   

Anne Mitchell
Heather Russell 
 

Phil Benway
Jane Routson
Kathy Vega



Old Business
Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Teresa Schreeder, Health Chair, reported 
she had not received an update.    

National Specialty 2023:  The Board approved a proposal from 
Ann Roache to chair an independent specialty in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado on June 29, 2023.  It would be held in conjunction with the 
Colorado Springs Kennel Club’s three day all-breed shows on June 
30th, July 1st and 2nd.  Kerrie Bryan, Mary Mead, Kathy Wakeman and 
Katrina Klaren will be on the committee.  

Website Update:  Julie Seaton – reported the website was 98% 
finished.  She is hoping to make it available by October 1st and will 
continue to work out problems as they appear.  

A discussion was held on a portion of the Webmaster Committee 
Guidelines entitled “The Winner’s Circle” which had been written in 
2005 by then Webmaster, Mike Palazzo.  The board determined that 
much of this part of the webmaster guidelines was outdated and 
only a small portion had a possible relevance on the new website.  A 
motion was made and the board unanimously approved that “The 
Winner’s Circle” be suspended until it could be studied further.  

Bill Christensen reported that at the recent delegate’s meeting, there 
was an extensive presentation by AKC’s Facebook and marketing 
people stressing the importance of maintaining a uniformed appear-
ance and message across all areas which interact with the public.  To 
help work towards this goal, he would like to create a new commit-
tee to be chaired by the Webmaster and include the Facebook Chair, 
Public Ed Chair, Sustainability Chair, and the Talkabout Editor.  Bill will 
discuss this idea with Kerrie Bryan, Webmaster.  

The board approved Julie Seaton’s request to continue using the 
tagline, “Not Just Another Pretty Face”, pending the new committee’s 
discussion on tagline possibilities.  

New Business
Versatility Award Update:  Susan Saulvester, Awards Chair, requested 
approval of new guidelines which adds Scent Work to the Versatility 
Award requirements.  The board unanimously approved the request.  

NOTE:  ATCC has withdrawn their request for a Regional Specialty with 
Colorado Springs Kennel Club on Friday, June 26, 2020 and Supported 
Entries for Saturday and Sunday, June 27 & 28, 2020 because the dates 
fall too close to our National Specialty in Illinois.  ATCC’s Regional 
Specialty and Supported Entries with CSKC will be held beginning in 
2021.  

Meeting adjourned @ 7:01 PDT
Next Teleconference:  October 21, 2019

ATCA TELECONFERENCE MINUTES
October 21, 2019; 6:00 p.m. PDT

Meeting was called to order @ 6:04 p.m.  PDT
Board Members Present:  Kevin Cahill, Bill Christensen, Rita Farmer, 
Kim Floyd, Kendall Liga, Grace Massey, Kim Occhiuti, Jeanne Popovits, 
Alexa Samarotto, Teresa Schreeder, Julie Seaton, Sherrill Yates, and Pat 
Zupan

Member Guests:  Sue Duncan, Jennifer Sousa, and Elaine Strid an-
nounced; Darlene Evans and Pamela Levy present but unannounced 
at the time of the meeting.  

Time-Keeper:   Alexa Samarotto

Engaging More Juniors In Our Sport - Kim Floyd discussed methods 
to encourage more juniors to participate in showing Australian Ter-
riers and ways ATCA can show more appreciation for their wins.  Kim 
suggested a PowerPoint presentation might be created and shown in 
person or online to 4-H or FFA groups around the country to encour-
age learning about dog sports.  Bill asked Kim to create a Junior 
Handling Committee proposal with a mission, guidelines and steps 
to accomplish the goal of encouraging juniors to join ATCA and show 
Australian Terriers.  She will also put a request in The Talkabout, Issue 
4, asking for members who are interested in this project to contact 
her.   Kim will present this to the Board at a later time.  

Petition to Open Standard re: Tails – Bill Christensen provided the 
Board with a copy of a petition currently being circulated to some 
members of ATCA.  A brief discussion was held.  

Performance Events Communication from Member – Bill Chris-
tensen provided the Board with a letter of complaint from one of our 
members regarding numerous items along with communications 
from other members written in response.  There was a discussion on 
ways some of the complaints might be addressed in the future.  

Meeting was adjourned @ 7:21 p.m. PDT
Next Teleconference:  Monday, September 16, 2019

ATCA TELECONFERENCE MINUTES
September 16, 2019; 6:00 p.m. PDT
Meeting was called to order @ 6:04 p.m.  PDT
Present:  Cahill, Christensen, Farmer, Floyd, Liga, Massey, Occhiuti, 
Popovits, Samarotto, Schreeder, Seaton, Yates, Zupan
Guest:  Darlene Evans
Time-Keeper:   Alexa Samarotto

Vice President Report:  Grace Massey: The bylaws ballot and revisions 
document have been mailed.  Sherrill Yates, Recording Secretary, re-
ported receiving 44 approvals and 2 disapprovals so far.  The deadline 
for their return is October 20th.  Reminder emails will periodically be 
sent.    

Recording Secretary Report:  Sherrill Yates – August, 2019 Teleconfer-
ence minutes have been previously approved and published.

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton – reported 1 new 
membership application was published in Issue 3 of the Talkabout 
and there were 2 more applications pending.  

Treasurer Report:  Kevin Cahill – gave a brief report stating the fiscal 
year end financials show a profit.  Bill requested Kevin to present a 
report for the board’s October teleconference elaborating which areas 
make up the profit.  Kevin also presented the board with the invoice 
from Equisure for the insurance on the ATCA board.  The invoice is 
paid annually.  

IRS Filings:  Kevin reported he will be working with Mike Manderfeld 
on the financials Mike needs to file our IRS reports.   

Membership Dues:  Kevin reported that he had received the overdue 
membership dues from both Phil Benway and Kathy Vega.  After a 
brief discussion, the board approved reinstating both into the mem-
bership.  

Talkabout Financial Information:  Julie Seaton reported she had 
requested a breakdown on the Talkabout financials presented at the 
Annual Board Meeting in Longmont as she felt there were some dis-
crepancies.  She has not yet received that information and asked Kevin 
if he could provide her with it within the next couple of weeks.  
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Recording Secretary:  Sherrill Yates reported the Bylaws Revision 
Balloting was completed with 92 approvals and 3 disapprovals.  This 
information will be sent to AKC for their final approval of our bylaws 
revision.  Teresa Schreeder asked about the fiscal year change stating 
she understood this was a difficult project.  Bill Christensen reported 
that as soon as AKC had given their final approval, work would begin 
on making that change with accounting professionals. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Report:  Julie Seaton reported 2 new mem-
berships were in the works and would be listed in the next Talkabout.   

Treasurer Report:  Kevin Cahill reported he had given our accountant, 
Mike Manderfeld, all the necessary information needed for our IRS 
filing due November 15.  Kevin also reported ATCA’s finances were 
in good shape.  Currently money is coming in for the 2020 ATCA Cal-
endar.  Julie stated she still had some discrepancies in the Talkabout 
financials report.  She and Kevin will get together to compare and 
reconcile their data.  
    
Old Business
Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Teresa Schreeder reported Dr. Hess’ paper 
on diabetic genetic markers had been accepted for publication in the 
Journal of Heredity.  Dr. Hess will send ATCA a copy of the paper as 
soon as it is in press.  

Stud Dog Issue:  Julie reported the Stud Dog Issue was complete, 
looked wonderful and had been sent to the printers.  It will be part of 
the 2019 Issue 4 of The Talkabout.  

National Specialty 2020 Performance Events:  Julie Seaton reported 
that due to lack of space at the indoor arena, there will not be obedi-
ence or rally offered at the 2020 National Specialty.  There are major 
performance trials occurring within 200 miles of the show site.  Dock 
Diving, Barn Hunt and Fast Cat will be offered at the show site.  

Julie also reported that Show Chair, Judy O’Brien, has the Specialty 
planning going well.  They were working with a veterinarian who will 
be a part of Education Day.  As soon as they get final confirmation 
from her, AusTTrust will be contacted with the information to ask for 
their support.  

Talkabout Newsletter Editor Update:  Bill Christensen reported that 
Jan Dahling, who had accepted the job as The Talkabout Editor begin-
ning January 1, 2020, has stepped down from that position.  Jan has 
had some recent family health issues and did not feel she had the 
time to learn the software and do the job properly.  A new email will 
go out to the membership asking if anyone is interested in the posi-
tion.  A professional editor will also be considered.  

New Business
Nominating Slate Challenge:  Sherrill Yates reported there has been a 
challenge to the Nominating Committee Slate.  Therefore, someone to 
count the ballots has to be approved by the board.  Kendall Liga made 
the motion, seconded by Alexa Samarotto to approve Carl Holder, 
Head Teller, Beaumont Unit of the National Association of Parliamen-
tarians, Lumberton, TX to count ballots.  The charge for this service 
will be $0.50 per ballot.   Motion was approved.  

New Grooming DVD:  Bill Christensen reported that Susan Saulvester 
is requesting a new and updated grooming DVD be made for selling 
at the Aussie Store.  The board discussed who and how we could 
accomplish this.  Pat Zupan pointed out that people were not really 
buying DVDs anymore, but prefer downloads.  Alexa Samarotto asked 
if one possible solution might be to have the current DVD converted 
to download.  The issue was put on hold for more research.  

Conflict of Interest Policy:  Grace Massey reported that it had come 
to the board’s attention that ATCA does not currently have a Conflict 
of Interest Policy.  As the club is an IRS 501c7 Non Profit Club, we need 
to have one in place to protect the Club from losing this status.  Grace 
supplied the board with a Conflict of Interest Policy template taken 
from the IRS Non Profit Website as an example.  She will be compar-
ing other policies to fine tune a document which will be appropriate 
for ATCA.  Each year when the new board takes office, the Conflict of 
Interest Policy will be discussed.  The board members and commit-
tee members who will be handling money will be asked to sign the 
document.  

Discussion followed:  The board discussed instituting a Conflict of 
Interest Policy, what it means and how it would be implemented.  Bill 
reported that all Non Profit organizations have a policy in place to 
protect them from losing their IRS status.  Work will continue on creat-
ing a document which will work for ATCA.  

Adjourn @ 7:15 p.m. PDT

October 9, 2019:  Board approved a new “Australian Terrier Brand-
ing Committee,” chaired by the Webmaster, with the Facebook Chair, 
Public Ed Chair, Sustainability Chair and the Talkabout Editor as com-
mittee members.  This committee will be charged with maintaining 
a uniform appearance and message across all areas in which ATCA 
interacts with the public.  

November 6, 2019:  Board disapproved accepting email petitions 
for additional nominations for slate positions.  This was based on our 
current Bylaw Article IV, Section 4b, which specifically notes how ad-
ditional nominations can be made. 

Member Address Changes:  
Janson, Anthony F
708 S. Shelmore Blvd, #205
Mount Pleasant, SC  29464

Langham, Michael
6829 Pleasants Valley Rd
Vacaville, CA  95688-9715

Miller, Joy
Millerjoy829@gmail.com

Sperber, Devorah
825 S Knoll Road
Mill Valley, CA  94941

Williams, Heather C
3323 195th Pl SE
Bothell, WA  98012

New Member Oct 16, 2019:  
Dana Nelson
N2588 Kelleen Drive
Waupaca, WI  54981
rdjjj@charter.net
715-256-9922 
715-258-6231 wk

 

Membership Roster Update:
‘89 Benway, Philip E
 1810 N 202nd Ave
 Buckeye, AZ  85396-8712
 623-853-1324
 602-885-1324 (cell)
 philipbenway@gmail.com
 Kennel:  Benway’s

‘98 Vega, Katherine
 1039 West Leadora Ave
 Glendora, CA  91741-1829
 626-335-3830
 patikat@dslextreme.com
 Kennel:  Wild West
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ATCA National Specialty, Regional Specialties and Supported Entries for 2020 

January 2, 3 Desert Empire Terrier Club of Southern California, Palm Springs, CA
January 4, 5 Kennel Club of Palm Springs, CA
 
February 13  ATCC supports Rocky Mountain All Terrier Club, Denver, CO (2 shows)
 
April 9, 10 Northern California Terrier Association, Sacramento, CA 
April 11, 12  Sacramento Kennel Club, Sacramento, CA

May 1
May 2   Raritan Valley ATC Regional, Bucks County KC, Erwinna, PA
May 3, 4   Trenton Kennel Club, West Windsor, NJ

May 9, 10  Rio Grande Kennel Club, Albuquerque, NM 

June 11   ATCA National Specialty, Starved Rock KC, Grayslake, IL
June 13   Great Lakes All Terrier Association, Grayslake, IL  
June 14   Little Fort Kennel Club of Waukegan, Grayslake, IL
 
September 4 ATCC Regional Rocky Mountain All Terrier Club, Greeley, CO
September 5 Evergreen Colorado Kennel Club, Greeley, CO
September 6 Evergreen Colorado Kennel Club, Greeley, CO

October 1   Morris and Essex Kennel Club, Colonial Park, NJ  
October 2   Raritan Valley ATC supports Hatboro Dog Club, Wrightstown, PA 
October 3 Raritan Valley ATC Regional, Hatboro Dog Club, Wrightstown, PA 
October 4   Montgomery County Kennel Club, Blue Bell, PA 

November 5, 2019 
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Australian Terrier Trust 
“The AusTTrust”

Assisting the Australian Terrier Club of America Inc., 
in supporting our breed through Health and Education

In our Pedigrees today are Aussie’s that came from Jana’s Kennels; CH 
Jana’s Locommotion CD “Hogan” - Winning High in trail, owned and 
trained by Teresa Cleland.  Hogan sired 9 puppies out of which Sue 
and Petie chose “Mister” CH Ryba’s Batteries Not Included ROM who 
became prominent in the Ryba pedigree’s and sired multiple cham-
pions. Also remembered are, “Tazer” CH Jana’s Stungun CD and CH 
Jana’s Misdemeanor.

What memories from our dog life could be better than good times, 
good friends and great lovely Aussies ! 

•	 To learn How to Give go to AusTTrust go to https://www.austra-
lianterrier.org/austtrust 

•	 To learn How to include “AusTTrust” in your Will contact the  
Secretary of the AusTTrust Caren Holtby - caren@tidewalker.ca

Discussion with a Donor to the AusTTrust

Nedra and Jerry Adams were Breeders of Australian Terriers and Por-
tuguese Water Dogs under the kennel name Jana’s Kennel and were 
very active in the dog world from 1986 through to 2000’s.

With gratitude the Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust”) wants to 
remember Nedra and Jerry for their much appreciated donation of 
approximately $30,000. Nedra’s Will directed the Executors to donate 
monies to both of their beloved breeds clubs; the Australian Terrier 
and the Portuguese Water Dog equally with an emphasis on Health. 
This donation helped start the AusTTrust as we know it today. 

“Nedra was always concerned about the health of her dogs and began 
eye testing before it was common, she wanted to be confident that 
she did the best she could for the litters they bred” Teresa “Petie” 
Schreeder said “ Her’s was the first beneficiary donation allocated the 
Australian Terrier Trust (“AusTTrust”) whose mandate is to support the 
ATCA through Health and Education”

What stands out for you when you think of Nedra and Jerry and the 
dogs they owned and bred ? 

“Their dedication to their dogs, their great sense of humor, Jerry’s big, 
infectious laugh, shopping for dog trinkets with them at dog shows 
and some of the (Loud) Fun dinners the Jana and Ryba camps all had 
with everyone after a weekend of showing dogs. “ remembers Teresa 
Cleland.
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C                                             CANINE HEALTH INFORMATION CENTER 
    
PARENT CLUB REPORTING: AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA   
CHIC NUMBERS ISSUED OR UPDATED: Q3 - 2019    
     

Animal                                                                                      Date           New / Update     CHIC #              Reg #                                   
Dunham Lake Unanimous Decision
Dunham Lake Scout’s Honor
Samabel Banjopats Ain’t Over Till It’s Over
Dreamtime Melia Christhill
Melukylan Flying Finn
Shadowfax Good Day Hunter
Dunham Lake Bolero’s American Rhythm
Toga On Tap
Cooktown Red Scallywag
The Farm’s Spirit Of Rock And Roll
The Farm’s Joyful Water Spirit
Redwing Shoot The Moon
Temora Ri-Direct
Temora Zing Zing Zoom Zoom
Johmanda’s Banjo Dahling

07/11/2019
07/11/2019
07/03/2019
07/25/2019
09/12/2019
08/29/2019
07/11/2019
07/11/2019
07/18/2019
08/08/2019
08/08/2019
08/29/2019
08/29/2019
09/05/2019
09/12/2019

UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE
UPDATE

NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW
NEW

91045
111162
122057
123749
128243
129604
140962
140963
141197
141783
141784
141785
142321
142490
143405

RN22395201
RN27520001
RN28321602
RN28887806
RN29517801
RN29422601
RN28998301
RN30830601
RN30906001
RN31140601
RN31140608
RN32489502
RN31926702
RN32066406
RN30617703

Health Updates - Teresa Schreeder, Health Committee

Health incident 
NC-melanoma age unknown

Longevity 
OR- cancer unknown type , age unknown
Location unknown- unresponsive DM- age unknown

Fun Facts:

Research has shown that puppies learn to use 
the asymmetry of their tails to send a message. 
They use a left-right movement when interact-
ing with the unknown. Puppies tend to use a 
motion from right to left to communicate with 
the familiar.Duchess Alice of Gloucester and Princes William and Richard
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Cover Story......

GCH CH Toga On Tap
JJ

 The Farm’s First Start At Toga CGC x GCHB CH Samabel Lucy’s Dark Magic
Bred & Owned by Sue and Jim Gersin

Very proud of our home bred “JJ “ raised on Puppy Culture 
We owned and showed both Sire and Dam.

Started showing in 4-6 months winning numerous Terrier Group1 plus a BIS puppy
 
He was an AKC Champion at 9 months and Grand Champion at 18 months. 

He has continued to show - winning numerous BOB Including VA Terrier, Columbia Terrier

JJ has also had very limited showing (1-2 weekends) in NOHS placing every time.

JJ will continue his show career,  shown and conditioned by Catherine Pikul
Also starting back in the NOHS ring with owner Sue Gersin

We are looking forward to watching JJ grow with his challenges.
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Health Scoop
Is CDB Good for Dogs?

By Jan Reisen
Is CDB Good for Dogs?

CDB is catching everyone’s attention these days.  It seems to be the 
most interesting thing since sliced bread.  There are accounts of it cur-
ing everything and it seems to be the miracle drug.  But there is a a lot 
of misinformation going around about CDB.

What is CDB Oil?

CDB, or cannabidiol, is a compound found in cannabis and hemp.  Dr. 
Jerry Klein, AKC’s Chief Veterinary Officer says it is essential to note 
that in most cases, CDB does not contain delta-9-tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), the compound that gives marijuana its psychoactive 
properties.  In fact, most CDB products are derived from hemp and not 
from marihuana.

How Does CDB Affect Dogs?

Currently, there has been no formal study on how CDB affects dogs.  
What scientists do know is that cannabinoids interact with the endo-
cannabinoid receptors located in the central and peripheral nervous 
systems, which help maintain balance in the body and keep it in a 
normal healthy state.

What Afflictions can CDB Treat?

While there is no definitive scientific data on using CDB to treat 
dogs, there’s anecdotal evidence from dog owners suggesting it can 
treat pain, especially neuropathic pain, as well as helping to control 
seizures.

According to Dr. Klein, CDB is also used because of its anti-inflam-
matory properties, cardiac benefits, anti-nausea effects, appetite 
stimulation, anti-anxiety impact, and for possible anti-cancer benefits, 
although there is no conclusive data on this use.

The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) is currently sponsoring a 
study, through the Colorado State University’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, that will evaluate the use of CDB in 
treatment resistant epileptic dogs.  The CHF hopes that this will be the 
first study to gain scientific data on the use of CDB in dogs with this 
condition.

Possible Side Effects of CBD in Dogs

While there is no scientific data on the side effects of CDB usage 
in dogs, there are potential side effects based on how CDB affects 
humans.

Dry Mouth: Research has shown that CDB can decrease the produc-
tion of saliva.  For dogs, this would manifest in increased thirst.

Lowered Blood Pressure: High doses of CDB have been known to 
cause a temporary drop in blood pressure.  Even though the drop is 
small, it might create a brief feeling of light headedness.

Drowsiness: dog owners have used CDB to treat anxiety.  The calming 
effect of CDB can also cause slight drowsiness, especially when using 
higher doses.

Risks of Using CDB

The safety and risks of using CDB for dogs have not been researched.  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has not approved CDB and has 
not issued a dosing chart.  Therefore, we do not know what size dos-
age would be toxic.  Any medication or supplement carries the risk of 
reaction.  It is always advisable, when giving your dog something new, 
to start out with small amounts and then closely monitor the effect.  
And always check with your veterinarian first.

CDB Products on the Market

If you and your veterinarian decide that you should try CDB as a treat-
ment for your dog, there are a few things to keep in mind when pur-
chasing CDB oil.  Not all oils are the same: you’ll want high quality CDB 
oil to have a better chance of it working. Look for  organic.  If the CDB 
oil is not organic, it at least should not contain pesticides, fungicides, 
or solvents.

Don’t price shop.  The higher the quality and purity, the higher the 
cost.  You don’t want to go for a cheaper option that could have toxic 
substances such as pesticides, herbicides, or heavy metals.  Make sure 
your CBD oil is free of additives.

Get the analysis.  The manufacturer should provide a certificate that 
tells you the amount of CDB that is in the product.  Many CDB oils 
contain only small amounts of CDB.  You’ll also want to make sure 
there is little to no THC in the product.  Buy CDB as a tincture.  You can 
buy dog treats containing CDB but the best form to administer is a 
tincture.  This way, you can adjust your dog’s dose drop by drop.

The CDB Trend

Why are we hearing so much about CDB oil now?

Dr. Klein points to the legalization of marijuana in many places, which 
has triggered interest in marijuana related products.  “We are likely to 
see continued interest in CDB and an increase in research about its  
uses and efficacy in the coming years”, he says.

Reprinted with Permission 2019
www.ack.org
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REPORT OF THE AKC DELEGATE
09-10 September 2019

Newark, New Jersey
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH, Delegate

Canine Health Committee:

Dr. Diane Brown reported on the AKC/CHF Parent Club Health Confer-
ence, held in St. Louis, 9-11 August 2019.   Three hundred registrants 
comprised the largest attendance to date.  This included 31 veterinary 
students sponsored by the AKC and the OFA.  All 3 current therio-
genology residents were present as were representatives of 106 AKC 
Parent Clubs.  The presentations were recorded and are now in final 
production processing.   These will be made available when complete.  
Updates on current infectious diseases are available on http://www.
akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-concerns/top-health-concerns.
html  These include information on leptospirosis, parvovirus, rabies, 
heartworm disease, Chagas disease and brucellosis.  The resurgence 
of some of these diseases is related to the importation of foreign dogs 
and climate change.  The fact sheets are available in bulk if needed for 
distribution at shows or specialty meetings.

“Canines and Cocktails” will be held on Thursday, December 12, 7:30-
10:30 p.m. at the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando in conjunction with 
the AKC National Championship show.   The theme this year will be 
Motown Magic.  Tickets are $100 per person.  Put on your dancing 
shoes and open your wallets for this important event--profits from 
which will be devoted to canine health research.   Reservations and 
tickets are available at http://www.akcchf.org/news-events/events/
fundraising/2019-canines-and-cocktails.html

Forty-one new research grants have been awarded in 2019.   These are 
listed at:  http://www.akcchf.org/research/research-portfolio/program-
area/2019_Awarded_Grants.html

These include two new clinical trials.  The first, costing more than 
$300,000, will investigate the role of propranolol, a beta-blocking drug 
more commonly used in cardiology.  This trial will explore the drug’s 
possibility of increasing the effectiveness of chemotherapy with doxo-
rubicin in the treatment of canine hemangiosarcoma.  The second 
trial will test the effectiveness of new therapies in treating gallbladder 
mucoceles in dogs.  This can be a devastating, often fatal condition.
The summer edition of the AKC/CHF publication Discoveries is now 
available.  http://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/ar-
ticles/AKC-CHF-Discoveries-Summer-2019.pdf   The effect of the gut 
microbiome on brain function (and the dysfunction of epilepsy) is 
explored in this issue.

The AKC matching fund program has been met for cancer research.   
The match for new/lapsed donors is on target.  However, the match 
for donor-advised funds is lagging, and Parent Clubs are asked to con-
sider moving some of this money to active research.   Parent Clubs are 
also reminded of the new “scan method” for the Purina Weight Circle 
program.   The former “membership program” for both individuals and 
clubs has been relaunched.   Check it out at:  http://www.akcchf.org/
how-to-help/membership/

AKC Executive Vice President Keith Frazier presented an outline of 
Mari-Beth O’Neil’s recent work on veterinary outreach.   She attended 
the VMX veterinary meeting in Orlando, 19-23 January; the Student 
AVMA Symposium 2019 in Savannah, 9-11 March; and the Therio 
Conference 2019 in Savannah, 24-27 July.   All past and current therio 
residents, as well as the four previous veterinary scholarship recipients,

were present at the Theriogenology Conference.   All spent an evening 
with Mari-Beth, at an event she arranged.  Patti Strand of the NAIA 
also spoke at the conference on the health consequences of imported 
“rescue dogs.”

Mari-Beth spoke at the AVMA meeting in Washington, D.C., 2-6 August, 
on canine obesity and AKC’S “Fit Dog” program.   Dr. Jerry Klein, AKC 
Chief Veterinary Officer, also attended.   AKC’s VetNet program is being 
re-promoted.  

Nine veterinary students and two undergraduates attended the Cary 
and Durham Kennel Club shows in August at Mari-Beth’s invitation.  
The students were able to observe two health clinics conducted as 
part of the shows, and met with Dr. Katherine Settle, a reproductive 
specialist and Black and Tan Coonhound breeder.  She spent an hour 
answering the students’ questions and encouraging them to enter the 
field of theriogenology.   In one of the health clinics, Dr. Susie Hughes, 
a Dalmatian and Whippet breeder and N.C. State alumna explained 
the Baer hearing test.   She also demonstrated a dental evaluation and 
an evaluation for patellar luxation.   The students were able to observe 
a Junior Registered Handlers Program clinic and the English Foxhound 
National Specialty judging.   Three of the students had specific breed 
interests, and arrangements were made for them to meet with breed-
ers of those breeds.   

Anne Bowes, a well-known Pembroke Corgi breeder, organized the 
Ladies Dog Club to get Tufts veterinary students to local dog shows.  
She and Mari-Beth continue to work on improving these experiences 
so that students better understand purebred dogs and the work that 
breeders do in order to produce healthy dogs.   Until this last Par-
ent Club Health Conference, no veterinary students from Tufts had 
attended.   This year two students who had previously been given a 
dog show tour by the Ladies Dog Club attended, bringing with them a 
third student from Tufts.

Mari-Beth will attend the N.Y. Veterinary Conference in November at 
the Javits Center.  

Lunch and learn sessions continue with 12 so far this year and two 
more planned, at Penn and at Purdue, where Dr Jerry Klein will meet 
with the veterinary students.

Eddie Dziuk reported that 187 breeds are now participating in the 
CHIC program.   There are 136,000 dogs who have obtained CHIC 
numbers.   One hundred ninety-eight breeds are represented in the 
DNA bank, with 30,000 samples.  Sixty percent are blood samples, and 
40% are cheek swabs. He asked that Parent Clubs review their CHIC 
requirements to ensure that their testing is still pertinent and reflects 
any recent advances. He also asked that Parent Club members who 
have submitted DNA samples update the health history of those dogs, 
particularly if the samples were submitted when the dogs were pup-
pies.  This can be accomplished by sending him an email at ofa@offa.
org.

Eddie also reported that the National Parent Club Health Conference 
held in August was the 7th which veterinary students had attended.  
This year the 31 students represented 17 different schools, and 1/3 
indicated that they would be interested in pursuing a career in the
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riogenology.  He also noted that three new AKC/AKCCHF/TF therio-
genology residencies would be established this year at The Ohio State 
University, Colorado State University, and the University of Missouri.  
AKC Executive Vice President Mark Dunn spoke briefly about the ad 
hoc committee on canine genetic testing, appointed by AKC Chairman 
William J. Feeney. AKC board member Karolynne McAteer is now chair-
ing the committee.  Eddie Dziuk, Susan Hamel, Patti Strand (NAIA), 
and two faculty members at N.C. State, Dr. Mathew Breen and Dr. Julie 
Allwood, also serve on the committee.

Alan Kalter, past Chairman of the AKC Board, reported on the Sustain-
ability Sub-committee meeting held on the previous evening.  He said 
the message was the same: “more people need to breed more dogs.”   
Three hundred thirty million Americans have 90 million dogs.  It is esti-
mated that 8.5-9 million “replacement dogs” are needed every year, yet 
the U.S. produces only 4.5 million dogs per year from all sources.   This 
accounts for the enormous influx of foreign dogs being brought into 
the country.   Market research reveals that “millennials,” sometimes 
defined as those born between 1982 and 2004, comprise the genera-
tion most interested in owning purebred dogs.  Mr. Kalter feels that 
this generation should be encouraged to breed purebred dogs.

Limited Registration continues to attract increased criticism.  Breeders 
are strongly encouraged, if they sell dogs under Limited Registration, 
to discourage neutering and to revisit the dog’s breeding suitability at 
age 3 or 4.

It was reported by Dr. Joellen Gregory that the Dog Show Rules 
Committee had adopted the simpler, more general health statement 
recommended by the Canine Health Committee for replacement of 
Chapter 2, Section 10 of the Dog Show Rules.   This will be forwarded 
to the AKC Board for approval and then submitted to the Delegates for 
a vote.A brief report was given by Karen Dorn, Delegate from the Dan-
die Dinmont Club of America, on the Club’s survey of 100 dog breed-
ers in order to identify successful breeding practices which might be 
used to mentor new breeders.   If you receive one of these surveys in 
an email, please complete and return it.   Breeders in the U.S., the U.K. 
and Australia are being surveyed.

The work of Joellen Gregory and the Otterhound Club of America in 
creating an Otterhound reproduction bank has drawn tremendous 
interest from several other small population breeds.  This work ensures 
that the specimens of worthy dogs collected in the past are preserved 
and strives to preserve the semen of all new puppies. Those interested 
in this approach to breed sustainability should visit the website at 
http://www.ohca-reprobank.org

Dog Show Rules Committee:    

I attended this meeting in order to present the rationale for the 
change in the health statement contained in Chapter 11, Section 9 of 
the Dog Show Rules to a more general one which would not need to 
be updated frequently.  Fortunately, this request of the Canine Health 
Committee was approved and sent forward to the AKC Board for its 
review.   

There was a long discussion of the type of scale which should be 
provided by the superintendents for those breeds who define the re-
quired upper weight limits in their standards and who are thus subject 
to “weighing out.”   The French Bulldogs seem to be the most affected 
by the lack of suitable sales since this breed has been increasing in 
size due to the importation of heavier European dogs stimulated by 
the rapid increase in the popularity of the breed.  French Bulldogs 
are now one of the three breeds with the largest entries at conforma-
tion shows.  The parent club is currently unwilling to alter its breed 
standard .

There was some discussion of whether judges should be permitted to 
show in the National Owner Handled Series.  The prevailing opinion 
seemed to be that they should, and no action was taken.
There was also discussion about whether a champion of record, who 
had mistakenly entered in the Open Class, could be moved-up to Best 
of Breed.  The current rule is that a dog could only be moved-up if it 
had achieved its championship, but the owner had not yet received 
written notice from the AKC.  Since, in fact, a champion of record is 
eligible to enter the Open Class, the rule was preserved in its current 
form.

There was no report form the Discussion Group on Future Possibilities 
for Dog Shows, under the chairmanship of Dr. A. Duane Butherus, as 
the group had not yet come to any conclusions as to how to improve 
conformation shows in order to simplify the entry process and make 
them more appealing to exhibitors.

Despite an appeal from an obedience club that several of its members 
be allowed to assume the position of Show Secretary for numerous 
trials without applying to become dog show superintendents, the 
current rule limiting show secretaries to two shows per year was not 
changed.

The Scottish Terrier Club of America asked that it be made clear that 
parent clubs are primarily responsible for the procedure by which 
sweepstakes and futurities are judged.   This was affirmed and will be 
reflected in the Dog Show Manual.

The request of a delegate that the owners of all dogs entering a dog 
show be required to produce the rabies certificates relevant to those 
dogs was rejected as impractical.   Nonetheless, of course, it is recom-
mended that the certificates of those dogs accompany the dogs, 
especially if traveling out of state.

Similarly the request that the premium list provide the phone number 
of the show chairman so that the show chairman could be contacted 
in the event that an emergency prevented the judge from judging at 
the show was rejected as unnecessary as it was though that the judge 
accepting an assignment should enter an appropriate contact number 
for that show in his/her cell phone.

Delegates Meeting:

Elections for the Delegate Standing Committees were held.  (All com-
mittee terms are 3 years, with 1/3 of the positions up for election every 
year.)   

The Forum was presented by Bill Shelton, a breeder of Pembroke 
Welsh Corgis, and Doug Johnson, a breeder of Clumber, Sussex and 
Welsh Springer, and English Toy Spaniels.  Both men breed multiple 
litters a year, and the presentation seemed designed to support the 
current push by the AKC and the Delegate Sustainability Committee 
for more members of the fancy to breed more dogs.

Introduction of New Delegates:  I was please to introduce Julie Kirk-
patrick of Albuquerque as the new delegate for the Rio Grande Kennel 
Club.  Julie makes the fourth ATCA member of the Delegate Body.  
Apart from Julie and myself, ATCA members include Ida Ellen Wein-
stock (Montgomery County Kennel Club) and Alexa Samarotto (Bronx 
County Kennel Club), each of whom has served more than 26 years.

President Dennis Sprung reported that the AKC had contributed 
$27.7 million to the Canine Health Foundation since 1995.  He remind-
ed the delegates that the AKC Humane Fund would donate money to 
those rescue groups recommended by parent clubs.  The Human Fund 
has supported rescue organizations in 21 states, and he asked the
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delegates to encourage any affiliated rescue groups to apply for 
grants, which thus far have been 100% accepted.   Scholarships 
awarded to Juniors and to veterinary students total $1.5 million, and 
theriogenology residencies have been supported in an amount total-
ing $1 million.  $4 million has been contributed to the Museum of the 
Dog apart from the $16 million associated with its relocation from 
Missouri to NYC.

There followed a brief presentation from the AKC Social Media Direc-
tor who stated that 7100 U.S. dog clubs maintain Facebook pages and 
that 74% of these clubs update daily.  The AKC Facebook page has 4 
million followers and is updated 4-5 times a day.  “Groups” are being 
emphasized by Facebook as a way of sharing information.  There are 
both “public” and “private” groups.   Clubs advertising events were 
encouraged to add the AKC Facebook page as a “co-host.”

Chief Financial Officer Joseph Buffoto gave the financial report.  Total 
revenue of $45.3 million was offset by total expenses of $42 million, 
reflecting an operating income of $3.3, up from $548 thousand last 
year. Year-to-date revenue has increased by $2 million or 4.6%.  Year-
to-date dogs registered 357,500, up 2.75%; litters registered 152,000, 
up 1.8%.  These increases produced an additional $625 thousand.   
Other registration items have increased by $449 thousand or 5.5%.   
Investments have yielded a 12.25% unrealized gain, a $12.3 million 
increase.  Sports and events income is up $771 thousand, or 8.5%.  
Royalty and sponsorship revenue is up $142 thousand, or 9%.  AKC TV 
has yielded $227 thousand in new revenue so far in 2019.

Costs are down.  Payroll and benefits costs have decreased by $112 
thousand, or 1% despite an increase in FTE’s from 345 to 357.  Consult-
ing costs are down $989 thousand.  Cost of supplies has decrease by 
$200 thousand or 18%.  

Total assets are $174.1 million, more than 65% of which is in cash and 
investments.  Total liabilities are $104.7, almost 60% of which are in 
long term pension and post retirement benefit obligations.  (Pension 
benefit plan has been frozen since 12/31,2011.)  Net assets of $70.2 
million have remained fairly constant.

Votes on Rules Applying to Dog Shows: A change was made to 
the procedure of assigning dogs to rings was made which will allow 
clubs to efficiently close out a ring on the day of the shows, and this 
passed.

A proposal which would have allowed the wearing of lapel pins in the 
ring which denoted 
membership in local, 
national or charitable 
organizations did not 
pass.

A change which al-
lowed move-ups to 
occur when an award 
has been cancelled in 
any class, including 
non-regular classes, 
groups and Best in 
Show, passed.

It’s never too early to start preparing for a career with dogs. A career 
with dogs requires a love and compassion for animals. Working with 
and for animals now will prepare you with skills you may need in your 
career. Many careers such as veterinary medicine require a college 
education, which makes it important to maintain good grades in 
school and develop self-discipline. This will allow you to get into a 
veterinary college of your choice.  Below are a few things you can do 
now to prepare for a career with dogs.

•	 Choose electives in high school that will help you get into the 
college or trade school of your choice. 

•	 If you want to become a Veterinarian, develop an aptitude for 
chemistry, biology, and physics. 

•	 Volunteer to feed, walk, or bathe local dogs when their owners 
need assistance. 

•	 Volunteer to collect supplies or money for local animal shelters 
and other animal related organizations. 

•	 Study dog breeds by reading and researching them on the AKC’s 
web site www.akc.org. 

•	 Write to government officials about issues facing the dog popula-
tion. Ask your teachers to help locate contact information. Visit 
the Canine Legislation section of the AKC Web site for issues in 
your state. 

•	 Get involved in the dog show world by joining Junior Showman-
ship. 

•	  Visit dog shows in your area. Talk to handlers and observe dogs 
and handlers in the ring. 

•	 Join 4-H and get involved in canine activities. 

•	 Find part-time or volunteer work in the field you would like to go 
into. 

•	 Interview or job-shadow someone in the field you are interested 
in to learn more about what they do. 

•	 Find ways to promote responsible dog ownership in your com-
munity, i.e. ask permission to post responsible dog ownership 
flyers located on the AKC Web site in your local grocery of veteri-
narian’s office.

•	 Attend a local obedience class with your dog and practice train-
ing skills daily. 

Reprinted with Permission 2019 
www.akc.org

British Prime Minister  Sir Anthony Eden 
and his dog

16                                                                                                           

Things Children Can Do 
Now to Prepare for a 

Career in Dogs

http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org


etter from the EditorL
As I sit here writing this I have to say I am sorry to be leaving the posi-
tion as Editor, but that I also know it is time to pass the torch! There are 
lots of exciting things happening at Temora and this is where I need to 
focus my creativity and efforts for now. 

I have been your Editor going on 8, almost 9 years now and I have 
really enjoyed it! I gave it my all and I hope everyone enjoyed the 
magazine as much as I enjoyed putting it together. I am very proud of 
how the magazine evolved over the years and how well it represented 
our membership and the Australian Terrier.

I have included in this issue many photos of Aussies and members of 
the past. In order to move forward, you have to appreciate what came 
before you. What better way to do that than to honor the dogs and 
members of our past!

I want to take the time to say ‘Thank You’ to a few people that were 
always there to lend a helping hand.

Susan Saulvester, I could NOT have done the job I did without you! 
You were there giving me not only friendship over the years, but 
help with each issue by providing stats, ideas, and a few articles for 
each issue. You were my sounding board in finding ways to make the 
magazine more inviting to not only to our peers, but the people that 
buy puppies from us as pets. I hope everyone sends a warm message to 
Susan thanking her for her help. This magazine could NOT be what it is 
without her assistance!

Heather Williams was my proof-reader. She recently moved to Seattle 
Washington and took a new job with Amazon where she can bring her 
Australian Terrier’s to work! She helped make my life easier by making 
sure I was 99.99% correct in spelling and punctuation!  I know, I have 
spell check but sometimes even with it, I missed stuff!

Leslie Hoy, she is not a member, 
but in the very beginning she 
taught me so much about how to 
put a magazine together. She and 
her husband published a motor-
cycle magazine, so she showed 
me about formats and fonts and 
the fact I did not need 20 differ-
ent types of fonts on my headers 
when I made up each issue. I have 
included one of her articles that 
she wrote in this last issue I will be 
part of. 

 Thank you  also Brenda Brown 
who wrote the UK articles for 
many years.

As you can see, the staffing for the magazine was small, but mighty. 
Again, thank you to everyone that helped with the magazine. It was no 
small feat to put this together and I certainly appreciated any and all 
the help I received over the years!

To the Members and Judges, Thank You for participating when asked 
questions! I really enjoyed that part of the magazine! It is always nice 
to see what breeders, exhibitors and judges have to say about the 
breed! You may not always agree with what is said, BUT most impor-
tantly, each response teaches you something! I hope this portion of the 
magazine continues, I always looked forward to peoples feedback!

It has been an honor to be part of the magazine and to take it to the 
next level of excellence. Thank You for the opportunity to show the 
club what I could do!
 

Hug your Aussie tonight and every night!

Julie Seaton
Editor
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Companion Animal Eye Registry (CAER) OVERVIEW

The purpose of the OFA Companion Animal Eye Registry (CAER)eye 
certification ofa is to provide breeders with information regarding 
canine eye diseases so that they may make informed breeding deci-
sions in an effort to produce healthier dogs. CAER certifications will 
be performed by board certified (ACVO) veterinary ophthalmologists. 
Regardless of whether owners submit their CAER exam forms to the 
OFA for “certification,” all CAER exam data is collected for aggregate 
statistical purposes to provide information on trends in eye disease 
and breed susceptibility. Clinicians and students of ophthalmology 
as well as interested breed clubs, individual breeders and owners of 
specific breeds will find this useful.

Eye Disease Genetics

Genetic diseases are those that are passed on from parent to offspring 
through genes that carry the codes for each specific trait. Many of the 
diseases and disorders that affect the eyes have genetic factors.

How do we identify an inherited eye disease?
Although there are noteworthy exceptions, most of the ocular dis-
eases of dogs presumed to be hereditary have not been adequately 
documented. Genetic studies require examination of large numbers 
of related animals in order to characterize the disorder (age of onset, 
characteristic appearance, rate of progression) and to define the mode 
of inheritance (recessive, dominant). In a clinical situation, related 
animals are frequently not available for examination once a disorder 
suspected as inherited is identified in an individual dog. Maintain-
ing a number of dogs for controlled breeding trials through several 
generations is a long and costly process. Both of these obstacles are 
compounded by the fact that many ocular conditions do not develop 
until later in life. Until the genetic basis of an ocular disorder is defined 
in a peer-reviewed published report, we rely on what statistical 
information is available from registry organizations, informed opinions 
and consensus from ACVO diplomates. We must satisfy ourselves 
with terms like “presumed inherited” and “suspected to be inherited.” 
Several companies provide information on genetic testing and greatly 
assist in providing more information and data to aid in defining the 
canine genetics of ocular diseases.

There are eye diseases in the dog for which there is evidence of a 
genetic or heritable cause. The American College of Veterinary Oph-
thalmologists has listed ten of these diseases as automatic “fails” (this 
means the affected dog is ineligible to receive an eye certification) 
because of the significance of the condition to vision and/or the very 
strong evidence of heritability.

Portions of the material above have been reprinted with permission of the Ameri-
can College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists from the publication “Ocular Condi-
tions Presumed to be Inherited in Purebred Dogs”, 5th Edition, 2010, produced by 
the Genetics Committee of the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists, © 
American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists.

Eye Exam

Eye Evaluation Criteria: What to Expect During the Exam
OFA Eye Certification examinations are screening exams performed by 
board certified veterinary ophthalmologists. The exams can take place 
either in the veterinary office or at a special clinic held in conjunction 
with another event (such as a dog show).

Bring your dog’s information to the exam so the exam form may be 
completed properly. Required information includes: registration 
number, owner’s name and contact information, dog’s registered 
name, date of birth, sex, breed/variety, and if applicable, permanent 
identification (via microchip or tattoo).

The exam is performed 30 to 40 minutes after pupil-dilating drops 
are placed in the eyes. The Eye Certification exam consists of indirect 
ophthalmoscopy and slit lamp biomicroscopy. It is not a comprehen-
sive ocular health examination, but rather an eye screening exam. For 
example, Eye Certification exams do not entail measuring tear produc-
tion, staining the eyes for the presence of corneal ulcers, or measuring 
intraocular pressures. Gonioscopy, tonometry, Schirmer tear test, elec-
troretinography, and ultrasonography are not routinely performed; 
thus, dogs with goniodysgenesis, glaucoma, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, 
early lens luxation/subluxation or some early cases of progressive 
retinal atrophy might not be detected without further testing. If a seri-
ous ocular health problem (such as glaucoma) is suspected during the 
Eye Certification exam, the examiner will recommend a more compre-
hensive ocular examination. The diagnoses obtained during an OFA 
Companion Animal Eye Registry exam refer only to the observable 
phenotype (clinical appearance) of an animal. Thus it is possible for a 
clinically normal animal to be a carrier (abnormal genotype) of genetic 
abnormalities.
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CAER Number Eligibility

Conditions that prevent eligibility for an OFA CAER Number There are 
currently ten disorders for which there is an unequivocal recommen-
dation against breeding in all breeds. These diagnoses are ineligible 
for OFA Eye Registry certifications. These are conditions which fre-
quently result in blindness and for which there is definite evidence of 
heritability in one or more breeds.

*Note: The prudent approach to these disorders is to assume they 
are hereditary except in cases specifically known to be associated 
with trauma, other causes of ocular inflammation, specific metabolic 
diseases or nutritional deficiencies.

1. Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (KCS) – Breeding is not recommended 
for any animal demonstrating keratitis consistent with KCS. The 
prudent approach is to assume KCS to be hereditary except in 
cases suspected to be non-genetic in origin. See above note.

2. Cataract – Breeding is not recommended for any animal dem-
onstrating partial or complete opacity of the lens or its capsule 
unless the examiner has also checked the space for “significance 
of above cataract unknown” or unless specified otherwise for the 
particular breed. See above note.

3. Lens luxation or subluxation – See above note.
4. Glaucoma – See above note.
5. Persistent hyperplastic primary vitreous (PHPV)
6. Retinal detachment – See above note.
7. Retinal dysplasia – geographic or detached forms – See above 

note.
8. Optic nerve coloboma
9. Optic nerve hypoplasia
10. Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) – Breeding is not advised for 

any animal demonstrating bilaterally symmetric retinal degenera-
tion (considered to be PRA unless proven otherwise).

Other Factors Regarding Eligibility for an OFA CAER Number

Two categories of advice regarding breeding have been established 
by the Genetics Committee of the ACVO:

“NO”: Substantial evidence exists to support the heritability of this 
entity AND/OR the entity represents a potential compromise of vision 
or other ocular function. Refer to the section titled “Conditions that 
prevent eligibility for an OFA Eye Certification Number” for a list of 
disorders with an unequivocal recommendation against breeding, 
regardless of breed. Click here to see a complete listing of conditions 
which may make the dog ineligible for a certification number. Some of 
these conditions are breed specific.

“BREEDER OPTION”: Entity is suspected to be inherited but does not 
represent potential compromise of vision or other ocular function. 
Please note, although the dog will ‘pass’ it will have additional docu-
mentation on its OFA Eye Certification number with a category listing 
the problem. Click here to see a listing of Breeder Option Codes. Some 
Breeder Option Codes are breed specific.

When the breeding advice is ”NO,” even a minor clinical form of the en-
tity would make this animal unsuitable for breeding. When the advice 
is ”BREEDER OPTION,” caution is advised. In time, it may be appropri-
ate to modify this stand to “NO” based on accumulated evidence. If it 
becomes apparent that there is insufficient evidence that an entity is 
inherited, it may be deleted from the list.

Eye Registration Procedures

After the painless examination of the dog’s eyes, the board certified 
veterinary ophthalmologist will complete the OFA Companion Animal 
Eye Registry (CAER) form and indicate any specific disease(s) found. 
ecr_stepsThe forms are in triplicate. One copy is for the vet’s records, 
one is for the owner, and one is for the OFA’s Clinical Database.

Breeding advice will be offered based on guidelines established for 
that particular breed by the Genetics Committee of the American 
College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO). Bear in mind that the 
OFA and the ACVO are separate, but cooperating entities. The ACVO 
only provides their professional services and expertise to ensure that 
uniform standards are upheld for the certification of dog’s eyes with 
the OFA.

Once the OFA receives the form from the veterinary ophthalmologist, 
the information will be recorded for aggregate statistical purposes to 
monitor breed specific trends and susceptibility. This information will 
NOT be released to the OFA website, and will NOT result in a certifica-
tion number unless the owner submits their copy of the form.

The owner has the option of sending their copy of the form, along 
with appropriate payment, to the OFA for entry into the CAER. Upon 
owner submission of results to the CAER, dogs with passing results, 
including those with “breeder option codes,” are issued certification 
numbers. A report is printed and sent to the owner, and the results are 
published on the OFA website. Owners also have the option of submit-
ting non-passing results to the registry. If the abnormal release block 
on the application form is initialed, these results will also be published 
on the OFA website, although no certification number is issued. In or-
der to encourage open sharing of results, there is no charge to submit 
abnormal results into the open database.

Certification is valid for 12 months from the date of the eye exam. 
Annual re-examination is recommended.
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 AUSTRALIAN TERRIER 
 
 
 

 DISORDER INHERITANCE REFERENCE BREEDING ADVICE 
     
A. Persistent pupillary 

membranes 
   

 - iris to iris Not defined 1 Breeder option 
 - lens pigment foci/no 

strands 
Not defined 2 Passes with no 

notation 
     
B.  Cataract Not defined 3 NO 

 
 
Description and Comments 
 
A. Persistent pupillary membranes (PPMs) 
 

Persistent blood vessel remnants in the anterior chamber of the eye which fail to regress 
normally by 3 months of age. These strands may bridge from iris to iris, iris to cornea, iris to 
lens, or form sheets of tissue in the anterior chamber. The last three forms pose the greatest 
threat to vision and when severe, vision impairment or blindness may occur. 
 
Lens pigment foci/no strands is considered an insignificant finding and therefore not noted 
on the certificate. 

 
B. Cataract 
 

A partial or complete opacity of the lens and/or its capsule. In cases where cataracts are 
complete and affect both eyes, blindness results. The prudent approach is to assume 
cataracts to be hereditary except in cases known to be associated with trauma, other causes 
of ocular inflammation, specific metabolic diseases, persistent pupillary membrane, 
persistent hyaloid, or nutritional deficiencies. Cataracts may involve the lens completely 
(diffuse) or in a localized region. 

 
References 
 
There are no references providing detailed descriptions of hereditary ocular conditions of the 
Australian Terrier breed. The conditions listed above are generally recognized to exist in this breed, 
as evidenced by identification on breed eye screening examinations and/or clinical experience of 
veterinary ophthalmologists. 
 
1. ACVO Genetics Committee, 2007 and/or Data from CERF All-Breeds Report, 2002-2006.  

2. ACVO Genetics Committee, 2016 and/or Data from CERF/OFA All-Breeds Report, 2010-
2015. 

 
3. ACVO Genetics Committee, 2005 and/or Data from CERF All-Breeds Report, 2003-2004.  
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OCULAR DISORDERS REPORT - AUSTRALIAN TERRIERS

1991-2013 2014-2018

OTHER
900.000other,unspecified
900.100other,notinherited
900.110other.suspectnotinherited/significanceunknown

4 0.5%
9 1.2%
1 0.1%

0
4 1.7%
1 0.4%

NORMAL
0.000normalglobe 65990.4% 17974.9%

TOTALDOGSEXAM-
INEDDiagnosticName

1991-
2013

2014-
2018

GLOBE
10.000glaucoma 1 0.1% 0

EYELIDS
21.000entropion,unspecified
25.110distichiasis

2 0.3%
3 0.4%

0
0

CORNEA
70.220pigmentarykeratitis
70.700cornealdystrophy

0
4 0.5%

1 0.4%
0

UVEA
93.710persistentpupillarymembranes,iristoiris
93.720persistentpupillarymembranes,iristolens
93.730persistentpupillarymembranes,iristocornea
93.750persistentpupillarymembranes,lenspigmentfoci/nostrands
93.760persistentpupillarymembranes,endothelialopacity/nos-

trands

15 2.1%
1 0.1%
3 0.4%
4 0.5%
1 0.1%

3615.1%
0
0
9 3.8%
0

LENS
100.200cataract,unspecified
100.210cataract.suspectnotinherited/significanceunknown
100.301punctatecataract,anteriorcortex
100.302punctatecataract,posteriorcortex
100.303punctatecataract,equatorialcortex
100.305punctatecataract,posteriorsutures
100.306punctatecataract,nucleus
100.311incipientcataract,anteriorcortex
100.312incipientcataract,posteriorcortex
100.313incipientcataract,equatorialcortex
100.314incipientcataract,anteriorsutures
100.316incipientcataract,nucleus
100.317incipientcataract,capsular
100.323incompletecataract,equatorialcortex
100.326incompletecataract,nucleus
100.330generalized/completecataract
100.375subluxation/luxation,unspecified
100.999significantcataracts(summary)

2 0.3%
22 3.0%
3 0.4%
2 0.3%
0
2 0.3%
1 0.1%
5 0.7%
4 0.5%
4 0.5%
1 0.1%
0
0
0
0
8 1.1%
1 0.1%

32 4.4%

0
14 5.9%
0
0
2 0.8%
0
1 0.4%
0
0
1 0.4%
0
1 0.4%
1 0.4%
1 0.4%
1 0.4%
0
0
8 3.3%

VITREOUS
110.320vitrealdegeneration 2 0.3% 1 0.4%

RETINA
120.170retinaldysplasia,folds
120.310generalizedprogressiveretinalatrophy(PRA)
120.400retinalhemorrhage

3 0.4%
3 0.4%
1 0.1%

0
0
0

OPTICNERVE
130.110micropapilla 0 1 0.4%
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The STANDARD broken down                                                           
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This issue we will focus on: 
                                            NECK - TOPLINE - BODY
Neck -  Neck is long, slightly arched and strong, blending smoothly into well laid back shoulders

Correct
Shoulder well laid back, 

of equal length to upper arm

InCorrect
Straight (steep) shoulder 

too short neck

InCorrect
High Over Rear

Correct

InCorrect
Roached

InCorrect
Sway-Backed
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Correct Incorrect
Too Long In Loin

Incorrect
Cobby

Body -  The body is of sturdy structure with ribs well-sprung but not rounded, forming a chest reaching slightly 
below the elbows with a distinct keel. The loin is strong and fairly short with slight tuck-up. Faults: Cobbiness, 
too long in loin.

The forechest extends well forward of the front legs. The keel of the chest expends below the elbows.

Definitions:
NECK: Long, slightly arched, shapely and strong, it blends into 
shoulders that are long and well laid back. The proper length and 
arch of neck and the way the neck blends into the body are essen-
tial factors to correct Aussie balance.

SHOULDERS: Long, well laid back, set on high, clean and free from 
muscle build-up. Loaded, short, or straight shoulders are incorrect. 
In the Australian Terrier the upper arm should equal the length of 
the shoulder blade. the elbows should like flat against the side of 
the rib cage or chest and turn neither in nor out.

Glossary:
CHEST: The section of the body or trunk between the neck in front and the abdomen behind, that part enclosed by the ribs
COBBY: Short-bodied, short in overall proportions (height to length) 
FORECHEST: Section of chest in front of the forelegs 
KEEL: Rounded outline of the lower chest, between prosternum (frontmost portion of the breastbone that projects beyond the 
point of the shoulder when seen in profile) and the rearmost end of the breastbone, resembling the keel of a boat.
LAYBACK: The angle of the shoulder blade as compared with the vertical 
LOADED SHOULDERS: Shoulder blades shoved out from the body by over-development of the muscles: excessive development 
of the muscles on the outside surface of the shoulder blades. 
LOIN: Part of the body on either side of the vertebral column between the last ribs and the hindquarters 
ROACHED BACK: A convex curvature of the back toward the loins 
SPRING OF RIBS: The shape or arch of the ribs after they leave the vertebrae 
STRAIGHT SHOULDERS: The shoulder blades rather straight up and down, as opposed to sloping or well laid back. Also referred 
to as steep or upright shoulders. 
TOPLINE: The line of the back between withers and front of tail 
TUCK-UP: The shallower body depth at the loin 
UPPER ARM: The bone of the foreleg (humerus) between shoulder blade and forearm 
WELL LAID BACK: Describes shoulder placement: from the point of the shoulder where the blade meets the upper arm it angles 
away from the vertical toward the rear of the dog. Shoulders that are well angulated are said to be well laid back





Across The Pond by Brenda Brown

BREEDERS IN THE UK – THEN AND NOW
 
Australian Terriers first arrived in the UK in 1896 and one was shown in 
1906, but there is little evidence of any actual breeding in those very 
early days. We do know that Aussies were regularly shown at National 
Terrier in the 1920s. 

A very early breeder, Jenny Rodocanachi (Toorak) bred the first dog 
and bitch to gain their UK Ch titles, which they did in the mid 1930s. 
They were the drop-eared Ch Sam of Toorak and his prick-eared sister 
(from a later litter), Ch Sally of Toorak, owned by Daphne Rodocanachi.

The next most influential breeder was Helena, Countess of Stradbroke.  
The Earl and Countess worked tirelessly to gain official recognition 
from The Kennel Club for both our breed and the Australian Terrier 
Club. They achieved both in 1933. Among the more prominent breed-
ers in the 1930s were Lady Stradbroke (Henham), the Hon. Mrs. Bassett 
(Majiga), the Hon. Wilhelmina Alexander (Faygate), Mrs. Anna Stillwell 
(Clewer pre-war/Clewervilage post-war), and Dalmatian breeder/
owner Miss Evelyn Barnes (Of the Wells).

During the war years (1939 - 1945), a small band of breeders kept 
our breed going. The safest way to protect our breed was to relocate 
their dogs to people living in the countryside. That way, when the war 
ended and life got back to some semblance of normality, breeding 
could resume and at least there were a few Aussies to give them a 
chance to get back on track. 

Ch Dandy of Zellah, bred in 1940, was thought by many to be a top-
quality Aussie. He was used extensively when breeding got under way 
again. The Australian Terrier Club had the only Ch show in the UK in 
1946; Dandy won the Dog CC that day, repeating that win in 1947 and 
gaining his Ch title in April 1948. 

In the late 1940s and 50s, a number of quality Aussies  and shows 
were to be found in Ireland. One of the best Irish-owned Aussies was 
Ch Tawny Boy of Billabong. Sadly, he was stolen in the late 40s and 
was never recovered. During the 1950s, Evelyn Swyer (Elvyne) came 
to the fore and her kennel was very successful in the show ring. Her 
kennel manager and handler was Joan Ireland, who wrote a book on 
the breed. Evelyn Swyer exported a small number of Aussies to the US 
to help establish the breed there. One was to become Am Ch Elvyne 
Regal Salute CD Ex and Elvyne Blue Taffeta, who was the dam of Am 
Ch Cooees Straleon Aussie, the very first Aussie to gain an AKC title.

In the 50s and 60s, Mrs Winifred Dunn’s Dunhall Aussies came to 
prominence and did a lot of winning.  During the 60s and 70s, Irene 
(known to all as Rene) Sanderson and her husband Harold’s Spenmoss 
kennel achieved great success, often doing “the double,” winning 
both the Dog and Bitch CC at the same show. It was this kennel that 
achieved the highest-ever honor for our breed when their dog Ch 
Spenmoss Blue Jubilation was awarded reserve (runner-up) in group 
at Blackpool Ch show in June 1976.

During the latter part of the 70s into the 80s, Win Pearson (Rivelin) 
won numerous CCs but the most successful kennel throughout the 
1980s was owned by me - Brenda Brown (Ralindi).

In the early 1990s Dorothy and her daughter Felicity Snook’s Pitcombe 
Aussies came to the fore. Dorothy and Felicity imported an in-whelp 
bitch from the Tahee Kennels in NSW and this litter produced three 
Chs, two dogs and a bitch. The bitch and one dog were owned by 
Dorothy and Felicity and the other Ch male, who was “the pick” of 
the dogs in that litter, came to us at Ralindi. He was co-owned by my 
husband Bill and Aussie enthusiast, the late Abe Harkness.

Brian and Velma Hodgson (Brimartz) had the most successful kennel 
throughout the 1990s. Sadly, Brian passed away in July 2003 and al-
though Velma still shows very occasionally, she has not bred for some 
time now. 

By the end of the 90s, Sheila Stoddart had imported a dog and bitch 
from the US. The bitch, Ch Dinky Di Southern Cross, made breed his-
tory when she became the first-ever Aussie to win a Group at a Ch 
show in the UK, which she did in 1999 at City of Birmingham.  I am 
delighted to say I was the judge who awarded her Best of Breed that 
day. Sheila has done a lot of winning with her Millvalley Aussies ever 
since and she also has the distinction of breeding and owning Ch/Am 
Ch Millvalley Red Rufus, the first Aussie to ever achieve this on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Sue McCourt (Silhill) came into our breed in 2002 when she got a red 
bitch from Millvalley that she initially co-owned with Sheila. This was 
followed up with a second red bitch from Sheila that was in Sue’s sole 
ownership. Both soon achieved their Ch titles.  The first bitch went into 
Sue’s individual ownership and Sue subsequently bred her first litter 
of Aussies in 2004. Sue has achieved a great deal of success since then, 
winning BIS and Res BIS awards at all-breeds Ch shows plus a number 
of groups and group placings.  

Over the years there have been very few Australian Terrier breeders 
in this country, but we have been, and still are, a small nucleus of very 
dedicated breeders. Most of us rarely breed, which is why over the past 
12 to 14 years we have bred, on average, less than 50 puppies per year 
for the entire UK!
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Leslie is a freelance writer and a lifelong dog lover. She is happiest when she’s interacting with canines, whether competing with 
her own in rally obedience and agility, teaching at Bella Vista Training Center, or just hanging out with her four-footed buddies. 
She has been a volunteer with GRREAT (Golden Retriever rescue) for over 25 years, doing home checks, evaluations, and trans-
ports.  She and her first Australian Terrier, Kiwi, earned 17 titles in NADAC and AKC agility over 7 years of competition till his death 
from cancer in 2008.  Currently she shares her life with Copper, her third rescue Golden; Schatzi, a Doberman mix; and Libby, her 
second Australian Terrier.  

I was a late bloomer.  Perhaps some of you would say the same.

When other girls my age were obsessed with boys, pop stars, dating, 
makeup, and clothing, I was a studious girl, still playing with paper 
dolls and longing for a dog of my own.  My mother nagged me inces-
santly about being “more sociable” so that the boys would like me.  I 
couldn’t have cared less and didn’t bother with any of that till my late 
teens, when I got to college.

Maybe some of you are nodding your heads on reading that.  If so, 
you’ll also understand Part II:  We get the dogs that we deserve.

I seem to have gotten that dog I deserve, then, as Libby is my late 
bloomer.  I have to remember to wait for her, not push.  She’s a smart 
girl and there’s not a thing wrong with her intelligence or her thought 
processes.  She a thinker, one who comes into her own when she de-
cides, not when I decide.  Our recent adventure at Terrier Week bears 
this out.

This year, Lib and I again joined the hundreds of other terrier owners 
who make the annual “pilgrimage” to Montgomery.  Once again, it 
was great to see old friends and those special folks you only see once 
each year.  Once again, it was such a delight to be pampered at a dog-
friendly hotel—thanks, Hampton Inn!   

Wish I could say too that “once again,” it was a delight to have warm 
late autumn weather, but not so.  Two years in a row of lovely sunny 
days gave way to pouring rain.  “MUD-gomery,” indeed.  I haven’t 
been so wet since I used to go whitewater rafting.  After awhile, my 
rain jacket gave up the ghost, stopped repelling water and became 
a sodden mess, so I just took it off.  It didn’t matter.  Anyone else with 
exposed anatomy was soaked, too. 

Water or no, mud notwithstanding, what a huge difference one year of 
training has made with Libby!  This year, she didn’t run wild at all.  She 
stayed with me when she was supposed to and did some very nice 
distance work, sending out to tunnels and jumps with no hesitation.  
She zoomed through her old nemesis, the chute, without missing a 
stride, even though the rain made it soggy and the smaller dogs really 
had to push hard to get through the heavy, soaked fabric.   She had 
accurate weaves, not every time but more often than not.  She’s really 
starting to think about them.  She was just as happy waiting at the 
start line as she was running the course!  And all this while the rain 
came lashing down in buckets.

The icing on the cake was taking home 2 ribbons, our first in AKC agil-
ity, on Tuesday.  She had a beautiful 1st place in Novice FAST and took 
3rd in a very close finish in Novice Jumpers with Weaves.  

Now, were we “perfect”? By no means. There are plenty of people who 
would say that qualifying in 2 runs out of 6 in 2 days was nothing to 
write home about.  But there was much more to celebrate than not. 

I’m thrilled by how much more confident she was this year.  Her 
focus for what she’s doing on the course is so much sharper than last 
October.  She looks ahead and pays attention to what’s next, and is 
learning to follow my body language and the cues I’m giving her.  For 
my part, I find that I’m changing how I handle her on course.  I made 
some handling mistakes, misjudging where she would be, and was 
out of position.  But I take that as a very good sign.  It means she’s 
getting better at the game and it’s up to me as her handler to figure 
out what she needs from me as she matures.  Something I say to my 
novice students is coming back to haunt me:  “How you handle now 
won’t be how you handle 6 months from now, because your dogs will 
become more skilled.”  

Another big thing we celebrated on Tuesday was getting through the 
day and into dry clothes in a nice, warm hotel room.  Honestly, it was 
like an endurance contest.  

The weather definitely played a role on Wednesday, too.  The rain 
eventually stopped and the sun came out, and the heat and humid-
ity had many of us scrambling to change damp sweatshirts and long 
pants for T-shirts and shorts.  The day went from raw and chilly to 
something resembling a hot August afternoon, all in the space of an 
hour or so.  It definitely took a toll on lots of dogs, including Libby.   
This is why it’s wise, when packing for Montgomery, to bring some 
of everything--from rain gear to sweaters to your Spandex shorts.  
Chances are good you’ll need a little bit of everything.

The other “discovery” about where we are with training happened 
on Wednesday, the second of our 2 days at the trial.  This year, the 
Garden State All-Terrier Club hosted a rally and obedience trial that 
day in the hall at the fire company grounds where the agility trial is 
held.  Lib and I needed just 1 leg for our AKC Rally Advanced title.    
She’s been doing so well this year in rally that I was sure we’d be fine.  
I even dreamed about a placement.  

Well, we qualified and we got that RA, but our score of 84 was truly 
a gift from heaven.  She sniffed the floor, the walls, the matting.  She 
wandered away from me.  She sat down and scratched, not once but 
repeatedly.  She acted like she’d never seen me, a rally course, signs, 
etc. before.   Three signs before the end, she finally got her head 
together and I think our relatively strong finish is what saved us.  After 
all that, we went back outside into damp weather and intermittent 
showers, and had no Qs in any of our 3 agility runs that day.  What 
I learned was that mixing rally with agility on the same day is not a 
good thing for my girlie.  That combination brought on a bad case 
of “mental indigestion.”   She doesn’t switch gears as well as some 
others.  

We’re looking forward to more AKC agility at our club trial in March 
of 2013, hoping to complete those novice titles, as well as APDT rally 
and NADAC, Teacup, and CPE agility.  It’s all good, it’s all a learning 
experience, and a successful run isn’t measured simply by whether or 
not you qualify.  Here’s wishing all of you a fun 2013!
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The Other Ring by Leslie Hoy
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t’s no secret that what’s old is new again. As a millennial, I know that 
what used to be known as “used clothing” is now “vintage” and all 
the rage. Many of us have gone back to eating local and embracing a 
“farm-to-table” mentality when it comes to eating and the use of solar 
power is giving us renewed hope for a more sustainable future.

With so many of us going back to our roots in various areas of our 
lives, it is worth remarking that we should also renew our interest in 
rarer breeds that once enjoyed popularity in days gone by. Dr. Richard 
Meen said, “Purebred dogs are the only living museum of mankind’s 
journey on Earth.” Sadly, some breeds can no longer tell us how 
they helped humans with a variety of jobs in the past, as dozens of 
recognized breeds are in a vulnerable state and could eventually face 
extinction if we don’t act to protect them.

As someone who has always had an interest in history and tradition, I 
was drawn to owning a rare breed. Growing up I had American Cocker 
Spaniels, an English Springer Spaniel, and a Miniature Poodle. Need-
less to say, rarely did anyone ask me what kind my dog was as these 
are all breeds who have enjoyed great popularity for several decades 
in Canada.

Cut to me as an adult living in Toronto with a Standard Poodle. Measha 
was 5 when I started seriously considering getting a second dog. I 
have always loved and will always love Poodles, but also felt drawn to 
the Hounds and the Terriers. I was assisting a Canine Good Neighbour 
Testing at Woofstock in 2016 when our booth was located serendipi-
tously next to the Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of Canada’s booth. I 
had always loved the unique look of a Dandie, and apart from seeing 
one on the street ten years prior, I had never gotten a chance to inter-
act with one, much less several as I did that day.

I spoke with the President of the club who is an All-Breed Judge and 
second-generation Dandie Dinmont Terrier breeder. I learned more 
about the breed, the challenges facing their numbers and ended 
up trading contact information with my new friend. Throughout the 
next three years, I kept in touch with that breeder. I attended Scot-
tish breeds festivals, Dandie Cuddling Parlours at the Canadian Pet 
Expo and their specialty show at Paws Way. Earlier this year, the timing 
worked out and the right puppy was available for me. I became a 
Dandie owner, member of the breed club and full-time spokesperson 
for anyone who wants to hear about the breed.

Why So Rare?

Every endangered breed has its own reasons for the decline in its 
popularity. Often it has to do with the purpose for which the breed 
was created. When that job is no longer needed, the number for the 
breed goes down.

Take for example the Otterhound. As their name suggests, this mem-
ber of the Hound Group’s purpose was hunting otters, which used to 
be popular in England. Otterhounds were bred to be able to follow 
otters in the rivers, their durable, water-repelling coats and webbed 
feet made this task possible.

Otterhounds were already rare, as hunt masters kept the dogs exclu-
sively for themselves until otter hunting was banned in 1978. With the 
main purpose of this breed outlawed, hunt masters scattered their 
packs, allowing private owners to purchase the dogs and introduce 
them into their own families as pets. A few were brought over to North 
America during this time, and only a few of these dogs are bred. It’s 
estimated that there are only about four to seven Otterhound litters in 
North America a year.

In the case of the Dandie Dinmont Terrier, both World Wars are to 
blame for their decline. Unlike the other terriers, Scottish, West 
Highland White, and the Fox Terriers, Dandies had not yet spread 
to other continents when the war broke out. As food was rationed, 
breeders had to cull their stock and sadly, many Dandies died. When 
the war ended, the Dandie never really picked up where they left 
off. Sometimes a breed’s decline happens when attention is turned 
towards another breed. The American Water Spaniel was developed 
and primarily kept in the Great Lakes region of the United States as a 
hunting assistant that could retrieve on land and in water. They were 
favored waterfowl hunters because the American Water Spaniel is 
small enough to ride in a boat, but is strong enough to bring back a 
duck or goose. The breed’s numbers started to go down at the begin-
ning of the 20th century, because hunting had become a less common 
activity, and larger retriever breeds became more popular.
Buying a Rare Breed

It’s a fact that many of our beloved purebred dogs are facing extinc-
tion. There are more Giant Pandas in the world than there are Skye Ter-
riers. If you feel called to help out a struggling breed by owning one, 
loving one and telling your circle and all who you meet about them, 
then you are a conservationist in my eyes.

Going Rare: The Joys of Owning a 
Vulnerable Breed By Ian Lynch
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Getting in touch with breeders is now easier than ever thanks to 
resources like the Canadian Kennel Club Puppy List and the AKC 
Marketplace. Searching for a breed club online or checking out a 
club’s Facebook page is another way to connect with breeders. Once 
the breeder decides that you would be a good fit as an owner of their 
breed, you may be put on a waitlist as there might not be any puppies 
currently available. Generally, a breeder will keep you up to date on 
planned breeding and with a bit of luck and patience, the day will 
come where you get to take your puppy home.
Becoming an Ambassador

Owning a vulnerable breed means you’ll be talking a lot. To people 
you know, to strangers, to curious neighbors who want to know, “What 
is it?” I get hilarious guesses as to what my Dandie is (“Irish Wolfhound 
Basset Hound cross?”) and if my neighbor got a quarter for every time 
someone called his German Pinscher a “baby Doberman,” he would be 
a very rich man.

The owner of a rare breed has a responsibility to inform anyone who 
is interested in their breed. My Dandie Leroy even has business cards. 
I’m serious. My dog’s breeder handed me a stack when I bought him 
and initially thought it was delightfully ridiculous, however, they have 
come in so handy that I asked for more when I was recently visiting 
her! The card has an image of the breed, description and a link to the 
breed club’s homepage. I would recommend cards for all owners of 
rare breeds. It always gets a laugh when I hand them out, but if it gets 
people interested in learning more about Dandies, I am happy to do it.

Fun at Shows

Those looking to take home a win at conformation shows will enjoy 
competing with a less popular breed. Breeder, writer, and judge Allan 
Reznik explains the appeal of entering the ring with a rare breed: 
“Exhibitors, especially owner-handlers, can have a tough time of it 
showing a popular breed, or one in which the vast majority of winners 
are shown by professional handlers. For them, the thought of showing 
the only entry in the breed and automatically getting into the Group 
every day can be incredibly exciting. If this is your goal, and you are 
getting discouraged competing at the breed level, consider a minority 
breed. You get more time in the ring while helping to give an uncom-
mon breed visibility. That’s win-win in my book.” In mine as well.

Many wonderful dogs are disappearing at an alarming rate. Owning, 
loving, and promoting an endangered breed are major ways you can 
help prevent the extinction of a major piece of history.
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Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease which is caused by infection with 
the leptospira spirochete. There are at least 20 serovars but the se-
rovars we are interested in are canicola(dog) icterohemorrhagae ( rat) 
,Pomona(cow, pig),grippotyphosa (raccoon skunk possums),autumnal  
(mouse)and Bratislava (rat, pig, and horse).A mouthful, I know, but it 
will become important later in this article. The spirochete is spread 
through urine. Many wild animals carry the disease and transmit the 
bacteria by urinating in streams or wet areas, and the spirochete can 
survive in warm moist environments for months. Your dog can con-
tract the disease by drinking or swimming in affected waters, as well 
as walking through contaminated areas. The spirochete penetrates 
the skin of dogs especially mucus membranes and travels throughout 
the body to infect the liver, kidneys, eyes, central nervous system, and 
reproductive system. The clinical signs include fever, lethargy, stiffness, 
weakness, anorexia, dehydration and excessive drinking and urination. 
Vomiting and diarrhea can be signs as well as bloody vaginal dis-
charge. By the time these signs show up irreversible damage may be 
occurring in the kidneys, making it a devastating disease which often 
is fatal. Additionally, it is a zoonotic disease, meaning it can spread 
from animals to humans, which can also be fatal.

Per acute lepto is a massive infection with very virulent spirochetes 
and or compromised immunity and death is within hours, often before 
renal or hepatic involvement is apparent.

Sub acute lepto may present as anorexia, vomiting fever, drinking and 
urinating excessively. There is often weight loss. 

Treatment is doxycycline or penicillin as well as IV fluids to help flush 
out the kidneys as well as correct dehydration and electrolyte imbal-
ances.   If caught very early and treatment implemented even before 
test results are in, the prognosis is good. Your veterinarian should not 
wait for test results to begin treatment, as early treatment is essential. 
Currently there is a vaccination against serovars canicola,icterohemor
rhagica,grippothyphosa and Pomona( see I told you this would come 
back to haunt you!). This vaccine will not protect against the other se-
rovars, so it is possible for your dog to get lepto from another serovar 
even after vaccination. It is uncertain how long the vaccine will be 
protective but it is known to be effective for 6-8 months and possibly 
1 year.  Older lepto vaccines were historically associated with severe 
reactions, but the current vaccine has no more reaction occurance 
than our other vaccines.

Lepto is a zoonotic disease and people can become infected through 
recreational or vocational exposure …..farmers, veterinarians , animal 
caretakers and sewer system workers , as well as hunters, swimmers 
and boating enthusiasts. Most people have self limiting disease ( 90%) 
but immunocompromised people and children are at greater risk and 
may die from the disease.

In conclusion, I have seen 2-3 cases of lepto this year in my office. One 
dog was a Papillion which was housed mostly inside and urinated on 
wee wee pads ( think zoonosis here! ) and one was a cairn that was 
a therapy dog to a child with a chronic genetic disease. Both were 
euthanized. If unsure whether to vaccinate your dog for lepto, ask your 
veterinarian whether there have been cases of lepto in the area. Also 
contact your state veterinarian as they keep statistics on reportable 
diseases throughout your state. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS IN DOGS 
by Heather Rife DVM
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The Importance of a Breed Standard
A Breed Standard - what is it, what does it mean – and just why are 
they so pawsitively important to know about when looking for a 
breeder and a purebred dog?

To start, a breed standard is an official document written with one 
goal in mind: to provide a description of a breed that defines its look, 
character, and working ability. In a sense, a breed standard is the blue 
print of a breed. It’s what makes each breed distinctive and different 
from any other breed in the vast selection of purebred dogs. Breed 
Standards separate the Dobermans from the Rottweilers and keep the 
Pomeranians from looking like small Chow Chows.

The Definition of a Breed

Standards define a breed in very specific ways, (sometimes very tech-
nical ways), describing things such as temperament, coat and color, 
head type, eye color, ears, teeth, tail, structure, gait, hindquarters, 
forelegs, feet, and faults. What’s acceptable, and what is not.

And its all of those things combined that make the breed what they 
are supposed to be.

Some breed standards focus more on working abilities, while others 
define which qualities are considered more virtuous than others. And 
though some even include features that are purely aesthetic, all of the 
descriptions found in the standard generally have a purpose. They are 
not just some arbitrary portrayals a group of people threw together to 
describe a breed in somewhat pretty terms.

Take the case of the Alaskan Malamute and the Siberian Husky - 
though similar in appearance, their standards are entirely different. 
The Alaskan Malamute is a draught dog bred to pull heavy freight over 
short distances. Their breed standard describes them as “a powerful 
and substantially built dog with a deep chest and strong, well-muscled 
body.” Compare that to a Siberian Husky which is bred to haul light 
loads at moderate speeds over long distances. They are described in 
their standard as “a medium-sized working dog, light on his feet, free 
and graceful in action...with an inbred desire to run.”

And it’s these differences which define the breed.

Who Writes the Standards?

Breed Standards are developed and written by dog clubs representing 
each individual breed. Typically these are national clubs, for instance, 
the Australian Terrier Club of America wrote the breed standard for the 
breed.

What Breed Standards Are Not

Breed Standards do not include testing requirements for health and 
genetic conditions. They are intended to describe the breed’s exter-
nally observable qualities only, and in most cases temperament.

Health testing and genetic requirements are typically established by 
national breed clubs, which often include a codes of ethics and con-
duct that members must adhere to when breeding their dogs.

Standards and Shows

In fact, breed standards are so important that the ENTIRE world of 
championship dog shows revolves around them. Every February, as 
Westminster Dog Show is aired from New York, we see all that groom-
ing and fluffing and gaiting and baiting, and are impressed by the 
glamour and beauty of dogs shown to perfection in the Garden. But 
beneath all that glitz and glamour, each dog is being judged accord-
ing to its breed standard. In point of fact, dogs are judged according 
to their breed standards everywhere in the world where dog shows 
are held. That is the purpose of a dog show – to award dogs that come 
closest to their breed standard with the idea that those dogs then go 
on to reproduce those qualities in future generations of its breed – 
thus preserving each breed and how it is meant to look, act, and work, 
according to its standard.

Therefore, it should go without saying, that breed standards are 
extremely important to responsible breeders. And though the inter-
pretation of a standard is often subjective, responsible breeders know 
their standards by heart and can quote them word for word. They 
try to breed dogs that fit within the parameters of the standard, and 
don’t ignore things that the standard says is not proper for the breed 
when selecting dogs for breeding. They carefully weigh virtues against 
faults, and don’t ignore things like height, and color, and tempera-
ment, and structure, because those are the things that define the 
breed.

And though not all their puppies will grow up to be show dogs and 
may have traits that do not conform to the ideals portrayed by the 
breed standard, the responsible breeder will at least have tried to 
breed dogs that are a good representative of what their breed is 
meant to be.

Through responsible breeding, the integrity of a breed is not only 
maintained, it is often improved through selective breeding and 
health screening, whether it’s for the next generation of show dogs or 
for loving family companions.

Compare that to the less responsible breeder, the backyard breeders 
and puppy mills, who breed dogs without regard to the standard, 
disregard things that define the breed, and ignore the importance of 
temperament and genetic health.

Reprinted with permission 2019
Canine-Canada
canine-canada.com

CH Ralindi Impact Maker
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Should You Always Spay-Neuter 
By Mary Robins

Bans at doggie daycare, disapproval at the dog park: the United States 
public is not fond of dogs that still have their reproductive organs. 
Spay-neuter — the veterinary surgical practice of removing a dog’s 
ovaries or testes — is the norm for most U.S. dogs. It’s estimated that 
80 percent of U.S. dogs are spayed (in the case of females) or neu-
tered (males), and leaving your dog intact might get you branded an 
irresponsible dog owner. In fact, many states require all dogs that pass 
through shelters be spayed or neutered before they’re rescued, often 
at just a few months old.

Yet a growing body of research suggests that spaying and neutering 
dogs, especially young dogs, can increase their chances of developing 
some serious conditions.

Reasons to Consider All Options Before Spaying or Neutering 
a Puppy

Dr. Benjamin Hart of the University of California, Davis, has been 
researching the effects of spay-neuter for a decade, with support from 
the American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation. His first paper 
on the subject, published in 2013, revealed that Golden Retrievers that 
had been spayed or neutered had a correlation of being three or four 
times more likely to develop certain cancers, including lymphosarcoma 
and hemangiosarcoma, and also more likely to develop joint problems 
such as hip dysplasia and damage to the cranial cruciate ligament. The 
team later published data on German Shepherd Dogs and Labrador 
Retrievers, finding that early spaying and neutering had varying ef-
fects on these dogs’ likelihood to develop joint disorders, cancers, and 
urinary incontinence.

Now, Dr. Hart and his team have completed a further round of 
retrospective research, investigating tens of thousands of dogs from 
35 breeds, and focusing on early spay-neuter, carried out before the 
dog reaches sexual maturity. They found that the procedure’s health 
consequences vary widely between breeds. “It’s hard to predict which 
ones will and which ones do not have an increase in cancers or joint 
disorders with early spay-neuter,” Dr. Hart told me. For instance, the 
researchers found that in almost all dogs weighing less than 20 kilos 
(about 45 pounds), there was no increased incidence of the studied 
joint problems and cancers compared to intact dogs. All, that is, except 
for the Shih Tzu. Early neutering of male Shih Tzus, the team discov-
ered, was associated with higher rates of some of the cancers studied.

And when it comes to dogs weighing more than 20 kilos, the study 
found that the impact of early spay-neuter varies hugely across breeds 
and sexes. For instance, since most small dogs didn’t experience higher 
rates of the studied cancers and joint problems, Dr. Hart conjectured 
that at the other end of the scale, Great Danes might suffer them at a 
high rate. Yet he found that the gentle giants had no increase in joint 
disorders after early spay-neuter. “That was completely unexpected,” 
Dr. Hart told me.

And the variability doesn’t end with breed and sex. Negative health 
outcomes from spay-neuter were often limited to dogs that were 
neutered early, i.e. before they reach sexual maturity. But this isn’t 
always the case. For instance, female Golden Retrievers spayed after 12 
months of age were four times more likely to develop hemangiosar-
coma as intact females and even early-spayed ones, according to Dr. 
Hart’s 2013 publication.

Doesn’t Spaying or Neutering a Dog Prevent Behavioral Prob-
lems and Certain Kinds of Cancer?

So how and why did spaying or neutering dogs at six months come to 
be the norm? “Population control” is the most common answer. Canine 
cognitive scientist Dr. Alexandra Horowitz, writing in the New York 
Times, describes the way spaying and neutering dogs rapidly became 
an easy answer to the apparent problem of stray dogs and overfull 
shelters. But as we’re learning, an easy answer isn’t always the best one.

For a long time, many also believed that spay-neuter could prevent be-
havioral problems as well as prostate and mammary cancers. But when 
Dr. Hart investigated these claims, he found a more complicated pic-
ture. For instance, his research revealed that neutering male dogs with 
aggression problems only resolved aggression in 25 to 30 percent of 
cases. In other words, three out of four dogs did not show an improve-
ment in aggressive behavior after neutering alone. And significantly, 
those behavioral improvements were equally likely if neutering was 
delayed until after a dog had reached sexual maturity.

Neutering also does not prevent prostate cancer. “As a matter of fact,” 
Dr. Hart told me, based on available data, “prostate cancer in males is 
more common in neutered than intact dogs.”
Existing studies on the incidence of mammary cancer are less con-
clusive, but further research is ongoing through the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation and other institutions, so there’s more guidance on 
decision-making for the disease on its way. Meanwhile, Dr. Hart points 
out that both prostate and mammary cancer are relatively uncommon 
in dogs, whether they’re intact or neutered/spayed. And testicular 
cancer, though a more common occurrence in older intact male dogs, 
offers better treatment outcomes compared to other cancers.
So, Should You Spay-Neuter? What the Experts Advise Today

So what should dog owners do? Should you spay or neuter, and if so, 
when? “The take-home message is that it depends on a lot of different 
factors. We can’t just make a blanket recommendation for all dogs,” 
Dr. Sharon Albright, Manager of Communications and Veterinary 
Outreach at the AKC Canine Health Foundation, told me. “It depends 
on what breed the dog is; what the major health concerns are for that 
breed, or whatever breeds make up that mixed-breed dog; what the 
owner intends to do with the dog … and then obviously if it’s a male 
or a female.” Dr. Albright recommends speaking to your veterinarian 
to reach a decision that takes into account the recent research as well 
as the dog’s expected lifestyle. For instance, owners of active dogs 
(whether they’re jogging partners or dog sports champions) should be 
well aware of the risk of joint problems before making a decision on 
spay-neuter.

continued on page 34
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Canine Hip Dysplasia – Frequently Misunderstood

Hip dysplasia is not a “genetic malformation of the hip socket”, 
as commonly thought, but rather a weakness in the ligaments that 
support the hip joint. This allows the ball of this ball-in-socket joint to 
bang away at the joint surface, preventing the socket from forming 
properly. In other words, the instability created by weak supportive 
ligaments keeps the body from being able to manufacture a deep, 
smooth hip socket for the ball to fit snuggly into, resulting in the flat-
tening of the acetabulum (hip socket) and a squaring of the femoral 
head (the ball). The sockets are shallow because of repetitive trauma 
to the developing bone (micro-fractures), which prevents the weight-
bearing surface of the hip joint from forming properly. These changes 
worsen drastically as the cartilage covering of the joint wears away 
and bone-on-bone contact occurs, leaving them with the characteris-
tic signs of the osteoarthritis we see in radiographs of affective dogs.

This may sound like a radical idea but there have been veterinary 
studies that strongly suggest this for years and years, beginning with 
those done by orthopedic surgeons and radiologists who developed a 
technique for measuring joint laxity in Labradors. They took 2 sets of X 
rays of the hip, one with the ball forced deeply into the socket and one 
with the ball distracted as much as possible, measuring the differential 
and trying to use those measurements as a predictor hip dysplasia in 
the individual.

Why would this be valid? Because the degree of laxity tells us how 
strong or weak the ligaments surrounding the hip joint might be, 
which would in turn determine the instability of that joint as the dog 
grows into maturity. Did all dogs with significant joint laxity go on to 
become dysplastic? No. Some managed to recover when their muscles 
developed and the joints stabilized. But others developed radio-
graphic signs of dysplasia as late as 2 years of age, long after the hip 
sockets were fully formed. Where is that “genetic malformation of the 
hip socket”in these cases? What criteria do we use in evaluating these 
cases? We look at how well the hips are seated in the socket? What de-
termines that? The tightness of the ligaments and joint capsule does 
as much as the depth of the socket. 
Some of the femoral heads are not 
anywhere near the socket, appearing 
to be floating in space on the X ray of 
these crippled dogs. Loose ligaments.

Imagine a large breed dog, such as a Lab or Saint Bernard, with lax 
hip joint ligaments as they grow and develop. Imagine the stress and 
strain this would place on the cartilage of the hip socket as that large 
or giant breed puppy clumsily runs, slips and slides while chasing 
the ball or walking across the kitchen floor. Now imagine the same 
scenario in a more sure-footed cat or toy breed.

We were taught in veterinary school that the breeds of dogs over 40 
lbs were the most likely to develop hip dysplasia. This has proven to 
be true, although I have rarely seen cases of dysplasia in cats and small 
breeds. In stark contrast, nearly all St. Bernards are dysplastic and 
the malady is incredibly common in numerous large breeds of dogs; 
the same breeds of dogs that develop other juvenile bone diseases, 
including OCD of the shoulder and ununited anconeal or coronoid 
processes of the elbow. Think there is some stress on the elbows of a 
rambunctious German Shepherd or Rottie puppy?

All of these maladies are a failure of collagen, the building block of 
our entire skeletal system, which serves as elastic in our connective 
tissue. Collagen makes up approximately 30% of the protein in our 
body and is the protein matrix for ligaments, tendons, cartilage, bones, 
organs, and even blood vessels. Failure of collagen to form prop-
erly can have catastrophic results, including skeletal abnormalities, 
polycystic organ syndromes (e.g. liver, kidneys), and severe vascular 
syndromes (e.g. aortic aneurysm). A quick study of Ehlers-Danlos Syn-
drome and Marfan Syndrome tells us most of what we need to know. 
These run in families just as most collagen disorders (and cancer) run 
in breeds of dogs. There are “genetics”involved but the truth is much 
more than skin deep. Food intolerance also runs through families, with 
40% of first degree relatives born to a celiac developing the condition. 
Interestingly, we were taught that if two OFA certified, hip dysplasia-
free dogs were bred together, up to 40% of their litter (this exact same 
percentage) could be born with dysplasia. This is not a coincidence.

The first clue of how to combat this epidemic comes when we grasp 
the importance of nutrition in the development of our entire body. 
One of the most important components of collagen is ascorbic acid – 
good old vitamin C. Without adequate levels of this essential vitamin, 
we develop scurvy; a horrible condition marked by bleeding gums, 
open sores, pathological fractures, and death if not treated properly. 
This follows a combination of collagen and immune failure, all result-
ing from inadequate vitamin C intake.

by  Dr. John Symes

    “The hip joints of all dogs are normal at birth. The joints continue to develop normally as long as full congruity is maintained between 
the acetabulum and the femoral head… The acetabular rims are stimulated to grow by mild traction applied by the joint capsule and 
gluteal muscles attached along their dorsal borders, and from pressure by the femoral heads upon the articular surfaces… The morphologic 
characteristics of the complex hip structure show that biomechanics behavior is the prime influence in the growth of this joint.” (Wayne 
Riser 1985)

    “Canine hip dysplasia is a complex disease. It is a concentration of factors from a pool of genetic weaknesses and environmental stresses 
that fall into a programmed pattern of progressive remodeling and degenerative joint disease. The degree of involvement varies from 
minute changes in bone structure to total destruction of the hip joint. Investigators have searched intensively for genetic, chemical, and 
metabolic defects, but the cause has remained obscure.

    Hip dysplasia affects humans and all other domestic mammals. In humans, 1.3 children in 1000 are affected. In dogs the prevalence may 
run over 50% in large dogs if control measures have not been practiced. Few data are available on the prevalence of hip dysplasia in other 
mammals, but it is thought to be low. The disease is undoubtedly rare in undomesticated animals.” (Hip Dysplasia chapter 83 Wayne H. 
Riser, W. Harker Rhodes, and Charles D. Newton) cal.vet.upenn.edu/projects/saortho/chapter_83/83mast.htm
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In the human, where is the vitamin C absorbed? It is absorbed by the 
small intestine where most nutrients are picked up by the delicate villi 
of the bowel lining; those same villi that are damaged by the  foods 
of gluten grains (wheat, barley, rye), dairy, soy and corn. Could celiac 
disease lead to weakened collagen and hypermobile joints? Most 
definitely! This is a major problem among celiac youngsters.  (Celiac is 
a human disorder however, we know that dog’s being carnivores are 
not designed to eat or digest grains, dairy or soy in the first place and 
along with eating dead, nutritionally void processed pet food, is cer-
tainly a major underlying cause – whether the dog is truly celiac or not)

But what about dogs? We were taught that dogs and cats are not 
dependent upon dietary vitamin C because they possess the ability to 
make their own ascorbic acid in their liver. This is true partly. Yes, we 
were told this in veterinary school but the details of how they do this 
were never explained to us. Vitamin C is made from glucose in a four 
step, enzyme-driven process taking place in the liver, that amazing or-
gan that our colleagues practicing Eastern medicine call the center of 
our medical universe. They are only off by a matter of inches. Why do 
I boldly state that as fact? Because the liver is completely dependent 
upon the nutrients coming out of the small intestine, thus making the 
small bowel the true center of our vast biological galaxy.

Now imagine a dog or a cat being fed a grain-based diet (wheat, 
barley, corn, rice) laced with soy and dairy. This is the composition of 
numerous commercial dry kibbles. What if they suffer from a food in-
tolerance (no doubt about it, being carnivore they would be naturally 
intolerant of not only gluten due to the lack of enzymes to digest it) 
to one or more of those proteins in the way that celiacs do to gluten? 
This happens much more frequently than we’ve even imagined. And, 
yes, they will fail to absorb the proper amounts of calcium, iron, io-
dine, trace minerals, proteins, fats, sugars and vitamin C just like as the 
gluten intolerant individual does when their villi are damaged. This 
can ultimately lead us into every medical condition known to man, es-
pecially when we understand essential body functions, including the 
immune system and enzyme-driven activities in the liver (e.g. vitamin 
C and protein production).

Enzyme systems are made up of proteins and cofactors, the latter 
being vitamins (e.g. B complex), minerals, and other enzymes. An 
enzyme system must have adequate cofactors to operate properly. 
Back to the production of vitamin C: What if the dog is not receiving 
adequate vitamins and minerals in their diet or is malabsorbing those 
that are in the diet due to food intolerance? (Again, no doubt at all 
that being carnivores they are NOT absorbing or receiving adequate 
nutrition) The enzyme systems will eventually fail, including the four 
that are involved in the conversion of glucose to vitamin C. This is not 
hard to imagine. So, is the dog truly independent of dietary vitamin C 
as we have assumed for years? Perhaps so, if it is getting a biologically 
appropriate, non-offending diet that provides all of the substrates it 
needs to perform this vital task. (However, many nutritionists believe 
that the dog gets vitamin C in their natural diet to augment what 
they make in their liver. This would open another avenue for “subclini-
cal scurvy” in the dog, as the food intolerant pet fails to absorb the 
vitamin C that is commonly added to many commercial pet foods (just 
in case).

The epiphany comes when we grasp the prenatal effects of this 
degenerative process. I like to remind people that we and our pets 
are born fully formed, just incompletely developed. Every ligament, 
tendon, bone and organ is in place at birth. These elements simply 
have to grow and mature as our bodies reach adulthood. Imagine 
what happens if the initial building blocks for these critical structures 
are inadequate or absent during the initial construction. It would be 
like building a house out of faulty lumbar or defective bricks or laying 
a sub-par foundation under a two story house. The first major storm 
that comes along could do immeasurable harm to the structure. In 
fact, it could come apart at the seams.

The first evidence of failure in the poorly constructed individual 
is often found in the skeletal system of large dogs for the reasons 
mentioned above. The stress put on the frames of rapidly growing 
large breeds can be tremendous. But we also have certain breeds that 
we call chondrodysplastic, a bit of med-speak that basically means – 
messed up cartilage. This is an example of genetic engineering at its 
worst as man created the flat-faced, squatty body dogs that make up 
this class- the English Bulldog, Shih Tzu, Lhasa, Bassett hound, Dachs-
hund, and others. I love these breeds as much as the next veterinarian 
but our forefathers made some serious blunders in making dogs look 
the way they wanted them to appear, especially the first two.

The Bulldog and Shi Tzu suffer from collagen problems within the first 
months of life in the form of “cherry eye”, a weakness in the cartilage 
that gives the third eyelid shape and supports a lymph gland it con-
tains. Their bent legs, deviated septum, congested throats, elongated 
palates and back problems are often overshadowed by their horrible 
skin allergies and ear infections, signs that the damage is being done 
to the intestinal lining by the “big 4foods. (and from vaccination dam-
age) I have not met many English Bulldogs or Shih Tzus that did not 
have major skin or ear problems before I put them on hypoallergenic 
(grain free) diets. They also tend to develop Demodectic mange – a 
sign that their immune system can’t handle the mites that nearly all 
dogs have in their skin, passed on to them by their mother. This points 
directly to the malnutrition that results from the damage taking place 
in the center of their galaxy.

Then we have the intermediate chondrodysplastics; the Cocker, 
Poodle, Schnauzer, Westie, Jack Russell, Cavalier, and others. These 
breeds often develop collapsing trachea syndrome, intervertebral Disc 
syndrome and heart valve problems, all  involving collagen. Tragically, 
50% of Cavies develops acute mitral valve prolapse at 5 years of age 
with 90% having died from congestive heart failure by age 10. Why 
does this particular collagen failure wait 5-10 years to show up, know-
ing that heart valves are flopping back and forth at the rate of 60-200 
beats per minute?



Interestingly, this valvular demise occurs right around the time that 
the Cockers are rupturing their (left) cruciate ligaments, the Dachs-
hunds are blowing discs, the Labs are developing lower back issues, 
the Dobies are dying of cardiomyopathy, and the Rottie, German 
Shepherd, Irish Wolfhound and Irish setter are dying from bone 
cancer? That’s a whole other paper but here’s a hint: It involves the 
residential organisms that have taken up residence in the collagen 
(e.g. viruses and mycoplasma). Another clue is the spike in other auto-
immune diseases taking place in other breeds during this time period.

The lesson to be learned is that all of these tragedies are related 
events. The body is one big orchestra and the conductor is the im-
mune system. Once we start playing out of key, the conductor goes to 
work. We get out of tune early in life by eating the wrong things and 
not eating the right things. (and compromising the immune system 
with vaccinations and toxic drugs) Those are two different insults. The 
cascade of events that follows is predictable. We just have to have an 
ear for the music. And, once again, this symphony starts long before 
our offspring are even born.

We know what we have to do to reverse this dangerous trend. It is not 
a requirement that we solve more mysteries or uncover more secrets 
in order to achieve optimal health, even after sinking into the abyss 
as I have done. Do we need to name every virus or bacteria that is 
involved in our man-made dilemma. After all, they are simply reacting 
(adapting) to our every insult. No, the solution is amazingly simple: 
We must consume biologically appropriate, non-offending foods and 
feed our pets in the same manner, starting with the prenatal period 
and continuing through adulthood, and into our twilight years. If 
we do this alone, medical miracles will occur.

Here’s the parting shot and the takeaway message: We can and will 
eliminate hip dysplasia in the dog by feeding the soon-to-be pregnant 
female a healthy, non-damaging diet before she is bred and through-
out her gestation. Of course, the puppy diets must follow suit. We 
have already proven this in individuals with a history of producing 
dysplastic puppies. The results have been amazing, yet as predict-
able as rain on the horizon. I believe down to my socks that this 
would also be true of innumerable other collagen disorders, the 
likes of which are mentioned above.

We’ve all heard the expression “Garbage in, garbage out“ a perfect 
summation for any article that deals with the intricate functions of 
these incredible machines we call our body, including one written 
about a “genetic condition” – hip dysplasia.

More References for your own research:

http://belfield.com/canine-hip-dysplasia-chd

http://cal.vet.upenn.edu/projects/saortho/chapter_83/83mast.htm

http://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=developmental-dyspla-
sia-of-the-hip-ddh-90-P02755

http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/the-10-most-important-things-
to-know-about-canine-hip-dysplasia

http://dogtorj.com/appetizers/newest-appetizers/hip-dysplasia

http://dogtorj.com/hip-dysplasia-its-not-what-youve-been-told

continued from page 31....

Dr. Hart agrees. “One of the things I emphasize is the need for a para-
digm change with regard to veterinarian-client relationships,” he told 
me, adding that he and his team would like the question of whether 
and when to spay or neuter to be a true discussion point between the 
veterinarian and the client, in which both are equipped with all the 
necessary information about the likely impacts on the dog in ques-
tion.

Dr. Albright also stresses that it’s important to take into account how 
serious, common, and treatable the possible health outcomes are 
on each side of the spay-neuter decision, while also considering the 
health and well-being impacts of unwanted pregnancies.

While you make that calculation, bear in mind a reminder from Dr. 
Hart: although the risk of developing certain cancers and joint disor-
ders increased when certain breeds were spayed or neutered early, 
most dogs will not develop these conditions. The emerging research 
can give us a picture of the likelihood of certain outcomes, but can 
never fully predict what life will look like for your particular dog.

And that’s because each dog, like each human, is an individual, 
with his or her own set of health and lifestyle needs and quirks. For 
decades, America’s dogs have been treated with a blanket rule about 
their reproductive organs. Though more research on spay-neuter is 
needed, with the information already available, dog owners can start 
working with veterinarians to make better, more informed decisions 
about what’s best for these beloved family members.

 
Reprinted with Permission 2019
www.akc.org
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The Australian Terrier was the first Australian breed to be recognized and shown in its native 
land, and was also the first Australian breed to be accepted officially in other countries. An Australian 
native-bred, broken-coated terrier made its first appearance on the show bench in Melbourne in 1868. In 
1899 the breed was exhibited specifically as “Australian Terriers, Rough-Coated,” and both sandy/red and 
blue/tan colors are noted in show records of that year. An Australian Rough-Coated Terrier Club, founded 
in Melbourne in 1887, made the first attempt at standardizing the breed, and by 1896 a Standard for the 
breed had been established. Exports to England and the United States soon followed, and in 1933 breed 
status was granted in England. The American Kennel Club admitted the breed to registry in 1960, its first 
terrier addition in 24 years and the 114th breed entered in the AKC Stud Book.

In 1977, the Australian Terrier Club of America became a member 
club of the AKC. Today the breed is officially recognized and  
shown in  many  countries worldwide.

This dog, one of the smallest of the working terriers, was 
bred to be  both helper and companion in rough times  
and terrain. A native dog  known as the Rough-Coated 
Terrier, a close relative of the old Scotch dog of Great  
Britain (not the present-day Scottish Terrier),  had been  
in Tasmania since the early 1880s. These terriers are  
believed to have been cross-bred with a number of other
breeds of British terrier stock to produce the fast, sturdy,  
rough, weather-proof, fearless little dog which the settlers 
needed as they expanded the frontiers of their country 
- helping to control rodents and snakes on the waterfronts,  
farms, sheep, and cattle stations in the outback, sometimes 
tending sheep, sounding an alarm when  intruders  
appeared, and being a companion. 
 
The breeds chosen for crossbreeding were selected to  
promote specific desired traits. Although there are 
differences among writers of the histories of the 
Australian Terrier breed, there is consensus of opinion  
that the breeds used included the precursors of the  
Dandie Dinmont, Skye, Yorkshire, and the old  
Black-and-Tan Terriers (today’s Manchester) with 
perhaps the Irish and Cairn Terriers. Fortunately, the  
various cross breedings produced a handsome dog  
which the prosperous settlers were proud to show at  
home or in public.

The Australian Terrier is an excellent choice for show, city,  
home, or farmland. He is very spirited, with an air of self-assurance  
and inquiry into all that goes on about him. His excellent hearing  
and good eyesight make him a fine watch-alert dog to warn of any  
kind  of disturbance. He is generally adaptable to any climate and  
terrain, and his weatherproof double coat, which sheds little,  
keeps him comfortable year-round. 

- courtesy AKC
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Understanding Fronts
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A friend of mine and I were sitting at ringside watching a breed we 
are both very interested in. After watching a bit, I remarked (quietly, I 
thought) that the dogs in the breed we were watching were certainly 
uniform-if, not quality, certainly in their faults. There wasn’t a dog 
in the ring that had a decent front-all poker straight, and this was a 
Sporting breed! 

The young lady sitting on my left leaned over and said, “I hope you 
don’t mind me intruding but I’ve just started in this breed and I’ve 
heard other people make the same remark, about fronts that is, and 
I don’t think I understand what they’re talking about.” I assured her I 
didn’t mind at all and asked her just what it was that she wasn’t clear 
on. 

“Well,” she went on, “I hear people say a dog is ‘straight as a stick’ in 
front and that seems to be criticism. But other times someone will say 
the dog has a beautiful straight front. Obviously, this is a compliment. 
And then it seems that a Terrier front can be both good and bad. I 
want to breed for the right thing, but I am not at all sure what the right 
thing is.

“Her questions really made me stop and think. Quite frankly, she hit 
upon two universal problems we deal with in the dog game today. It 
is amazing how few people have bothered with that first important 
step in breeding, judging or just showing dogs. It’s “Purebred Dogs 
101-Basic Canine Anatomy”. 

Her confusion also cast the light on just how ambiguous common 
dog terminology can be. What seems perfectly clear to some of us 
may well be an unfathomable mystery to others, particularly so when 
everything we talk about has two or three different names and several 
different meanings. 

Perhaps our newer dog fanciers’ reading habits have a bit to do with it.

My contemporaries and I cut our teeth on McDowell Lyon’s The Dog 
in Action, Burns and Fraser’s Genetics of the Dog and Rachel Page El-
liott’s Dog Steps. I think we are more apt to find copies of “How to Win 
Westminster” or “How to Become an All-Breed Judge” on the book-
shelves of a good many of today’s novices. Perhaps I’m way off base, 
but I’m inclined to believe that’s starting at the wrong end; few jour-
neys I know of begin at the destination. I guess that wouldn’t be here 
or there except for the fact that there are probably more litters born 
in the homes of the new people than there are in homes of people we 
will politely refer to as “veterans” of the dog game. These new people 
shape the dog breeds of tomorrow. 

But back to our lady at the dog show and her questions of fronts. My 
friend and I did our best to give her a quick primer on fronts and told 
her not to feel alone in her confusion in this area, in that I find fronts to 
be the least understood and most underestimated portion of a dog’s 
anatomy. I promised the young lady I would put some constructive 
thoughts down on paper and mail them off to her. I dutifully jotted 
down her address on the back of my catalog and then promptly pro-
ceeded to lose my catalog! 

Nevertheless, the whole thing got me thinking. Judging by the way 
some breeders have neglected fronts in order to achieve some other 
characteristic makes it obvious they have no idea how important front 
construction is to correct conformation and proper movement. 

I did put some of my ideas regarding fronts to paper in the hope that 
some kind soul would find my catalog and return it to me. At this 
point, however, I have lost all hope of ever finding Concerned Young 
Lady again. All the same, I thought perhaps there might be others who 
will read this (or someone you know who should) and my time would 
not be for naught.

I am neither an engineer nor an anatomist. Most of what I know about 
anatomy I learned from laymen and in laymen’s terms. I consider my-
self quite fortunate to have received my education in dogs from what 
was probably the last wave of the great dog men and women of the 
old school. Things were much simpler than. We had fewer technicians 
but there were more people who just simply knew dogs. A dog was 
either a good one or it was not, and their judgment had little to do 
with much else. 

But then as now, there were certain basics that had to be understood 
before one could ever hope to breed or recognize a well-made animal. 
This knowledge is also important so that we can all have a common 
point of reference from which to proceed. 

Every breed of dog, whether it is a Bulldog, Fox Terrier or Great Dane, 
has two bones in its forehand assembly the size, shape, and angula-
tion of which determine not only how the dog looks but also how 
it moves. These two bones are the shoulder blade (scapula)and the 
upper is (humerus). 

THE SCAPULA 

Let’s look at the shoulder blade (scapula) first. Most (but not all) breeds 
are in need of what we refer to as either “well laid back “or “well an-
gulated” shoulders. The degree to which the shoulders are angulated 
depends upon the breed’s purpose and function, but even at that, 
the variance is not great. A well laid-back shoulder that is attached 
to an upper arm of similar length permits a breed to move with easy, 
ground-covering reach. It is usually matched by a fairly well-angulated 
rear. This is typically found in our Sporting dogs, among others. I’ve 
always thought the Sporting breeds were an ideal place to begin 
studying dogs in that the other breeds or Groups are simply more 
than or less than these dogs who working the field.

HOW IT’S MADE

At any rate, dogs who aren’t required to traverse the woodlands all 
day long or whose duties revolve around hauling really don’t need as 
much angulation. But only where a breed is required to have short, 
stilted movement would upright shoulders be desirable. A perfect 
example of this restricted gait can be seen in the properly moving 
Chow Chow. 

by Richard G. Beauchamp (Dogs in Review 2008)
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One can only assume that if a breed standard calls for movement as 
far removed from the norm as the Chow Chow’s, it is a critical point 
and should receive great consideration from the breeder, exhibitor, 
and judge. As important as short, stilted movement is to a breed like 
the Chow Chow, or the rolling gait is to the Bulldog, so should we 
demand most other breeds to get about easily and naturally with a 
minimum of effort and little strain. For the purpose of this article, we 
will confine ourselves primarily to breeds in which ease of movement 
is both a natural entitlement and a requirement of the respective 
breed standard. 

So then, how does the layman go about determining the degree 
of shoulder angulation? If can easily be determined by putting the 
thumb and index fingers of the right hand at the uppermost points 
of the shoulder blades and the same fingers of the left hand at the 
point of shoulder (where the shoulder blade joins the upper arm). The 
imaginary line that runs down the centre of the blade between these 
two points, and deviates from the vertical determines the degree of 
angulation. If you extend that line to the ground in front of the dog, it 
will, in most cases, mark the extent of the forward reach of that dog. 
We will look at how this forward reach can be restricted as we go 
along.

Anatomical perfection would have the shoulder blade slope back 
from the vertical at a 45-degree angle to allow maximum reach. Please 
note that I say “anatomical perfection” would have this be so. Nature, 
however, is not so compliant and if you speak to most judges and 
experienced breeders, they will tell you one seldom if ever encounters 
true 45-degree shoulder layback. 

But please, because this degree of angulation is so seldom achieved, 
don’t misconstrue the fact to mean should scrap the whole idea. 
Failing to reach the North Pole on our early explorers’ first try didn’t 
eliminate the North Pole! Perhaps all this yapping about how seldom 
you find the ideal shoulder angulation is responsible for so many ex-
hibitors treating it with utter disregard. Something has set us off in the 
wrong directions and we have need to get back on track. 

The result of being negligent in our demand for ideal shoulder angula-
tion is not confined to movement alone. Upright shoulders make the 
neck shorter than it should be and the back longer, thus destroying 
the dog’s correct balance. These badly articulated shoulders are often 
connected to short upper arms which are also poorly angulated, thus 
moving the entire front-end assembly too far forward on the ribcage. 

This results in a lack of forechest and a nearly straight line from throat 
to feet. This construction is frequently accompanied by a hollowed-out 
cavity in the chest area between the legs. Construction of this nature 
indicates a lack of endurance due to restricted heart and lung room. 
The correct front for most of the long-legged Terriers, much to the 
surprise of many Terrier breeders themselves, also requires a long, 
sloping shoulder blade. The straight front line of the “Terrier front” is 
actually created by a short, nearly upright humerus (upper arm) and 
not by upright shoulders! Some authors believe that the short upper 
arm evolved because it was advantageous in “going to ground;” the 
dog could work on its keel (lower chest) with its legs free to dig. Here 
this straight-line front is a virtue. 

A long shoulder blade and a short upper arm is not as easy a combina-
tion to achieve as one might think in that the upper arm and shoulder 
blade, like all bones in the canine skeleton, seem to have a natural 
inclination to approximate the length of their adjacent neighbour. In 
other words, if the “the toe bone’s connected to the foot bone,” like the 
old song tells us, the bones in the toes will attempt to approximate 
the length of the bones in the foot proper. Or another example: a man 
with a long forearm is invariably going to have longs hands, etc. 
Thus, what we are more apt to get in dogs (even in Terriers) is the 
unhappy combination of a short, upright shoulder and a similarly 
proportioned and placed upper arm. Therefore, in order to breed the 
well-angulated, ground covering front, one must pay attention to both 
the length and angulation of the shoulder blade and the upper arm.

Orphan Works 2019

example of how the shoulder with a proper 45 degree angle will operate



38                                                                                            

 Australian Terrier Sustainability 
starts with Global Statistics 

by Dr Grace Massey & Vicki McKee
Sustainability has many definitions in modern society. It is often used when discussing the science around global warming or the fight to pre-
serve endangered species. AKC refers to sustainability as any activity that serves to preserve, protect or promote the breed.

Of the 193 recognized AKC canine breeds, the Australian Terrier ranks 136. The top 10 AKC dog breeds actually account for 50% of the AKC 
registrations. Together, the rarest 50 AKC breeds make up just 1.2% of the registered AKC dogs (Stanely Coren, PHD Psychology Today, 2013). 
Australian Terriers a vulnerable breed and if we are not vigilant could become extinct along with breeds such as the Alpine Mastiff, English White 
Terrier, Russian Tracker, Southern Hound, and Tweed Water Spaniel. Breeding decisions today can affect the breed both positively or negatively in 
the future. 
 
The ATCA Sustainability committee, in its quest to preserve, protect, and promote the Australian Terrier, proposed to start the conversation with-
in the community by gathering global information on the breeds population. The following is the result of our effort. While we did everything 
we could to account for all Australian Terriers, it is understood that there may be a few of our breed in countries not indicated. It is also acknowl-
edged that a number of our breed, in the United States of America (USA), are not registered with the American Kennel Club (AKC). These Aussies, 
registered with other kennel clubs in the USA, must be considered lost to our gene pool, as they are not recognized. They are not included in this 
report.

The first 5 graphs (Figures 1-5) contain Australian Terrier statistics in the USA as recorded by the AKC. Vanessa Skou and Mark Dunn provided 
data for Figure 1, from the AKC database. Figures 2-5 were part of the AKC Registration Stats report published in February 2019 and provided to 
the Australian Terrier Club of America (ATCA) by Mark Dunn. Comparisons of statistics for the whole terrier group are from the Terrier Group AKC 
Registration Stats report published in February 2019. Mark Dunn also provided this report to ATCA.

The next 5 graphs (Figures 6-10) contain the global statistics of Australian Terriers gathered with the help of many friends on FaceBook. The USA 
numbers are those provided by AKC. Mona Olsson provided Sweden and Finland statistics. Iris Coppee provided Finland, Netherland and Ger-
many statistics.  Sheila Stodddart provided United Kingdom (Britain, Scotland, Wales and North Ireland) statistics. Tracey Barry and Michelle Cook 
provided Australia statistics. Caren Holtby provided Canada statistics. Oksana Martanus provided Russia statistics and Astrid-Merete Linnerud 
Johansen provided Norway Statistics. Without their help, and dedication to the breed, this report would not have been possible!
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Figure 1. AKC Australian Terrier registration statistics. The blue line is the number of Dogs registered each year, the red line is the number of litters 
registered each year and the green line is the complement (total number of puppies in litters born each year). The numbers on each line are the actual 
numbers documented.

The Australian Terrier was first recognized in the USA by AKC in 1960 with 323 Aussies registered that year (blue line in Figure 1). The following 
year saw approximately a third less Aussies registered. It wasn’t until four years later (1964) that over 300 Aussies were again registered in a single 
year.  A steady increase of individuals registered each year was observed from 1961 to 1971, with a sharp increase (over 225 more registered than 
the previous year) in both 1969 and 1970. A peak of 1,313 Aussies was registered in 1971. Around that peak, there was a 5-year period (1970-
1974) where the number of individuals registered was maintained above 1,191. In 1975, a sharp decrease (349 less than the previous year) was 
observed. Since 1975, there has been a relatively steady decline in the number of Aussies registered each year with only 166 registered in 2018.  
The lowest number registered in a year occurred in 2014 (only 145) with a rebound of 205 seen the following year.

The red line in Figure 1 indicates the number of litters each 
year and the green line is the complement, the total number 
of puppies born in those litters each year. Information prior 
to 1993 for the number of litters and complement are not 
readily available because they are stored in an earlier AKC 
database. During the first 15 years of the available record, 
1993-2007, there was an average of 198 litters registered 
each year with a high of 256 litters in 1997 and a low of 151 
litters in 2007. The average complement and individuals 
registered for 1993-2007 were 856 and 452, respectively. On 
average of 53% of the complement was registered in that 15 
year time period. This means approximately 47% were lost 
from the gene pool!

AKC Australian Terrier Registration Statistics  (1960 – 2018)
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Figure 2. The red line is the litter complement for each year. The green line is the number of puppies from that complement registered. The blue bars is 
the percentage of complement that was registered (return rate on the second y axis)

Breaking the next 10 years in Figure 1, also shown in Figure 2, into 5-year increments, 2008-2012 and 2013-2017, the average number of litters 
registered for each 5-year period is 123 and 66, respectively. The 2008-2012 average is a 38% decrease from the previous 15-year average and the 
2013-2017 average is a 46% decrease from the previous 5-year average!

The complements, shown in Figure 2, show a similar downward trend getting progressively worse over time. The average complement for 2008-
2012 is 544 individuals. This is a 36% decrease from the previous 15-year average of 856 individuals. The average complement for 2013-2017 is 
302 individuals, which is a 44% decrease from the previous 5-year average.

The number of registered dogs, shown in Figure 2, also shows a decrease. However, the downward trend actually slows down in the last 5-year 
period. The average number of registered dogs for 2008-2012 is 268, a 40% decrease from the previous 15-year period. The average number of 
registered dogs for 2013-2017 is 181. This is only a 32% decrease from the previous year. The average percentage of the complement registered 
in 2008-2012 was 45%, which is less than the average of 53% for the previous 15 years. However, the average percentage of the complement reg-
istered in 2013-2017 was 58%. This is much better than the average complement registered for the same time period of all breed in the AKC ter-
rier group, which was only 41%.  This also means that over 21% more of the complement is registered in 2013-2017 than in the previous 5-year 
period. On average, 42% of the complement was lost 
from the gene pool. While the numbers are lower, this 
is an improvement over the 47% lost from the gene 
pool in the 15-year period prior to 2013.

Percentage of Complement Registered (2008-2017)
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Figure 3. The red line is the total number of individuals bred each year. The black numbers are the number of litters bred that year. The green line is 
the number of unique dogs bred each year. The blue line is the number of unique bitches bred each year and the blue numbers are the number of 
bitches bred more than once that year.

At first glance of Figure 3, there is an inclination to believe the breed is not suffering from a popular sire syndrome as the number of unique dogs 
tracks along with the number of unique bitches. However, there were on average 39% more litters in the 5-year period, 2008-2012, than each 
single dog used once could produce. It could be that 39% of the dogs were used twice in one year or it could mean that one dog was used a lot 
more than twice. The only way to determine if a single stud was used repeatedly is to review the studbook. There was an improvement in the 
number of excess litters as there was only an average of 31% of the dogs used more than once for the 5-year period, 2013-2017.

Of greater concern is the number of unique bitches bred each year in relation to the number of litters produced that year. For the 5-year period, 
2008-2012, an average of 12% of the bitches were bred twice in the same year. The next 5-year period, 2013-2017, was worse with an aver-
age of 14% of the bitches bred twice in the same year. 2014 was the worst year with 19% of the bitches bred that year producing 2 litters. The 
ATCA Code of Ethics states a breeder should “breed a bitch no more than two out of three consecutive seasons, or more than twice in eighteen 
months”. However, when using 
frozen semen it often necessary 
to breed consecutive heats to 
increase the hormonal levels con-
ducive for conception.  

In addition to the data displayed in 
this article’s figures, the AKC Austra-
lian Terrier Registration Stats report 
shows that we are breeding only 
8-13% of each year’s complement 
that are 4 years old or older. Rather 
than breeding the same bitch a 
couple times a year, we should be 
breeding more of the complement. 
This would provide more genetic 
diversity and be more helpful in 
sustaining the breed over time. 

Unique Individuals Bred Each Year (2008-2018) 
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Figure 4. The red line is the percentage of each year’s complement competing in Conformation. The blue line is the percentage of each year’s 
complement placing at least once in Performance. The green line is the percentage of each year’s complement shown at least once in Companion 
events.

In the 5-year period, 2008-2012, as seen in Figure 4, an average of 15% of each year’s complement has been shown in Conformation, 2% have 
placed at least once in a Performance event and 0.7% has competed in at least one Companion event. For the next 5-year period, 2013-2017, 
that increased to 23% in Conformation, 2.4% in Performance events (excluding 2017 where they would be too young to compete at the time of 
the report) and 1.7% in Companion events. 

These are significantly higher than the previous 5-year period and are markedly higher than the average percentages of complements of all the 
terrier’s breeds in the terrier group during the same time period, as documented in the Terrier Group AKC Registration Stats report, which were 
6.3%, 0.5% and 0.6% for Conformation, Performance and Companion, respectively.

Percentage of Each Years Complement in Competition
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Figure 5.  The red line is the total number of unique individuals competing in Conformation each year. The blue line is the total number of unique indi-
viduals placing in Performance events each year. The green line is the total number of unique individuals competing in Companion events each year. 

A unique individual, as depicted in Figure 5, is one that is competing in a particular sport at least once during that year.  For the 5-year period, 
2008-2012, there was an average of 271 unique individuals competing each year in Conformation. For the next 5-year period, 2013-2017 the 
number of unique individuals competing in Conformation dropped to an average of 218 individuals each year. This is a 20% decrease from the 
first half of the decade to the second half. Interestingly, in the first half of the decade there were 268 individuals registered each year and almost 
the same number of average number of unique individuals, of all ages, were shown in the conformation during that same time period. In the 
second half of the decade there was actually more, on average, unique individuals shown than was registered during that same time period (181 
individuals).

For the first 5-year period, an average of 48 unique individuals placed at least once in each year in a Performance event. For the second 5-year 
period, the average stayed pretty steady at 51. The Performance events most attended by Aussies were, in order of popularity, the Coursing Abil-
ity Test, Earth Dog, Fast Cat, Farm Dog Certification and Scent Work.

For the first 5-year period, an average of 2 unique individuals were shown in a Companion event each year. For the second 5-year period, this 
increased to an average of 10 unique individuals each year. The Companion events most attended by Aussies were, in order of popularity, Rally, 
Obedience, Tracking and Agility.

Total Number of Unique Aussies Competing in AKC Sports each Year (2008-2018)
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Figure 6. Each color represents the yearly total number of individuals registered for a particular country. The colors match the legend in alphabetical 
order with blue for Australian on down to red for the USA. The number at the top of each stacked bar graph is the total global number of Australian 
Terriers registered for that year.

According to Figure 6, there has been an overall decrease of 21% in the average 
number of Australian Terriers registered globally in the first 5-year period, 2008-
2012 of the decade represented when compared with the second 5-year period, 
2013-2017 (1127 and 894 individuals, respectively). Each country has experienced 
differing levels of change in the number of individual registered from the first 
half of the decade to the second. Germany has the highest decrease from the first 
5-year period to the second with a 38% decrease. This is possibly due to the num-
ber of imported dogs being included in the total registered in Germany. The statis-
tics received did not separate those born within the country and those imported. 
Finland and Sweden experienced nearly the same, above the global average, 
decrease, 36%, between the two time periods. The UK and the USA each experi-
enced slightly less, still above global average, decreases of 32%. Norway’s decrease 
was 23%, close to the global average for the decade. Canada and Australia have 
enjoyed an increase of individual registrations over the whole decade with 28% 
and 8% increases, respectively. While the population is small, Russia appears to be 
enjoying an increase in individuals registered of 36%. It is unknown if there were 
no Australian Terriers registered in that country prior to 2011 or if the numbers 
were just not available.

Global Number of Australian Terriers Registered Each Year(2008-2017)
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Figure 7. Each color represents the yearly total number of litters registered for a particular country. The colors match the legend in alphabetical order 
with blue for Australia on down to red for the USA. The number at the top of each stacked bar graph is the total global number of litters registered for 
that year.

Over all, as seen in Figure 7, there has been a 28% decrease in the average number of litters registered globally comparing the first 5-year 
period, 2008-2012, with the second 5-year period, 2013-2017 (314 and 226 litters, respectively). Each country has experienced differing levels of 
decrease in litters registered. The USA has the highest decrease from the first 5-year period to the second with a 46% decrease. Sweden has also 
experienced, a greater than average, decrease, 40%, between the two time periods The UK and Finland have experienced, near global average, 

decreases with 26% and 29%, respectively. Norway and Canada 
appear to have, less than average, decreases with 17% and 
15%, respectively. The Netherlands and Australia seem to have 
enjoyed much more stable litter registrations over the whole 
decade with only an 8% decrease seen by both countries. Russia 
appears to be enjoying an increase in litters registered of 60%. 
It is unknown if there were no litters of Australian Terriers born 
in that country prior to 2011 or if the numbers were just not 
available.

Global Number of Australian Terrier Litters Each Year (2008-2017)
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Figure 8. Each color represents the yearly total number of Australian Terriers born in a particular country. The colors match the legend in alpha-
betical order with blue for Australian on down to red for the USA. The number at the top of each stacked bar graph is the total global number of 
Individuals born in that year.

The complement, the number of puppies born each year, was estimated for the UK, Sweden and Australia in Figure 8, as this statistic wasn’t re-
ceived from those countries. They are calculated from the number of litters born and the average number of puppies/litter born each year in the 
data sets received. Data wasn’t provided for Russia prior to 2011 nor for Canada and the UK prior to 2012. 

A global average of 1373 individuals were born in the first half (2008-2012) of the decade represented in Figure 8. The second half of the decade 
(2013-2017) had a global average of 1033 individuals. This is a decrease in average global complement from the first half of the decade to second 
of 25%. The USA was second to Sweden in the greatest decrease in the complement over the decade with decreases of 44% and 46%, respec-
tively. Finland and Germany saw similar decreases of 36% and 38%, respectively. Norway’s decrease in complement over the decade is 23%, very 
similar to the global average. Australia enjoyed a very stable population with a 6% increase seen from the first half of the decade to the second 
half. Russia, the UK and Canada, all have apparent increases in their complements from one half of the decade to the next (36%, 56% and 68%, 
respectively). Again, these apparent increases could possibly be due to missing data in the first decade.

In Figure 2, it was calculated the average percentage of the USA complement lost to the gene pool in 2008-2012 in the USA was 55%. The 
average percentage of the USA complement decreased significantly to 42% for the second half of the decade (2013-2017). This is much larger 
than global average of the complement lost to the gene pool in either the first half of the decade (22%) or the second half of the decade (16%). 
Almost all of the complement lost to the gene pool is likely attributed to the USA as most countries have mandatory registrations of all their pup-
pies born in each litter.

Global Number of Australian Terriers Born Each Year(Complement for 2008-2017)
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Figure 9. Each line corresponds to the average number of puppies/litter born each year for a particular country. The legend is arranged alphabetically 
starting with Australia represented with an orange line and ending with the USA represented with a blue line. The average number of puppies/litter each 
year is represented as a number along each countries line.

The number of puppies/litter each year was calculated for Canada, Finland, Germany and the Netherlands. The number of litters and the comple-
ments was used from the data set provided for each country.

The global average number of puppies/litter, taking into account all countries and all years, is 5 puppies with a standard deviation of 1 (for a 
range of 4-6 puppies/litter). The Netherlands, Canada and Norway, all countries with relatively low numbers of litters, have the highest average 
number of puppies/litter for a single year - more often than any other country. The 5-year average number of puppies/litter has improved from 
the first half of the decade to the second half of the decade 
for Australia and Canada. It has declined for Finland, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Russia. The 5-year average has 
stayed relatively steady from the first half of the decade to 
the second half for Sweden, the UK and the USA.

A low of 3.7 for the first half of the decade in Australia is 
the only low 5-year average to fall outside the expected 
low side of the global average of 4 puppies/litter. A high of 
6.2 for the second half of the decade in Canada is the only 
5-year average on the high side of the global average of 6 
puppies/litter.

Global Average Number of Puppies/Litter Born Each Year (2008-2017)
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Figure 10. Each line represents the number of imported Australian Terriers into a country each year. The legend is arranged alphabetically start-
ing with Australia represented with an orange line and ending with the USA represented with a blue line. The total number of imports each year is 
represented as a number along each countries line.

Australia imported the most number of of Australian Terriers every year except 4 with as 
many as 42 individuals imported in a single year (2015). The total imported by Australia 
over the 10-year period was 225. Finland imported the second highest number of 
Aussies over the 10-year period with 97 imports. The USA imported the third highest 
number during the same time period with 67 imports. Import data was not provided for 
Canada, Germany or Sweden.

Global Number of Australian Terriers Imported Each Year (2008-2017)



Conclusions 

Since 1960, the number of Australian Terriers registered with AKC peaked in 1971 at 1,313 and proceeded to decline to a low of only 145 indi-
viduals in 2014. In 2017, slightly more were registered in the USA (166). This corresponds to only 61 litters and a total of 281 individuals born. 
Globally, in 2017 there was a total of 210 litters born (slightly higher than the 10 year low of 206). This corresponds to only 967 Australian Terriers 
born worldwide that year. Globally, there has been a 25% decrease in the number of puppies born from the 5-year average of 2008-2012 com-
pared to the 5-year average of 2013-2017.

With the strong global litter averages (5 ± 1 puppies/litter), and global importation, all hope in future of the breed is not lost. But time is of the 
essence and now is the time to act. We must breed more Australian Terriers and create new quality lines while maintaining the established 
quality lines. In the USA, on average we lost 42% of our gene pool during that time by not registering 100% of our puppies. The global loss to 
the gene pool during the same period was only 16%, mainly due to practices in the USA as most other countries register all of their puppies. In 
addition to registering all of our puppies, we could possibly consider breeding more of the complement and review our mandatory spay/neuter 
practices for pets. Each quality pet altered reduces the gene pool accordingly.

During the Education Day at the 2018 ATCA National Meeting, Jerold S. Bell, DVM from Tufts University gave a wonderful seminar on the genetic 
diversity of the Australian Terrier.  The full video is available on YouTube.  Dr. bell discussed the importance of genetic diversity in rare breeds 
like the Australian Terrier.  Genetic diversity, gene diversity, and maintenance of healthy breeding lines are extremely important to rare breeds.  
The Australian Terrier has a better than 10 generation inbreeding coefficient when compared with other breeds with genetic diversity concerns. 
Choosing genetically the best stud for the bitch, and not just the one winning all the awards, helps to prevent “Popular Sire Syndrome” and main-
tain our genetic diversity.

With the loss of the number of Australian Terriers from the gene pool over the years, we must be intentional in our commitment to sustain and 
preserve our breed.  Without an intentional commitment, the Australian Terrier could join other breeds that have become extinct. The ATCA 
Sustainability Committee is working to secure a sustainable future with the Australian Terrier.  Join us in our work.

We must promote the breed so that more people recognize an Australian Terrier.  In 2019, ATs were on billboards in New York City, a AKC com-
mercial and print ads for the national dog show, and the subject of a new book.  They are also showing up more in regular advertising, such as 
Target and Naval Exchange ads and printed on product packaging. The more people that know about the Australian Terrier, the more they will 
realize what a great versatile companion they are and inquire as to ownership.  To reverse the trend we must act on behalf of our best friends.

Here are 5 things each breeder can do to help sustain the Australian Terrier and turn around the downward trend.

1. Talk about Australian Terriers to everyone. It’s easy.  
We all love Australian Terriers.  Be a Breed Ambassador to the dog loving public.  Walk your dog in town, take them to the pet store, talk to girls 
scouts, boy scouts, and any other civic group you can about how they are a wonderful dog and companion.  Tell stories of the bravery and intel-
ligence, show pictures of them as puppies.   Post adorable photos all over social media.  Spread the love of the AT. 

2. Breed.   
Have a purposeful purebred litter.  Register all puppies with the AKC.  

3. Health test breeding pairs.   
Healthy breeding pairs create healthy puppies.   
Healthy puppies create better future generations.   
The ATCA recommends thyroid, patella, and eye exams.  

4. Preserve Frozen semen, it is essential for future breeding generations.   
Maintaining existing lines is critical to preventing extinction of the Australian Terrier.  If you are considering retiring from active breeding, leave a 
legacy to younger breeders.  Do not allow your frozen semen to be discarded.  Set up a legal document, give ownership rights to another breeder, 
leave your legacy to the next generation.  
 
As well-established breeders age out of active breeding, we must do all that can be done not to lose the genetic diversity of their lines.  

5. Join the ATCA.   
If you are already a member, reach out to Australian Terrier enthusiasts and sponsor them to become a new member of the club.  Help to increase 
the ATCA membership and strengthen the club.  Sponsoring a new member is easy.

What will happen to the Australian Terrier in the next ten years?  

You can make the difference by taking intentional action to sustain the Australian Terrier.  

Please join us in sustaining and preserving the breed.
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ATCA Futurity
The ATCA Futurity will be held on Wednesday, June 10th, 2020 with the Stone City KC show

The Futurity is exclusively for the competition of puppies and juniors between 6 months and 24 months of age.

Futurity Judge: Ken Murray

•	 The Futurity is open to all breeders of AKC registered Australian Terriers in good standing with the 
American Kennel Club.

•	 Puppies and juniors eligible for the Futurity must be out of nominated bitches and nominated litters.  The puppy 
nomination form must also be completed for those puppies/juniors selected for entry.

•	 Bitch, litter and puppy nomination forms are available for download on the ATCA website.  Send all  
nomination forms to Sue Bachman, Futurity Chairman.  They need not all be sent together since puppies may not 
be old enough to evaluate for entry at the time other nomination forms are completed.  Send your nomination 
forms NOW or as soon as you can so we have an idea of what the entry will be.   
The last date for receiving nomination forms  is May 10, 2020.

•	 The Futurity is designed to pay for itself.  The bitch nomination form must be accompanied by a check for $50.  If 
the litter is nominated, a check for $25 must accompany the litter nomination form.  If a puppy or junior from the 
litter is nominated, a check for $10 must accompany the puppy/ junior nomination form.

Rosettes, cash awards, medallions, trophies will be presented  
to the breeder and the owner of the sire of the winners.

•	 To enter the Futurity, puppies/juniors must be entered in a regular conformation class and the appropriate  
Futurity class as an “additional” class at the ATCA National Specialty they were nominated for and are eligible for.

•	 Puppies/juniors are eligible to be shown in one Futurity only.  
•	 Champions of record are eligible. 

The breeder/owner must show the dog.  
Dogs shown in the Futurity may not be shown by professional  handlers, members of their family or their employees 
unless such person is the breeder/owner of the dog entered. 

•	 Futurity classes will be divided according to age and sex:
         o Dogs 6-12 months Bitches 6-12 months
         o Dogs 12-18 months Bitches 12-18 months
         o Dogs 18-24 months Bitches 18-24 months

The winner of each class will compete for Best Dog and Best Bitch in Futurity. 
 

•	 The Futurity Committee will prepare the Futurity catalog.  We need a 3 generation pedigree of the entered puppy/
junior and a photo, if possible, for the catalog. 

Send nomination forms and checks to: 
 Sue Bachman 

 6829 Pleasants Valley Rd, Vacaville, CA 95688
phone: 707 451-8377 

Questions?  
email Sue at: suebachman@att.net
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Judging the Veterans Class 
in Conformation by Jeffrey G Pepper

The best judges are, without a doubt, those who enjoy what they do. 
Nearly every judge I know savors the assignment to judge a Specialty 
show, for it is at the Specialties that we tend to see the greatest num-
ber of dogs of that breed congregating in one place. This normally 
provides the potential for a depth of quality seldom seen at All-Breed 
shows. One of the many highlights of a judging career often comes 
from judging a National Specialty.

For many judges, the Veterans classes, where dogs or bitches return 
to the ring after staying home for some time, are the most difficult. 
These dogs were the winners of yesteryear, and seeing them again can 
bring a tear to the eye of even the most jaded fancier. Often, some of 
the best-quality dogs in the entire show are those competing in the 
Veterans classes.

Beauty before age

The question often arises as to how Veterans 
classes should be judged. For me, there is 
little question. I’m not there to let my senti-
ment push me into rewarding the oldest dog 
in the ring with a ribbon. I’m still judging, so 
I’m looking for the best example of the breed 
in the class.

At a Specialty, the winner of a Veterans class 
is eligible to compete for Best of Breed – and 
sometimes wins. Seeking quality means I 
cannot forgive the sagging topline caused 
by having a litter or by age. Seeking quality 
means I cannot forgive faulty movement. 
But seeking quality does allow me to ignore 
those inevitable gray hairs.

One judging difficulty occurs when viewing 
a dog that retains classic breed type when 
stacked but, upon closer examination, has 
not been treated kindly by age and time. This 
is often the dog that falls apart when gaited. 
Here the judge faces a tough decision: either 
recognize the type and place the dog highly in the class, or fault the 
weaknesses that appear to be the result of the natural aging process. 
There’s no easy answer to such a dilemma. It’s difficult to reward a dog 
that’s no longer able to perform its intended function.

In the end, judges are charged with deciding on placements that are 
based on how the dog looks on the day, not how it might have looked 
before or even on how it might look tomorrow. Prior records should 
not figure into the decision-making process. 

It’s also interesting to see how a breed holds up over time. Has there 
been a change in the style of dogs since the members of the Veterans 
class were youngsters? Has the breed improved over time, or has the 
quality slipped since then? From this point of view, to find that the 
best dogs in the entire show are found in the Veterans classes gener-
ally does not speak well for the breed. The youngsters should, ideally, 
be of better quality than the older generation, for the job of breeders 
is to protect and improve the breed.

Big winners of the past

Sometimes a judge finds that one of the dogs in a class was, in its 
younger years, a big winner. What should a judge do if the dog with 
the big record has not held up well over the years? Perhaps the dog 
has lost some of the muscle fill in the skull, creating a head that is not 
as good as it once was. Maybe the superb movement of years past can 
no longer be seen. Should a judge recognize the record of the dog by 
giving it the class or a placement despite the signs of age? A difficult 
decision.

The owners or handlers of this former winner must also make tough 
choices. Should the dog be brought out to the show despite its cur-
rent shortcomings, or should it remain in the comfort of its home 
where it can rest on its laurels, and its fans can remember it as it once 
was? For me, despite the temptation to exhibit a dog one more time, 
it’s sometimes best to resist the pull.

Golden years

Sometimes, despite best intentions, 
personal experience can intrude on the 
judging process. For example, I’ve now 
been judging for more than 23 years. Per-
haps the most difficult class I ever judged 
was a Veteran-Bitch 12-Years-and-Older 
class at the Golden Retriever National 
Specialty in September 2001. The show, 
held in Albuquerque, N.M., about two 
weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11, was a 
difficult show for many people. However, 
it was especially tough for me. I had lost 
my mother on Sept. 7, and my last Gold-
en Retriever passed away at the age of 
13 about 10 days later. ‘Lucy’ represented 
many generations of my own breeding, 
and was the last of a line of Goldens I had 
worked with since 1969. As you might 
imagine, losing Lucy was not easy.

At that show, the 12-Years-and-Older Veterans class consisted of five 
bitches. As the oldest Veterans filed into my ring, I began the evalua-
tion process. The last bitch in line seemed to be the one that was not 
going to get a ribbon. Each of these Goldens was clearly enjoying their 
day in the sun as I went over them individually and gaited each dog.

When I came to the last bitch in line, my initial impression proved to 
be correct. She was going to be the one to leave the ring without a rib-
bon. As I had with the others, after doing the individual examination, 
I asked that she be moved in a triangle, and the handler complied. 
When she stopped in front of me, I asked the handler to take the bitch 
down and back. The handler swung the bitch around and said, “Come 
on, Lucy.” Well, I lost it. Of all the potential names for a Golden bitch, 
what were the odds this one would be called Lucy?

In the end, she still didn’t get a ribbon.

Reprinted with Permission 2019
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Watching the Veterans 
Class at Dog Shows: 

More Than Sentiment

If you like to get weepy and sentimental when watching the veterans 
classes and veteran sweepstakes at a specialty show, far be it from me 
to stop you. Remember, however, that these classes offer us a lot more 
than just gaiting along memory lane. They are seriously useful for 
breeders and owners, so it’s worth watching them with clear eyes and 
open minds.

In our enjoyment of seeing the older dogs in the ring, it’s easy to let 
our feelings take over while our brains disengage, but this would be a 
mistake. Veteran classes are where we can see how dogs have held up 
over the years, and these classes deserve our full attention.

When an 11-year-old dog moves well, that tells us a great deal about 
his soundness—maybe more than when we watched the same dog 10 
years earlier. A great topline is especially gorgeous on an old dog, and 
when you see a splendid front on a veteran, it can take your breath 
away. Good feet are among my favorite things, and I love to see how 
those feet have held up after 10 or 12 years of active use.

If longevity and soundness are important in our breeding plans, it 
makes a lot of sense to watch the veteran classes closely, using our 
brains as well as our hearts.

(I admit that I always make sure I have a handkerchief or two, just in 
case a speck of dust makes my eyes water. I wouldn’t want my vision 
to be too blurry to see the dogs clearly.)

Old dogs have had time to earn titles in the field and in companion 
events, so a look at the catalog is also helpful. More than once a dog 
who appeared to be just a pretty face as a youngster has grown up to 
be an old dog with an array of titles indicating talent, trainability, and 
soundness.

At a specialty show with a good-sized entry, the veteran classes give 
us the opportunity for comparison with the younger dogs, including 
offspring (sometimes multiple generations) of some of the veterans. 
On average, are we seeing improvement over the years in fronts, 
toplines, tail-sets, movement, and overall balance? If you’ve ever been 
present on a day when the comparison favored the older dogs, you 
know that it serves as a reminder to renew our focus on the breed 
standard and the qualities that make up a correct specimen of the 
breed.

Good sportsmanship is another lovely thing about the veteran 
classes. Somehow those white faces seem to have a positive effect 
on the manners of the spectators. Instead of selectively clapping and 
cheering for their favorites (and, in the process, hurting the feelings of 
any exhibitors—especially if they are new to the sport—who endure 
silence as they go around the ring), people make sure that every vet-
eran dog and bitch gets to enjoy the applause.

May the good sportsmanship continue. And may it spread.
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Many people are decorating their homes for the holidays, but pet 
owners should be aware that some plants used for holiday decorating 
can be dangerous to cats and dogs. Understanding which plants are 
toxic, and which are not, can help bring home the festive spirit and 
avoid danger for pets.

One of the most popular holiday plants often considered poisonous 
are poinsettias. But in fact, they are “non” to “mildly” toxic and do not 
deserve their bad reputation. Pets that ingest poinsettias generally 
have no clinical signs or mild gastrointestinal discomfort. A mild rash 
may develop if rubbed on the skin, but they are considered safe to 
keep in the home.

Dr. Dorothy Black, clinical assistant professor at the Texas A&M Univer-
sity College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences (CVM), 
explained, “Poinsettias are usually referred to as highly toxic, but they 
really aren’t. Feel free to display them at Christmas.”

Christmas trees are also generally safe for pets. However, pine needles 
can cause damage to eyes if pets should run into the tree, such as a 
corneal laceration. Should pets ingest the sap produced by the tree, 
mild gastrointestinal discomfort may occur, but natural trees are gen-
erally non-toxic for dogs.

Mistletoe, on the other hand, can be quite poisonous to pets. If ingest-
ed, pets may experience gastrointestinal upset, or show clinical signs 
of poisoning such as a change in mental function, difficulty breathing, 
or a low heart rate.

“If you see these symptoms in your pet and suspect or know they 
ingested mistletoe, you should seek veterinary assistance as soon as 
possible,” Black said. “Mistletoe shouldn’t be used where pets could 
possibly reach it.”

Another holiday decorative plant, holly, can be dangerous for pets 
and is considered poisonous. Clinical symptoms may be displayed as 
vomiting, diarrhea, decreased energy, and general upset stomach. 
Owners should seek veterinary assistance if they suspect their pets of 
ingesting holly.

Amaryllis and Daffodils are also considered poisonous for pets. If 
ingested, pets may vomit, appear depressed, or show signs of a painful 
abdomen and a loss of appetite.

“Some pets who consume amaryllis or daffodils will show symptoms 
of tremors,” Black said. “This can be a sign of severe toxicity.”

“The more toxic the plant, the more careful you should be with 
displaying them in your home. While Poinsettias and Christmas trees 
are generally safe for pets, holly, mistletoe, amaryllis, daffodils should 
be considered quite toxic,” Black said. “Pets should not be allowed 
to come in contact with poisonous holiday plants, and if they are 
displayed in the home they should be kept out of reach, and pet’s be-
havior should be monitored to make sure they do not show symptoms 
of poisoning.”

—Beth Nash, Vizsla Club of America; July 2015 AKC Gazette

Which Holiday Plants are 
Toxic to Dogs? 

By Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences
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The Supracaudal Gland
by Julie Seaton

Have you ever noticed that sometimes the top portion of an Aussie’s 
tail has different-colored hair? On a red Aussie, the color on the tail 
may change to white and/or black hairs, and on the blue-tan, you will 
see mainly white. This hair may be shorter and coarser than the rest 

of the tail hair. Sometimes it’s 
not even a different color, but 
instead, the texture of the fur 
will be different.

This hair change may be the 
sign of the supracaudal gland.

Above the ninth caudal vertebra 
is a gland called the violet gland 
or the supracaudal gland; some 
call it the precaudal gland. It is 
located on the upper surface of 
the tail and consists of modified 
sweat glands and sebaceous 
glands. This gland is active in 

wolves, as well as foxes and the European badger. It is also active in 
some dogs, for example, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, and there is specula-
tion that some lines of German Shepherds have active supracaudal 
glands.  Most domestic dogs however, even 
those that carry the mark itself on the tail, 
do not have functioning/working precaudal 
glands. It is also important to note that the 
gland is NOT an indication of wolf heritage, 
as is thought by many.

So what exactly does this gland do?  In 
wolves, the gland can be used to release a 
pheromone onto another wolf, marking that 
wolf as a member of a particular pack. In 
foxes, the gland is used during mating sea-
son.  Foxes have a darker patch of hair near 
the base of the tail, over the supracaudal 
scent gland.  This area lacks underfur, having 
only guard hairs with thick white ends and 
black tips. This gland also contributes to the 
strong odor that foxes have. In wolves, it can have a bluish tinge with 
a few longer, stiffer hairs that poke out of it. The spot can be a few dif-
ferent shapes. 

Some dogs have vestigial precaudal glands; the state of development 
depends on the specific breed. Like wolves, dogs will smell other dogs 
to discern identifying scents that emanate from both the anal and 
precaudal glands. In dogs that do have an active gland, it may become 
overactive or infected. The condition is called Supracaudal Gland 
Infection or Supracaudal Gland Hyperplasia.  

Treatment consists mostly of cleaning 
with degreasing shampoos and pos-
sibly short term steroids and antibiotic 
therapy. Every once in a while, surgical 
reduction or removal of the gland is 
needed. 

The supracaudal 
gland is thought to 
be nonfunctional in 
Australian Terriers, 
but some of the 
older lines may still 
have functional 
ones.  More recent 
lines, although 
they may show the 
characteristic hair 
changes, do not 
have active glands, 
to this author’s 
knowledge

Breeders who dock tails believed that this was the “stress point” where 
the tail was docked. But history shows that the tail was docked right 
around the ninth 
vertebra where the 
gland is located, so 
on some Aussies, 
you can see the tip 
of the tail has the 
hair color change 
due to the gland’s 
presence.  Dock-
ing beyond the tail 
bump, where the 
tail narrows, will 
leave the gland, 
whether active or 
not, in place.  

Another interesting property is that although the supracaudal gland is 
also referred to by some as a “stud tail,” it is present in both sexes. It is 
not unique to just males and can occur in de-sexed dogs as well.

The change in 
characteristics of 
the hair around 
the gland will 
be evident on 
an adolescent 
puppy, but may 
be lost as the 
dog matures, es-
pecially in show 
prospects, due to 
frequent groom-
ing of the tail.  
Many breeders, 
groomers, and 

handlers pull out the coarser hair to coax more natural hair to grow 
back in its place. 

Maybe now that we know that the coat change is the mark of a unique 
and interesting feature, we will work on leaving it in as much as 
possible.

Wolf Precaudal Gland Mark

Supracaudal Gland HyperplasiaPh
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Australian Terrier Rescue
“When one door closes, another opens”

The year 2019 has been a busy one for Aussie Rescue with dogs need-
ing to be rehomed through no fault of their own and with the loss of 
two of our older adoptees from past years.

Lucy and Desi were purchased by 
someone looking to become a 
“breeder”, but they were released to 
ATR instead.  They were young kennel 
dogs with little individual attention 
or training, but they were vetted and 
spayed and neutered and an adoptive 
home for both was found and they are 
doing well.

Jack’s owner basically didn’t have time for him any-
more and he has been placed into a new loving home. 

Jasmine was not getting along with other dogs in a 
multi-pet setting and a home for her was found where 
she is the only star in the home and receives all the 
attention.

Bella’s owners had a change in family living ar-
rangements that was hard on Bella and she was 
adopted by a retired person who has had the 
breed before and is home all the time with her. 

Bob’s elderly owner had to 
go into assisted living and 
Bob went to a kennel for 
a short time until a family 
member contacted ATR.  Bob 
went to a new home where 
he is once again a much-loved pet.

Pal was ‘dumped” at a police precinct by a “dement-
ed woman” (their words) who drove away without 
even telling anyone his name or age. He ended 

up in the Medfield, MA shelter. He is a senior dog and was found to be 
deaf and in bad need of a dental. ATR asked Kim Occhiuti to help and 
she went immediately and retrieved him and took him to her vet. 

He has settled in at 
Kim’s home with her 
other dogs, grum-
bling like the old 
man he is when they 
annoy him, and is 
especially attached to 
Kim’s husband David 
Czelusniak. 

Thank you, Kim.

Rescue recently received the following letter from the owner of Ster-
ling, adopted in 1-2011.  

He was in a high kill public shelter, was released to an ATR friend, fos-
tered and vetted, and adopted by Sharon.

Her recent letter is reprinted with her permission.

Dear Friends of the ATR,
I lost my best friend Sterling yesterday.  He became diabetic a couple of 
months ago and did not respond to the insulin shots and diet.  We found 
out that he had a mass on his pancreas.

I adopted Sterling in January 2011, and he was truly the sweetest boy I 
have ever known.  He loved this family completely, children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren.  I miss him so much and am terribly lonely 
without him.

I just wanted to let you ‘all know because he is out there as one of your 
happy endings.  It certainly was a a happy ending because we have been 
so blessed by his presence.  I wanted to thank you for letting me adopt him 
(or him adopt me!) and for all that you do for these wonderful dogs.  There 
are none like them. God bless you. 

This update started with “When a door closes” …  These dogs that 
ATR has assisted look like Aussies ( mostly), act like Aussies, have 
good temperaments in spite of their backgrounds and prior living 
conditions, and most of them were not displaced by their own action, 
but by being the wrong dog 
for the wrong person at the 
wrong time in their lives, or by 
unavoidable changes in their 
owner’s life. 

Shelter dogs especially are at 
high risk for euthanasia.  This is 
a big country and often some-
one needs to act quickly to 
remove a dog from a high-risk 
place to a place of safety or of-
fer a short-term foster while the 
right new home is found. 

When an owner dies or goes into assisted living or a nursing home the 
need for action is immediate.  These are usually one owner and well--
cared for pets , now bewildered by whatever has happened to them.

The last part of the title of this update is “ another door always opens”.  
Can you become the door one of these dogs needs and deserves?

By Susan Saulvester
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FIRST Champion of the Breed 
CH Cooees Straleon Aussie of Plesant Pastures

FIRST CD
Willelva Wondered

FIRST to earn Utility Degree in Obedience
CH Cooees Straleon Bracider UD
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History Of Firsts....



“If you don’t have a history, then you can’t have a future.”
-  Jacqueline Edgington

1962

1961

1960 1961

1961

CH Karibah Red Wings

CH Seven Oaks Sunbeam

Wingspan’s Wallaby

Seven Oaks Dignity Seven Oaks Storyteller

1963

CH Pinedale’s Tambo

Some historic dogs from the past....
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1963 1963

1965

CH Seven Oaks Spaceman

CH Evelyn Regal Salute

Dutch Veld Juan

CH Merryvale Suzette

1966

Tinee Town Tell Tale 

1967

Pleasant Pastures Sprout

1968

CH Tinee Town Talewagger
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1970 1971

???
BIS CH Taralee Skelutu

1973

Willelva Belinda Jane

1972

BIS CH Tinee Town Talkbac

1975

CH Tammikins Pleasant Sandra

1977

Crestwood’s Shannon
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1980

1982

CH Plesant Pastures Ma’s Jubilee

CH Austwyn Optimum

1979

Plesant Pastures Accent O’Red

1984

BIS CH Crestwoods Crackerjack

1984

Plesant Pastures Take Tagsey

1986

CH Shastakin Samabel Flyer
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1988

Tineetown Red Halo

1987

CH Southern Cross Nathan Hawke

1991

BISS CH Crestwoods Jackson

1992

BISS CH Tasmanian Terror Wind Walker

CH Crestwoods Crown Jewel

1993 1994

BISS CH Bearsteps Whirlwind Romance
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1996

BISS CH Beatsteps Uluru Rocka Tekoah

1995

BISS CH Eager April Thunder

1997

BISS CH Aussome Fleetwood Mac

2004

CH Redwing Court Jester

2006

BISS CH Benayr Nessum Dorma

2010

MBIS MBISS GCH CH Kambara’s Zebulon
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The Moment of Truth
“Dedication”

The Bullfighter faces the moment of truth each time he enters the 
ring.  Have you as a breeder of Australian Terriers ever faced your “Mo-
ment of Truth” as you look around the ring at your competition and 
compared their stock to what you have on the end of your lead?  There 
are a number of ways to look at your Aussie:  as the Breeder, as the 
Judge, as a potential buyer at ringside, and as your competition.  How 
is your appraisal when you consider type, balance, size, coat, class,  
movement, soundness, and temperament? How do the other dogs 
and yours measure up to the AKC Australian Terrier Standard?  For you, 
it may be the “Moment of Truth” has struck!  Is it time to change your 
line, or perhaps you should try to add or delete certain points?  Maybe 
you should take a look around and gain knowledge of several kennel 
strains with the goal in mind of improving your own line.  There are 
many requisites to developing a good strain.  Much hard work and an 
enormous amount of patience and study is required in obtaining that 
desired status.  Also, testing and time are needed to give s security 
and permanence to your line’s endurance.  Dedication, it seems, is one 
of those first requites.  You must have a sincere dedication to the Aus-
tralian Terrier breed.  That is such an easy sentence to write but think 
about it.  “Dedication to the Breed!”.

Owner/Stud Reputation

The owner of a Stud has such a great responsibility to the breed!  What 
if this stud is not right for the bitch sent for service -or if she is not wor-
thy to breed or has a similar fault to what the stud dog has?  Or even 
worse, this popular, winning Stud may be siring offspring with poor or 
disqualifying factors.  Only a few persons may know of these details, 
but it is up to them to protect the breed if they truly love it.  Just think, 
a bitch usually has two litters in two years, but a Stud can service many 
litters in two weeks.  Therefore, a dedicated breeder does not put the 
almighty dollar, and convenience above his or her Stud dog’s reputa-
tion.  Every breed must deal with the so called “back-yard breeders 
and puppy mills”.  These are breeders who only care about selling for 
as high a price as possible, and at a very early age to save expenses. 
These “breeders” often change breeds rapidly to keep pace with the 
fashion.  As our breed becomes more and more popular, we may see 
some various faults appearing, or inherited weaknesses.  These prob-
lems we may have to face as they probably will come to our chosen 
breed quite as surely as they have to other breeds.  It takes only one 
dog to introduce an inherited disease and it only takes one owner to 
hide it from other breeders to perchance spread the horror.  So these 
problems we must face honestly before they overcome our Aussies.  
Our breed currently and fortunately are not subject to any special 
diseases.

Learning Never stops

Another requisite is to set a fine definite goal-to know what you wish 
to accomplish.  However, learning never stops.  Read books, maga-
zines, veterinarian reports, and articles.  Also attend seminars and 
observe at dogs show rings.  Another necessity for the dedicated 
breeder is to cull- to have the courage  to discard and not breed or 
allow to be bred those specimens which are undesirable.  Many breed-
ers will breed into a line only for a pretty head, tail-set, coat texture or 
color, or some such quality knowing all the time that particular line 
has many major faults, but harboring hopes that those faults will not 
carry through. This false optimism will bring only heartaches and dis-
appointments both to you and to those breeders who depend upon 
you and your line, and in a addition, will eventually harm the breed.  
So, if you find the quality of your line not improving   or is holding 
faults or losing good points you have already achieved, it is best to cull 
than save and hope for the best.  Personally, I can never kill a healthy 
specimen.  However, I may spay or neuter a puppy or adult who is not 
of the quality to breed.  In these cases, I would try and find a happy, 
appropriate home-sometimes it is my own!

Which Line and Which Style

It must be accepted that Aussies in different parts of the U.S. come 
in various sizes and types.  Frequently each area trims differently.  
Uniformity in the show ring, and of course in the breed should be a 
definite aim.  This uniformity can only be correct if our Standard is 
strictly followed.  Our breed is relatively new, so it is going to be up to 
you to study and decide which line and style you feel is most correct 
for our Standard. In this space age we may see dogs from far-a-way 
places. Always be observant of the good and the bad.  If still in doubt 
about breeding selections, study some more, and try to breed the best 
that you have or may be able to obtain, and to the very best procur-
able.  And do, so without consideration of easy-to reach dogs or even 
friendship.  Do not let such factors override your conscience and 
better judgement.  You may lose a friend and find economy became 
an extravagance.  Another important requisite is being truthful to 
yourself, not to be guided by your emotional and personal preferences 
for your own dogs-unless you are truly positive that you have the best   
for the current requirement.  To breed correctly requires not only great 
courage and fortitude, but strong shoulders to support the disap-
pointments however, the rewards will be great.  Sometimes you will 
enter that show ring with an elegant, sound, balanced dog depicting 
good breeding and showmanship, and that elusive quality of class.  
All eyes are on your well-trained Aussie: the Judges, the competitors, 
spectators, and your own.  Then you will realize that all those sacrifices 
and hard efforts you contributed surely now compensate for the many 
years you gave of interest and love for Australian Terriers.  You can now 
fearlessly and with head held high, face “The Moment of Truth”.

For some of the above ideas, gratitude is expressed to Kay Champion, a 
good person and a fine Aussie breeder and exhibitor of yesteryear.

AKC Gazette Column   September 1983
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It was a glorious morning. As I returned from my 5 a.m. bike ride, 
the air was laden with jasmine and eucalyptus oil. The grass gave off 
a clean earthy aroma. As I bent down to greet our new Chihuahua 
puppy I couldn’t help but smile as his little tongue licked my nose and 
left behind that lovely smell of puppy breath. I held my breath for a 
moment and just let the scent flow through every fiber of my body.

It was a good morning.

Smell is an important primeval sense. The first major nerve that enters 
the brain detects scent. That nerve -- and the information it carries -- 
connects directly to the base of the brain where immediate responses 
occur. Our emotions are strongly influenced by scent. Good smells 
calm and attract us while bad smells repel us and cause aggravation. 
Our pets use their sense of smell to gain all sorts of complex informa-
tion from the environment and this information is used to calculate 
and predict what states of energy and response they should adopt.

Essential oils and aromatherapy are useful aspects of integrative veter-
inary medicine and as more people become aware of ways we can use 
our patients’ noses to assist their health, it becomes useful to learn a 
bit about the subject. And since animals and people are different, it is 
important to know how to properly use oils in pets so that we do not 
unwittingly harm them in the process. You should also always speak to 
a veterinarian before using any essential oils on your pet.

Essential Oils: A Brief History

Evidence suggests that the ancient Egyptians were the first to use 
essential oils. They developed distillation techniques and pioneered 
the discovery of medical and other uses of essential oils. At about the 
same time, the Indians and Chinese were also developing the use of 
plant materials in healing. Knowledge of oil use was passed on to the 
Greeks, as the famous doctor Hippocrates pioneered holistic thera-
pies. The Romans continued this process. After the Roman empire 
fell, a Persian physician named Avicenna (approximately 1,000 A.D.) is 
credited with perfecting the distillation process.

During the Dark Ages of Europe, bathing was frowned upon and 
people used essential oils and herbals on the skin to cover bad odors 
as well as for their antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal properties. 
Church monks became educated herbalists and oil users during this 
time period, and monasteries became repositories of healing litera-
ture. During the Renaissance, the famous physician Paracelcus revived 
holistic therapies and used natural means as a cure for leprosy.

Modern oil usage dates to a French chemist and perfumer named 
Rene Maurice Gattefosse who is known for his accidental discovery of 
lavender oil’s ability to assist in the healing of burns. During the the

second World War, another pioneer named Jean Valet used oils in the 
treatment of wounded soldiers. As research ensued, many properties 
of essential oils and plants were categorized and isolated. This process 
continues today with the pharmaceutical research of essential oils, 
which makes up a large part of botanical research globally. Recently, at 
the University of South Dakota, a student received her doctoral degree 
for pioneering work in ethnobotany, which examined veterinary es-
sential oil use. American veterinary practitioners, such as Dr. Nancy 
Brandt and Dr. Melissa Shelton, are working to better codify oil use in 
animals.

Oils have been shown to have many possible desirable effects such 
as reducing anxiety and inflammation, fighting oxidative processes, 
battling toxins and fighting infections by inhibiting bacteria, fungi and 
viruses. Oil odors can also be used to affect mental states and memory. 
Modern doctors are looking for agents that will assist in management 
of resistant infections and cancer, and these natural products may well 
hold the key to several major advancements.

Essential oils contain a host of biologically active and powerful com-
pounds. Used correctly, they are an indispensible part of integrative 
medical care. However, they can cause undesirable and even danger-
ous side effects, and people using oils medically should seek special-
ized training.

Pet Aromatherapy And Essential Oils: 
What You Need To Know
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Since animals metabolize and react differently to essential oils, it is 
important to know about species-specific differences before using 
oils. One problem we see in our clinic involves people overusing oils. A 
person discovers essential oils and begins to diffuse the oils into their 
homes leading to an unintentional overdose for their pets. Lavender 
oil is highly useful, but it contains no antioxidant compounds and can 
therefore oxidize as it is stored. These oxidized alcohols can aggravate 
patients and lead to the development of allergic responses.

Some essential oils can cause liver and kidney toxicity in sensitive 
species. Cats use a different system in their liver to detoxify and are 
particularly sensitive to essential oils that contain polyphenolic com-
pounds. These are so-called “hot” oils like cinnamon, oregano, clove, 
wintergreen, thyme and birch, which are oils that should be avoided 
in cats. Cats should not receive melaleuca oil, and never put essential 
oils into the ear canal as they can damage cats’ delicate ear drums and 
nerves. Care is needed around eyes as well. Always wash your hands 
after handling oils to prevent accidentally getting them into your eyes.

To reduce the chances of sensitivity and organ toxicity, we generally 
use an oil for no more than two weeks and then provide a rest period. 
Under certain circumstances -- like in the treatment of cancer -- we 
will use oils for longer periods, but this is something best left to those 
trained in the use of oils.
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Oil Essentials

Plants manufacture oils for many reasons. Plants cannot move and 
escape predators and infectious threats, so they produce compounds 
that neutralize or repel pests and pathogens.

Essential oils are absorbed by inhalation, ingestion and contact with 
the skin. They rapidly enter the body and the blood stream and are 
distributed to various tissues. As with all compounds, some chemicals 
have a biological affinity for specific tissues, and doctors -- or those 
knowledgeable about oil use -- can use this property to select oils that 
will target specific tissues.

The compounds present in essential oils are powerful. Very small 
amounts of these substances can have powerful biological effects 
on every system of the body. For example, lavender oil has powerful 
effects on the brain and creates a calming sensation. Small amounts 
of lavender oil can be used when traveling to calm pets or make them 
feel sleepy.

Some Safe Oils To Consider

Veterinarians are skilled in the diagnosis of disease in animals and 
should always be consulted -- especially in situations where symptoms 
are severe or persist. Always tell your veterinarian what natural prod-
ucts your pet is using and involve him or her in these decisions. The 
following oils can be used in first aid and are safe for short-term use:

•	 Lavender: Universal oil, can use pure or diluted. Useful in condi-
tioning patients to a safe space. May help allergies, burns, ulcers, 
insomnia, car ride anxiety and car sickness, to name a few.

•	 Cardamom: Diuretic, anti-bacterial, normalizes appetite, colic, 
coughs, heartburn and nausea.

•	 Fennel: assists the adrenal cortex, helps break up toxins and fluid 
in tissue. Balances pituitary, thyroid and pineal glands.

•	 Helichrysum: Anti-bacterial, reduces bleeding in accidents, skin 
regenerator, helps repair nerves. Also useful in cardiac disease.

•	 Frankincense: Has helped some cases of cancer. Works on the im-
mune system. Has reduced tumors and external ulcers. Increases 
blood supply to the brain (although it can worsen hypertension 
so use caution).

•	 Spearmint: Helps to reduce weight. Good for colic, diarrhea, 
nausea. Helps balance metabolism, stimulates gallbladder. When 
diluted and used short term, this oil is helpful for many gastroin-
testinal issues in cats.

Cautions

While oils are useful in healing and affecting mentation, they are pow-
erful and can cause a wide variety of adverse effects. Principles of safe 
use are recommended. The largest problem with essential oils is that 
they may contain contaminates or adulterants that make more serious 
issues arise. For this reason, one should only use therapeutic grade oils 
from reputable companies and verify the quality of oils before using 
them.

Animals have sensitive senses of smell, so in most cases it is best to 
use oils that are diluted and always provide an escape route. If a pet 
does not like an oil do not enforce its use. Cats are particularly at risk 
for oil reactions and in most cases we use oils very sparingly on cats. 
One drop of essential oil diluted in 50 drops of a pure dilutional oil 
such as grape seed oil is usually sufficient.



My Name is Banjo, Banjo Dahling...
Many of you have recently seen The 2019 National Dog Show. I’ve 
have been asked “How did Banjo land on the cover of County Lines 
Magazine, the 2019 National Dog Show Event Program, on the Kennel 
Club of Philadelphia‘s National Dog Show Facebook Page, and as a 
cutout for the National Dog Show photo booth.  To put it simply, “We 
were at the right place at the right time!”

Every so often a Casting Call will come across our Facebook Page. The 
AKC photo/video shoot, to promote the 2019 National Dog Show, 
was going to be in Atlanta, GA! I didn’t see the original post; however, 
Anne Simmons (an Australian Terrier owner) shared a post on the Aus-
tralian Terrier Lovers Facebook page on Friday, August 14th.  The shoot 
was to take place the following Monday. 

I sent an email to David Frei saying “Yes - we are interested in being 
considered for the photo shoot with you, John O’Hurley and Mary 
Carillo for the National Dog Show this Thanksgiving” and included the 
requested information about Banjo and some photos. 

David Frei, one of the Co-Hosts and also very active in promoting the 
show, emailed me back. He loved Banjo’s photos, but they had already 
chosen the additional dog for the shoot. He said he has a friend, Chuck 
Bessant, in Colorado that has AT’s & he really liked them and maybe 
we could work together in the future. I was so amazed at how nice and 
complementary he was! Chuck had worked with David in the past. 
He also wrote Westminster 101 about going to the Garden. You never 
know when a contact can mean an opportunity like this!  

I was disappointed we weren’t chosen but inspired as I had received 
an email from David Frei! 

I didn’t think any more about the shoot and went to work, as normal, 
the day of the shoot.  I work as a specialty gardener at a beautiful 
estate in Kennesaw, GA. 

On a break, I was on my way to the greenhouse & I checked my email 
and about the same time I received a phone call, from David Frei!  He 
said, “one of the dogs canceled and could I be in downtown Atlanta by 
11am?!”  This was at 9:30am and I was in Kennesaw, 35 miles away with 
Monday morning traffic! 

I asked if he would text me the coordinates and I would see if it was 
even possible for us to make it in time. I said we would do our best! 

I found Patti Locke, my boss, and quickly explained our opportunity. 
She said “Go, GO!!!”  I rushed home, changed, quickly got the dog 
trolly, grooming equip, fan, treats, Banjo & Georgia (she was only 4 
months old & I didn’t have time to get my daughter, Jacqui, to puppy-
sit) in the SUV.  It was now 10am, would I have time to make it? You 
never know with Atlanta traffic. We were able to take the FastPass lane 
avoiding much of the traffic and we made it with 15 minutes to spare 
(I might have pushed the speed limit a tad!)

One might expect this to be a wonderful experience and it was; how-
ever, a very stressful experience as well. Anyone knowing Banjo knows 
he has a very large space bubble. Not only being an intact male; he 
has also been attacked (non-serious) by over 6 supposedly “friendly” 
dogs. As you can see from the behind the scene photos the studio was 
very tight. I had Georgia in a small travel kennel, and I kept Banjo at 
my side to keep him calm. 

The whippet had to relocate as Banjo made it too nervous (his favorite 
pastime is to make eye contact with any dog, any size to intimidate 
them). Everyone was on the other side of the studio and then there 
was Banjo and the standard dachshund on this side of the studio. They 
had a wonderful spread of drinks and food for all the participants and 
camera crew, but it was surrounded by the dogs, so we just waited 
patiently in our spot. Banjo kept trying to go into some equipment 
bags close by, so I had my hands full. I had treats with me and his 
tennis ball to help keep him occupied.  

We met some beautiful and wonderful dogs along with their owners. 
David Frei came and sat with us and shared stories of how he showed, 
became a judge, and the host of The National Dog Show.  

Everyone remembers Co-Host John O’Hurley from his time as Mr. 
Peterson on the famous Seinfeld TV series. He is an American actor, 
voice actor, singer, comedian, author and television personality. I was 
so excited they chose Banjo to sit with him. He was so witty! I had to 
cover my mouth several times so as not to burst out in laughter and 
potentially ruin the taping of the video. 

Mary Carillo completes the two hosts as backstage correspondent. 
She’s a U.S. sportscaster and former 
professional tennis player. She is also 
a reporter for NBC Sports and NBC 
Olympics. I was able to talk with her, 
in between the taping. She has a 
wonderful personality so no wonder 
they have so much fun doing this 
show. They complement each other 
so well. 

by Jan Dahling
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We had a blast with the 
photo & video shoot 
which took most of the 
day.  John O’Hurley did 
an amazing job holding 
Banjo as in the combined 
dog photos, the Burnese 
Mountain dog decided 
to lift his nose looking up 
at Banjo. I held my breath 
as John kept Banjo calm. 
The photo with the Hosts 
on the floor, the Whippet 
& Burnese Mtn Dog was 
supposed to have another 

large dog. They couldn’t get one of the dogs to corporate, and the 
director took a liking to Banjo with his energy and animated expres-
sions. He also got to be in that shot, which ended up being the Cover 
Photo for the Event Program! He also sat in John O’Hurley’s lap as they 
did the video interview. 

We may get to see Banjo in a TV commercial! The individual photo was 
the most difficult (this was used for the cut out). No leash, sitting on 
a high pedestal (4’ off the floor), lights, distractions, and I had to be 5’ 
away! We did the best we could to keep his ears up as I kept getting 
“Yoda” ears. I would get good ears, but he would move, and I would 
have to move in, reposition him, step back ducking the light (I did 
whack my head a few times). Whew we got the shot! 

I hope we get to see the backstage antics of all the owners as we 
worked to get the group dog photo. Luckily, I had brought Banjo’s 
squeaky tennis ball, which was used often during the shoot, for many 
of the dogs. We would all huddled around the camera person trying all 
our tricks to have the dogs to look this way, ears up, and stay in posi-
tion. We did it!!! 

Once it was a wrap, they had all the owners join in for a group shot, 
which was published in the event magazine. What wonderful memo-
ries and a once in a lifetime experience to help promote our beloved 
Australian Terriers! 

We’ve just finished wrapping up taping for a production for the AKC.  This 
is to help spread awareness about the American Kennel Club, make it 
more accessible and relatable to all dog owners. This is to air sometime in  
2020. So another story in the making!

Where do they find all those cute dogs we see in movies, on TV 
shows and in commercials? A lot of dogs and cats are found in animal 
shelters by trainers, but not all. Sometimes a casting call goes out 
from a studio to find the next dog star for a movie or TV commercial. 
It is possible to get your dog an acting career when you know how to 
start. If your dog likes to show off when company is around and is well 
mannered, with a little luck there’s a chance they could end up in the 
movies or on TV with their own acting career.

A dog who is well socialized, friendly and has a good temperament is 
what Hollywood executives are looking for in the next dog star. Your 
dog will need to impress people with his charm if he wants to be con-
sidered for any role. There’s a lot of hustle and bustle around a movie 
set with interaction between the cast and film crew. In order to pass a 
casting company’s demands, the friendlier your dog is, the better his 
chances will be. He can’t be shy or afraid of new things, and he needs 
to stay focused on you or his trainer to present his best qualities to the 
people who are in the position to make your dog a star.

The next step in getting your dog an acting career is training. Not only 
does your dog need to be well trained, but any tricks he can perform 
could give him a paw up on the competition. The dog should be able 
to follow hand signals as well as silent commands. 

Step three is an obvious requirement in an acting career. A well 
groomed dog is more likely to catch the eye of the person making 
casting decisions. The dog must be healthy and have all of his vac-
cinations up to date. You want to present your pet in the best light 
possible because he will be competing with other dogs who are just 
as cute and just as talented. If your dog has a special talent or trick 
that’s different from the others, he may have a chance to shine on the 
big screen one day.

Your dog needs to be prepared to perform at a moment’s notice if a 
talent agency wants to take a look at him. Your dog needs to be able 
to perform his stuff in front of an audience, so make sure he focuses 
on you only and does what you ask each and every time regardless of 
how many people are watching or how many other distractions may 
be going on around him.

You may have to meet with someone at a moment’s notice, so be 
prepared for a last minute call to show off your dog. Make sure your 
schedule is flexible so you can attend to business if and when a call 
comes in. If your dog is singled out, he will need to meet many people 
who will decide which dog to choose, and there will be auditions to 
go to. 

Any healthy dog has as good a chance of ending up in a movie if 
he’s well trained, well socialized, friendly and can perform tricks and 
strut his stuff. If you have the time and patience to do what it takes to 
get your dog an acting career, he could be starring in his own action 
adventure as the next dog hero on the big screen. It is possible a walk 
down the red carpet could be in your dog’s future if you’re willing to 
do what it takes to make him a star.

How to Get Your Dog 
an Acting Career

by Linda Cole
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Hatboro Kennel Club 10-3-2019
Judge Mrs. Murrel Purkhiser
BOB - GCH CH Samabel Silver Bullet
BOS - GCH CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
WB - Aka Inu Baxter’s Redemption
RWB - Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy  
SEL Dog - GCH CH Ludlu’s Marshmallow Attack

Hatboro Kennel Club 10-4-2019 
Raritan Valley Australian Terrier Club (RVATC) Regional Specialty 
Judge Mr. Col. Joe B. Purkhiser
BOB - CH Temora Blackrange Welcome To The Dark Side  
BOS - GCH CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
WB - Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy 
RWB - Aku Inu Baxter’s Redemption
SEL Dog - GCH CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch
SEL Bitch -GCH CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya RN BCAT CGC
AOM - GCHS CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN

Devon Dog Show Association, Inc. 10-5-2019
Judge  Mrs. Cindy Meyer
BOB - GCH CH Samabel Silver Bullet
BOS - GCH CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
BW - Temora Sir Can-A-Lot
WD - Temora Sir Can-A-Lot
WB -  Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy
RWB -  Aka Inu Baxter’s Redemption
SEL Dog - GCHS CH Temora Steal My Heart
SEL Bitch - GCH CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya RN BCAT CGC

Montgomery County Kennel Club 10-6-2019
Judge Mrs. Darle M. Heck
BOB - GCH CH Samabel Silver Bullet   
BOS - GCH CH Wissmiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
BW - Aka Inu Baxter’s Redemption
WD - Temora Sir Can-A-Lot
WB -  Aka Inu Baxter’s Redemption
RWB - Reimin Cream Cracker
SEL Dog - GCHS CH Temora Steal My Heart
SEL Bitch - Aka Inu Merrigang Call Me Crazy
BBE - Temora Sir Can-A-Lot
 

Montgomery Week Results 2019



Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RAE CA DCAT CGCA TKN  
Woola got her DCAT title in Fast Cat. 

As of 10-22-2019 she is the fastest AT bitch to
 reach the DCAT level. 

She is a real joy to have in our lives. 
Owned by Dana Dean

Aussie Brags

FIrewalker’s Lake Alexandrina  RATN
New Barn Hunt Title!

Owners Susan Saulvester and Dr. Grace Massey

BIS RBIS GCH CH Blue Moon Boston Pops
 “Lil’ Man” came out of semi-retirement 

and won back to back group firsts and a reserve best in show at 
the Greater Naples Dog Club in October! 

He is pictured here with owner/handler Kellie Dahlberg 
co- owned by Jeanne Popovits.

GCH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT6 SCN SEN SBN RATN CGC TKP
Benz earned FCAT6 October 20 at the KSSC events in Bridgewater, NJ.

He remains the #1 Australian Terrier in Fast Cat to date 
and the only AT with FCAT/multiple FCAT titles.

bred and handled by Susan Jacobsen.
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AKC New Titles
 This is a listing of New Titles 

May 2019 to September 2019

March 2019 - not reported in Issue 2, 2019

FCAT4 
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT3 SCN RATN CGC TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

ADVANCED CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
GCHS CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba BN RN CGCA
Breeder: Elaine Strid
Owner: Thaila Rott
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot To Trott VCD1 BN RE CGCA
Breeder: D Evans & T Rott & S Bachman
Owner: Thalia Rott

TRICK DOG NOVICE
GCHB CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA CGC TKN 
Breeder: TJ Fenton & D Fenton
Owner: Barbel Post
CH Tera-K’s Too Hot To Trott VCD1 BN RE CGCA TKN
Breeder: D Evans & T Rott & S Bachman
Owner: Thalia Rott

April 2019 - not reported in Issue 2, 2019

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
GCH CH Aristas Hanky Panky CGCU 
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
CH Aristas Keeper Of The Light At Kisamba CGCU
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy & Irene Thye
GCH CH Aristas Keeper Of The Stars CGCU
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy & Irene Thye
Aristas Luck Be A Lady CGCU 
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy

TRICK DOG NOVICE
Cooktown Red Scallywag RATO CGC TKN 
Breeder: Bernt Bolin
Owner: Sheila Dunn

May 2019 - not reported in Issue 3, 2019

CHAMPION
CH Benayr I’ve Got A Secret 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Susan Bentley
CH Blue Moon Pop A Razzi 
Breeder: Jeanne Popovits
Owner: Jeanne Popovits 
CH Ryba’s Skyfall 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Schreeder
Owner: Susan Stoller 
CH Temora Ri-Direct 
Breeder: Julie Seaton & Judy O’Brien
Owner: Julie Seaton & Judy O’Brien

UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT 2 
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX2 OM2 RM RAE THDX CGCA TKA
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Patricia Goshorn

GRADUATE NOVICE 
Bluquo’s Dance The Night Away CD BN GN RM THD CGCA TKI
Breeder:  Rita Farmer
Owner: Patricia Goshorn

RALLY INTERMEDIATE
GCHS CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba BN RI CGCA
Breeder: Elaine Strid
Owner: Thaila Rott

RALLY MASTER
Dunham Lake Brillant Star Of Nova RM CGCA CGCU TKP 
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti

OPEN AGILITY PREFERRED
Firewalker’s Order Of The Phoenix CD RE OAP OJP 
Breeder: Dr Grace Massey & Kim Occhiuti
Owner: Gaynell Dorrance

BCAT 
GCHG CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is BCAT CGC TKA
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
GCH CH Aristas Hanky Panky BCAT CGCU TKN
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
Aristas Luck Be A Lady BCAT CGCU TKN
Breeder:  Pamela Levy
Owner: Pamela Levy
GCH CH The Farm’s Spirit Walker Grace CD RE CA BCAT CGC TKN
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Diana Wilkie & Michelle Bell

FCAT4 
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT4 SCN SEN RATN CGC TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

SCENT WORK CONTAINER NOVICE
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RI FDC SCN RATN CGCA TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen 
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
Dunham Lake Contender’s Mr Jax CGC
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti & T Gioffon
Killara’s Inherit The Throne CGC
Breeder:  A McGroarty & F McGroarty & M McGroarty
Owner: J Chevillot & J Chevillot

ADVANCED CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
CH Johmanda’s Scooby Doo For Arista RA CA BCAT CGCA TKN
Breeder:  Kim Floyd
Owner: P Levy & S Martinez

NOVICE BARN HUNT
Temora Anigozanthos RATN
Breeder:  Julie Seaton & Judy O’Brien
Owner: Shyla Gunther

                                                                                                                                       73



74                                                                                                          

June 2019 - not reported in Issue 3, 2019

RALLY ADVANCED 
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RA FDC SCN
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

July 2019
 

CHAMPION
CH Dreamtime’s Pretty Woman 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban

GRAND CHAMPION
GCH CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch 
Breeder: Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman
Owner: Pat Zupan & Alexa Samarotto & Claudia Coleman 

GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE 
GCHB CH Tapa Thanksgiving Grace
Breeder: Tamara Gaudet & Patricia Werner
Owner: Patricia Werner & Tamara Gaudet & Kenneth Gaudet

RALLY EXCELLENT 
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RE FDC SCN
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

RALLY ADVANCED
GCHB CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill BN RA CGC TKN 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

RALLY MASTER 5
CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RM5 RAE2 BCAT CGCA 
CGCU TKN 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Shcreeder
Owner: Cynthia Cooper & Sherry Cooper

AGILITY EXCELLENT 
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE AX OAJ ACT2 CGC
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
Dragonfly’s Chantilly Lace CGC 
Breeder:  Susan Mason & David Mason & Chandler Abel
Owner: Charles Johnson & Susan Mason & Becky Johnson

BCAT
GCHB CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA BCAT CGC TKN 
Breeder: TJ Fenton & D Fenton
Owner: Barbel Post

DOCK SENIOR
CH Temora Stryke While The Iron Is Hot BN BCAT RATN DS CGC 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Marvyl Grinney & Julie Seaton

DOCK MASTER
CH Temora Stryke While The Iron Is Hot BN BCAT RATN DM CGC 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Marvyl Grinney & Julie Seaton

DOCK SENIOR ADVANCED 
Johmanda’s Banjo Dahling DCAT SIN SBN DSA CGC TKN 
Breeder:  Christina Worley & Kim Floyd
Owner: Charles Dahling & Jan Dahling

SCENT WORK BURIED NOVICE
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CDX PCDX BN RE SCN SBN SHDN CGC 
TKE 
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Emily Moon

SCENT WORK HANDLER DISCRIMINATION NOVICE
Dunham Lake Maid In Wisconsin CDX PCDX BN RE SCN SHDN CGC TKE 
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & D Ensign
Owner: Emily Moon

TRICK DOG NOVICE
Bluquo’s Night Rider CGC TKN 
Breeder: Rita Farmer
Owner: Rebeccas Johnson 

August 2019

GRAND CHAMPION 
GCH CH Benayr Hard Candy Christmas 
Breeder: Tracy Nelson
Owner: T Nelson 

GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE
GCHB CH Roachan’s Hedge Fund King 
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
Owner: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache
GCHB CH Temora Rhythm And Blues CGC
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Nancy Tibbett

GRAND CHAMPION SILVER
GCHS CH Araluen’s Gamblers Delight - Let’s Get Lucky
Breeder: Cheryl Melchalke & Jim Mechalke
Owner: Cheryl Melchalke & Jim Mechalke

RALLY NOVICE
GCHB CH Temora Rhythm And Blues RN CGC
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Nancy Tibbett

RALLY ADVANCED 
GCHS CH Redsky Come Fly With Me To Ryba BN RA CGCA
Breeder:  Elaine Strid
Owner: Thalia Rott

RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT 4 
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CD BN GN RM3 RAE4 CGC 
TKN 
Breeder:  Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

RALLY MASTER 4 
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CD BN GN RM4 RAE4 CGC 
TKN 
Breeder:  Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

RALLY EXCELLENT 
GCHB CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill BN RE CGC TKN  
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

AGILITY EXCELLENT 
The Farms Start The Game AX OAJ NF  
Breeder: Sheila Dunn
Owner: Alice Williams

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN 
Red Hawk A Boy Named Sioux CGC
Breeder:  Eva Campbell
Owner: Ann Ridenour 



ADVANCED CANINE GOOD CITIZEN
Dunham Lake Contender’s Mr Jax CGC 
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti & Theresa Goiffon 

CANINE GOOD CITIZEN URBAN
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RE FDC SCN RATN CGCA CGCUTKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen 
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

TRICK DOG NOVICE
CH Temora Stryke While The Iron Is Hot BN BCAT RATN DM DS CGC TKN 
Breeder: Julie Seaton
Owner: Marvyl Grinney & Catherine Grinney

September 2019

GRAND CHAMPION 
CH Benayr Carolina’s Zooming Around 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Carole Morse & Ellison Armfield
CH Benayr Olive Oyl 
Breeder: Susan Bentley
Owner: Susan Bentley
CH Bluquo’s Ring Of Fire At Dreamtime 
Breeder: Rita Farmer & Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban & Rita Farmer
CH Ludlu Can’t Remember Last Night 
Breeder: June Beckwith
Owner: Ann Roache & Jene Beckwith & Gayle Roache 

GRAND CHAMPION BRONZE
GCHB CH Dreamtime’s Sweet Treat 
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Marilyn Harban

COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT
GCHB CH Christhill First Lady Marie Geneva CDX BN GN RM4 RAE4 CGC 
TKN
Breeder: Kreg Hill & William Christensen
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensent

RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT 3 
CH RACH Ryba’s Mytime For Serenity CDX BN RM5 RAE3 BCAT CGCA 
CGCU TKN 
Breeder: Susan Bachman & Teresa Shcreeder
Owner: Cynthia Cooper & Sherry Cooper

PREFERRED COMPANION DOG 
GCHB CH Dreamtime Melia Christhill PCD BN RE CGC TKN  
Breeder: Marilyn Harban
Owner: Kreg Hill & William Christensen

EXCELLENT AGILITY JUMPER 
Northern Lights Artic Diamond RE AX AXJ ACT2 CGC
Breeder: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson
Owner: Carolyn Vaught & Molly Wilson

DCAT 
Dreamweaver’s Northern Lights CD RAE CA DCAT CGCA TKN
Breeder:  Lisa Weaver
Owner: Dana Dean

FCAT5 
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT5 SCN SEN RATN CGC 
TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen 

COURSING ABILITY ADVANCED
Killara’s Rock The Red Legacy CAA
Breeder:  A McGroarty & F McGroarty & M McGroarty
Owner: P McGroarty & A McGroarty & F McGroarty & M McGroarty

AGILITY FAST OPEN 
CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block party BN RN MX MXJ OF CGC TKN
Breeder: Ann Roache & Gayle Roache

Owner: Nancy Tibbett

SCENT WORK NOVICE
Dunham Lake Lunatrick Finnick SWN 
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Beth Moon
Dunham Lake Over The Moon NA NAJ AXP MJP OFP SWN SIA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Emily Moon

SCENT WORK INTERIOR NOVICE
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RE FDC SCN SIN RATN CGCA CGCU 
TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen 
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

SCENT WORK BURIED NOVICE
GCH CH Amawalk Wish Upon A Star RN CAX FCAT5 SCN SEN SBN RATN 
CGC TKP
Breeder:  Susan Jacobsen
Owner: Susan Jacobsen

SCENT WORK EXTERIOR NOVICE
Dunham Lake Lunatrick Finnick SWN SCA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Beth Moon

SCENT WORK INTERIOR EXCELLENT
Dunham Lake Lunatrick Finnick SWN SIE SCA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Beth Moon

SCENT WORK CONTAINER EXCELLENT
Dunham Lake Lunatrick Finnick SWN SIE SCE
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Beth Moon

SCENT WORK CONTAINER ADVANCED
Dunham Lake Over The Moon NA NAJ AXP MJP OFP SWN SCA SIA
Breeder:  T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon 
Owner: Emily Moon

TRICK DOG NOVICE
Dunham Lake Contender’s Mr Jax CGC TKN 
Breeder: T Goiffon & E Goiffon & L Goiffon
Owner: Cynthia Petti & Theresa Goiffon
The Farm’s Fine Protector CGC TKN 
Breeder: Susan Gersin & Sheila Dunn
Owner: Betty Kuhn 

TRICK DOG INTERMEDIATE
The Farm’s Fine Protector CGC TKI 
Breeder: Susan Gersin & Sheila Dunn
Owner: Betty Kuhn 
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AKC Top Dogs   

                                                                                                                                

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Conformation Breed Totals (Top 10)

Conformation All-Breed Totals (Top 10)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN
CH Samabel Silver Bullet
CH Ludlu’s Marshamallow Attack
CH  Blue Moon Boston Pops
CH Temora Blackrange Welcome To The Dark Side
CH Araluens Gamblers Delight - Lets Get Lucky
CH Rybas And The Beat Goes On For Tera-K RN
CH Temora Redi When You Are
CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch
CH Dreamtimes Sweet Treat

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CH Samabel Banjopats Aint Over Till Its Over CAA
CH Dreamtime s Sweet Treat
CH Horrieglen Dare To Dream FDC CA BCAT CGC TKN
CH Wismiss Redhawk Here Comes The Sun
CH Temora Rhythm And Blues RN CGC
CH Samabel Luv That Augie At Marblearch
Dunham Lake Sticky Beak  CDX PCDX BN GN GO RM NAP NJP CGCA CGCU TKE
CH Aka Inu Witchblade Red Sonya RN BCAT CGC
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is BCAT CGC TKA
Amawalk Shooting Star Of Perseids RE FDC SCN SIN RATN CGCA CGCU TKP

Agility MACH Competition** (Top 5) 

1
2

CH Roachan’s Rockin’ Block Party BN RN MX MXJ MJB OF CGC TKN
CH Redhawk Braveheart RN AX AXJ NF CGC 

 

**Sorted by the Score (Double Q’s X 10) + MACH points

Obedience Competition (Top 10)

1
2

CH OTCH Temora Keeping Stride UDX7 OGM GN GO RN     
Dreamtime Hocus Pocus UDX2 OM3 RM RAE THDX CGCA TKA

GCH
GCHB
GCHB
GCHB 
GCHB
GCH

GCH
GCHG

GCHS
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCHS 
 
GCHS 
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCH
GCHB

GCHS
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCHS 
GCH 
GCHB 
GCHS 
GCHB 
GCHG 
GCHB

   640   
540   
505   
490   
415   
275   
245   
230   
215   
165

                                January 1, 2019 to October 31, 2019
AKC Online Stats*

Conformation Owner/Handler  - NOHS (FINAL Top 10 - 2019)
-Starting from October 11, 2018 up to October 7, 2019

CH Temora Steal My Heart CA TKN
CH Samabel Silver Bullet
CH Ludlu’s Marshamallow Attack
CH Araluens Gamblers Delight - Lets Get Lucky
CH Wismiss Redhawk Every Days A Rainbow
CH Roachans Hedge Fund King
CH Aka Inu Jaskarin Circo Massimo
CH Dreamtimes Sweet Treat
CH Arista Redskys Love Is All There Is BCAT CGC TKA
CH Blue Moon And Rybas Anna Babanna

209
138
119
 109   

98
   80
   71   

60
   59   

57

2157  
1064   

960 
  394   
321   
315      
303      
243 

   235      
182

76                                                                                                       



A skilled breeder, like an artist, recognizes the need for  
constructive criticism, and makes a regular practice of  

seeking critical advice from informed sources.
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CH The Farms Fire Breathing Dragonfly

FIRE

Owners: Susan Mason and Chandler Abel
Breeder: Shelia Dunn


