
ATCA BOARD TELECONFERENCE MINUTES 
January 20, 2020; 6:00 p.m. PST 

Meeting was called to order @ 6:04 p.m.  PST 

Board Members Present:  Bryan, Christensen, Farmer, Floyd, Massey, Occhiuti, Post (signed in @ 6:12 PST), Samarotto, 

Schreeder, Yates, Zupan 

Invited Guests:  Dana Dean, Darlene Evans, Jennifer Sousa  

Time-Keeper:   Alexa Samarotto 

Minutes:  November 2019 Teleconference minutes previously approved and published. 

President:  Bill Christensen –  

 Welcomed new board members, Kerrie Bryan and Barb Post.   

 Reported Kevin Cahill has resigned the office of treasurer effective this month.   A motion was made by Alexa 

Samarotto, seconded by Teresa Schreeder to appoint Darlene Evans as acting treasurer to complete Kevin 

Cahill’s 2019/2020 term of office.  The motion unanimously passed by those present.  Darlene Evans then joined 

the meeting.  A discussion was held on the time consuming job of treasurer and the need to be proficient in 

Quick Books and the possibility of using an outside firm.  Darlene stated she was happy to step back in as 

treasurer, especially since she has retired.   

 Reported the vacancy of a board of director position resulting when Jennifer Sousa withdrew her name from the 

Nominating Committee Slate to run for recording secretary.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by 

Kerrie Bryan, seconded by Alexa Samarotto to offer the director vacancy position to whoever is not elected as 

recording secretary on January 25, 2020.  This position will be for 2020 and until the next election period.  The 

motion unanimously passed by those present.     

 

Vice President Report:  Grace Massey – 

 Bylaws Update:   Grace reported ATCA Bylaws Revision were presented at the AKC Board of Directors’ January 
meeting.  We should expect to hear their decision within a couple of weeks.   

 Standing Rules 2019 Updated:  The Board was presented with the updated document.  A motion was made by 
Sherrill Yates, seconded by Teresa Schreeder to accept the updated document.  Motion passed by all present.     
 

Corresponding Secretary Report:  Kerrie Bryan reported she previously sent the board all communications received.     

Treasurer Report:  Darlene Evans, as newly appointed acting treasurer, did not have a report.   

     

Old Business 

Dr. Hess’ Monthly Update:  Teresa Schreeder reported Dr. Hess sent a copy of her completed AKC funded genetic study, 

“An Exploratory Association Analysis of the Insulin Gene Region with Diabetes Mellitus in Two Dog Breeds.”  Dr. Hess will 

be submitting a pedigree analysis in the next couple of months and a paper on autoantibodies in Australian Terriers will 

be presented as an abstract at the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine Forum in June 2020.   

Judging Education Breed Video Update:  Kerrie Bryan reported the video was almost finished.  One remaining diagram 

was left to finalize the project.   



Archival Website:  Darlene Evans and Sue Bachman, Archival Committee Chairs, had previously requested Board 

approval to allow the committee to set up a searchable archival website which would be linked into the ATCA website 

for members’ use.  Darlene reported the cost would be about $300 - $350/year.  Teresa Schreeder made the motion, 

seconded by Alexa Samarotto to approve the request.  Motion was unanimously approved.   

New Business 

Petition to amend breed standard Update:  Bill Christensen reported the petition information has been submitted to 
AKC to be included in the AKC Board Meeting in February.  Discussion was held concerning when and if a breed standard 
committee would be formed to address opening the standard.  The ATCA Board will consider the petition once 
recommendations have been received from AKC after their meeting.   

Rename Branding Committee to “ATCA Branding and Social Media Committee”:   Kerrie Bryan reported the Branding 
Committee has held 2 teleconferences and were working well together.  They are requesting a change of name as noted 
above.  Grace Massey so moved, seconded by Kim Occhiuti.  Motion was unanimously approved.   

AKC Companion Events Scholarship:  Teresa Schreeder discussed AKC’s new scholarship program meant to assist young 

people who have demonstrated an interest in AKC companion sports and seek higher education.   Discussion was held 

on combining this new program with ATCA’s Scholarship program and how best to advertise to reach those candidates 

who might be eligible.  The combined information will be posted on social media to encourage those eligible to apply for 

both scholarships.   

Committee Chairs for 2020/21:  Bill Christensen – Reported that Mike and Kendall Liga have stepped down from 

chairing the ROM Committee.   Discussion was held on the complex procedure to request an ROM and resulted in fewer 

breeders filling out the paperwork to request the award.  Teresa Schreeder and Darlene Evans offered to take the ROM 

Committee Chair and work to simplify the method to encourage more people to apply.   

 Board unanimously approved the following committee chairs:   

AKC Gazette Columnist (2020/21) – Grace Massey 

Archives Preservation/Historian (2020/21) – Darlene Evans & Sue Bachman 

Awards, Register of Merit (2019/20) – Teresa Schreeder & Darlene Evans  

Calendar (2020/21) – Grace Massey 

Facebook (2020/21) – Katherine Wakeman 

Judges Education (2020/21) – Kerrie Bryan & Jane Tenor 

Newsletter, The Talkabout (2020/21) –Susan Mason  

Sustainability (2020/21) – Vicki McKee 

Adjourn @ 7:09 PST  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sherrill Yates 

ATCA Recording Secretary  

 

Next Teleconference February 17, 2020 

 


