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ATCA ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
August 1, 2020; 3:00 p.m. EDT 

 

Board Members in attendance:  Bryan, Christensen, Dean, Evans, Farmer, Floyd, Massey, Occhiuti, Post, Samarotto, 

Schreeder, Sousa, Zupan 

 

Call to Order: 3:06 EDT 

Establish quorum – Roll Call – Chandler Abel, Sue Bachman, Pamela Clavette Levy, Sherry Cooper, Kenneth Cox, Karen 
Drumm, Susan Duncan, Claudette Earl, Diana Fenton, Sue Gersin, Nancy Goesch, Lori Gutzwiller, Marilyn Harban, Kreg 
Hill, Caren Holtby, Felicity James (Snook), Michael Langham, Susan Mason, Pat Maynard, Anne McGroarty, Vicki McKee, 
Cheryl Mechalke, Rob Nelson, Dana Nelson, Judy Obrien, Celeste Platte, Scott Pruter, Heather Rife, Susan Saulvester, 
Julie Seaton, Virgil Silver, Susie Stoller, Elaine Strid, Jane Tenor, Kathy Wakeman, Sherrill Yates 

Time-keeper: Alexa Samarotto will provide an update to the time every 30 minutes.  

Minutes:  Have been previously approved and published  

President:  Bill Christensen: The new by-laws finalized after 4-1/2 years. The intent was making it easier for people to 

join as well as encouraging Juniors to join. The main advance is the ability to vote electronically as well as having 

meetings via electronic media. Members were asked to complete a form allowing  members to opt in to receiving 

communications and voting electronically and return it to Dana as soon as possible. There are two upcoming votes 

coming up which include the changes to the breed standard, will be discussed by Alexa later on, and the upcoming 

board elections. If you don’t opt in the member will receive a paper ballot. Grace mentioned the overhead associated 

with creating the paper ballot. Dana mentioned the urgency to return the option to vote electronic voting.  

A new committee, the Sunshine Committee and chair Scott Pruter Chair was created and approved at the Board (July 20, 

2020 meeting. The purpose of the committee is to send out cards to members who may be ill or memoriams for people 

who have passed. AKC Delegates will vote in September to present to AKC Delegates the proposal to allow two National 

Specialties in 2021 to include the 2020 National Specialty as well as allowing the Reserve Winners Dog/Bitch to receive 

major points if they otherwise qualify   Alexa added that the AKC Delegates will vote on this motion in December.   Bill 

thanked Darlene Evans for getting the ball rolling on the concept.  

 

Vice-President:  Grace Massey – The Calendar cover contest ended July 31, 2020. The winner will be announced in the 

next Talkabout issue. The Talkabout really could use pictures and article ideas and also for the AKC Gazette.  Please send 

ideas, suggestions, and photos for the AKC Gazette to Grace Massey. 

 

Recording Secretary Report:  Dana Dean expressed appreciation to all members who have submitted their electronic 

opt-in forms.  

 

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Kerrie Bryan –The information from AKC is sent regularly to members 

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans – As of June 20, 2020, the end of the second quarter, the balance in the checking 

account is $88,942.29. Still have members who still owe dues and waiting for the checks to come in. The transition for 

the fiscal year has gone smoothly. The calendar year is now the fiscal year.  
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Vote on the AKC Sportsmanship Award: Bill indicated this has been left off of the agenda and would be discussed at this 

meeting. Elaine Strid, Chair, has received 2 nominations. The two nominees were: Jan Dahling and Teresa Schreeder. The 

only member nominated in attendance at the meeting was asked to leave while the nominations were read. Jan Dahling 

was nominated by Jen Sousa; Teresa Schreeder was nominated by Diana Fenton. By a majority vote, membership 

selected Teresa Schreeder as the recipient of the 2020 AKC Sportsmanship Award.  

 

Reports of the Committees: 

 Branding Committee: Kerrie Bryan, Chair  - The Branding and Social Media  Committee is comprised of Kerrie 

Bryan - Webmaster, Rita Farmer - Public Education, Grace Massey – Calendar, Susan Mason – Talkabout, Vicki McKee – 

Breed Sustainability, and Kathy Wakeman – Facebook. Fairly active and they have developed a mission which is to create 

a recognizable brand for the Australian Terrier which will be used consistently in all public media of the ATCA and to 

update all public media to encourage and promote the sustainability of the breed by keeping the public, especially 

owners and potential owners informed of the unique qualities of the Australian Terrier through a consistent message. 

The goals for the coming year are to concentrate on the following media: 

• Facebook: there are currently 2,600 followers 

• Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, Instagram accounts have been created 

• YouTube account has been created 

The current ATCA website averages 1,000 unique visits per month. Looking to create 30 daily events for each social 

media to create a presence. Looking to see success with the use of memes which currently are on Facebook every 

Monday. Have been discussing how to involve people who don’t currently qualify for membership due to the 

membership application guidelines. Looking to create a user status called Aussie Mates group on social media  for 

people who are thinking of acquiring an Aussie and who do not currently qualify for membership. Are trying to think of a 

way to reward these potential owners to join the Aussie Mates group. Exploring ways they could get digital copies of the 

Talkabout and a hard copy at reduced rates. There are many books available that are about or include Aussies and they 

are looking to create a bibliography for all the books on the website and on social media. Vicki McKee has worked with 

Cindy Burgess to create some fun training videos which will be put on social media and YouTube. The ATCA club has two 

colors: Blue and Gold. It is intended to use these colors on all the social media.  

 

 Judges Education: Kerrie Bryan, Chair, Jane Tenor, Ida Ellen Weinstock, Alexa Samarotto, Teresa Schreeder, Sue 

Bachman, and Marilyn Harban. The mission of the Judges Education Committee is to provide breed information to all 

who seek it, breeders, owners, and judges. Mandated to create a strong committee, create and coordinate 3 

presentations, scripts, workshops, create and maintain a list of parent club approved presenters who need to be 

knowledgeable with current AKC requirements. This year they have been working with AKC to present the AKC Judges 

College presentation. Then COVID happened and the project was put on hold. They hope to get it completed by the end 

of the year. June 17, 2020, AKC contacted the Judges Education Committee regarding the addition of a webinar for the 

Judges Education College. Teresa Schreeder requested members to submit photos showing heads, faces, profiles, colors, 

including shots of dogs at least 6 months of age or older to her which may be used in the webinar. The submitters will be 

required to sign a release so the photos may be used. Photos will be accepted up until September 1. The goal is to have 

the photos added to the webinar and ready to AKC before the end of the year. The website will be updated to make it 

easier to find the applications for mentors. For the National Specialty, a sanctioned Judges seminar is planned. On 

Education Day, a hand’s on examination and discussion of the standard will be held.   

 

Questions: What is Teresa missing from photos? Need to get more interesting shots comparing puppies versus adults, 

colors, tails, and need more rear shots.  
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Since COVID, the question was raised about doing the oral and written tests at some time other than the National 

Specialty. Could the test be taken on the website.  This will be looked into. 

 

 Sustainability Committee: Vicki McKee, Chair, The Sustainability Committee has worked over the year and are 

looking for new members for the committee. If you are interested please send your information to Vicki McKee, Grace 

Massey, or Caren Holtby. In 2020, there are 5 goals: 

• Grow interest in the Australian Terrier 

• Creating a mentor program 

• Preserve diversity in the breed 

• Monitoring the Australian Terrier population by updating statistics 

• Develop a Breeder Knowledge base 

The committee is launching a multi-part breeding survey. The first part is Breeding Your Bitch. It is an electronic survey 

which is looking for input from breeders of Australian Terriers who may be members, non-members, and other regions 

other than North America. It is online at the ATCA website  and the survey will be available for 60 days. It is anonymous 

but will allow for an email address to be entered if you wish to see the results. We are looking to compile breeding 

practices and preferences regarding the Australian Terrier. The survey is courtesy of the Dandie Dinmont Club. Growing 

interest by fostering a more inclusive environment including conformation and performance but also one where pet 

members can join in. Participated in the Code of Ethics development and Club membership guidelines, evaluated other 

club code of ethics. Continue to participate with the Branding and Social Media Committee to develop a campaign to 

target new members. To create a mentor program which pairs one person with another and have reviewed other clubs’ 

mentorship programs. Creating a network of current members who have expertise in certain subject areas. The 

underlying goal is to increase the number of new breeders of Australian Terriers. Preserving diversity is critical due to 

the decrease in the number of litters being produced each year. Looking to add a frozen sperm directory to understand 

what is available. The Otterhound Club of America regarding the gifting of frozen sperm as part of a will or legal 

document for a legacy. Monitoring the population will update statistics as they become available.  

 

 Standard Committee: Alexa Samarotto – changes to AKC standards for the Australian Terrier. The standard 

committee was Marilyn Harban, Elaine Strid, Caren Holtby, and Kerrie Bryan. The AKC controls the steps to amend a 

breed standard. The timeline is to try to get the standard approved within 6 months. The proposed revisions will be 

published in the AKC Gazette. There is 60 days allowed for comment on the changes to the standard. The standard 

language is: 

“Tail, set on high and carried erect at a twelve to one o’clock position in balance with the overall dog. A good 

hand hold when mature, docked leaving slightly less than one half or undocked from straight to curved forward. 

The tail set is of primary importance.” Also added to the revision was making the dew claws removal optional.  

Susan Duncan thanked the committee for their work on getting the standard out.  

 

 Achievement Recognition Committee: Celeste Platte, Chair – the new committee recognizes the achievement 

of our Aussies. The thought is to recognize the activities of members and their Aussies and their achievements 

throughout the year. It open to all registries, wherever they may be located. The Henderson Award is now under the 

Achievement Recognition Committee. If you have already submitted your scores for the year, please resend them to 

either Celeste or to Darlene Evans.  
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Question :  

Should this information be sent out to members to remind them? It was agreed to send out a reminder notice to 

members. Due to COVID this year there will be two awards, one for 2019 and the other for 2020. 

What is the deadline for application? The calendar year is the deadline and will be going back to 2019.  

This includes all venues, does this include such venues as UKC? The purpose of the committee is to encourage the 

achievements of Aussies. The best way to deal with this is, if you are  unclear, submit your information and activity and 

the committee will make a determination of the organization applicability and will get back to you.  

 

 Versatility Awards: Susan Saulvester, Chair, Pat Goshorn, Thalia Rott, Heather Rife, and Nancy Tibbett. ATCA 

Board of Directors have approved 3 new AKC titles to the Versatility Award guidelines as well as an updated application 

form. The new form will make it easier for the Versatility Committee to verify titles the member has applied for. 

Typically, the Versatility and Versatility Excellent awards are normally distributed during the National Specialty. Each 

member who qualified was contacted and asked if they wanted their plaque mailed to them or to wait until the 2021 

National Specialty to receive their plaque. Special plaques were designed for the one OTCH and two RACH titles 

achieved last year and they were either mailed or are being held and will be presented at the 2021 National Specialty. 

The updated guidelines, title chart, and new application form were emailed to each member. They also appeared in the 

Talkabout Vol 2 and are posted on the ATCA website. If any member has questions regarding the versatility award 

process please reach out to any of the committee members for assistance.  

 

 National Specialty Update: Kreg Hill, Chair – The next National Specialty is being held in Sacramento, CA. The 

Judges for the Specialties: 

• 2020 Specialty – Richard Powell 

• 2021 Specialty – Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine 

• ATCC Regional Specialty – Judge to be determined 

May 6, 2022 – Trenton, NJ – Sharol Candace Way 

June 29, 2023 – Colorado Springs 

Ballots will be held at the Sacramento Specialty to select the judges for the 2023 and 2024 specialties. Kreg would like to 

see the National Specialty to be held in conjunction with the AKC National Dog Show in Orlando, FL.  

 

Question: When can the club get back to Palm Springs? Kreg said it most likely will be Albuquerque, NM. 

Are you sure California will be opened in April, 2021? Darlene indicated there is strong indications it will be held.  

 

 Archives Preservation/Historian: Darlene Evans and Sue Bachman, Co-Chairs – All Stud book pedigrees have 

been entered in a database which will also include all of the titles that the dogs earned. Titles are currently up to 1972 

with more to come. Some members have supplied photos which have been archived.  Need  photos of dogs (may 

include people)  which will enhance the history of the breed. Either send electronically or vis US mail (they will be 

returned).  The more photos we have, the better history we preserve. 

 

Question: There was a proposal to set up a separate website for the archive, has any progress been made on this 

development? The site has not been set up yet but it is still a work in progress. In the meantime, the records are getting 

names to make them easier to search for info.  

Question: -- If you want old photos, do you want to identify the people and the name of the dog? The name of the dog is 

most important but the names of the people would be great as well.  
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 Code of Ethics: Kim Occhiuti – This was an ad hoc committee. Based on discussions at various Board meetings 

there were comments about updating the code. The team took on the challenge of re-writing the code. The first draft 

was put together by Teresa Schreeder and Kim Occhiuti. Other committees were involved with the review including the 

Sustainability and Breeder Referral committees. There is a document with all the changes incorporated. The revised 

document will be reviewed by the Board and voted on. Bill indicated Mark Dunn from AKC felt the Codes of Ethics of 

parent clubs were not consistent with getting more dogs bred, some were very discouraging and other things just went 

out of date. The draft has not changed dramatically but were waiting for some final approvals.  

 

 Talkabout: Susan Mason, Editor – Needs to get more pictures from members. Wants to get some updates on 

what people are doing during the COVID-19 quarantines. There have been changes to the Talkabout Guidelines which 

will be published in the upcoming edition. The new puppy owners are receiving an electronic copy of the Talkabout for a 

year. At the end of the year they will receive a hard copy and a subscription application for future editions.  

 

A question was asked regarding when the Talkabout is given to new puppy owners why not give the same to owners 

who adopt Aussies through the Rescue or Humane societies -- this topic will be added to the Board agenda for further 

discussion and potential adoption.  

 

 

 National Specialty 2021: Darlene Evans and Sue Bachman – Kerrie Bryan mentioned earlier that the ATC of 

Colorado applied to AKC to have their regional specialty added to the ATCA National Specialty in Sacramento and it has 

been approved. The National Specialty is being held in conjunction with the Sacramento Kennel Club. The club is on top 

of issues arising out of COVID-19 regulations. There are many options available to make sure the show goes forward. 

Activities start on April 13 with the Board Meeting and Mentor’s corner. April 14, there will be a presentation by Jean 

Dodd in the morning. The presentation may be in person or virtual.   In the afternoon, the hands-on evaluation and 

discussion will be led by the Judges Education Committee. April 15 will host a specialty in which the winner will be 

known as the 2020 National Specialty winner. If AKC passes a motion in December, the specialty will be known as the 

2020 National Specialty and major points will be available for Reserve Winners Dog/Bitch. All of the events are listed on 

the website. Many of the trophies for the 2021 show will not have dates on them due to the uncertainty of the show 

being held.  

 

Question: Can the presentation by Jean Dodd be done in a virtual setting allowing members not in attendance access? 

Jean Dodd has also been contacted about taping the presentation and she is fine with that. It can then be made 

available on YouTube.  

 

Is there a provision for Junior Showmanship? All shows have Junior Showmanship but not a standalone for the 

Australian Terrier specialties.  Darlene agreed to look into it with AKC to see if it can be accommodated. .   

 

Other items not on the Agenda: 

 

Susan Duncan raised the question of the members getting access to the attending the Board meetings. A motion was 

made that members be allowed to listen in on Board meetings. Motion by Susan Duncan, second by Pamela Clavette 

Levy. There was discussion regarding the pros and cons of members attending meetings. The motion was amended to 

read: Member be allowed to listen in to Board meetings and the Board develop protocols which would allow this to take 

place. The motion was voted on and the results were as follows:  
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• Yes to pass the motion – 19 

• No to fail the motion – 20 

• Abstain – 6  

The motion failed by lacking a majority. 

 

Online Auctions: Anne McGroarty suggested looking into doing online raffles similar the work the Gordon Setter Club 

has set up. Bill asked if Anne would be willing to work on this and could she forward more information to Bill or Dana. 

The Board will also review the legal issues associated with being a 503 tax exempt organization.  

 

Adjourned at 5:12 EDT 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Dana A Dean, Recording Secretary 

 


